
Dear South Central Jurisdiction UMW:        WE ARE EXCITED ABOUT ASSEMBLY!  

I hope all of you have registered for Assembly 2014 and that we are registering many 

more women in our conferences.  Remember our theme “Make It Happen!  Only YOU 

can “Make It Happen.”  Assembly is a high United Methodist Women’s family reunion!  

It is a time for celebration and rejuvenation and a physical reminder that we are not alone in the Mission Journey. 

We are encouraging everyone to invite women from your churches and communities to Assembly.  We are especial-
ly encouraging you to invite college students and to encourage young women to come to Make It Happen at Assem-
bly 2014.  Young women have definite ideas of how they want to shape the future.   We must help them to realize 
their potential and leadership skills so that they can effectively shape the lives of women, children and youth and we 
can do that by bringing them to United Methodist Women’s Assembly, April 25–26, 2014. They may not (yet) be Unit-
ed Methodist Women members, but Assembly 2014 will give them  an opportunity to be the change they are looking 
for.  
South Central Jurisdiction has sent $300.00 to each conference to assist and encourage a young woman or a first 

time attendee to attend Assembly.  Please publish this in your conference newsletters to let everyone know that 

this assistance is available.  Also try to encourage churches to support sending a young women or college student to 

Assembly.  The National United Methodist Women implemented the following incentive plan with the idea that the 

more young women you bring, the more you will save on registration. 

Incentive Plans:  Youth and Young Person Group Rate 
• For persons 35 and under. 
• Bring 10 or more young people, and the leader’s registration is covered. 
• All 10 or more young people come for discounted $200 registration fee. 
Leaders can send names of 10 young people to event coordinator Tonya Cameron at  
tcameron@unitedmethodistwomen.org, who will then send the leader discount codes to use in the online registra-
tion for the leader’s complimentary registration and the group members’ reduced rates. 
New to Assembly Group Incentive Rate 
• Register 10 new people for Assembly and your registration is covered. 
• Discount available to the first 200 people to register 10 new attendees. 
Send names of 10 new registered people to event coordinator Tonya Cameron 
(tcameron@unitedmethodistwomen.org), who will verify they are new attendees 
and send you a discount code for complimentary registration.  
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At Assembly, all of you are invited to come by the South Central Juris-

diction Display Table and visit with us and learn more about our QUAD 

Meeting in 2016 and pick up a souvenir.  Our QUAD meeting will be 

held with registration starting on Friday afternoon, April 15, 2016 and 

will end at 12:00 noon on Sunday, April 17, 2016 in Oklahoma City at 

the Renaissance Convention Center and Hotel.  Our theme is:  A Fresh 

Wind Blowing:  “The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can 

hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of 

the Spirit”, John 3:8. 

On November 15-17, 2013, I will be attending LDD in St. Louis, MO.  I have invited those conference presidents or vice 
presidents who will be in attendance to remain for lunch with me on Sunday, Nov. 17.  If you will be in attendance and 
did not respond, please do so ASAP by emailing me at ednabrownhickman@yahoo.com. 

We Make It Happen:  A Living Timeline 

United Methodist Women members are our mothers, grandmothers, aunts, godmothers, daughters, sisters, nieces 

and goddaughters.  So, in the spirit of sisterhood, we want to know how members bring about change in their com-

munities and around the world. How does a United Methodist Woman member in your life inspire you? How is she 

an inspiration to others? What does she do to show unwavering support of women, children and youth? We want to 

know, because we want to share with the world how our members rely on their faith, hope and love in action to Make 

It Happen for those deemed “the least,” Christ’s kin. 

Even with all of our accomplishments globally and at home, we never expect pat-on-the-back public recognition. But 
we should celebrate our work! In honor of our members’ journeys as United Methodist Women, we are sharing our 
stories in a new project:  We Make It Happen: A Living Timeline. 
Finally, please visit us frequently on Face book to keep up with what is going on around South Central Jurisdiction.  
Please go to www.facebook.com/southcentraljurisdictionumw and friend us. https://www.facebook.com/
SouthCentralJurisdictionUMW 
Since this is the last newsletter for 2013, we wish each and everyone of you and your families a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

In Christ’s love, 
Edna Brown Hickman, President 

South Central Jurisdiction United Methodist Women 

Continued from page 1 

ATTENTION CONFERENCE TEAMS: 

I am asking each of the Conference Teams for help. Please send 
me a copy of your 2014 Conference Officers as soon as possible.  
I need to update my files and the newsletter e-mail address list. 
Please include District Presidents.  I would like for you to double 
check all e-mail addresses as this is the method used to send out 

the Jurisdictional newsletter.  I hate to get several “bounced” e-mails because I 
know the information in the newsletter is important to all of us in UMW!  You may 
e-mail lists to nonnieandwin@yahoo.com or mail to me at:        717 Sidney St, 
Batesville, AR 72501                                                                      

Thanks for your help,  LaDonna Busby, SCJ Leadership Team Secretary 

mailto:ednabrownhickman@yahoo.com
http://www.pinterest.com/umwomen/we-make-it-happen-a-living-timeline/
http://www.facebook.com/southcentraljurisdictionumw
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentralJurisdictionUMW
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentralJurisdictionUMW
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From VICE PRESIDENT SCJ Leadership Team, Sue Sidney 

South Central Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial Meeting 

April 15-17, 2016 
Oklahoma City, OK 

The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the 
wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so 

you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit John 3:8 

 

Just What is the South Central Jurisdiction? 
 The South Central Jurisdiction is one of five(5) jurisdictions that comprise the United Methodist Church 

in the USA  (Northeast, Southeast, North Central, South Central, & Western).  The 
SCJ consists of the 8 states of Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, & Texas.   
 At the SCJ Quadrennial meeting in 2012 in Abilene there were 15 Conferences 
in the SCJ:  Arkansas, Central Texas, Kansas East, Kansas West, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Mexico(which includes the part of Texas that is in the Mountain 
time zone), North Texas, Northwest Texas, Oklahoma, Oklahoma Indian Mission-
ary, Rio Grande (which includes churches in New Mexico & Texas), Southwest Tex-
as, & Texas,). 

 When the South Central Jurisdiction meets for its quadrennial meeting in Oklahoma City in 2016 there 
will be 12 Conferences:  Arkansas, Central Texas, Great Plains (Kansas East, Kansas West, Nebraska), 
Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico(which includes the part of Texas that is in the Mountain time zone), 
North Texas, Northwest Texas, Oklahoma, Oklahoma Indian Missionary,  Rio Texas (Rio Grande, South-
west Texas), & Texas. 
[Note: some of the Rio Grande Conference churches that are located in other conferences will be uniting 
with those conferences.] 

 According to the 2013-2016 Constitution of the United Methodist Women in the Jurisdiction there shall 
be a MEETING of the jurisdiction organization of the United Methodist Women the last year of the quad-
rennium.  At that time the jurisdiction president, members of the jurisdiction leadership team and mem-
bers of the board of directors of the United Methodist Women’s national organization shall be elected. 

 The VOTING MEMBERSHIP of the jurisdiction shall be composed of the members of the jurisdiction lead-
ership team, **three members elected by each conference organization, members of the board of direc-
tors of United Methodist Women and the members of the United Methodist Women Program Advisory 
Group in organizations within the jurisdiction; a representative of the jurisdiction Association of Deacon-
esses, Home missioners and Home Missionaries; and all the active bishops of the jurisdiction. (** a 
change from previous quadrennium) 

 Members of the jurisdiction leadership team will be elected to be members of a team comprising  
**four leaders: president, treasurer, secretary, and chair of the committee on nominations.  (** a 
change from previous quadrennium) 

 Other leaders may be appointed for further expansion of specific areas or needed services for imple-
mentation of the PURPOSE. 

 The jurisdiction president, by virtue of office, will serve as a member of the program advisory group of 
the United Methodist Women national organization. 

 The QUADRENNIAL MEETING COMMITTEE will be composed of the jurisdiction leadership team, 
which will select a chairperson**.  (** a change from previous quadrennium) 

 The quadrennial meeting will be designed to meet the needs of the women of the jurisdiction in harmo-
ny with the PURPOSE and with the plans and responsibilities of the United Methodist Women national 
organization.   
     It will be open to all members of the UMW.   
     It will elect directors to the United Methodist Women national organization 
     It will elect the jurisdiction leadership team & jurisdiction committee on nomination 
     It will educate for mission  
     It will celebrate the PURPOSE 
     It will provide skill building 

Continued on page 4 
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 At the Conference annual meeting preceding the end of the quadrennium each conference will elect 
**three (3) voting delegates to the jurisdiction quadrennial meeting and will elect ** two (2) women as 
nominees and 1 alternate for membership in the national organization and will elect ** three (3) women 
to be considered to serve on the program advisory group of the UMW national organization 

 
The current South Central Jurisdiction United Methodist Women Leadership team is planning a 
wonderful celebration of the PURPOSE of UMW at the 2016 Quadrennial Meeting.  We are 
looking forward to having more than 400 women gather in Oklahoma City as a fresh wind 
blows through the United Methodist Women.  Our Bible Study Leader, Rev. Janet Wolfe, prom-
ises to lead us to new understandings of the holy spirit at work in the world. 
 
We hope that YOU are saving the time to attend:   

South Central Jurisdiction 

Quadrennial Meeting 

April 15-17, 2016 

Oklahoma City, OK 

PLEDGE TO JURISDICTION 

Did you know that some of the money you pledge to United Methodist Women 
comes to the Jurisdiction?  Each Conference in our Jurisdiction, after setting its 
pledge to National UMW, takes that amount times 1.25% and pledges that mon-
ey to South Central Jurisdiction UMW.  Some conferences pay it in one check, 
some pay half at a time, and some make quarterly payments but all contribute.  
What is this money used for, you might wonder!  Just like your local unit, District, 
and Conference, the Jurisdiction has an A&MD (Administration and Membership 
Development) budget.  Your jurisdiction team comes from several states so when 
we meet face-to-face, there are travel and lodging and meal expenses to pay.  
We made a site visit to determine where we will have our meeting in 2016 and 
will have more to make all the arrangements.  The nominating committee has 
started visiting each conference looking for future leaders for the Jurisdiction and 

their travel expenses will be paid.  The Jurisdiction meeting will hopefully be self-supported, but some 
A&MD money will be needed for cash flow in advance.  At the end of the quadrennium, any money we 
don’t spend will be sent on to National UMW for mission work with women, children, and youth.  We al-
ways spend what we get wisely and do what we can to hold down our expenses. 

 

TREASURER 

Jeanette Grenz 9763 W. 121st St. 
Overland Park, KS 66213  

(913) 239-0679 H (913) 219-9648  
jgrenz@sbcglobal.net  
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Have you registered yet for  
Assembly 2014? 

Louisville Kentucky—the 
place to be  

April 25-27th 2014! 
Kentucky International  

Convention Center.  
Make It Happen!  

We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he (she) desires a noble task.” 
1 Timothy 3:1 

 
Being a member of the Committee on Nominations is an awesome responsibility, 
one that this committee takes very seriously. It is a pleasure to meet and visit 
with all the UMW of the South Central Jurisdiction. As we gather names for the 
next leadership team, we do so with honesty, love and lots of prayers. With God’s 
help everything will come together at the right time. 
The committee has been very busy throughout this year visiting UMW events and 
United Methodist Church events. We have taken on the task of handing out the 
“Prospective Leader” forms to all the conferences we have visited thus far. Based 
on the information received thus far, the conferences we have visited are: North-
west Texas, Southwest Texas, Rio Grande, Kansas East,  Kansas West, Nebraska, 
Great Plains UMW Coming Together Meeting, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference; Prospective Leader 
forms have been sent to Central Texas and distributed at the Texas Legislative Event. 
The committee is working according to a schedule that they devised at one of the first meetings of this cur-

rent leadership team. If we haven’t visited your conference yet, hold on, we will very 
soon. 
We want to thank those who have submitted their names and to all those who will sub-
mit their names within the next year. May God bless you and help you if you aspire to an 
office which the Bible says is a desire for a noble task. It is a great step of faith for your 
jurisdiction. 
Any questions, please contact Sue Burgess, 51 Brownwood Rd. Lawton, Oklahoma 73507, 
or e-mail me at: sue.burgess62@yahoo.com 

Sue Burgess, Nominations Chairperson, SCJ Leadership Team 
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South Central  

Jurisdiction 

Quadrennial Meeting 

April 15-17, 2016 

Oklahoma City, OK 

ARKANSAS CONFERENCE 
 
The Arkansas Conference United Methodist Women merged from nine districts to five districts beginning January 1 of 
this year.  Five Interim Committees were selected to organize the new districts.  They spent the last half of 2012 
setting up a budget, writing standing rules and selecting a slate of officers for each of the new districts.  When January 
1 came the new districts were in place and ready to carry on the work of the United Methodist Women.   

2013 has gone very smoothly.  The districts are adjusting to the larger size and new faces. We have two new units in 
place and are working on organizing several more. The Arkansas Conference has honored eight United Methodist 
Women who are 100 years old this year with a Special Mission Recognition pin. Our Annual Meeting is planned for 
November 9 with Martha Knight as the keynote speaker and Bishop Gary Mueller will open the meeting with a devo-
tional. 

Our United Methodist Women luncheon during Annual Conference was held at Heifer Project International Head-
quarters in Little Rock this year.  Many members had never visited HPI headquarters and this was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to tour the buildings and grounds.  Dottie Noyce shared the experience of her recent Ubuntu Journey to Chile.  
She encouraged members to join an Ubuntu Journey when possible.  The 125th Anniversary of the Deaconess and 
Home Missioner program was also celebrated at the luncheon.  Colleen Caldwell and Iris Hightower were there to tell 
of their work.  Kandi Mount, our third Deaconess in Arkansas, was not able to be with us. 

Mission u this summer was again a great success.  We had 261 to attend.  This included 63 first timers, 77 children 
and youth, 15 clergy and 4 missionaries.  Mission u is already scheduled next year for July 23-26 at Hendrix College. 

Excitement is growing as we make plans to attend Assembly 2014.  A bus is chartered for 
the trip to Louisville and we are hopeful that 200 Arkansas women will attend Assembly. 
A scholarship is being offered for a young Arkansas woman 18-30 to attend. 

Even though many churches in Arkansas are losing members and several local units have 
gone inactive we are hopeful that we will recognize new possibilities in the areas where 
we have new churches and new units.  We pray that we can Make It Happen! 
 
       Judy Jacobs 
       Arkansas Conference President 
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https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentralJurisdictionUMW  

BE SURE AND “LIKE” US! 

 

MISSOURI CONFERENCE 

This being my last year as president of the Missouri Conference I am excited to look back 
over what we have accomplished in the past four years.  I have been extremely proud of the 
women on the Mission Team as they have stepped forth to fulfill their work in the positions 
they were elected.  In the past four years we have appointed a Green Team coordinator and 
she has given programs throughout the state.  In the past year a Language Coordinator has 
been appointed and she has been seeking out the Hispanic Congregations to make them 
aware of the great mission work that United Methodist Women support.   

We are always proud of our Legislative Training Event as we have been completing this en-
deavor for 41 years always having good attendance.  These past two years Rachel 
Bachenberg has led three workshops on Human Trafficking in three different areas across 

the state and has provided information in local units as well.  Stephanie Greiner has brought to our attention the con-
cern of Domestic Violence during our Legislative Event and Annual Meeting.  We have encouraged our women to take 
action on both of these issues.   Immigration Rights continues to be of concern and the women are always encour-
aged to speak with our legislators to share their concerns. 

What a blessing it has been for me over the past four years to serve as President of the Missouri Annual Conference 
United Methodist Women! 

Mabel Unser 
President, MO Conference United Methodist Women 

OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE 

Greetings from the Oklahoma Conference United Methodist Women!   

We had our Conference Annual Meeting October 4-5 at Poteau. The McAlester District and the 
Poteau UMW were gracious hosts for 260 United Methodist Women from around our confer-
ence.  Bishop Robert Hayes, Jr., was our keynote speaker. He’s a great supporter of United 
Methodist Women. We were also privileged to have the National Office Major and Planned Giv-
ing Team wind up their pilot project with us.  Sandy Wilder, Sandy Ruby, and Betty Letzig have 
been refining their presentation for The Legacy Fund as the United Methodist Women prepare 
to celebrate 150 years in mission to women, children and youth.  We have been blessed to have 
three such dedicated women among us this year. 

We are preparing for our fall hands-on mission projects—Toole Tyme at Cookson Hills Center and Neighborhood San-
ta Operation at Neighborhood Services Organization.  We help the staffs of both ministries get ready for Christmas. 
Cookson Hills Center is in beautiful northeastern Oklahoma and NSO is our National Mission Institution in Oklahoma 
City. 

After our conference Spiritual Growth Retreat April 4-6, 2014, we’ll be ready to head to Louisville, KY, to Make it Hap-
pen!  We added funds to the scholarship from the jurisdiction and awarded two $500 scholarships just this week to 
first-time attendees.  We plan to fill a bus from Oklahoma, plus those who will be traveling on their own.  Louisville, 
here we come! 

After getting all pumped up at Assembly 2014, we’ll be ready to affect change in Oklahoma as we hold our first Social 
Justice Event June 21 in Oklahoma City.  Janis Roshuevel from the National Office will lead us as we learn ways to ad-
vocate for racial justice, understand anti-racism, work for immigration reform, and to improve the criminal justice sys-
tem.  Oklahoma United Methodist Women want to put our faith, hope, and love into action. We will Make it Happen!   

Cindy Hull, Oklahoma Conference President 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCentralJurisdictionUMW
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LOUISIANA CONFERENCE 

The Louisiana Conference which is composed of six districts (i.e. Acadiana, Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles, Monroe, New Orleans and Shreveport) has been blessed by three main events this year the 
Spiritual Growth Retreat, Mission U and the Annual Meeting.   Each of these events was well attend-
ed by United Methodist Women across the state.  The following are some highlights of these events. 
On Saturday, February 23, 2013, 145 women from across the state gathered in Baton Rouge at Ingle-
side United Methodist Church for the Spiritual Growth Retreat. The retreat was graciously hosted by 
the United Methodist Women of Ingleside and the Baton Rouge District.  The retreat is held every 
two years.  The theme for this years’ retreat was “Women Responding to God’s Love and Grace” and Rev. Anice N. 
Moses was the retreat facilitator. 
The “2013 Mission u: Learning Together for the Transformation of the World” was a successful event for the Louisi-
ana Conference United Methodist Women in July.   One hundred thirty (130) persons from across the conference in-
cluding the 10 study leaders, 20 First Timers, and 8 youth registered for the event.  Of the current six districts 
(Acadiana, Baton Rouge, Lake Charles, Monroe, New Orleans and Shreveport), Lake Charles was awarded a certificate 
for have the most participants registered.   The Wesley Center had a constant buzz of activities July 17-20 starting 
with Early Morning Praise, singing, the studies (“The Call”, “Roma” “Poverty”), networking with the National Mission 
Institution representatives, browsing in the bookstore, Fun Night and Ice Cream Social, Closing Worship and Holy 
Communion.   One of the highlights of Mission u on Thursday was the National Mission emphasis.  During the morn-
ing plenary   representatives from MacDonell United Methodist Children’s Services, Dulac Community Center and 
UMCOR Sager Brown share information about their agencies and set-up displays which allowed the participants to 
gather additional information throughout the day.  Over $2000.00 was collected for Louisiana’s National Mission In-
stitutions plus various items from the Institutions’ wish lists were brought to Mission u by participants across the con-
ference for the representatives to take back.  There was also a very informative display on the “Fair Trade” initia-
tive.    Thursday night Rev. Willie Berman, the Study Leader for Poverty and a GBGM Missionary, presented a power 
point presentation which highlighted  the goals and accomplishments of his mission work in Mexico.  Following the 
very informative presentation, a generous mission offering totaling over $2500.00 was collected for the Manos Juntas 
Mexico Mission.   The conference   team along with the participants was blessed by this year’s Mission u and eagerly 
looks forward to Mission u 2014. 
First United Methodist Church in Monroe was the site of the 2013 Annual Meeting held October 11-12.  The theme: 
“A New Beginning Together in Mission”; the scripture: I John 3:18 (NRSV) “…let us love, not in word or speech, but in 
truth and action.”; “The Servant Song”; and our Purpose helped to set the tone for the Annual  Meeting.  The Mission 
Candle Offering totaled $4, 309.29 and allowed the mission candle to burn for 2 hours 34 minutes and 1 second.   
One hundred-seventy-four (174) ladies from across the state registered for the meeting and the six districts together 
pledged $162,000.00 to mission for 2014.  The United Methodist Women of Louisiana were blessed to have repre-
sentatives of the National Mission Institutions located in Louisiana (i.e. Dulac Community Center, MacDonell Chil-
dren’s Services, North Rampart Street Community Center and UMCOR Sager Brown) and Edna Hickman, President of 
the South Central Jurisdiction to make presentations.   A very special blessing was having Bishop Cynthia Harvey ad-
dress the group at the Banquet on Friday evening.  

Dr. Barbara Ferguson, Louisiana Conference President 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro  Harvey  

Mission u 1st—timers! 
2014 Louisiana Conference Mission Team 
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THE GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE 

We are excited to share about our brand new conference organization, The Great 
Plains United Methodist Women! On October 12, 2013, after several months of prepa-
ration and many meetings of our Steering Committee, the Kansas East, Kansas West 
and Nebraska Conferences held our Uniting Meeting in Kearney, Nebraska. We were 
blessed to have Julia Tulloch, from the national staff, work with us throughout this 
process. At this meeting we elected our first officers, approved transitional Standing 
Rules and a budget. We also unveiled our new conference logo. 

Each of our former conferences brings a rich history to our union. Together, we look toward a bright future full of 
promise and opportunities on our shared journey as the Great Plains United Methodist Women. God has brought us 
safe this far and God will lead us  

on. The light of our predecessors has now been passed to us. As the inheritors of that light, we are the ones now 
charged with keeping the light brightly glowing as a beacon of hope for each other, in our local communities and in-
deed all around the world. 

We are excited about our new conference structure. The required officers – President, Secretary, Treasurer and Chair 
of the Committee on Nominations are joined by a Communications Coordinator and two Assistants to the President 
to help connect us to all 17 districts in our huge geographic area. Additionally, we have chosen to use the theme of 
“Our Journey as United Methodist Women in Faith, Action, Growth, Learning, Planning and Giving” as the blueprint 
for forming six Journey Action Teams that will be responsible for creating our program structure. The Team Leaders 
for the Journey Action Teams will serve as members of the Conference Leadership Team. Each of the Journey Action 
Teams will have 9-15 members on the team. Our hope is that we will have a mix of new and experienced women 
serving in areas about which they are passionate. We anticipate that some of these journey teams will be ongoing, 
some short-term and that some will have one or more sub Journey teams that develop. We want our teams to be 
composed of women of action. We want to put our faith, hope and love in action in the Great Plains and beyond.   

At least in 2014, we anticipate that our district and local organizations will retain their current structures. In the fu-
ture, they may choose to make changes to their structure, if they feel it will better help them to fulfill the Purpose of 
United Methodist Women in their local or district organization. 

Submitted by Esther Hay, The Great Plains Conference UMW President 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT PLAINS UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S LOGO 

Artist’s Statement by Deanna Holland 

When the sun rises on the Great Plains Conference, the United Methodist Women will be antici-
pating the innovation and freshness that comes from joining together in mission in a new way. 
The crisp, clear view from the north and the south, the east and the west reveals brightness, crea-
tivity and commitment in our midst. We move forward in our newness, knowing that the God of 
All That’s Old and All That’s New is faithfully journeying with us, guiding and directing, nudging us 
and calling us each by name. Our response to that call will shape a conference that is authentically 
in mission … faith ▪ hope ▪ love in action … on these Great Plains and beyond our horizon.       

Members of the first (2014) Great Plains Elected Leadership Team The Three Former Conference Presidents  
L-R: Charlotte Morrow, Kansas East; Esther 
Hay, Nebraska; Diane Thompson, Kansas 

West 
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CENTRAL TEXAS CONFERENCE 

Central Texas Conference United Methodist Women celebrated their 41st Annual Autumn 
Gathering Oct. 5 with a wonderful celebration that I call a "Mini-Assembly."  We had terrific 
speakers, one of whom was Bishop Lowry, the North Crowley High School Chamber Choir, Au-
dra Scott, an opera singer, two liturgical dance groups, dramatic readings, a retired mission-
ary, Nina Fowler, speak, as well as take care our business and install the 2014 CTC UMW offic-
ers.   
Oct. 4 after dinner at the District Leadership Development Event, Dr. Johny Garner, a TCU 

Communications professor, spoke to the conference and district officers about communication in organizations and 
the church.  Then we had individual leadership sessions for each officer. 
Several in our conference will attend the Healthy Families, Healthy Planet Advocacy Seminar in Washington D. C. Oct. 
27 - 30 as well at LDD in St. Louis Nov. 15-17. 
We have celebrated the reorganization of several new local UMW organizations this year. 
We're excited about sponsoring two mission trips in 2014.  One June 15-21 to Cookson Hills, Oklahoma and to 
McCurdy Ministries in Espanola, NM, Oct. 12-18. 
Several other events are planned for 2014.  February 22 is Sing-a-
Rainbow, the Charter for Racial Justice Event in Salado.  March 28-
29 will be the CTC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lakeview 
Camp and Conference near Waxahachie.  The theme is "Making All 
Things New" and the retreat leaders will be Reverends Judy and 
Bob Holloway.  April 5 is our Young Women's Event in Joshua 
"Body, Mind, Spirit" with time for hands-on mission, growing spir-
itually, meeting new friends, some spa time and great food. 
Our conference is looking forward to Assembly next April.  We 
have one group of 14 young women who have registered to attend 
who have never been to Assembly before.  Excitement is building.  We will "Make It Happen" and we even have the  
t-shirts that says we will! 
Linda Hutchings, President Central Texas Conference UMW 

Attendees at the Texas Legislative Event 2013 

NEW MEXICO CONFERENCE 
 
Sacramento Methodist Assembly for mission u was beautiful. The skies were never bluer, nor the air so refreshingly 
fragrant. We were given excellent studies: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly; The Roma of Europe; and Poverty 
with creative, challenging leaders.  
We managed to meet as a Conference to accept the model structure outlined in the new Bylaws. Districts and local 
units have more options than Conference does; specifically they have a vice-president. We were directed to “Program 
of Work” instead. Coordinators were melded into the Program of Work resulting in reduced numbers likely as a mon-
ey saving gambit for Conferences. We chose to have the Program Chairperson and Communication Chair to be part of 
our Mission Team Executive Board. Change is always difficult, so we’ve agreed that this is a trial to evaluate the work-
ability of the new structure.  
Our selected project for the Conference is the United Methodist Center, New Beginnings in Farmington. They serve 
women and children displaced by domestic violence, providing housing and social services as appropriate. In addition 
to the list of needs provided, we want to think about providing gift cards to Smith’s, Wal-Mart, bedding, bathroom 
items, clean usable clothing and all that might be used for when they can set up independent housekeeping as they 
exit the program.  
Louisville, KY calls us to Assembly April 25, 2014.Our units have been setting aside funds to support leaders’ attend-
ance. Red was the color selected for shirts for Assembly (and later) to be ordered from one of our Mission Projects at 
Cookson Hills, OK.  

Helen Jo Satterwhite, New Mexico Conference President 
(This article was taken from the New Mexico Conference UMW Newsletter, “The Word Sower”, no picture was available of Helen Jo) 
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