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Three women, three ministries

Haiti Response / 4-5

CNN Hero/ 2

Mexico LAVIM / 6
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey,

Episcopal leader for the Louisiana
Annual Conference, ordained Rev. Betsy
Eaves as an elder in full connection on
June 4, 2013. Rev. Carole Cotton Winn,
Betsy’s mentor, laid hands on the ordi-
nand’s shoulder as a blessing during the
liturgical act.

Ordination is held in Louisiana at
annual conference every year. As with
this year, the worship service is usually
held at First United Methodist Church in
Shreveport. This particular event, howev-
er, was unique in that the first candi-
date—a woman—ordained by
Louisiana’s first woman bishop was men-
tored by the first woman ordained in the
Louisiana Conference.

This fairly remarkable coincidence is
accompanied by other circumstances
which make the story even more interest-
ing.

“Before I even knew Carole Cotton
Winn, she was my mentor,” said Bishop
Harvey, who was, in part, endorsed for
the episcopacy by the South Central
Jurisdictional Women’s Leadership Team.
“Carole’s long standing leadership in the
jurisdiction was significant and I had fol-
lowed her career with interest.”

Cotton Winn’s service as an ordained
elder began 42 years ago in June of 1972.
Prior to that event, she had been ordained
as a deacon in 1970.  

Going before her in ordination in
Louisiana was Rev. Lea Joyner, who was
ordained in the Methodist Protestant
Church in 1939. That was the year of the
uniting of The Methodist Protestant
Church, The Methodist Church South
and The Methodist Church North.  Only
the Methodist Protestant conferences
were ordaining women at that time. The
vote during the union of the three
Methodist denominations was to deny
any further ordinations of women.  Rev.

Joyner had stepped through a door in
1939 that closed behind her to any other
women seeking ordination.  

It was not until the vote of The
Methodist Church at General Conference
in 1956 that women were allowed to be
accepted as candidates for ordained min-
istry in The Methodist Church, clearing
the way for Cotton Winn to work toward
and receive ordination. “I felt a strong
calling to be an advocate and mentor for
those early women who were also knock-
ing on the door of ordination in the con-
ference,” she explained. 

Years after her ordination, while serv-
ing on the Louisiana Conference Board
of Ordained Ministry, the parents of one
female candidate thanked Cotton Winn
for speaking up for young women.
“During an interview with that candidate,
one of the ministers asked their daughter
what she would do if she should get mar-

Three United Methodist women clergy share ‘firsts’ 

See Three Women, page 8

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Episcopal leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference, ordains Rev. Betsy Eaves as an
elder in full connection on June 4, 2013 at First United Methodist Church in Shreveport, La. Rev. Carole Cotton Winn,
Betsy’s mentor, lays hands on the ordinand’s shoulder during the liturgical act. They are joined by Rev. William
Peeples. Photo by Brian Lewis Photography.
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It has been a little over a month since
the 43rd session of annual conference.   

I was very anxious about annual con-
ference but your hospitality provided a
sense of calm at a very anxious time.  You
were so incredibly welcoming and
embraced Dean, Elizabeth and me with
the love I have grown to know is part of
your DNA.  The opportunity to meet with
clergy, laity, extension ministers, retirees,
local pastors and associate members was a
gift.  I was finally able to put faces and
names together. And friends, I am blessed
beyond measure.

After annual conference I travelled to
Houston for the graduation of my best
friend's daughter and spent the weekend
with old friends.  As much as I enjoyed
being with you, it was nice to be in a place
where I could just be "Cynthia," attend a
graduation party and visit with my four
year old friend who was just interested in
sitting in my lap, reading books and play-
ing.  She does not care that I am a bishop
or whether I am following parliamentary
procedure. She was just interested in
"being" with me and I with her.  

A few days later I had the privilege of
preaching the opening session of the Rio
Grande Annual Conference. It was like
being with family and old friends,
although I knew few of them. I preached
in "Spanglsih," drawing from my past and
honoring the legacy of so many who have
paved the way for someone like me to be
able to serve as a bishop in the United
Methodist Church today. They were wel-
coming and celebrated with me the gift of
serving with you in Louisiana.

On June 17-21, we gathered in Fort
Worth for a series of meetings with the
College of Bishops, the Jurisdictional
Committee on Episcopacy and Bishop's

Week with cabinets,
lay leaders and board
of ministry leaders
from across the juris-
diction. It was a fan-
tastic week. We spent
time exploring the cul-
ture of call and the
changes we are experi-
encing as a denomina-
tion. We are moving
from a pipeline way of
calling our leaders to

more of an ecosystem which is much less
linear, influenced greatly by our surround-
ings, and requires much greater respon-
siveness. . .and I might add, creativity, to
the way we call clergy and laity to life
and work in our churches.  

I had the privilege the following week-
end to preach at First Grace in New
Orleans.  It was the BOMDDIGGITY! I
felt as though God’s kingdom had come
on earth as in heaven.  

Some people think that things slow
down after annual conference but it was-
n’t until July 4th week that I was able to
catch my breath. I had not picked up a
golf club in many years but we spent three
glorious days playing golf. Granted, I am
not a very good golfer (it might even be a
stretch to call myself a golfer) but loved
spending time with Dean. We surprised
ourselves! I had time to breathe in all that
God had provided the weeks before. I
realized that in the midst of the calendar, I
had gone from one thing to another and
had hardly paused long enough to take it
all in.  How incredibly important is this
time of Sabbath when we can simply BE
and take in all that God has given us to
sustain us for yet the next “run” at life.  

I returned energized and ready for

what was before us – cabinet meeting in
Lake Charles. Typically the cabinet meets
in Baton Rouge or at the Wesley Center
but we are trying something new. We are
meeting in the districts and setting aside
time one evening to meet with clergy and
laity. We led with the question,“What
would you have to do to live out the
vision and preferred future?”  We had a
great conversation--learning, living and
telling the gospel story. We will be com-
ing to a district near you very soon. Our
hope is to be in each of the districts prior
to Annual Conference 2014.
(seehttp://www.la-
umc.org/pages/detail/1899) 

I was reminded on the golf course last
week that sometimes you cannot see
where you are going.  As I hit from the
tee, most of the time, I could not see the
pin.  I had to trust the outline of the golf
course on my score card and markers
along the way to tell me the distance to
the pin.  I also learned, yet again, that not
only did I have to have the right club but
when I take my eye off the ball, I am like-
ly to miss it completely and can even
leave a giant divot on the course, damag-
ing the course. I truly feel the Spirit mov-
ing among us and leading us to greater
things.  But we must stay focused, keep
our eye on the ball, read the markers
around us, choose the right club and do
our best not to create too much damage
along the way. It is ok to miss the ball
every once in a while and make a mistake,
but next time you step up to the tee, you
must realign your stance.

The Bible does not talk much about
golf, but it certainly does talk a lot about
keeping your eye on the one who will
lead you through the wilderness. I am
delighted that you have embraced the

Vision and Core Values  (on the confer-
ence website at http://www.la-
umc.org/pages/detail/1884), but might I
remind you that even the greatest vision
and core values are but a clanging symbol
if we are not faithful to the deep call we
each share.  

Deep Call

You are the God who makes extrava-
gant promises.

We relish your great promises
of fidelit,y
and presence,
and solidarity,
and we exude in them,
Only to find out, always too late, 
that your promise always comes
in the midst of a hard, deep call to

obedience.
You are the God who calls people like

us, and the long list of mothers and
fathers before us,

who trusted the promise enough to
keep the call.

So we give you thanks that you are a
calling God,

who calls always to dangerous and
new places.

We pray enough of your grace and
mercy among us

that we may be among those
who believe your promises enough
to respond to your call.
We pray in the one who embodied your

promise and enacted your call, even
Jesus.  Amen.

Prayers of Walter Brueggemann

In Christ,

Cynthia Fierro Harvey
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ON THE JOURNEY

Reflections from the backside of annual conference

Bishop Cynthia
Fierro Harvey

Rev. Lisa Fitzpatrick, executive director
of APEX Community Advancement, Inc.
and associate pastor of First Street PW-
Williams Ross UMCs in New Orleans, was
recognized July 19 as a 2013 CNN Hero!

APEX was formed for the purpose of
supporting, innovating and creating pro-
grams and services focusing on the needs
of young people ages 5-25 in the New
Orleans community (some of the youth
shown in photo, above)  Developing the
skill of conflict resolution, volunteers work
with young people to facilitate positive
social interaction, teaching the necessary

verbal and non-verbal communication
skills to resolve conflict and develop rela-
tionships. Visit www.CNNHeroes.com to
see the story and video, or link to the story
from the Louisiana Conference website at
www.la-umc.org

APEX has opened its new permanent
facility at 2019 Simon Bolivar Ave. in
Central City, New Orleans. The facility
was the previous site for Peoples UMC.
Find out more about this worthy organiza-
tion which seeks to promote peace and rec-
onciliation at  www.apexyouthcenter.org 

N. O. local pastor named 2013 CNN Hero
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A recent visit made to the Louisiana
Conference by two Congolese doctors
working in HIV/AIDS clinics in Africa
shed light on the struggles faced in the
global fight against the killer disease. 

“The doctors gave me—a seasoned pub-
lic health professional—a new outlook.
Seeing the work they did in a war zone,
and often by motorcycle, has taught me
that complaining is not the answer,” said
Eugene Collins, Region 2 Coordinator for
Louisiana’s Office of Public Health
STD/HIV program.

Collins accompanied Drs. Pierre Manya
and Simeon Kashala on a tour of the con-
ference which included presentations at
local United Methodist churches, speaking
to civic organizations, appearing before the
Baton Rouge city council, and visiting
Louisiana agencies working to increase
awareness, education and services to com-

bat the growth of HIV/AIDS.  During their
stay, the two doctors also assisted Collins
with a field HIV/AIDS testing exercise.

The visit and related events were spon-
sored by the Louisiana Annual Conference,
the HIV/AIDS Alliance for Region Two,
Family Services of Greater Baton Rouge
and other faith communities.

“Drs. Manya and Kashala are faithful
men committed to fighting the killer dis-
eases of poverty—HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis
and malaria. They work in challenging set-
tings each and every day bringing hope to a
people in need of hope,” said Bishop
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Episcopal leader of
the Louisiana Conference. 

“The doctors made reference to all of
the services our state has in place for the
fight against HIV/AIDS. Often, we feel we
don’t have enough. Hearing from Drs.
Manya and Kashala about how few
resources they work with leads me to say
that we should appreciate what we have,

because others may have far less,” said
Eugene Collins.

He also expressed his appreciation for
the involvement of the United Methodist
churches of Louisiana in the statewide
efforts to combat HIV/AIDS. “The impact
of the church in this fight is huge. Having
such a large group like The United
Methodist Church join this fight adds
validity to the work that we do with the
Office of Public Health.”

The strong interest exhibited by
Louisiana’s United Methodists in the
HIV/AIDS pandemic stems in part from
alarming statistics about the disease and the
city of Baton Rouge, the state’s capital.
According to 2011 data from the federal
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention,
Baton Rouge has the highest per capita rate
of new AIDS cases nationally. New
Orleans, roughly 80 miles southeast of the
state’s capital, ranks fourth in new cases.

“The Louisiana Conference has taken a

deep interest in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. Since our inaugural testing
event launched in the fall of 2009, United
Methodist churches statewide have expand-
ed testing efforts and have continued to
hold World AIDS Day events. The confer-
ence has also developed a manual and
DVD which allows us to share the system
we have developed for hosting testing
events, making the process easier for other
conferences,” said Margaret Johnson, chair
of the Louisiana Conference Global Health
Initiative. Johnson added that the manual
and DVD were created with the assistance
of a grant provided by the Domestic
HIV/AIDS Fund for the United Methodist
Committee on Relief.

Recognized by the denomination for its
efforts, the Louisiana Annual Conference
received one of five inaugural United
Methodist Global AIDS Leadership Awards
during the third international Lighten the
Burden Conference in October of 2010.

Congolese doctors serving in HIV/AIDS clinics tour Louisiana Conference

Rev. Fred Wideman, pastor of Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, stands in front of the church sanctuary with, left to right, Eugene Collins and Drs.
Pierre Manya and Simeon Kashala. Drs. Manya and Kashala, physicians for HIV/AIDS clinics in Africa, recently visited the Louisiana Conference, presenting at local
churches, speaking to civic organizations and visiting Louisiana agencies working to increase awareness of the disease. Collins serves as Region 2 Coordinator for
Louisiana’s Office of Public Health STD/HIV program. Photo by Betty Backstrom.

Extend an invitation to a missionary to your church this summer and fall
Sending missionaries to the "ends of the

earth" sometimes means they come here to
Louisiana. Three missionaries will be itin-
erating through the Louisiana Annual
Conference this summer and fall. They
could be a guest at your church! They are: 

Marjorie Hurder 

Marjorie is completing a two-year
assignment in Utah as a US2. She has been
dividing her service time between organiz-
ing a food pantry and organizing communi-
ty advocacy programs. Marjorie is return-
ing to her home in Baton Rouge for a sum-
mer break before continuing her education
at Wesley Seminary in Washington D.C. in
the fall. She is available from the end of
July to Aug. 22 to Wesley Foundations and

young adult groups to connect those hear-
ing a call to mission to our Global
Misssion opportunities. Contact Marjorie at
marjoriehurder@gmail.com or
revann70507@gmail.com for scheduling
information.

Marsha Alexander 

Marsha serves as the director of Asbury
College on the island of Anda in the
Phillipines. Asbury College is a United
Methodist-related school that begins with
elementary instruction and extends to col-
lege-level instruction. She will spend the
next three months here in the states, visit-
ing families and telling her stories to con-
gregations. She will be in Louisiana Sept. 8
- 19. Her visit will start in the Lake Charles

area at University UMC. She will be avail-
able to other churches in the conference. To
schedule Rev. Alexander, please contact
Rev. Ann Sutton at
revann70507@gmail.com.

Joseph and Marilyn Chan 

There is a special place in the heart of
every Louisianian who has ever been to
Cambodia for Joseph and Marilyn Chan.
Joseph serves as a church developer and
district superintendent. Marilyn serves as
the Director of United Methodist Women
in Cambodia. They will be in Louisiana
Sept. 12-19. Ken Musick is coordinating
their visit and can be reached at
ken.musick72@gmail.com.

Without traveling far, hosting a global

missionary it is a way to touch what God is
doing on the other side of the world.

Bio and picture links:
http://www.umcmission.org/Learn-

About-Us/News-and-
Stories/2012/April/Marjorie-Hurder--US-2-
in-Salt-Lake-City

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-
Our-Work/Missionaries-in-
Service/Missionary-Profiles/10772Z

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-
Our-Work/Missionaries-in-
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Chan-Joseph

http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-
Our-Work/Missionaries-in-
Service/Missionary-Profiles/Chan-Marilyn-
Sovann
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Sarah Marsalis Luginbill may have
returned to Louisiana from Haiti in June,
but her heart is still in the country strug-
gling to recover from a powerful earth-
quake that hit in January of 2010.

Luginbill is back in Shreveport serving
alongside her husband Scott as co-director
of youth ministry for Grace Community
United Methodist Church in Shreveport
after six months working as the United
Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(UMVIM) team coordinator in Haiti. Sarah
held the six-month position as a part of the
Haiti Response Plan, a three-year initiative
approved by the General Board of Global
Ministries and United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in October
of 2010. 

“The first four months were so busy,”
said Luginbill.  “During those months, we
hosted more than 100 teams.” Since the
response plan’s inception, a total of 450
teams and 4,300 volunteers have traveled
to Haiti to help rebuild the impoverished
Caribbean country that suffered unprece-
dented loss of life and property.

Luginbill explained that UMCOR offers
up to $3,500 in matching project funds for
each team. This helps to provide at least
$7,000 to be used on each response project.
“This collaboration between UMVIM and
UMCOR is the first of its kind,” she said.

In her position as team coordinator,
Luginbill worked with team leaders to pre-
pare them for “each step of the mission.”
Every logistical detail was handled ahead
of time, from matching teams with a con-
struction site to making sure that all lodg-
ing needs and supplies were provided.
“Once a team landed on the ground, they
were mine,” she said, adding that this kind
of support helped to “reduce anxiety.”

Luginbill’s journey to Haiti began with
her first Louisiana VIM mission during
spring break of 2010, just months after the
deadly earthquake happened. “The sights
were shocking on that first trip. There were
shabby tents on the road medians, rubble
everywhere, crumbled buildings, heaps of
garbage. At that time, the port was not
functional. And there was no large machin-
ery to help with response,” she explained. 
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Youth director serves as Haiti Response Plan team coordinator
BY BETTY BACKSTROM

Continued next page



Some of the most important tasks in the
early stages of the response included mov-
ing rubble, providing medical teams and
offering educational help on treating water
and cleaning techniques to prevent cholera.
“The local Methodist churches really
stepped up, assisting with teaching the
Haitians about water treatment,” added
Luginbill.

Subsequent missions over the next three
years drew her closer to the people of Haiti
and to the church’s mission in that country.
During that time, there were a variety of
experiences for Luginbill, many of them
preparing her for the job of team coordina-
tor. Most unexpected was a head-on car
collision in the spring of 2012 involving
her LAVIM team and a motorcycle.
“Amazingly, we were all unscathed,” she
said.

Response Plan Project Coordinator Tom
Vencuss, who worked with Luginbill dur-
ing her time in Haiti, noticed Sarah’s abili-
ty to remain “cool under pressure.” Later
that year, he sent her an email, encouraging
her to apply for the team coordinator’s
position.

“My first response was ‘No’. I truly felt
called to youth ministry,” said Luginbill.
“But then my husband Scott encouraged
me to do it. And then my pastors said that I
just had to apply, because the example it
would set for the youth could be very posi-
tive.”

So she applied for the job, and was
hired to start the position on Jan. 1, 2013.
“I had two weeks to prepare!,” she said
with a laugh.

As Luginbill explained, over the last six
months, Haiti has “captured my heart.” “It
is so hard to put into words. I still have a
difficult time communicating these feel-
ings. It’s just something you ‘get.’ Your
body’s going back to America, but your
heart is staying in Haiti.”

She admits to having very mixed feel-
ings about returning home. “When I was in
Haiti, I missed Scott so much. And I
missed the youth at Grace Community.
But, I came to love so many people . . . the
ladies who cooked for us at the Methodist

Guest House; Gerta, who did our laundry
and took care of me if I was sick; Nathalie,
the 21-year-old daughter of one of the
cooks, who attended church with me
online; Jessica, the 10-year-old girl who I
helped with swimming and computer les-
sons. I would miss them all, and I still do.” 

Prior to the earthquake, the United
Methodist Church played an important role
in the life of Haiti. United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) has been
active in Haiti for over 30 years, addressing
needs in education, health and housing.
“There were 111 Methodist schools and a
number of medical clinics. The response
effort is helping to rebuild all of those min-
istries. UMCOR is also providing lots of
micro-loans for business startups,” said
Luginbill.

The main focus of the response plan is
to rebuild homes and to provide help with
safe water programs, community health
efforts, education, reforestation and devel-

opment of agriculture, she added. “Right
now, teachers and farmers are needed as
volunteers.”

Luginbill is excited about efforts to
establish computer labs with the use of
low-energy lap tops, which is important in
a country where energy is at a premium.
“Also, a new way of building houses has
been developed, using light-weight build-
ing blocks partially made from Styrofoam.
You can build an entire home for around
$4,000 using these materials.”

Reentry into daily life in the United
States has been challenging at times. “My
perceptions of everything are completely
different now. The other day, while jog-
ging, Scott and I saw a water main that had
burst on the street. Water was flowing
everywhere. I got chocked up because it
was clean water, and all I could think of
was the Haitian people washing vegetables
in filthy water,” she said.

While living in Haiti, Luginbill was

reminded daily of the extreme poverty and
pain suffered by its people. “I lived in con-
stant heartache for them. Yet, they are a
people of great faith with a boundless spirit
of hospitality. Such beautiful, hardworking
people who exhibit amazing joy.”

Luginbill is convinced that Haiti will be
her lifelong mission. Those sentiments are
shared by her husband Scott. “As long as
we are alive, it will always be this way. I
don’t know what that means for the future,
but I can’t wait to see what’s in store.” 

Sarah is grateful to Grace Community
UMC for sending her to Haiti, giving her a
six-month leave of absence, and for saving
her job until she returned. “My SPR com-
mittee would have done anything to
encourage me to go, and I will always
remember that. I will forever be changed. It
was painful, because God wasn’t just mold-
ing me, He was chiseling me! It was
incredible, and I would do it all over again
tomorrow.”
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Sarah Marsalis Luginbill is back in Shreveport serving alongside her husband Scott as co-director of youth ministry for Grace Community United Methodist Church
after six months working as the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) team coordinator in Haiti. Sarah held the six-month position as a part of the general
church’s Haiti Response Plan. On page 4: Luginbill is shown (top photo in cap) purifying water in La Gonave, Haiti with a Louisiana VIM team from Louisiana Tech’s
Wesley Foundation; LAVIM team is shown removing rubble in Tapion; Luginbill is pictured, center, with a team of interpreters used to work with volunteer teams in
Haiti. On page 5: Top, children play near an abandoned fishing boat in Source a Philippe; students sing the Haitian national anthem during assembly at one of the
many Methodist schools in the country; LAVIM volunteers helps with health assessments in Source a Philippe. Photos provided by Sarah Luginbill.
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The Lake Charles District United
Methodist Women enjoyed fun and fellow-
ship during "Hats, Gloves, Petals and
Pearls Tea" held on the afternoon of June 8
at Moss Bluff United Methodist Church.
The event was attended by UMW members
and community friends, as well as ladies
from  Alexandria District UMW units and
the Louisiana Conference UMW president,
Barbara Ferguson.

Music was provided by the flutist duet
of Sally Matson and Nicole Spell. Guests

enjoyed a variety of teas and treats served
on tables laden with silver and china.
Appreciation is extended to Anne Fields
for organizing, decorating and preparing
many of the sweets and treats.  Admission
was an optional donation from the wish list
of the Southwest Louisiana Children's
Home.  Items donated included art sup-
plies, books, games, stuffed animals,
underwear, pajamas, slippers, shorts, shirts
and money.      

St. Matthew’s United Methodist
Church, 6017 Camphor St. in Metairie,
will host its annual “marketplace” Oct. 12
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. This event funds the
church’s local and national missions
including the Methodist Home for
Children, the North Rampart Community
Center, the Dulac Community Center and
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot.

Shoppers will find a Country Store, plants
and flowers, crafts, jewelry, fresh produce,
frozen entrees and lots of homemade food
to be enjoyed at “The Marketplace at St.
Matthew’s.” Vendor booths are available
by calling (504) 888-1155 or visiting
www.stmatthewsumc.com for the applica-
tion and information sheets.

LAVIM team brings Vacation Bible School to Mexican churches, orphanage
A 12-member Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team led by Archie Corder from St. Mathew’s United Methodist Church in Metairie served in Reynosa, Mexico from June
10-14. The team organized several Vacation Bible Schools, traveling to three local churches and to Casa Hogar Benito Juarez, a Reynosa area orphanage. The team
coordinated its efforts with Willie Berman, Manos Juntas and VIM director for Mexico, and local pastor Rev. Maria Elena. 

Lake Charles UMW holds tea

St. Matthew’s plans marketplace

if you missed the 2013 Louisiana Annual Conference held in Shreveport this past
June, you can still enjoy recordings of certain sessions by ordering them from Jm
Productions in Shreveport. You may contact Jm Productions at (318) 797-1007 or
access the order form at
http://www.la-umc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/Order_Form_A4GD3F47.pdf 

Recordings of 2013 Annual Conference Available

make plans to join other Louisiana
United methodists as Bishop Cynthia
fierro Harvey leads a group to the
Holy Land Jan. 13-22, 2014.
Part of the group will be new ordi-
nands, who travel to this holy region as

the guests of the Louisiana Annual Conference. find out more about this exciting
and memorable opportunity on the conference website at http://www.la-

umc.org/console/files/oforms_YJ7JB6/2014_Holy_Land_trip_ Brochure_2Ytd-

JPQ8.pdf

The Commission on the General Conference is seeking a worship and music
director for The United Methodist Church’s 2016 General Conference. The
deadline for applying is August 19, 2013.
the top legislative body for the 12 million-member denomination will meet may 10-
20, 2016, at the oregon Convention Center in Portland, ore. the worship and
music director is responsible for the overall worship and music program manage-
ment at general Conference.
Those interested in applying may view the position description and addition-
al details at http://gc2016.umc.org/WorshipMusicDirectorApplication.
Application materials should be sent to Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of
General Conference, shotchkiss @gcfa.org, P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN,
37203-0029.

MacDonell United Methodist Children’s Services, Inc., 8326 main St. in Houma,
is seeking to fill the position of President/Ceo for this non-medical group home for
adolescent children.
Applicants must be a Licensed master Social Worker with at least five or more
years of progressively responsible experience in a program for at-risk or troubled
youth. the president’s responsibilities include supervision of: casework and child-
care programs; financial and administrative matters; fundraising; maintenance of
building and grounds; and must maintain a good working relationship with local
church groups, social service agencies, courts and local and civic organizations.
Please send resume with salary requirements by Aug. 2 to MacDonell
Children Services, Attn: Mr. Doug Holloway, Board Chair, 8326 Main St.,
Houma, LA 70363 or fax (985) 868-8474.

Positions Available



It’s not too late sign up for the confer-
ence sponsored Early Response Team
Training, slated for Aug. 3 from 8:30-5
p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 316
Centerville St. in Denham Springs.

The registration fee is $35, which
includes meal, background check, snacks
and materials.

Not a first response group of emergency
workers, nor a recovery rebuild or repair
team; an Early Response Team fills a spe-
cific need in the early days after a disaster
to establish the presence of the church.

Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by

those selected by the community to com-
mand the response; but no task is more
important that the purpose of ERTs, which
is to provide a Christian presence, not a
TASK. Offering that presence may be the
most important thing a team can do. The
team also takes further steps to prevent
damage to a family’s personal property by
tarping, debris removal and cleaning out
flooded homes.

Ken Musick will serve as trainer for the
event. For more information visit the con-
ference website at http://www.la-
umc.org/pages/detail/1666 

Early response team training slated Aug. 3
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Coppit to serve as LAVIM resource assistant

The Louisiana Annual Conference
will host Youth Ignite! 2013 in the late
summer in three separate locations
throughout the state. Youth will worship
together, meet new friends, enjoy music,
play group games, swim and share lunch.

The North Louisiana event, serving
the Shreveport and Monroe Districts, is
slated for Aug. 24 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Camp Forbing in Shreveport, La. The
South Louisiana event, serving the Baton
Rouge and New Orleans Districts, is to
be held the same date and time at Camp
Istrouma in Baton Rouge, La. The West
Louisiana event, serving the Acadiana
and Lake Charles Districts, will be held
at the Uskichitto Retreat Center in

LeBlanc, La. at a date and time to be
announced.

Youth in grades 7-12 and adult work-
ers with youth are encouraged to attend.
A registration fee of $30 provides lunch,
t-shirt and programming. The deadline
for registration is midnight on Aug. 19.
After that date, a $15 late fee per person
will be assessed.

For more information and to register,
visit the conference website at 

http://www.la-
umc.org/console/files/oForms_YJ7JB6/Y
outh_Ignite_2013_CE9I2WDP.Registrati
on.pdf

On behalf of the LAVIM Leadership
Team, I am pleased to announce that
Brenda Coppit will continue to work on
our behalf in a new part-time position--
Resource Assistant for Louisiana
Volunteers in Mission. Brenda brings many
years of experience working with our
LAVIM projects, resources and people; we
are grateful for the expertise she will share.

As the Resource Assistant for Louisiana
VIM, Brenda will help revamp our website
to include information about upcoming
missions; post links to team blogs and to
Jurisdictional and GBGM resources; and
provide team leader materials including
insurance information and downloadable
forms. She will continue to forward emails
about mission opportunities as well as
answer emails and phone calls from people
requesting information. In addition, she
will help coordinate registration and prepa-
ration for the January training event.

Please bear in mind that Brenda will no
longer work full-time for the Conference,
and hence, will relinquish some of her for-
mer duties. Although she can direct you to
the appropriate sources, she will not obtain
team insurance, make travel arrangements,

contact missionaries, plan mission projects,
collect team forms or wire transfer money. 

The LAVIM Leadership Team is
responsible for coordinating and guiding
the Louisiana VIM program.  As chairper-
son, it is my honor to receive suggestions
and comments that will be helpful to our
transition into this new approach to VIM.
We understand that all of us are seeking to
continue LAVIM as a viable and vital min-
istry of serving God by serving others. I
invite you to share your comments with me
and the Leadership Team as we journey
together.

Brenda’s contact numbers remain the
same, BrendaCoppit@la-umc.org and
(225) 346-1646. Beginning July 16, she
will be available on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Brenda’s
passion for this ministry and her wealth of
experience will certainly ease our transition
to the new LAVIM. If you have any ques-
tions, do not hesitate to contact Brenda or
me.

Blessings,
Diane Reich, chair
LAVIM Leadership Team

Due to some recent team cancellations, there are several weeks in
2013 available for a mission experience at UMCOR Sager Brown

in Baldwin, La.

Weeks available include Aug. 4-9, Aug. 11-16, Aug. 18-23, Sept. 2-
6 and Sept. 8-13. If you would like to reserve space for a team or
need more information, please email volunteers@sagerbrown.org

or call (337) 923-6238, ext. 202 and ask for Vickie Smith,
Volunteer Program Manager at Sager Brown.

Make plans to attend

The following is the first of several
upcoming reports that will keep you, the
laity and clergy of the Louisiana
Conference, informed as to the work of the
Episcopal Residence Committee.

The committee was appointed last year
in accordance with the Book of Discipline
(paragraph 638) to oversee the functions of
the Episcopal residence. Through inspec-
tions and careful study of the current
Episcopal residence, the committee deter-
mined that the current Episcopal residence
needed extensive repairs and modifications.
The committee reported these finding to
conference members during the 2013
Louisiana Annual Conference in June and
recommended that the existing Episcopal
residence be sold along with the Episcopal
residence in Shreveport and a new resi-
dence be built or purchased in Baton
Rouge. The majority of the delegates voted
to concur with the recommendations of the
Episcopal Residence Committee.

The committee listened carefully to the
input received from delegates during the
2013 Annual Conference, and has held a
series of meetings to address concerns and
suggestions. Since our gathering in June,
the committee proceeded with placing the
Episcopal residence in Shreveport on the
market. As a result of this action, the con-
ference has an offer on the residence that is
in line with the projections presented at
Annual Conference. If all goes as expected,

the sale of the Shreveport Episcopal resi-
dence will be completed before the end of
this summer.

The committee also carefully researched
recommendations for appraisers familiar
with the Baton Rouge housing market. To
facilitate the sale of the Baton Rouge
Episcopal residence, the Episcopal
Residence Committee selected an appraiser
and has commissioned an appraisal of the
Baton Rouge residence. In continued
efforts to find the best representation possi-
ble, the committee has issued a request for
proposals through the Baton Rouge District
area churches for real estate agents to rep-
resent the Louisiana Annual Conference in
the selling of the existing Episcopal resi-
dence and/or the purchase of a new
Episcopal residence.

The Bishop has recommended to the
Episcopal Residence Committee to strive
to use as little of the annual conference
contingency funds for this project as possi-
ble.

The Episcopal Residence Committee is
working diligently to respond to the input
of the annual conference, seeking the most
expert information and guidance during
this process. We will continue to keep you
informed as the committee moves forward
in its work.

Blessings in Christ,
Jim DeLaune
Episcopal Residence Committee

Episcopal residence committee update



(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535

information@umf.org

www.umf.org

GENEROSITY PAYS!

Charitable Gift 
Annuity Rate for 
a Single Donor*

Age Rate

70 5.1%

75 5.8%

77 6.2%

78 6.4%

80 6.8%

85 7.8%

90+ 9.0%

*Two-life rates are lower.

By creating a charitable gift annuity that 

ultimately benefi ts your church or favorite 

ministry, you can generate more income 

for the rest of your life!

A charitable gift annuity offers:

• fi xed income for life

• an immediate charitable tax deduction

• support for your family and church

Yes, generosity pays with a 

charitable gift annuity.

How do these rates compare 

with your CDs?
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The new ordinand added, “Despite the
short time Bishop Harvey has been our
bishop, she has already become a support-
ive colleague in ministry, one who has led
by example and opened her heart to my
heart."   

Eaves has been one of several women
mentored by Cotton Winn, in both an offi-
cial capacity as candidacy mentor and
“unofficial” capacity of friend and support-
er, according to Carole. “No doubt Betsy
and I have the longest official role of my
serving as mentor through the nine years of
her journey to seminary and ordination.
Throughout her process of taking seminary
courses, Betsy maintained a high standard
of excellence in ministry while serving on
the staff of Centenary College, serving as
mentor herself to college students. Our
conference is indebted to her, for guiding
with care and support many of the women
and men who are now serving appoint-
ments or serving in ways ‘deep and wide’
in local churches as active laity.” 

Serving since 2002 as chaplain for
Centenary College, Eaves also directed the
college’s Church Careers Institute and
Christian Leadership Center. She is cur-
rently appointed to Grace Community
UMC in Shreveport as associate pastor.

Adding to the list of coincidences con-
nected to the June 4 ordination in

Shreveport, Rev. Jared Williams, elder, and
Rev. Chris McLain, deacon, are two former
Centenary students mentored by Eaves
who were ordained alongside her that
evening. 

“Jared and Chris were among the many
students in the Church Careers Institute
and Christian Leadership Center walking
with me during the eight years of my semi-
nary work. It was challenging to juggle
family and seminary and full-time ministry
during those years. Jared and Chris offered
me grace when I was exhausted, and were
great at making me laugh at life. They
stepped up as student leaders, sharing my
work and ministry. It was wonderful shar-
ing ordination with them,” said Eaves, who
felt the two represented a host of students
who “have loved me through my years at
Centenary.”

When asked about the significance of
being ordained by a woman bishop, Eaves
commented, “On some level, I don't want
it to matter. People are people. But the real-
ity is that living out a call to ministry,
while carrying the responsibilities of wife,
mother, daughter, daughter-in-law or sister
have a certain uniqueness to them. And
having a bishop who personally under-
stands something about juggling all of that
is pretty wonderful.”

Rev. Cotton Winn was part of the

Women’s Leadership Team which
endorsed Bishop Harvey as a candidate for
bishop in the South Central Jurisdiction.
“In hearing her responses to our questions,
it was clear to me that she brought the gifts
that we needed in our Episcopal leaders.
At the welcoming service for Bishop
Harvey in Baton Rouge, La. last summer, I
was sitting with Marie Williams and Lane
Cotton Winn. Lane is my daughter, who
serves as an associate pastor for Aldersgate
UMC in Slidell.  Marie and I are elders
with more than 80 years of combined min-
istry, and Lane is one of the many young
clergy women beginning her first years of
service. It was a heartwarming experience
to receive a woman as our Area Bishop, for
such a time as this.”

Rev. Eaves had this to add: “I do
believe it is incumbent upon women who
hold leadership roles to model a healthy,
vibrant balance in life that allows us to cel-
ebrate and merge the best of all of the
roles. I think we are blessed with a bishop
who will help us do that. The modeling of
such leadership by women is important to
other women, but is just as important for
the men of the conference. As taught in I
Corinthians 12, we all need each other and
the gifts, perspectives and experiences each
brings. We are better together and our
diversity makes us even stronger.”

Three Women, from page 1

ried, inquiring as to how could she fulfill
her role as an ordained minister. I spoke up
and reminded those conducting the inter-
view that they had not asked any of the
men we were interviewing that question,
and that it was not going to become a tar-
get question for women.”

Cotton Winn’s journey toward ordained
ministry began with “a sense of a call”
while attending Centenary College in
Shreveport. After receiving her degree in
1965, she became a US-2, serving for two
years with the Board of Missions of The
United Methodist Church. Those years
included ministries with children and
youth in the inner city of Nashville, Tenn.

She followed the “unfolding call” to
seminary in 1967 at Perkins School of
Theology at SMU in Dallas, Tex. at a time
when women were getting a Masters in
Religious Education (MRE) and male stu-
dents were getting a Bachelor of Divinity
degree. She went to seminary with the
intent of earning an MRE degree and
working in the church as a Christian edu-
cator.

Throughout her three years at Perkins,
Carole’s call began to evolve. “During the
late 1960’s, the women’s movement was
touching the lives of persons and institu-
tions across the country. At that time, it
opened my eyes and heart to an unknown
future.”  

She made the critical decision to stay at
Perkins for a third year, changing her pur-
suit toward an MRE degree to a Masters of
Divinity degree. Her next “life-defining
decision” was to begin the process with the
Board of Ordained Ministry to be ordained
in the Louisiana Conference. 

During a 12-year period, she co-pas-
tored two churches, First UMC in Houma
and Aldersgate UMC in Slidell with her
husband, Rev. John Winn. Bishop Bill
Oden ultimately appointed her to the cabi-
net of the Louisiana Conference and
Cotton Winn served the Lake Charles and
New Orleans Districts as superintendent,
the first woman to do so in the conference.

Adding to her resume of service, Carole
was appointed the Director of the
Academy for Spiritual Leadership for the
conference. She held the position until her
retirement in 2012. “The Academy offers
various year-long retreat cycles which seek
to deepen the faith journey of laity and
clergy and raise up spiritual leaders for
Christ. Since the Academy was started 14
years ago, more than 575 persons have
participated in the various offerings,” she
said.

Rev. Betsy Eaves was one of many who
have been inspired toward ministry by
Cotton Winn. “The blessing of  being men-
tored by Carole and ordained by Bishop
Harvey is as much about who they are as
people, as who they are as women. Each of
us in our own way has overcome obstacles
in responding to a call to ministry. Each of
us has had people tell us we couldn't or
shouldn't be on the path we were on, or in
the roles we chose to serve. But, we have
also been blessed by people - women and
men - who affirmed our gifts, our passion,
our spirit and our sense of call,” said
Eaves. “I am indebted to these two women
for being voices of ‘Yes, you can!’" 


