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REFLECTIONS FROM JANEREFLECTIONS FROM JANE  

Reaching a “milestone” birthday makes us stop and think about our life.  My milestone was last 
week, and it made me realize how blessed my life has been.  There was a time when I would have 
used the word, “lucky.”  So many things lately had made me aware of the hand of God in all this.  I 
feel that God is blessing UMW, and I am getting a lot of the credit. 

We hear from many UMW members that they are all “getting too old”, and we do know that some 
units have disbanded.  However, last year we got a new unit at First UMC, West Monroe, the 
Ladies of Grace, their minister calls them.  I have been invited to meet with 40 ladies to charter a 
new unit in Rayville on March 21.  We can rejoice in these additional women in our district. 

You may have heard that Louisiana, which went from nine districts to seven a few years ago, will 
only have six after Annual Conference this year.  That will give us new opportunities and new 
challenges as our district gets larger.  Let’s think of new ways to create “creative, supportive 
communities.”  Have you heard about “cluster units”, or “sub-districts?” 

I talked to Dot Parker, President of the Mer Rouge UMW, and she said that every woman in her 
church is a member of UMW.  Does that make you think that “With God, all things are possible?”  I 
think it also has to do with being flexible.  And Bonnie McDaniel in Tallulah is finding new ways to 
involve UMW members in Nursing Homes.  I know of other units doing that, also. 

Sandy DeCelle encouraged me to attend School of Christian Mission for years before I attended.  
That was the most empowering thing I have ever done.  She has been to ASSEMBLY at least twice, 
and asked me to go in 2010, but I did not go to St. Louis.  I do plan to put the 2014 Assembly in 
Louisville, Kentucky on my calendar for next year.  How about you?  Will you try something in 
UMW you have not done before?  If you have not been to a District Spiritual Growth Retreat, plan 
to come to ours on April 20th; hosted by the Ladies of Grace.  All of us here at FUMC, Monroe want 
to hear Rev. Jo Ann Cooper.  She won our hearts as our Associate Pastor.  Plan to come if this is your 
first time, or your 40th time to come to a spiritual retreat.  Then, 
June 8, Rev. Ellen Blue will be here to introduce us to her book, St. 
Mark’s and the Social Gospel.  You will be inspired by what the 
Methodist Women of New Orleans did to be disciples of Jesus.  
Check the calendar in this issue for other events that will help 
fulfill the purpose of UMW. 

Come share the blessings, 
Jane Ellett, District President 
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FROM OUR VP 

The new year has arrived and is well underway - are 
we ready for it?  What new roads will we travel, 
what new places will become familiar to us, what 
new faces will share our  journey in mission as 
United Methodist Women.  What does God say to 
us in His Word about newness?  

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past.  See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am 
making a new way in the desert, new streams in 
the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:18-19)  

“I will plant a new heart and a new spirit inside of 
you.  I will take out your stubborn, stony heart 
and give you a willing, tender heart of flesh.  And 
I will put my Sprit inside of you and inspire 
you…”  (Ezekiel 36:26) 

Many of our UMW units have begun the new year 
by observing UMW Sunday.  I for one was 
privileged to have the opportunity to take part in the 
UMW Sunday services conducted by the UMW 
ladies at Mer Rouge and at Memorial in Bastrop.  
Experiencing their warmth and hospitality was a 
lovely way to begin my UMW “new year”. 

I hope each of you are responding to Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey’s challenge to all United Methodists 
in Louisiana.  She has called us to commit to reading 
through the New Testament during the new year - 
we are to read one chapter (beginning in Matthew) 
each day and then commit to praying for one another 
on a daily basis after our Bible reading.  Once we 
have read the last chapter of Revelation, we will 
begin again reading the Gospels one more time.  
Following this plan should take us through the end 
of the 2013 year.  Bishop Harvey said, “I believe this 
kind of discipline will continue to unite us in prayer 

and will also be fruitful in ways we have yet to 
experience.”  Join the thousands of Louisiana United 
Methodists who are being strengthened in ministry 
through Bible reading and prayer in 2013. 

Let’s all begin planning to attend the UMW 
Spiritual Growth Retreat in April - more 
information on this event is in Janet’s Spiritual 
Growth section.  And by all means let’s get together 
there! 

Another opportunity in April that we might want to 
consider is the Labyrinth Training Retreat held on 
April 18-19 - (check-in at  2 pm on Thursday , 
conclusion Friday at Noon) at the Wesley Center in 
Woodworth - a great time for reflection and 
spiritual rest.  The labyrinth is a wonderful spiritual 
tool for our UMW groups.  We have all participated 
at one time or another in the labyrinth walk and 
loved it.  Think about going.  For more information 
contact Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or email her 
at lindagregg@la-umc.org for registration information. 

This year will be full of wonderful experiences 
waiting to be shared with one another.  Let me 
encourage you as I did last year to use your 2013 
Prayer Calendar during your devotional time; 
participate in the UMW Reading Program; take 
time to familiarize yourselves with articles in 
Response magazine and, most importantly, plan to 
gather together for every UMW event and 
fellowship opportunity.  As in that old hymn “Bless 
be the tie that binds”, it binds us together in 
Christian love and kindred fellowship. 

Don’t forget our UMW theme for 2013 - Women 
Responding to God’s Love & Grace  (Luke 1:46-
48). 

Yours in Christ Jesus,  
Beverly Bennett 
Vice President, Monroe District UMW 
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Spiritual Growth Corner 

In case you didn’t get to attend the La. Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat in February, you now have 
a chance to make up for it.  Even if you did go to Baton Rouge, you will be blessed by coming to our 
Monroe District Retreat , at First United Methodist Church, West Monroe, on Saturday, April 20th.  
The new UMW unit there has agreed to host us, and I am grateful and excited. 

Another reason for excitement is the fact that Rev. Jo Ann Cooper has consented to be our keynote 
speaker.  I am fortunate to have known her as Associate Pastor for several years at First UMC, Monroe.  
During her time there she led small-group studies that ended up not very small-group after all.  The con-
gregation loved her for her down-to-earth sermons and spiritual insights.  Personally, I sometimes felt 
that she had taken us to the feet of God.  Yet when we went to lunch together, she was simply my 
friend.  Currently Jo Ann serves as Associate Pastor to Noel Memorial UMC, Shreveport. 

Please come join us on April 20th in the Fellowship Hall of First UMC, West Monroe.  Registration is 
at 9:30 and the program will start promptly at 10:00.  Bring a sack lunch.  Drinks and desserts--also cof-
fee, juice, and breakfast goodies--will be provided by various UMW Units.  The Retreat will end at 2:00.  
I look forward to seeing you there. 

Sincerely, 
Janet Dawson 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

MONROE DISTRICT SPIRITUAL GROWTH RETEAT 
Saturday, April 20, 2013 

Registration 9:30 AM 
Session starts promptly at 10 AM and continues until 2 PM. 

First United Methodist Church 
1411 Glenwood Drive, West Monroe, LA 71291 

  (318) 387-0511 
Don’t miss this opportunity to grow in grace with our  

Speaker, Rev. Jo Ann Cooper who is a “spirit filled” and gifted teacher. 
She is currently serving at Noel UMC in Shreveport. 

Bring your sack lunch;  drinks and dessert will be provided. 
 

Driving Directions: 
From Monroe (east) drive across the Ouachita River to N. 7th street. 

Turn Right on 7th and drive to Crosley Street. 
Crosley is at traffic light one block north of St. Paschal’s Catholic Church. 

Turn left onto Crosley & continue. 
Crosley becomes Glenwood Dr. and takes you to First UMC.  It will be on the Right. 

From I-20 West (Ruston etc.) Take Exit 114 & merge to Thomas Rd. 
Stay Right to go North on Thomas & Turn Right onto Glennwood. 

Stay Right on Glennwood to church on Left. 

From I-20 East (Rayville, Delhi, Winnsboro, etc.) Take Exit 114 turn Right onto Thomas Rd. 
Take 1st Rt onto Glennwood.  Stay Right on Glennwood to church on Left. 
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Reading Program Has Much to Offer 

In and Around 

the District 

This space is dedicated to interesting things 
that are happening in your local units.  I had 
several for the first edition.  Please let us 
know what is happening in your corner of 
the district. 

I hope everyone is reading feverously to have a good 

report to send in when we do our reporting in July 

for the Reading Program.  Please let me know if I 

can be of any help to you. 

I will be learning how to use the all new resource 

ordering system.  In December the operation was 

moved from Dallas to the Atlanta area.  They report 

that this should be a more efficient system.  I hope 

that I will have this mastered by the time we order 

for the Mini School in August. 

Marcia McNeill 

Program Resource Secretary 

318-255-3439 

Or email:  mamcn@suddenlink.net 

Church Women United 
2013 Celebrations 

Friday, May 3, 2013 
10:30 am to 1:00 pm 

First United Methodist Church 
2900 Loop Road, Monroe, LA 

Exploring the Biblical text, Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” 

MAY FRIENDSHIP DAY 

“Swing wide the doors of hospitality” 

Bring a salad to share 

Drinks and Desserts provided by host church 

In our units of Church Women United, in our faith 
communities, and in our personal lives, we have many 
opportunities to swing wide the doors of hospitality.  
Many times we are caught in situations that are un-
comfortable and we feel like looking through a peep-
hole instead of opening wide the door.  How open are 
we toward the newcomer, the person who is different 
because of race, ethnic group, sexual orientation, or 
physical, mental or emotional handicaps?  In the May 
Friendship Celebration, we hope to find ways to open 
wide the doors to God’s people, whoever they are and 
wherever we meet them on our faith journey. 

Early Summer Treat 

Another special event that we will be privileged to host in our district will occur on June 8 at St 
Paul’s UMC, 1909 Lexington Avenue in Monroe.  Rev. Ellen Blue will be here to introduce us to her 
book, St. Mark’s and the Social Gospel.  You will be inspired by what the Methodist Women of New Orle-
ans did to be disciples of Jesus.  

Women of New Orleans from 1895-1965 working out of St Mark’s Community Center provided 
health care and many other needs for women of that area.  Louisiana women did hands-on volunteer 
work that changed the city of New Orleans.  The deaconesses were professionally trained, and as 
spiritual mothers of the St. Mark’s congregation, they led the support for its pastor.  

 Dr. Blue said, “when I began to do this research for my doctoral studies I had no clue about the work 
the UMW and its predecessor organizations did in the late 19th and early 20th century.”  She tells 
how difficult it was to find any recorded history of the period on these early church women.  Much of 
it came from crumbling scrapbooks long stored on dark closet shelves.  She hopes we can learn from 
what they did and how they did it.  Perhaps their story will inspire our United Methodist Women of 
today just as it inspired Dr. Blue. 
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IMPORTANT 2013 EVENTS TO REMEMBER 

April 20, 2013 District Spiritual Growth Retreat 
First UMC Monroe, Fellowship Hall 
2900 Loop Rd., Monroe 
Registration 9:30 AM  Program 10 AM –2 PM 
Bring Sack Lunch 

May 3, 2013 Church Women United-Celebration 
First UMC Monroe 10:30 AM-1:00 PM 

June 8, 2013 Special Book Review– Dr. Ellen Blue 
St. Paul’s UMC 1909 Lexington Ave., Monroe 

July 17-20 Conference School of Missions 
 The Wesley Center, Woodworth 

August 2013 District Mini School 
 Memorial UMC, Bastrop, more info later 

October  11-12, 2013 Conference Annual Meeting 
 Clarion Hotel & First UMC Monroe 

November 2013 District Annual Meeting 

REPORTS 

Treasurer Report: Due to Dist Treasurer — 
 Feb. 15, May 15, Aug. 15, Nov. 15 
Peggy Anderson 318-368-3507 
 330 Corney Creek Rd., Farmerville, LA  71241 
 pjaneander@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter Request & Address Changes:  
To Dist. Secretary as soon as they are available 
Clara Toombs  318-398-9006 
 2502 Burg Jones Ln., Monroe, LA 71202 
 cetooms@myway.com 

Thoughts from the editor… 

I request your help collecting the information that 
needs to be conveyed to our members.  Please share 
any news that promotes our Mission Purpose and 
Goals.  Information and accomplishments of our 
members is also worthy of sharing.  Many of these 
ideas will be used in the column “In and Around 
the District” 

Peace be with all, 
Marcia McNeill,  318-255-3439 
2701 Belcara Dr., Ruston, LA  71270 
mamcn@suddenlink.net 

Your District Officers for this year are: 

President—Jane Ellet 318-387-9771 
2409 Trenton St., West Monroe  71291 
jellett@bayou.com—First UMC, Monroe 

Vice President—Beverly Bennett 318-665-0221 
7647 West Lake Rd., Sterlington, LA  71280 
bsbppines@hotmail.com-St. Andrews UMC, Sterlington 

Secretary—Clara Toombs 318-398-9006 
2502 Burg Jones Ln., Monroe, LA  71202 
cetooms@myway.com—First UMC, Monroe 

Treasurer—Peggy Anderson 318-368-3507 
330 Corney Creek Rd., Farmerville, LA  71241 
pjaneander@bellsouth.net—Farmerville UMC 

MISSION COORDINATORS: 

Spiritual Growth— 
Janet Dawson 318-387-0679 
2110 Elmwood Dr., Monroe, LA  71201 
dawson21102110@comcast.net—First UMC, Monroe 

Social Action— 
Janette Taunton 318-368-2121 
570 N Spillway, Farmerville, LA  71241 
jbrtaunton@bellsouth.net—Farmerville UMC 

Education & Interpretation— 
Macy Craft 318-737-2571 
5410 Bonaire Dr., Monroe, LA  71201 
macycraft@aol.com 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach— 
Dorothy Golson 318-428-4540 
PO Box 250, Oak Grove, LA  71263—Epps UMW 

Sec. Program Resources— 
Marcia McNeill 318-255-3439 
2701 Belcara Dr., Ruston, LA  71270 
mamcn@suddenlink.net—Trinity UMC, Ruston 

Chair, Com. on Nominations— 
Kay Arthur 318-281-8451 
6796 Hudson Ln., Bastrop, LA  71220 
kayarthur@suddenlink.net 
—Memorial UMC, Bastrop [2012] 

Committee on Nominations: 

Bonnie McDaniel 318-574-1905 
—Tallulah UMC [2015] 

Floyce Meyer 318-396-2118 
—McGuire UMC, West Monroe [2014] 

Sheila Long 318-255-2134 
St. Andrews UMC, Sterlington [2016] 
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COMING   SOON 

Monroe District Spiritual Growth Retreat 

APRIL 20, 2013 

Registration 9:30 AM  Retreat 10 AM-2 PM 

Rev Jo Ann Cooper of Noel UMC Shrevepor t 

Hosting —Ladies of Grace—First UMC 
West Monroe, Louisiana 
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