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2 I Louisiana now  

It has been 18 months since our arrival in Louisiana. My, how 
time flies! Much has happened, and much is still yet ahead 
for the great people we call United Methodists in Louisiana.

By mid-April, all the districts will have been visited at 
least twice. The number of districts in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference has been reduced from seven to six. We set forth 
a new vision and mission–and a set of core values that will 
guide our future. Appointments have been made, Annual 
Conference has been held, a vision team called the Joshua 
Team has been hard at work, and the re-structure team will 
have a report for this year’s Conference. Mission teams have 
been sent to the four corners of the planet and lives are being 
changed. There is so much happening in and around us.

I am pleased with progress but, of course, I am not a 
patient person and see so much yet ahead. I am trying to 
be intentional and deliberate, working slowly and carefully.

I am excited about this new magazine for communicating 
what is happening in mission and ministry in Louisiana. You 
will find this first issue chocked full of outward and visible 
signs of transformation as the Spirit stirs all around us. Not 
only are communities being transformed, but even more 
importantly, people are being transformed.

In fact, we are:
•  Leading others into abundant life in Christ,
•  Engaging in our communities locally and globally in 

significant ways,
•  Learning,  living and telling the Gospel story to the 

nations,
•  Reaching out and drawing people from all walks of life.
We are beginning to see fruit on the vines that have been 

tilled and pruned and carefully nourished by the Spirit. We 
are hearing of young seminarians from around the U.S. who 
want to come to Louisiana to serve. You paid 97% of your 
apportionments; more than many Annual Conferences. Lou-
isiana gives more to missions per worshipper than almost 
any other Conference in the United States. There are many 
indicators of strength among us, yet there is still much work 
ahead. We still have churches that report no professions of 
faith or baptisms. While metrics do not always tell the whole 
story, they do serve as indicators of vitality. I said it at Annual 
Conference and will continue to say it over and over again 
- when we are leading others into abundant life in Christ, 
engaging in the community, learning, living and telling the 
Gospel story, and reaching out and drawing in people from 

On the JOurney
a message from 
BIshop CynthIa fIerro harVey

all walks of life, we WILL have vibrant, 
vital congregations that are alive and 
serving as beacons of hope in their com-
munities. We WILL have to establish new 
faith communities; we will have many 
more professions of faith and baptisms. 
We will be transforming the world. We 
will not be able to help ourselves!

Change is hard for all of us, but I also 
know that change is necessary for us as 
an Annual Conference, as a denomina-
tion and as a church. The 2014 Louisi-
ana Annual Conference will be one of 
those occasions for change. The plan-
ning team has been hard at work and 
while I don’t want to give away too 
much, I ask you to stay open to the excitement that is yet 
ahead. The theme “Woven Together, Changing the World” 
will bring a freshness to our time together. I hope that you 
will plan now to be at the Pre-Conference Meeting sched-
uled for 3 p.m. on May 18 in each of your districts. I will 
be with you at all six district locations via live feed. You 
will be able to join others from across the conference who 
will gather simultaneously through the gift of technology 
and a live feed. We will talk about the format for this year’s 
Annual Conference, teach you a few songs and begin to 
experience the Spirit’s stirring among us. I will give you a 
couple of hints about Annual Conference...You will want 
to arrive as early as possible on Sunday, and you will want 
to be present on Tuesday night! This year’s event will be 
held June 8-11 at Centenary College.

There is so much ahead for us. Mission teams continue 
to spread themselves around the world, the 2014 Louisiana 
Skeeter Run is around the corner, the Word is being preached 
and the Good News proclaimed.

My prayer each day is that we might remain faithful to 
God, who has called us. I pray that we not become distracted 
but instead hold nothing sacred but the mission - to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Blessings to you, your families and your congregations! 
May you experience God’s grace and peace in all you do.

In Christ,
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey

We ARe 
begiNNiNg to 
See fRuit oN 
tHe viNeS...
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 fiRSt uNited MetHodiSt CHuRCH 
 iN SHRevePoRt HAS A 

ThRouGh boTh CoMMuNITy 
and international outreach efforts, this 
historic church of close to 4,000 mem-
bers is living out the Louisiana Con-
ference vision of “engaging with our 
surrounding communities locally and 
globally in significant ways.” e

passion 
for mission

Uganda
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foR exAMPle, five yeARS Ago, 
First UMC made the decision to support 
Darivager and Big House orphanages in Les 
Cayes, Haiti. With the church’s annual fi-
nancial commitment of more than $65,000, 
First UMC is currently supporting the life 
care expenses of 100 children in the impov-
erished, earthquake-torn country. Through 
the efforts of medical mission teams sent to 
Haiti over the years, the church has estab-
lished and nurtured relationships with its 
underserved communities. 

In 2012, First UMC took a bold stand 

mission opportunities in five countries—
haiti, Costa Rica, uganda,  Ecuador  and 
Russia. This level of involvement in interna-
tional service sets a standard that is not only 
impressive, but inspiring to other churches 
in their quest to grow missions.

Knowing that a staff director was essential 
for driving its mission initiative, in August 
of 2013, First uMC hired Ashley Goad as 
the full-time Director of Global Missions. 
She is responsible for creating partnerships 
across the world, forming mission teams to 
serve alongside missionaries and to become 

mission teams from performing the same 
medical tasks and procedures multiple times 
on patients. 

Medical missions to Haiti are slated for 
June 7-14 and oct. 4-11, 2014. Teams will 
also head to the country in February, June 
and october of 2015. Medical teams will 
serve at Dr. Junior’s clinic at Cambry. He will 
organize the work and line up the patients 
for the teams, with assistance from Dr. Will 
Caldwell from Charlotte, North Carolina.

This April, the church is partnering with 
First Presbyterian Church in Shreveport to 

passion for mission

for mission. Rev. Dr. Pat Day, senior pas-
tor, issued a challenge to the church—that 
by 2022, First UMC would have established 
a solid mission partnership on every con-
tinent and made provisions for a mission 
budget of $1 million dollars.  

This inspiring journey was initiated by 
learning more about how to bring clean wa-
ter to countries where none exists. Members 
of First UMC attended Clean Water U in 
oxford, Miss., a training offered by Living 
Waters for The World. In November of 2013, 
the first clean water system underwritten by 
First UMC was installed in Savanette, Haiti. 
A community of more than 1,000 is now 
drinking and using clean water.

Beginning in 2014, First UMC will offer 

involved in global projects.
Goad is a veteran of more than 50 short-

term missions to different parts of the world. 
She previously served as the director of So-
lar Under the Sun, a nonprofit organization 
which trains teams to install solar-powered 
systems in impoverished communities.  

First UMC continues to sponsor chil-
dren at Darivager orphanage in haiti. Each 
month, money sent by the church pays for 
food, educational supplies and lodging ex-
penses. The church is also funding the sal-
ary of Dr. osselin Junior, who oversees the 
medical care of the children at Darivager, 
Big House and three other orphanages. 
He has hired an administrator to keep re-
cords on each child, which will help prevent 

install  a  clean water  system  in Gonaives, 
Haiti. The team will lead the installation of 
the system at Myan orphanage, followed 
by a vist to Darivager orphanage to make 
upgrades on the facility’s solar power sys-
tem. And of course, visits with the children 
living in the two homes are the highlight 
of the mission!
First uMC’s work in Costa Rica will be 

facilitated through a partnership with Wil 
and yolanda bailey of Costa Rica Mission 
Projects. Wil is a North Carolina Conference 
Missionary and United Methodist Volun-
teers in Mission Individual Volunteer. He 
works through the Costa Rican Methodist 
Conference to identify construction projects 
and manages a Costa Rican staff compiled 

Uganda

Uganda

Haiti

HaitiUganda ecuador

Haiti
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of trained workers, who work side by side 
with church volunteers. “This is a perfect 
mission for first time volunteers, students 
and young adults, as no skills are required. 
There is something for everyone,” said Goad. 
The mission is set for May 24-31. 

In Uganda, First UMC will partner with 
missionaries Jeremy and Tamara Boone who 
have spent years living among the people of 
the Masese Slum near Jinja. “They started by 
holding weekly prayer meetings and Bible 
studies and teaching job skills to the young 
women. Now, they are expanding their focus 

Goad.  This site also accommodates medical 
mission teams. 

A team from First UMC and Broadmoor 
UMC, Shreveport recently returned from a 
mission to First uMC, Ekaterinburg. James 
Gillespie, long-time coordinator of the Rus-
sia Initiative for the Louisiana Conference 
and member of Broadmoor UMC, accom-
panied the team. Conference teams have 
been serving in Russia for the past 20 years, 
and First UMC used this “fact-finding” mis-
sion to discover how the church might best 
serve future needs of the church and the 

“Whether sorting gently used household 
items to give someone a fresh start, hav-
ing conversation and prayer with someone 
who is hurting, sharing a meal or painting a 
house, the outreach missions of First UMC 
lovingly bring together folks from all walks 
of life,” said Danielle Reans, director of local 
missions for First UMC.
Through  its  Community  Grants  Pro-

gram, the church is involved in fiscal and 
relational partnerships with Catholic Chari-
ties, the MLK Health Center, the Northwest 
Louisiana Food Bank and The Hub, which 

to HIV/AIDS prevention, and giving appro-
priate microloans,” said Goad. While  the 
Boones are not in a position to host teams of 
great size, they welcome prayer and discus-
sion. Support for the Boones will go toward 
their micro-finance ministry.

Hands-on support in Uganda will be pro-
vided by teams helping to construct a school 
and an orphan center. A team is scheduled 
to serve in Uganda from June 12-22. 
A mission team to Ecuador, slated for No-

vember 22-29, will involve the construction 
of education facilities housing classrooms 
for 200 students, kitchen facilities and a 
cafeteria. “Each construction mission has a 
Vacation Bible School element, which makes 
this trip perfect for groups of all ages,” said 

Russian community.
Rev. Day is awed by the church’s response 

to the challenge he issued in 2012. “Vision 
2022 at First Shreveport began with that 
challenge just two years ago. We have had an 
amazing buy-in from the congregation. We 
are debt free. our current operating budget, 
specifically for missions, is at $333,000—
one third of our 10-year goal. And First 
UMC is taking a missional approach to all 
we do,” he said. 

 In addition to its global focus, First UMC 
enthusiastically addresses the needs of the 
church’s surrounding community. one of 
its most popular local ministries is “City 
Saturday Missions,” a variety of outreach 
opportunities for church volunteers.

focuses on urban ministry in the city of 
Shreveport.

First UMC also provides volunteers to 
serve at the food bank, and helps serve com-
munity meals like their annual Christmas 
Day Love Feast.

“Throughout the congregation are un-
countable individuals serving independently 
to enhance the lives of their neighbors. It is 
our mission to ‘Embrace Grace and Grow 
Leaders’ to demonstrate Christ’s welcom-
ing love as far as we can reach through our 
monetary resources, our state of the art fa-
cilities and digital strength, and—perhaps 
most of all—through our one to one rela-
tionships in giving and serving in the com-
munity,” said Rev. Day. n 

ecuador

Russia

Haiti

Russia

Haiti ecuador
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by Sarah, who receives help from people 
like Beth several times a day. “We have 
been fortunate enough to have a huge num-
ber of volunteers that continue to help with 
feedings throughout each day. From the 
time we announced that we were expect-
ing quintuplets, the family has been over-
whelmed and humbled by the compassion 
and generosity of those in our church and 
in our community,” said Plauché, shown 
top right with her mother Shawn and the 
five children.

All it takes is a quick visit with the quin-
tuplets to get a clear picture of just how 
much hands-on help is needed to keep 
this group well-fed, healthy and happy. on 
the afternoon of the photo shoot for the 
pictures used in this article, I watched as 
Parks and two church volunteers tended to 
the needs of each child as they woke from 
their afternoon naps. First, there were the 

30 diaper changes, 
15 bottLes, 

20 snacks and meaLs and 

The quints, now 18 months old, were born 
three months prematurely. “Amazingly, 
each and every one of the babies weighed 
over two pounds,” said Shawn Parks, mater-
nal grandmother to the five children.

Caring for the needs of one toddler, or 
even twins, can be a daunting task. In the 
case of five children that are exactly the 
same age, raising this large group “takes a 
village.” or, possibly a church.

“The church family has been there for the 
Plauchés, not just spiritually, but physically.  
Since the day the quintuplets were brought 
home from the hospital, church members 
have helped feed, bath and love these ba-
bies,” said Beth Bowers, one of a team of 
volunteers from St. Luke Simpson UMC 
and neighboring University UMC that as-
sists Sarah Plauché and her children on a 
daily basis.

A carefully orchestrated schedule is kept 

These essential tasks 
(and countless more!) 
are part of the daily 
routine for the Plauché 
family, members of 
St. Luke Simpson United 
Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles–and 
parents of quintuplets.

By Betty BaCkstrOm

COver aNd stOry phOtOs 
By sarah BaCkstrOm

cover story

hundreds 
of hugs 

and kisses
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sounds from each toddler as he or she was 
rousing from slumber. Then, volunteers 
took turns bringing the children, one at 
a time, from their beds into the gated and 
baby-proofed section of what was once the 
home’s family room (now,  known as the 
“baby zone”). Each child received hugs, a 
fresh diaper and a bottle of milk in rapid 
succession.

During the photo shoot, the children 
were in good spirits and enjoyed the expe-
rience. Little Reese spontaneously climbed 
into the toy car with his brother owen and 
flashed a grin right at the camera. Corinne 
and Tessa, fascinated with the smaller toys 
surrounding them, looked up at the lens 
at just the right moment. And “happy go 
lucky” Miles gave the photographer the 
same joyful grin he had sported during 
the entire afternoon. After the shoot, the 
group realized that we had just witnessed 
a small “miracle”—five toddlers all smil-
ing and looking toward a camera at the 
same instant!

In the Plauché household, such small 

in tHe 
plaUcHé 

HoUSeHold, 
SUcH Small 

miRacleS 
aboUnd 

eveRy day. 
team would like to 
put on a show for 

cars, trucks and mo-
torcycles to benefit the 

quintuplets. our minister, 
Rev. Jack o’Dell liked the idea, calling it 
an ‘opportunity to offer a good community 
experience while doing good,’” said Beth, 
who is shown top left with Rev. o’Dell at 
St. Luke Simpson UMC, next to her hus-
band’s restored automobile.         

“Cars for Quints” features concessions, 
bake sale items and of course, the car show. 

Sarah Plauché feels “very blessed” that 
volunteers from St. Luke Simpson UMC 
coordinated “Cars for Quints.” “We feel 
so fortunate to have people in our lives 
who are eager to do things to benefit our 
‘miracle babies.’”

Most would agree that it really does “take 
a village” to raise a child. The congregation 
of St. Luke Simpson UMC in Lake Charles 
embodies that concept, blessing the lives of 
the Plauché family while receiving bless-
ings of their own, “one hundredfold.” n 

miracles abound every day. Per-
haps one of the most important 
such occurrences is the unflagging 
and dependable assistance from car-
ing church and community volunteers 
that are helping to raise this precious group 
of children. 

Sarah Plauché is grateful for the assis-
tance from St. Luke Simpson that takes 
many forms. Some is provided through 
hands-on caretaking. often, prayer  sup-
port lends comfort. And other help comes 
through financial contributions. 
one very unique and creative example 

of this monetary help is being provided 
by proceeds from a car show, sponsored 
by St. Luke Simpson UMC on March 15 
to benefit the Plauché family.  The show is 
the brainstorm of Bowers and her husband 
Joe, who coordinated the event. “Joe and I 
have always been involved in mission work 
at church, and we also enjoy car shows as 
Joe recently finished a five-year restoration 
on his 1972 Dodge Charger. We both de-
cided to see if St. Luke Simpson’s mission 
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skeeter run

furry feLine friends 
keep comfy with

skeeter run 
cat beds

So when the 50-plus volunteers did “take 
down” after the baton Rouge run, the left 
over t-shirts were loaded into Gary’s trailer 
to take home. As luck would have it, some 
of the shirts were damp and became slightly 
mildewed before they were rescued from 
the trailer.

Fortunately, the damaged shirts were re-
purposed through a volunteer project spear-
headed by Merrifield’s daughter, Justice, a 
13-year-old eighth grader at Louisiana State 
University’s Laboratory School.

“In order to salvage the material, my wife 
Mandi laundered the shirts thoroughly. My 
daughter Justice got the idea of turning the 
shirts into beds for cats that could be donat-
ed to a local pet shelter. So she spent hours 
making these beds, which she is distribut-
ing to be used by cats without a home,” said 
Gary.

The Merrifield family is not only very 
fond of cats, they love all animals. The me-
nagerie of pets owned by the family includes 
three horses, four dogs, two cats, a number 
of fish, and a bearded dragon named ZuToo. 

This busy family—which is actively 
involved at University United Methodist 
Church in baton Rouge—is also passionate 

“For most of the 10 sites throughout the 
state, race volunteers woke up to temper-
atures in the 20’s. It’s always nice to have 
cooler temperatures for a race, but it was 
truly  cold!,”  said Gary Merrifield,  event 
chair for last year’s run and chair for the 
2014 event slated for oct. 11.

Despite the chilly weather, all 10 races 
went off without a hitch on that “frozen” 
Saturday. Merrifield was assisting that 
morning with registration for the Baton 
Rouge event, bringing Skeeter Run t-shirts 
to distribute at the race site at First United 

Methodist Church. Nearly 500 run-
ners and walkers signed up for 
the baton Rouge race, but a 

number of those pre-regis-
tered for the event were a 

“no show.” 
“We had quite a 

few shirts that were 
not picked up that 
morning. I think the 
weather played a role 

in some folks deciding 
to stay home and stay 

warm,” said Merrifield 
with a laugh.

Below

Hannah Merrifield 
enjoys sitting on a cat 
bed sewn by her owner 
Justice Merrifield, 
crafted out of Skeeter 
Run t-shirts.

When organizers for the 2013 Louisiana 
Skeeter run selected the date of March 2 for 
the statewide event, they didn’t anticipate the 

unseasonably cold weather that would greet 
runners and walkers that frigid morning.
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about running. Both 
teens are members of 
the Lab School’s track 
team  while  Gary  keeps  a 
busy racing schedule, partici-
pating in triathlons. Mandi runs and has 
competed in several 5Ks.
This passion for running made Gary’s in-

terest in the conference-sponsored Skeeter 
Run a natural fit. Serving as overall event 
chair for the second year in a row, his enthu-
siasm for the cause only continues to grow.
“The Skeeter Run is such a perfect proj-

ect for United Methodist churches, helping 
us to connect with our communities while 
raising funds and awareness for Imagine No 
Malaria. The best thing about the race is 
that this fun event appeals to all ages and 
gives our churches a chance to come togeth-
er for a good cause,” said Merrifield. “The 
Skeeter Run allows us to showcase what our 
church family can do and offers those with-
out a church home a chance to experience 
church life.”

Last year’s event was a big success with 
approximately 2,500 volunteers and par-
ticipants raising nearly $78,000 for this life-
saving initiative sponsored by The United 

Methodist Church. 
“The more participation 

we have, the greater chance we 
have to raise awareness about ma-

laria, which kills hundreds of thousands 
of people, annually. The vast majority of 
these victims are children under the age 
of five,” said Betty Backstrom, director of 
communications for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Backstrom serves as confer-
ence-liaison for the Skeeter Run.
The 2014 Louisiana Skeeter Run will be 

held in seven cities, with a run in each of the 
six districts and a race at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth. Host churches for the events 
include Asbury UMC, Lafayette (Acadiana 
District); university uMC, baton Rouge 
(baton Rouge District); university uMC, 
Lake Charles (Lake Charles District); Trinity 
uMC, Ruston (Monroe District); St. Timo-
thy on the Northshore UMC, Mandeville 
(New orleans District); and First uMC, 
Shreveport (Shreveport District). Due to 
conflicts, the Shreveport District run will 
be held Aug. 9 instead of oct. 11.

Local churches will soon be receiving 
promotional tools to “get the word out” to 
their congregations about the race. 

Pastors and lay leaders of local churches 
are encouraged by Bishop Harvey and and 
the Appointive Cabinet to:
•  Promote  the  Skeeter  Run  through 

church media, Facebook, websites and 
newsletters. 
•  The registration site (which is being 

tweaked to enhance efficiency) will go live in 
the next months. We will keep you posted; 
please encourage church members to reg-
ister once the site is live. 
•  Pastors, please speak about the event 

from the pulpit during announcements!
•  Make SuRE there is a point person in 

your congregation who is responsible for 
signing up church members for the run! 
This will increase your church’s level of 
participation. n

aBove

The Merrifield family–Mandi, 
Justice, Kaelan and Gary–are 
pictured outside of University 
United Methodist Church, host 
church for the 2014 Skeeter Run 
in Baton Rouge. Participants are 
shown enjoying last year’s event, 
top left, and the 2012 Skeeter 
Run, top right.
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buddy church

“buddy church”                                           

For several years, Wright has been active in 
“Buddy Camp,” a community-wide project 
supported by First UMC that allows chil-
dren both with—and without—develop-
mental challenges to participate in a week-
long summer day camp.

Working with the parents of these chil-
dren with special needs, Wright began to 
realize that there are not enough services 
in place to help these families.

“They love Buddy Camp. But Buddy 
Camp is only five days, for one week out of 
52 weeks a year,” said Wright. “These fami-
lies spend the majority of their year looking 

Church” activities. “‘Buddy Church’ will take 
place at the first part of every month with 
the hope of expanding these offerings in the 
fall of 2014,” Wright said.

 Plans are underway to develop an ongo-
ing monthly worship service at First UMC 
for families and their children with special 
needs.

The church’s website has this to say about 
its annual “Buddy Camp,” which serves chil-
dren who have completed Kindergarten 
through fifth grade: “Campers are placed 
into buddy pairs to allow all children the op-
portunity to share quality, structured camp 
activities that encourage them to learn more 
about each other and develop friendships, 
healthy behaviors and Christian attitudes.”

These principles are guiding the devel-
opment of “Buddy Church.” By creating a 
comfortable space within its walls for chil-
dren with special needs, these families—and 
those within First UMC’s congregation—
are blessed with a wider group of Christian 
friendships and supportive relationships. 

To find out more information about 
the program, visit www.fumca.org/buddy 
ministries; to know more about First  
UMC’s camp offering, visit  www.fumca.org/ 
buddycamp. n  

article written with assistance from Bill sumrall, 

first umC’s Communications assistant.

forward to Buddy Camp, but when Friday 
comes, they go home to wait for the next 
camp, which is 51 weeks away.”

He began to recognize how difficult it can 
be for these families to do things that most 
people take for granted. “They often don’t 
go out to eat because their child won’t sit 
in the booth quietly, and they get strange 
looks,” Wright explained. “or they don’t go 
to church because in church you have to 
be quiet and the only time you get up is 
when the preacher tells you to please rise 
and sing. Also, the sanctuary could be too 
light or too dark—or the music too soft or 
too loud—for many children with special 
needs to tolerate.” 

It is from this realization that the concept 
of “Buddy Church” was born. In response, 
First UMC has since initiated several pro-
grams for children with special needs that 
bring them, and their families, more fully 
into the life of the church. 

To provide a welcoming atmosphere for 
the children, a Sunday school classroom was 
converted to host the children while their 
parents attend worship services. The class 
was launched on Christmas Eve, with four 
adults working one on one with four class 
members with special needs.

 Currently, children and their families are 
invited to attend Sunday school with their 
peers, or if they prefer, to join in “Buddy 

heLps chiLdren with speciaL needs

Rob Wright is helping  
his congregation– 
First United Methodist 
Church in Alexandria–
better serve children 
with special needs 
in his community.
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maRcH

3/29  

Confirmation day with the Bishop                                                            
the wesley Center, woodworth, La.

3/30
One great hour of sharing 
(benefits umCOr)

3/30-31
division of deacons and diaconal 
ministers retreat                          
the wesley Center, woodworth, La.

3/30-4/2               
division of elders retreat                                                                             
the wesley Center, woodworth, La.

apRil

4/3-5                                
spiritual academy forgiveness retreat                                                  
the wesley Center, woodworth, La.

4/8                                  
monroe district gathering                                                                           
first umC, monroe, La.

4/18                                 
attacca string Quartet Concert 
in memory of Nancy Carruth        
rayne memorial umC, New Orleans, La.

4/20                                 
easter sunday                                                                                                  

4/25-27                           
united methodist women assembly                                                      
Louisville, kentucky

4/28-5/1                  
spiritual academy spiritual 
direction Class                                            
the wesley Center, woodworth, La.

Mary Katherine Davidson Paine

12/19/2013

Dorothy Dowden  •  12/22/2013

Rev. Denver Dale Lyons  •  12/22/2013

Rev. Joe hunter  •  12/28/2013

Rev. George WC Calvin  •  1/4/2014

Rev. Wilson J. King •  1/9/2014

Rev. Rand Guy Ernest •  1/18/2014

Rev. John Calvin Coker •  1/28/2014

Geraldine Crawford Smith •  2/8/2014

Rev. Melvin Ray holt •  2/10/2014

Rev. Albert holland •  2/10/2014

Rev. Abraham Davis •  3/04/2014

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey and the 
members of the Appointive Cabinet re-
cently announced that Rev. Ken Irby will be 
appointed Shreveport District Superinten-
dent and that Rev. John Cannon will serve 
as Acadiana District Superintendent after 
the 2014 Louisiana Annual Conference.
Rev. Irby, pastor of broadmoor uMC 

in Shreveport, replaces Rev. Donald Avery 
in the role of Shreveport DS as Rev. Avery 
moves to retired status. Rev. Cannon, pas-
tor of First uMC in Minden, replaces Rev. 
Ed boyd in the role of Acadiana DS as Rev. 
Boyd moves to retired status.

“I’m honored to be invited to serve in 
this way,” said Irby. “I hope my 30 years 
of experience in local church ministry will 
enable me to help churches and pastors in 
my district.  It is a challenging time to be 
the church, and it calls for the best that we 
all have to give.”

A native of Dallas, Texas, Irby obtained 
a bachelor of Arts in Religious Education 
from oral Roberts university and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from the Candler School 
of Theology from Emory university.  his 
appointments in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference include First UMC, Slidell, 
associate pastor (1984-86), Luling UMC 
(1986-88), Amite and Independence UMCs 
(1988-92), First UMC, Lafayette (1992-
95), university uMC, baton Rouge (1995-
2005) and Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 
(2005-2014).

Ken and his wife Kay have three children, 
Seth, 25, Nathan, 22, and Caroline, 19.

“My passion in ministry is helping peo-
ple connect with Christ’s ministry of out-
reaching love,” said Cannon. “As a district 
superintendent, I hope to continue in this 
ministry with the churches of the Acadiana 
District by encouraging congregations to 
focus on the mission of ‘making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world’ and on living out the values of 
Louisiana Annual Conference.”
Cannon has a bachelor of Arts in Eng-

lish from the University of Arkansas, his 
Juris Doctorate from the LSU Law Center, 
and a Masters of Divinity from Saint Paul 
School of Theology in Kansas City. Prior to 
seminary, he served as an assistant district 
attorney in baton Rouge, where he was a 
member of First United Methodist Church.

His appointments include a new church 
start in Broussard-Youngsville (which be-
came Faith Community UMC), and First 
UMC in Minden, serving since 2007.
Cannon and his wife Erin both grew up 

in Shreveport. They have four children, 
Michael, 13, David, 11, and seven-year-old 
twin girls Elizabeth and Mary Claire. Fam-
ily dog Goldie was adopted from an animal 
shelter. n

REv. IRby AND REv. CANNoN 
To SERvE AS SuPERINTENDENTS 
FoR ShREvEPoRT AND 
ACADIANA DISTRICTS

in memoriam

Louisiana Now is published quarterly. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, 
$30 for two years.

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
Editor, 527 North blvd., baton Rouge, LA 70802
Email: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org
Phone: (888) 239-5286 
or (225) 346-1646, ext. 227
http://www.la-umc.org

bishop Cynthia fierro Harvey, 
Resident bishop

Rev. don Cottrill, 
Provost

betty backstrom, 
Communications Director/Editor

Rev. Ken irby Rev. John cannon

calendar




