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Camping with a Cause

Feeding Homeless / 5

March Anniversary / 2

Sunday School / 7

Attending summer camp is a common
right of passage for children. Halcyon
days filled with activities, friends and the
beauty of nature provide lasting memo-
ries for kids.

The camp environment is an ideal
place to provide a nurturing environment
that is also educational and fun. Having
this kind of experience is perhaps even
more important for children who are at-
risk.

GRACE Camp, a five-day experience
at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc,
La., is designed to minister to some vic-

tims of crime that are often forgotten—
the children of incarcerated persons.  

“These children have special needs,
and the greatest of these is to know that
they are loved,” said Gail Pickering,
camp director. “GRACE Camp is a place
where they experience the love of God
and God’s people. It is a place to increase
feelings of self worth and to explore spir-
itual growth.”

An outgrowth of Kairos Prison
Ministries, the first GRACE Camp in
Louisiana was held in August of 1999.
The camp was the vision of Rev. John

Johns, a United Methodist pastor in the
Louisiana Conference. The experience
came to life with the leadership of Rev.
Lorris Wimberly, also a United Methodist
pastor, and his wife Becky Wimberly.
“Statistics have shown that 70 percent of
the children of those incarcerated are
very likely to end up in prison, them-
selves, if some intervention is not done.
The focus of GRACE Camp is to help
break that cycle,” added Pickering. 

Conference camp serves children of those in prison

See Grace Camp, page 5

The United Methodist Foundation of
Louisiana is sponsoring five young
Louisiana pastors in the Advanced Pastoral
Leadership program, a five-year training
course designed to assist emerging clergy
leaders in developing their potential for
fruitful leadership.

Participants for APL were selected from
among those who are ordained in the
United Methodist Church, serving in the
Louisiana Conference, and have at least 30
years of potential remaining service. Each
applicant went through an extensive selec-
tion process, submitting a sermon video,

participating in an interview and obtaining
affirmation from the District
Superintendent and the Bishop.

Participants for each group also were
required to have exhibited gifts in leading
their church in professions of faith, worship

Foundation sponsors pastors for leadership class

See Foundation, page 8

Campers scale a climbing wall during GRACE Camp, held every summer at Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc, La. Those
attending the event are children of incarcerated persons. Read more about this experience in the related article.

Holy Land Tour 
with Bishop Harvey

Jan. 13-22
visit 

http://www.la-
umc.org/console/files/oForms_Y
J7JB6/2014_Holy_Land_Trip_B

rochure_2YTDJPQ8.pdf

Register by Sept. 30 to

receive early bird rates



For her 12th birthday, Edith Lee-Payne
got a gift from her mother that set the
course of her life.

Dorothy Lee brought her daughter by
bus from Detroit to hear the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. speak on the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial. For her 62nd birthday,
she returned for the 50th anniversary of
the 1963 march.

This time she was more than a face in
the crowd.

Unknown to her for several decades, a
photo snapped of her listening to King’s
“I Have a Dream” speech became an icon
of that march and the civil rights move-
ment. She discovered the photo when a
cousin saw it printed in a catalog along
with other photos of civil rights heroes
including King.

“Learning about that picture five years
ago was an affirmation for me that I was
living my life’s purpose,” said Lee-Payne.
“I have always been one to speak out and
intervene when I hear or know of some-
thing wrong.”

Lee-Payne attends Hope United
Methodist Church in Southfield, Mich.,
where she chairs the congregation’s
church and society committee and is
active in United Methodist Women. 

She brought her two granddaughters,
Dejai, 14, and Destiny, 16, to the 2013
anniversary March on Washington to pass
along the gift her mother gave her. 
Famous face

Her famous face is part of the display
on the original march in the National
Archives. That display is just yards from
the U.S. Constitution. It is also painted on
a mural on the side of legendary Ben’s
Chili Bowl in northwest Washington. 

She was besieged by news media from
around the world anxious to talk to some-
one who had been at the march in 1963.
She was interviewed by media from

Germany, France and Spain, the Al
Jazeera network, and many U.S. newspa-
per and television reporters. Lee-Payne
and her granddaughters appeared on the
“Today” show with Al Roker. She even
met and had her picture taken again by
Rowland Scherman, the photographer of
the ’63 march who made her face a sym-
bol.

Because she understood the signifi-
cance of that photo to so many people,
she was honored to speak to as many peo-
ple as possible.

“I felt a commitment, an obligation to
talk to people because it wasn’t about me,
I just happened to be there. A lot of the
people who were at the ’63 march are no
longer here, like my mother. So somebody
had to share their thoughts and tell the
story of that day.”

“In 1963, we were there for a purpose;
it was a mission to bring attention to what
was going on in the ’60s of the South.

Wednesday
(Aug. 28) could
have been for
the same thing
considering the
issues that our
country is fac-
ing now. But
instead it was
only a celebra-
tion, it was only
a commemora-
tion, and I felt it
should have
been both,” she
said.

She was
moved by
President
Barack
Obama’s
speech, espe-
cially when he

mentioned people from 50 years ago who
were involved in the movement.

“He mentioned maids, and it made me
think of my mother because she was a
domestic in 1963. It was like he was
speaking about her. I felt really proud to
see this African-American president
standing where Dr. King stood; that spoke
volumes about where we have come
while knowing we have a long way to
go.” Her mother, who went on to be a
nurse, died in 1993.

King was a leader who also had many
followers, Lee-Payne said. “His message
was so Scriptural; it was a message from
God. He wasn’t self-promoting and
because of that, he was respected so well
by other religions and people from all
walks of life.”
Speaking truth to power

The desire to speak up when she sees
injustice was instilled by her mother when

Lee-Payne was young, she said. She also
remembers hearing King speak in Detroit
on June 23, 1963, asking people to join
him in the March on Washington.

Because of that foundation, she is no
stranger to Detroit city government offi-
cials. She often speaks out for stronger
safety measures, better public transporta-
tion and education.

Her first real fight was working to
keep busing in the ’70s that allowed her
sons to attend a better school in a white
neighborhood instead of the black school
across the street from their house in
Maryland.

“If they didn’t want busing, they
should have provided for the same educa-
tion in all schools, but for some reason
they didn’t want to do that,” she said.

Lee-Payne said because of her gift
from God “to speak truth to power” she is
often sought out by young people who
have been abused by the police. 
Promissory note left unpaid

Lee-Payne said she grew up in an inte-
grated neighborhood but she knew other
people in other parts of the country did
not live that way.

“People are still not judged by the con-
tent of their character,” she said. There are
still many who do not believe the U.S.
Constitution’s promise that all people are
equal really means all people, she said.

“The promissory note that Dr. King
talked about is long overdue.”

*Written by Kathy Gilbert, a multime-
dia reporter for the young adult content
team at United Methodist
Communications, Nashville, Tenn. 

In a related story, below, read about
one Louisiana church’s commemoration
of the March on Washington held Aug.
28, 2013.

(see St. Mark UMC recognizes march)
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March on Washington

Civil rights icon inspired by mother in 1963

Edith Lee-Payne celebrated her 12th birthday listening to the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. give his “I Have a Dream” speech in
Washington, where she was photographed by Rowland Scherman,
on assignment for the U.S. Information Agency. Photo courtesy of
the National Archives.

St. Mark UMC recognizes march
At 3 p.m. on Aug. 28, the church bell at

St. Mark United Methodist Church in
Opelousas rang in solidarity with those
participating in the historic March on
Washington being held that day.

Fifty years earlier, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. addressed thousands as he
delivered the now iconic “I Have a Dream”
speech from the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial in the capital city.

“We here in Opelousas join in hearts,
hopes and raised up and out hands linked

together to ring this bell and remind our-
selves that freedom and justice must ring in
our prayers, service, action, love, forgive-
ness and dreams,” said Rev. Darlene A.
Moore, pastor, during the ringing of the
bell.

Rev. Moore encouraged United
Methodists to celebrate societal advances,
but to serve as “our communities’ and
churches’ conscience” in striving for better
schools, safer streets and non-violent
homes. 

Beginning Sept. 23, 2013, the Conference office hours will be changing to 7:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. In addition, the Conference office will be
closed on Fridays.The previous hours for the office were 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. As always, the Conference office program staff is available
as needed. The Conference area offices are located at 572 North Blvd. in Baton
Rouge, La.

Conference Office announces new hours
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Life will go on for college parents: advice on handling the empty nest
Pam Thompson has some good advice

for parents sending a child off to college
for the first … or the last time: “Share
their excitement knowing they are about
to have an enormous and exhilarating
growth experience…and so are you!”

Thompson, from Brentwood, Tenn., is
practically a pro when it comes to stuff-
ing the trunk of a college-bound car with
duffel bags, favorite pillows and an occa-
sional stuffed animal. She’s also experi-
enced at using nooks and crannies for
keepsakes and improvising when closet
space is needed in dorm rooms. She’s had
a lot of practice waving goodbye and
holding back tears when summer’s end
means she has to send her children down
the road to college.

Although her 25-year-old son has con-
quered college and is now out in the real
world, she and her husband, Chip, still
have one more child to get out the door.
Her 21-year-old daughter Shannon begins
her senior year this fall at Birmingham
Southern, a United Methodist-related col-
lege in Birmingham, Ala.

You’d think the couple would have

this “letting go” thing down pat. In fact,
you’d think that by now their worrying
would wane, a quiet house would be wel-
come, and the freedom to go to a movie
on a whim would outweigh the heart-
break of saying frequent see you laters.
Well, sort of.

The stress of transitioning gets better,
Thompson said, but not always easier.

“I still can’t quite get used to seeing an
empty chair at the dinner table,” she said.
“Our family unit of four changed, and
although it’s been a wonderful experience
to see the kids you kissed goodbye return
home with well-earned maturity and wis-
dom, the transition can be tough.”
Be there ‘as needed’

Jason Peevy, a counselor at
Birmingham Southern, said the
Thompsons’ experience with letting go of
their college-age kids is pretty much the
norm. Some parents handle it better than
others.

Some call too much. Many text too
much. Some go as far as submitting dorm
maintenance requests, setting up campus
appointments for their students and mak-

ing too-frequent visits to the school.
“The parent needs to be there ‘as

needed,’” Peevy said. “It’s OK to check
in about a crisis situation, but students
should be allowed and encouraged to
work through their problems and make
decisions on their own.”

Thompson said she knew that bad
things would happen in her children’s
lives during the four years they were in
school, but she worried about whether she
had taught them everything they needed
to know about surviving those bad things. 

“I knew life would knock them
down,” she said. “But I wondered who
would be there to pick them up when
they experienced those big kicks in the
gut.”

Each spring, United Methodist college
chaplains and campus ministers begin
reaching out to new students and their
parents. The division of higher education
of the United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry connects parents
and students to 520 collegiate ministries.

“Our chaplains and campus ministers
are an important resource for new stu-

dents,” said Gerald D. Lord, associate
general secretary of the higher education
division. “We not only care about a stu-
dent’s academic and social growth, but
the deepening of their own faith as well.”
Advice from a parent

Parent Pam Thompson and student
Shannon Thompson offered this advice:

Spend some time figuring out how
you are going to use your newfound free-
dom. You have more time on your hands,
more privacy, fewer expectations and
fewer demands. How do you get used to
your own emancipation? Learn to play
golf. Pick up tennis. Take a trip. 

If you are married, rediscover each
other. Try to get back to who you were as
a couple before you had kids. Without the
kids around, many parents extol the perks
of not having to cook dinner (pancakes in
the p.m.?) or deciding at the last minute
to go to a movie. 

Hold your tongue. You don’t have to
weigh in on everything. You don’t have
to say to your college student what you
used to say to your high school student. 

“Coming to college is kind of like enter-
ing a whole new culture,” said Lisa
Brennan, English instructor and coordina-
tor of the First-Generation Student Success
program at McKendree University in
Lebanon, Ill. “It’s a new atmosphere.
There’s a new language.”

To help freshmen translate that new lan-
guage and make a smooth transition from
high school to college, administrators and
students from United Methodist-related
colleges and universities are offering
advice for those hitting campus for the first
time.
Don’t be afraid to ask for help

Lauren Cook, a sophomore at
McKendree, said she would tell freshmen
not to be intimidated. The Chicago native
admits to being frustrated during the daunt-
ing process of applying for financial aid.

“I’m a first-generation student and an
only child, and even though my mother
was encouraging and really wanted to help
me, neither of us really knew what to do,”
Cook said. “I had to learn how to utilize
the people at McKendree. I wish I had
known that earlier on to eliminate stress
from the beginning. Hang in there, and ask
questions because there are people that
want to help you. You just have to ask.”

Brennan said that’s an especially impor-
tant reminder for the increased number of
students, like Lauren, who are the first in
their families to attend college.

Nationally, first-generation students are
four times more likely to drop out of col-
lege than other students.

“The reason they quit or fail is because
they don’t know how to navigate the sys-
tem or they feel like imposters,” said
Brennan. “They feel like they don’t belong
here.”

That’s why most colleges already have
resources in place designed to assist with

everything from tutoring to counseling.
“The glitch is that students don’t even

know that they own a toolbox or perhaps
they’re thinking of those tools in terms of
high school,” explained Brennan. “An
example is that sometimes when students
hear the word ‘tutoring,’ they think that
means it’s for students who are behind or
are not bright. At the college-level, virtual-
ly every student is tutored — especially in

a liberal arts education where you’re
expected to study different disciplines. One
or more of those areas might need more
attention. For me, it was math. I’m bright,
but math was difficult for me.”
Familiarize yourself with your ‘toolbox’

United Methodist-related schools, col-
leges and universities are committed to cre-
ating support systems to care for a stu-
dents’ spiritual and mental well-being in
addition to academic success.

At Andrew College in Cuthbert, Ga.,
administrators hold InSpire Days during
the summer. These sessions allow students
to meet advisers, tour the campus and get
priority registration for classes.

“Leaders at our United Methodist-relat-
ed institutions make great efforts to give
students and parents the tools they need for
a successful college experience, “ said
Gerald D. Lord, associate general secretary

of the division of higher education of the
United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry. “In addition to the
programs and events sponsored by United
Methodist-related colleges and universities,
the division of higher education supports
520 collegiate ministries that facilitate stu-
dents’ spiritual and social development.”
You are not alone

Find comfort in knowing there are oth-
ers who feel the same way you do. During

the transition, feelings of loneliness are
common.

To beat the new-student blues, get
involved. Creating community not only
combats loneliness, it also can put you on
the path to success.

“Research shows us that students who
become engaged on campus are most likely
to have a better support system and to com-
plete their programs,” said Sherri Taylor,
dean of students at Andrew College. “I
encourage students to read their college
newspapers, bulletin boards and social
media to keep up with events on campus.
Attending chapel and local church services
is another way to meet community students
and make friends to establish a support sys-
tem.”

Consider getting involved in campus
ministry for opportunities to meet friends
and to grow spiritually through deep dis-
cussions, Bible study, community service
and yes, even, parties. Do a quick search at
www.gbhem.org/findyourplace to find a
campus ministry or Wesley Foundation at
your school.

If there is no campus ministry in your
area, check out programs at nearby church-
es. Go to Find-A-Church.org to locate a
church near campus. 
Beat stress before it strikes

According to the U.S. Department of
Education, for every one hour in class, stu-
dents should study for two hours outside of
class. This guideline and other time-man-
agement skills can help you alleviate stress
from the beginning.

Many schools, including Andrew and
McKendree, offer counseling or courses in
time management.

“Stay organized,” advised Taylor.
“Determine a schedule and stick to it.

What every freshman should know about transitioning to campus life 

See College, page 8

Louisiana Conference Now!
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The Academy for Spiritual Leadership
will offer Forgiveness: A Spiritual
Discipline, a retreat slated Oct. 3-5 at The
Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.
Retreatants will examine the questions: Is
forgiveness a spiritual discipline? How do
Christian leaders model forgiveness and
inspire others to forgive as well?

Join us for the weekend as we contem-
plate what it means to be a forgiven, for-
giving and reconciling community of faith.
Clergy can earn 1.5 C.E.U.s for comple-

tion of event.

Participants will arrive at The Wesley
Center at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 3 to
check in. Dinner follows at 6 p.m.

The retreat will conclude  at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 5.

Single occupancy for The Wesley
Center is $220; double occupancy is $185
per person.

For more information, visit
http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1623

Cultural Competency: A Leadership
Skill will be held Oct. 4-5 at Newman
United Methodist Church, 5700 Oran Ave.
in Alexandria. Sponsored by the Louisiana
Conference Commission on Religion and
Race and by the General Commission on
Religion and Race, the event is for clergy
and laity who have served, are currently
serving in, or are interested in serving in
“cross racial/cross cultural” appointments.
“Best practices and current resources" will
be provided for clergy and laity in those

congregations for effectiveness in ministry,
networking and supportive collaboration.

Rev. Dr. Grace Cajiuat, a GCORR
training and development specialist, will
serve as facilitator for the seminar. 

CEU's (.4) are approved by the Board of
Ordained Ministry for this event. 

RSVP to Rev. Joseph Guo at
joseph@trinityruston.org Additional infor-
mation about the event can be found at
http://www.la-umc.org/news/detail/1094 

Looking for a new opportunity to sup-
port a great cause and build team spirit
within your congregation?  

Join the Golden Meadow and Grand
Isle United Methodist Churches by partici-
pating in an old fashioned fishing rodeo in
Grand Isle, Oct. 4-5, 2013. Portions of the
proceeds will benefit the capital building
campaign for a NEW Home for the
Methodist Children of Greater New
Orleans and local church programs.
Donations will help youth across the state

of Louisiana through residential and com-
munity-based ministries that positively
impact the lives of children and families.
Our goal is $5,000.

Fishing begins at sunrise both days,
with weigh-in at 5 p.m. Friday and noon on
Saturday. All fish weighed will be cooked
for the Saturday lunch at 1 p.m. and trophy
awards will begin at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20
each. Includes rodeo cap, lunch and fishing
the event. Sponsorship information and
questions at newhomerodeo@gmail.com.

The 33rd Annual Golf Classic, slated
for Oct. 7 and sponsored by the Louisiana
Methodist Children’s Home, will benefit
the Methodist Home for Children of
Greater New Orleans. The scramble format
golf tournament will be held at Beau
Chene Country Club in Mandeville, La.

The Methodist Home for Children of
Greater New Orleans cares for children
who have suffered from abuse and neglect
and cannot live at home. A program of
Louisiana United Methodist Children and

Family Services, the Home has been locat-
ed on the campus of Southeast Hospital in
Mandeville since 2008.

The fee for participation will cover
green and cart fees, food and beverages
and a generous donation to help the
Methodist Home for Children. 

Find more information on this event at
http://www.lmch.org/documents/2013_MH
CGNO_golf_brochure.pdf 

What if you had the whole liturgical
year mapped out with general directions,
themes, symbols and ideas? Marcia McFee
of Worship Design Studio will host a plan-
ning retreat for that express purpose Oct.
20-23 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth.

This is a planning retreat for worship
teams that will be limited to ONLY 20
teams. For $500 per team, you can bring
from two to six persons from your church
($250 for individuals). Housing and meals
are $255 for shared rooms and $303 for a

private room. Meals are included in this
price. 

Sunday evening, Oct 20, begins with
dinner at 6 p. m and concludes Wednesday,
Oct 23 at 11a.m.

This event is limited to 20 teams and a
limited number of individuals. 

For more information visit:
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/re

gister/event?oeidk=a07e7lys0t3a37b641f&l
lr=6hzmvxbab

Conference-wide events equip for service and ministry; aid children’s home
Forgiveness: A Spiritual Discipline is Oct. 3-5

Cultural Competency: A Leadership Skill slated Oct. 4-5

Fishing rodeo fundraiser for New Orleans children’s home is Oct. 4-5

Methodist Home golf classic to be held Oct. 7

Worship planning retreat scheduled for Oct. 22-23

Louisiana Conference Now!
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Volunteers from Asbury United
Methodist Church in Lafayette served
(really served!) the homeless of New
Orleans on March 3 at St. Mark’s UMC
on Rampart Street. The group is one of
several that have joined St. Mark’s in its
ministry which helps about 200 homeless
each Sunday. 

“It was truly a blessing to us and we
look forward to teaming up with St.
Marks again on Oct. 13,” said Vicki
Sydboten, team leader. 

Over the years, LAVIM has partnered
with St. Mark’s in this effort and is thank-

ful for the many teams and volunteers
who make this extra effort to serve the
needs of those “in our own back yard.”

If your congregation is interested in
helping with the weekly homeless meal,
please contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie at
(504) 523-0450, or Kay Russo,
kay.russo@gmail.com . St. Mark’s UMC
also welcomes sponsors for their
Christmas tree program, part of this min-
istry to the homeless.

The annual event at Uskichitto Retreat
Center is open to Louisiana children, ages
nine-11, whose parent (or parents) are
incarcerated. There is also a separate camp
for teens. Staffed primarily with volunteers,
the camp offers music, art and swimming
instruction. The children experience a week
away from the routines of their lives and
are encouraged to embrace their creativity
and develop effective life skills.

The “grace” in GRACE Camp stands
for “God’s Really Awesome Camping

Experience.” One of the most “awesome”
things about this unique experience is the
way in which the lives of the camper are
impacted.

“I find a great peace at GRACE Camp,”
wrote one teen camper. “I am encouraged
to do right and forgive others, and not to
hold grudges. (This experience) makes me
feel as though there is hope for children
whose parents are incarcerated.”

As with most deserving programs,
financial and volunteer help are needed to
keep the camps running. A total of four ses-
sions are held each summer, and spiritual

directors, staff members, musical leaders
and a camp nurse are needed for each ses-
sion. 

The children who attend GRACE Camp
do so on scholarship at a cost of $300 per
child, so monetary donations are critical for
the success of the camp. “Sunday school
groups, community groups and individuals
can also help out by providing needed
items from a list that we can provide,” said
Pickering, who added that collecting those
items is a great way for groups to “be
involved in the effort.”

The positive and potentially life-chang-

ing impact on the life of an at-risk child
provides strong motivation for caring peo-
ple to support this important ministry.
When kids can write, “Talking about my
feelings helped me be less angry,” or
“GRACE Camp helped me more than you
could imagine,” United Methodists can be
sure that their gifts of money and time are
truly making a difference.

To find out more about this important
ministry, email grace_camp@live.com or
call Gail Pickering at (318) 345-1018 or
Cheryl Johnson at (225) 664-0956.

GRACE Camp, an annual event at Uskichitto Retreat Center, is open to Louisiana children, ages nine-11, whose parent (or parents) are incarcerated. There is also a separate
camp for teens. Staffed primarily with volunteers, the camp offers music, art and swimming instruction. The children experience a week away from the routines of their lives and
are encouraged to embrace their creativity and develop effective life skills. Campers are shown enjoying a bonfire, shooting down a waterslide, and ringing bells during a worship

Grace Camp, from page 1

Members of Asbury UMC feed homeless New Orleanians through St. Mark’s UMC

Louisiana Conference Now!
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The General Board of Global Ministries
is pleased to offer six opportunities for
older adult participation in educational and
mission service events in 2014. 

There are three “Prime Timers” events
in the United States and three are interna-
tional in placement. All are designed with
less strenuous activities than the traditional
UMVIM team. There is also minimal walk-
ing and stair climbing. 

The theme for 2014 is “Matters of the
Heart,” focusing on peace and poverty, his-
tory and sustainability of resources and liv-
ing with and loving those of different eth-
nic backgrounds. 

Each event has an experienced leader
who brings a knowledge and understanding
of the area and the topic. The initial regis-
tration will be with the office of the
General Board of Global Ministries in New
York. The form along with additional infor-
mation can be found online at
http://www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1912  A
non-refundable fee of $50 should be sent
with the form by the listed registration
deadline. Participants will be notified of
receipt of registration and then again when
it is determined enough registrations are in
place for the event to be held.
Communication at that point will be with
the event leader or shepherd. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the
PrimeTimers office with any questions or
concerns. Contact Una Jones Nancy
Eubanks, Assistant General Secretary
Consultant – PrimeTimers, at  

Primetimers@umcmission.org or call
toll free at (877) 882-4724 or visit
www.Primetimers.info 
St. Francis of Assisi - Costa Rica’s Love
Connection 

San Jose, Costa Rica – Latin American
Bible University 

Feb. 15-26, 2014 
The first PrimeTimers Event in 2014

will be in San Jose, Costa Rica as partici-
pants return to this beautiful place with
Becky Harrell (GBGM Missionary) as
leader. She will give direction and guidance
to this group as the focus of Peace and
Beauty becomes real during these days.
(Costa Rica has no military and has learned
to live together as a peace-loving people.)
Credit for this may be traced to the coming
of the Franciscans many years ago. This
theory will be discussed by learned theolo-
gians during the event. 

Housing in San Jose will be at UBL
Seminary and there will be inter-action
with students at the Seminary. This will be
an opportunity for further understanding of
the “ongoing love connection” in this
place. The service opportunity will be with
children as the group will lead Bible
School and teach Sunday school. Some of
these children are here as the result of
immigration by their families and will
bring yet another life situation into focus. 

Becky Harrell and PrimeTimers invite
you to come to Costa Rica and experience
first-hand the beautiful and loving people
who live in this place. It is a most appropri-
ate introduction to our “Matters of the
Heart”. 

EVENT COST PER PERSON: $1,280
per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: Becky Harrell
, (506) 6045-1038,
bharrell@umcmission.org 
Heart Matters - Local and Global Justice-
Making in Nashville 

Nashville, Tennessee – Scarritt-Bennett
Center 

April 21-26, 2014 
Nestled in the center of busy Nashville,

Tenn. is an oasis called Scarritt-Bennett
Center. This beautiful place is owned by
Women’s Division of the Methodist Church
and has a history of involvement in educa-
tion and justice ministries. PrimeTimers
will experience this early in 2014 at this
event. The following four areas will be
explored during these days—empowerment
of women, eradication of racism, aware-
ness of multiculturalism and spiritual
renewal .

There will be various styles of present-
ing these sensitive topics that will include
lectures by learned guest speakers, visits to
a local mosque with related workshop,
guide to spiritual practices which engage
understanding of different cultures and
introductions to various community organi-
zations in the city. The service time will be
at one or more of these entities which
include Thistle Farms, Conexion America,
Book’em and Nashville Mobile Market. 

EVENT COST PER PERSON: $650
per person 

EVENT LEADERSHIP: 
Marie Campbell, (615) 340-8804,

emcampbell@scarrettbennett.org 
At the Heart of Poverty 

Frakes, Kentucky - Henderson
Settlement 

www.hendersonsettlement.org 
April 27- May 3, 2014 
Henderson Settlement has been at the

heart of poverty” since 1925 when this
place was organized to provide loving
assistance to those living in this area and
struggling with the ongoing life-style of
poverty. The Settlement brings together the
incredible faith of “Mountain Folks” and
the harsh reality of rural poverty. Several
life sustaining programs are in place and
will be studied and observed by
PrimeTimers participants. There will be
emphasis on the various types of poverty
present in our lives – including spiritual
poverty as well as physical. The related
service opportunities will also be at the
Settlement and part of the ongoing min-
istries there. There may be one or more vis-
its with residents of the area in their homes. 

Off site visits will be made to the Fonde
Church of God and The Museum of
Appalachia in Norris, Tenn. A presentation
will be made to the group by an
Appalachian story-teller. This PrimeTimers
event gives us real insight into dealing with
a difficult real-life situation in a loving and
Christ-like manner. 

EVENT COST: $500 per person 
EVENT LEADERSHIP: 
Amy Sell, (606) 337-3613 ext. 304,

Christianed@hsumc.org 
To Know the Heart of the Gypsy 

Padina, Serbia – Padina Methodist
Church 

July 25 - August 4, 2014 
The 2013-2014 Methodist study topic is

The Roma of Europe and has been well
received in the initial presentations. This
event now gives an opportunity to live
among these people in an Eastern European
setting. There will be visits to two Roma
(Gypsy) congregations and to work with
the children in a Bible School context. Also
scheduled is a visit to the home of one or
more families of these congregations. All
this is designed to help “understand those
who are misunderstood” and who, as a
people, have been degraded, devalued and
discriminated against. It is also going to be
a time of learning the ongoing involvement
of our Methodist Church as it is intention-
ally coming into the lives of these “the
wandering people” who live in the 14
countries of the South Central European
Central Conference. The Roma are a
vibrant people who love beauty in its many
forms. They are wonderful musicians,
story-tellers, craftsmen and artists. Bright
colors and lively music are basic to this
culture and the PrimeTimers will have
opportunities to attend musical performanc-
es and other presentations during this week. 

An additional part of this experience
will be a learning about the country of
Serbia and sharing its history – through
troubled times as well as those periods of
triumph and celebration. 

Housing will be in a newly constructed
dormitory addition to the Padina Methodist
Church and meals will be prepared by the
women of that congregation. This will be
yet another opportunity to establish a rela-
tionship with an active Serbian Methodist
church (one of 14 in that country) and
share in worship and outreach. 

Leadership will be provided by Nancy
Eubanks of the U.S. and Liljana Sjanta of
Serbia – best friends for many years and
eager to share this story from their hearts. 

EVENT COST: $1,250 per person 
EVENT LEADERSHIP: Nancy

Eubanks and Liljana Sjanta, (731) 772-
0458, iljanasjanta@gmail.com
nteubanks@gmail.com 
Imprints on the Heart – El Porvenir 

Managua, Nicaragua – El Porvenir
(www.elporvenir.org) 

Oct. 4-13, 2014 
Jo Buescher, leader of this PrimeTimers

event was the leader of a very successful
visit a few years ago – also to Nicaragua.
She is able to bring into focus the beauty of
this place and the understanding of the
need for sustainability of the existing
resources as well as developing new
sources of water and forests in the area.
Those participating will leave Nicaragua
with a new appreciation for the land and
the people who call this place “home”. 

Managua will be the initial place of resi-
dence but the group will move to El Sauce,
a smaller city in the center of the country. It
is here the reforestation project will be car-
ried out. There will be visitors from several
different walks of life who will share their
life and work with us. There are two
Global Ministries missionaries assigned to
Nicaragua and they will be part of this
presentation as well. 

Following the service and learning time,
the participants will go to Granada for two
days of relaxation and debriefing of our

experiences. This is a historic and beautiful
city and the culture and natural beauty will
surely be a fitting way to end this event. 

By the end of these days together, the
PrimeTimers will have learned with and
from health workers, naturalists, forestry
specialist, clergy and UM missionaries,
local cultural leaders and villagers with
whom they will work side by side. This
should be a great way to create friends out
of neighbors and a new understanding of
the “imprints now forever on our hearts.” 

EVENT COST: $1,250 per person 
EVENT LEADERSHIP: Jo Buescher

and Rev. Brenda Wills, jo@elporvenir.org
or Bwills6420@charter.net , or call (720)
237-9488. 
Coastal History Comes Alive To Stir the
Heart 

St. Simons Island, Georgia – Epworth
by the Sea (www.epworthbythesea.org) 

Nov. 9-14, 2014 
The culture of a people remains long

after they are gone – through the history of
their residence. The “Golden Isles” of
Georgia and Southern Coastal United
States will be explored and newly appreci-
ated during this PrimeTimers Event. Visits
will be made to the only remaining rice
plantation on the coast and to a world class
complex of archeological sites, a National
Seashore, a National Historic Landmark
District and an island steeped in Wesleyan
History. Various presenters will bring the
stories of St. Simons Island history,
Cumberland Island ecology, a newly
acquired nature preserve, a different view
of the Civil War, as well as a short study of
the time spent in this place by John and
Charles Wesley. 

Visits will also be made to the three bar-
rier islands of St Simons, Jekyll and
Cumberland National Seashore. It will be
possible to climb to the top of the St.
Simons Lighthouse (129 steps). This is an
optional experience. 

Service project will take place on St.
Simons Land Trust and will include trail
and landscape renovation and plant
removal as well. The second site is Hofwyl
Plantation. This is the historic rice planta-
tion and the project will involve light con-
struction, painting and repairing picnic
tables. 

Housing during the event will be at
Epworth by the Sea in the Pitts-Booth
Motel which is located in the center of the
campus, directly across from the dining
hall and meeting rooms. There is an eleva-
tor in the motel. Meals will be in the dining
hall and are served buffet style and are spe-
cific diet friendly. 

Leadership will be by two ladies with
PrimeTimers Event experience – Donna
Chism and Cynthia (Cindy) Doehring.
They will bring the fascinating past of
these “Golden Isles” to an exciting present
and have the PrimeTimers wanting to be
part of the future in this place. Hearts will
be stirred and perhaps even warmed. 

EVENT COST: $750 per person 
EVENT LEADERSHIP: Donna

Chisholm and Cindy Doehring,
dchisholm@epworthbythesea.org, cynthi-
ad@comcast.net , or call (912) 638-8688.

2014 PrimeTimers Events focus on peace and poverty in ‘Matters of the Heart’
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The Foundation celebrated the comple-
tion of its first Leadership Excellence
Advancement Program, or LEAP, with a
graduation luncheon for the 13 participants
on May 23 at the City Club of Baton
Rouge.

Bob Mann, LSU faculty member, was
the keynote speaker. Those who completed
LEAP include: Rev. Elaine Burleigh, First
UMC, Many; Dr. Steve Fowler, NorthPoint
UMC, Shreveport; Rev. Mark Goins, First
UMC, Gonzales; Rev. Jan Holloway
Curwick, St. Francisville UMC; Rev. Erica
Jenkins, St. Paul’s UMC, Kenner; Dr. Jack
O’Dell, The Well UMC, Ponchatoula; Rev.
Lamar Oliver, North Cross UMC,
Madisonville; Dr. Wybra Price, First UMC,
Slidell; Rev. Roger Templeton, Grace
Community UMC, Shreveport; Rev.
Donnie Wilkinson, Thibodaux UMC; Rev.
Gary Willis, Aldersgate UMC, Slidell; Rev.
Ricky Willis, First UMC, Pineville; and
Rev. Nancy Wofford, Faith Community
UMC, Broussard.

The intensive two-year program was
designed to enhance the skills of pastors
who already show leadership potential and
better equip them for the challenges they
face in the church today. The program was
led by Rev. Janice Virtue, a leadership con-
sultant and educator affiliated with the
Western North Carolina Foundation. Topics
covered at the six retreats included: dis-
cerning leadership gifts, understanding cur-

rent realities of the UMC and its mission
field, engaging staff and lay leaders, man-
aging resistance, preaching content and
style, budgets and basic church accounting,
shaping a generous culture, personal finan-
cial planning, setting a three-year personal-
ized growth and development plan, and
more.

Participants must be ordained in the
UMC and have at least 15 years of service

remaining. They were nominated by the
church they were currently serving and
were selected based on their leadership and
success in professions of faith, worship
attendance, membership, missional out-
reach ministries and financial giving. Both
their District Superintendent and the
Bishop agreed to their selection.

Many of the graduates stated that LEAP
was the most useful continuing education
in which they had ever engaged and it ben-
efited them tremendously. Most of the par-
ticipants agreed that the in-depth personali-
ty inventory and the sermon critiques by a
speech pathologist were the most meaning-
ful segments of the program.

The Foundation will be accepting appli-
cations for the next LEAP this fall. The
two-year program will begin in early 2014.
While the Foundation underwrites the costs
associated with the program, the partici-
pants are required to invest $250 per year
toward their leadership development.   

A Gathering of Urban and Rural
Practitioners will be held Jan. 16-18, 2014
in Houston, Tex. Participants will take
home insights from gifted speakers and rel-
evant workshops, best practices for leading
renewal in today’s challenging urban and
rural context, and new connections with
peers facing similar issues.

Speakers and workshops will cover
such diverse topics as Congregational
Renewal in both the Rural and Urban
Context, Grant Writing, Asset-based
Community Development, Circles Out of
Poverty, Effective Combating of Racism,
Cross-Cultural Hospitality, Networking

Theory and
Practice,
and much
more.

Bishop
James E.
Swanson,
Sr. will
serve as
opening
worship
preacher for
the event, speaking on “The HOPE Factor.”
Louisiana’s own Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly will
present a plenary with Rev. Sharon Schwab

entitled “Shifts
and their
Impact.” Rev.
John Edgar will
serve as Bible
study leader and
Rev. Levy
Bautista, with the
United Nations
and General
Board of Church
and Society, will

also present during the event.
This event is sponsored by the General

Board of Global Ministries (UMC) and

coordinated by iRUN (The International
Rural and Urban Network of the United
Methodist Church).
Questions? Contact Dr. Joe Connelly at
(225) 266-7363. Visit the registration site
at 

http://www.gntv.info/gbgm/gathering.ht
ml?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Copy
+of+Shift+Happens_Gathering+2014&utm
_campaign=Gathering+2014&utm_medi-
um=email 

Luling United Methodist Church, 1001
Paul Maillard Road, recently celebrated its
Sunday School program with
special music, awards, and a youth skit.
Mary Hitt, Dave McClung and Wanda
McClung presented information on the his-
tory of Sunday School during Luling
UMC’s ‘Sunday School Sunday’ celebra-

tion. Carter and Ellie Burns delighted wor-
shippers with a rendition of ‘This Little
Light of Mine’ during the event. Ellie was
recognized during the service for outstand-
ing Sunday School attendance. 

Shown top left, Seth Abadie, Jordan
Matthews, Cameron Matthews, Dylan
Masotti and Alyssa Masotti present a lively

skit portraying some of the adventures of
Sunday School during the celebration.
Christine Masotti- Ardeneaux, Rebecca
Matthews and Rev. Wayne Taylor are
shown after receiving recognition awards.
‘Sunday School is a way for everyone –
adults, youth and children – to connect
with others and together grow in our

knowledge and love of God by learning,
serving, praying and playing together,’ said
Sarah Adcock. 

Sunday School classes at Luling UMC
meet at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, fol-
lowed by worship at 10:30 a.m.

A Gathering of Urban and Rural Practitioners to feature Bishop Swanson

United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana holds leadership graduation

Luling UMC celebrates Sunday school program with skits and awards
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The end of the year is coming quickly . . .
Is your church ready?

Order your customized 
Year End Giving brochures
The end of the year is usually the time 
churches enjoy the peak of generosity in their 
offering plates.
Why not remind or educate your members of 
the many tax and income benefi ts they can 
enjoy at year end while helping their church?

Our low-cost, customized brochures make 
it easy: 

• Shipped within one week

• No minimum order

• Only $25 per 100 

Let your members discover the many creative 
ways to give a year end gift, while obtaining 
their fi nancial and philanthropic goals!

(225) 346-1535      (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org
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attendance, membership, missional out-
reach ministries, and financial giving.
Additionally, each applicant’s qualifications
were affirmed by lay leaders of the church
they serve.

The APL participants are: Rev. Ben
McGehee, First UMC, Columbia; Rev.
Ashley McGuire, First UMC, Bossier City;
Rev. Brian Mercer, Trinity UMC, Ruston;
Rev. Josh Milliron, Moss Bluff UMC, Lake
Charles; and Rev. Karli Pidgeon, Asbury

UMC, Natchitoches.
Participants will learn from a variety of

leadership pastors and community leaders
and Rev. Janice Virtue, leadership consult-
ant and educator, will serve as program
guide. She is an ordained elder in the UMC
and holds a master of divinity from Perkins
School of Theology and an MBA from
Indiana University. The workshops are
designed and coordinated by the Texas
Annual Conference.

Session topics will cover issues such as

discernment of leadership gifts and creation
of development goals; current realities of
the UMC, engaging staff and congregation
in strategic planning; implementing change
and managing resistance; preaching content
and style; budgets and basic church
accounting, money sermons and personal
financial planning; and setting a personal-
ized growth and development plan. 

The Foundation will underwrite all
expenses associated with the program.
Participants will invest $250 per year and

commit to attend all sessions. The
Foundation has committed up to $250,000
to support this initiative. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was
founded in 1975 and serves United
Methodist churches, institutions and indi-
viduals within the Louisiana Annual
Conference, providing financial guidance
and education, loans and grants.  It is one
of the largest United Methodist
Foundations in the denomination.

Foundation, from page 1

Rev. Ben McGehee
First UMC - Columbia

Rev. Ashley McGuire
First UMC - Bossier City

Rev. Brian Mercer 
Trinity UMC - Ruston

Rev. Josh Milliron 
Moss Bluff UMC - Lake Charles

Rev. Karli Pidgeon
Asbury UMC - Natchitoches

Allow yourself more time than what may
be needed in the event you run into assign-
ments that take time. Have fun. Make time
to have a full college experience. Just keep
the fun in balance with the work that you
have to do.”

During the stressful, high-stakes sea-
sons of mid-terms and finals, participate in
any stress-busting activities that your col-
lege might have planned. For example, at
McKendree, students can enjoy visits with
therapy dogs during study breaks.

Another way to fight stress is with exer-
cise. Hit the gym or join a pick-up game of
your favorite sport. While the ‘freshman
15’ is a concern for many, Taylor advises
that some weight gain or loss is normal as
you adjust to a new environment.

Drink plenty of water and get your
daily dose of fruits and veggies. If you
have the opportunity, consider participating
in a program like the Wonders of Wellness
food co-op at McKendree. Through this
program, participants can order fresh pro-
duce and receive the healthy delivery right
on campus.
Work hard; be nice

Lauren offers fellow students one final
piece of advice: Never underestimate the
power of hard work and treating others
with respect.

“Professional relationships can help you
make connections,” she said. “If you’re
nice to professors, they might remember
you when a scholarship or job opportunity
comes along. Put yourself out there. Don’t
wait for someone else to do it. Hard work
pays off. I’m from a single-parent house-
hold and I didn’t have money to go to col-
lege, but I made it through my first year.
Good things happen when you put in the
hard work.”

College, from page 3
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