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Operation Happy New Year

Sunday Supper / 6

New Congregations / 3

St. Mark UMC / 8

The morning of Jan. 1 is generally a
quiet one. Most in St. Tammany slumber,
having stayed up until the wee hours of
the morning celebrating the arrival of a
new year. First United Methodist Church
in Covington was quiet as 2013 dawned
as well, relatively speaking, but my good-
ness were those people busy.

Men huddled over steaming cauldrons
of black-eyed peas and cabbage in the

parking lot beside the church fellowship
hall while, inside the church kitchen,
teams wielding large, sharp knives filled
serving trays with slice after slice of
baked ham. 

The cooking had actually begun at
about 11 p.m. on New Year’s Eve, and,
after the First United Methodist volun-
teers had had a few hours of rest, work
resumed at 6 a.m. on New Year’s day.

By that afternoon, more than 500 peo-
ple who otherwise might not have had a

meal to look forward to - much less one
to celebrate - were enjoying Operation
Happy New Year feasts.

Mercy, food shared

This is the sixth year Ronnie Berg has
coordinated the effort which, he admits,
had a most humble beginning. 

When Berg was chairman of the
Church Council, he had introduced the
idea of providing a New Year’s dinner for
needy residents of the community. Unlike

Food, love shared through the breaking of bread on New Year’s Day

See Operation New Year,  page 4

Plans are in high gear for the 2013
Louisiana Skeeter Run slated for Saturday,
March 2. Race directors are in place for 10
locations throughout the state for the
Skeeter Run, offering races in two new
cities--Monroe and Haynesville. Last year’s
5K/Fun Run, held April 21, was enjoyed

by more than 2,000 volunteers, runners and
walkers in eight cities. The event raised
more than $74,000 for Imagine No
Malaria, a global initiative of The United
Methodist Church.

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of
University UMC in Baton Rouge, is excit-

ed about building on the success of last
year’s inaugural event. “We’re planning
after-event parties with music and food at
each race site. We’re looking at coming up
with some exciting items for our ‘goodie

Register now for the 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run!

See Skeeter Run, page 5

For the sixth year in a row, First United Methodist Church in Covington has assembled and distributed meals for mem-
bers of the community on New Years Day. Church member Ronnie Berg, along with 40 volunteers from the church,
hosted another successful event Jan. 1 with the help of area vendors and agencies. Berg has coordinated Operation
Happy New Year which, he admits, had humble beginnings. He shared the story of the ministry with the Times
Picayune, reprinted below. Nancy Berg, left, Rosalie Statham and Cindy Patton, above, prepare the traditional New
Years meal of ham, cabbage and peas. More than 500 dinners were served this year in the St. Tammany area.

BY CAROL WOLFRAM 
NOLA.COM/TIMES PICAYUNE

March 2, 2013
Register now!

louisianaskeeterrun.org



When the amended
Strategic Vitality Task
Force/Council on
Finance and
Administration report
was passed by Annual
Conference delegates
this past June, sweep-
ing changes were made
in numerous areas of
our connectional min-
istry. Some of the
changes received much
time and deliberation on the conference
floor, and others, not so much. Among the
actions taken in that vote was the
Conference choosing to move from seven
to six districts as of July 1, 2013. An
announcement of the new configuration
will be made in the near future.  

If the district realignment was one of
the least-discussed changes enacted last
summer, the conversations since that time
have certainly made up for it. The Book of
Discipline provides for the Annual
Conference to set the number of districts,
while the Bishop sets the boundaries for
those districts. Bishop Harvey has taken
this charge from the Conference with
utmost seriousness and care, and the task
of redistricting has been on the agenda of
each Cabinet meeting since June.  We have
named concerns/criteria for consideration
in this discernment process, such as natural
geographic boundaries; cultural affinities;
distribution of churches, pastors and finan-
cial askings and expenditures; local church
vitality and Self-Identification Profiles;
previous history in particular district con-
figurations;  and missional alignments.

We have been poring over a large
Louisiana map with our current district
lines and pins marking each church in the
conference. We have looked at various
ways to draw a new six-district arrange-
ment, and explored the ramifications of
each. We have studied options greatly
affecting a small number of districts and
options of reconfiguring—even renam-
ing—all districts. Above all, we have
bathed the process in prayer. In this time of

transition and change with its difficult deci-
sions and necessary sacrifices, we know
that the larger mission must take prece-
dence over personal preferences. Even as
we realize that at least one of us current
District Superintendents will not be sitting
at the table next year, we seek to stay
focused on our call, our task, here and now,
for a greater purpose.  

Many of you have been praying along
with us. Thank you. You have asked ques-
tions and offered ideas.  You have remind-
ed us that we have previously met the chal-
lenge and transitioned well. It’s been
encouraging to hear so many of our lay and
clergy leaders put this process in perspec-
tive. We’ve been reminded, “We’ve adjust-
ed districts before. Remember when there
was a Natchitoches District? A Ruston
District? A North Shore District?” The fact
remains that a redrawing of district lines
does not change the current placements of
our churches, or the local mission fields to
which we are called to serve and engage
with increasing fervor and relevance.  It is
good to be reminded that our identity is not
ultimately with the district where we live
and minister, or whether that district is
named by a particular city or another type
of description. Our identity remains in the
One who was born in one city and grew up
in another, whose birth was first announced
to nomadic and resilient shepherds, whose
natal star drew the attention and gifts of
seekers from a faraway region, and whose
ministry kept him and his followers on the
move and adapting to shifting needs and
circumstances.   

When Bishop Harvey announces our
new district alignment, may each of us be
able to say with the Psalmist, “The Lord is
my chosen portion and my cup; you hold
my lot. The boundary lines have fallen for
me in pleasant places; I have a goodly her-
itage”- Psalm 16: 5-6 (NRSV). 

Emmanuel is here. Epiphany shines
forth. Gifts have been poured into our
lives, and the call to live those gifts with
boldness, grace, and joy, is leading us into
new adventures in our journey with Christ!  

One of my favorite services in the
United Methodist Book of Worship is the
Covenant Renewal Service. The rubric for
the service says this, “The heart of the
service, focused in the Covenant Prayer,
requires persons to commit themselves to
God. This covenant is serious and
assumes adequate preparation for and
continual response to the covenant.”  We
often use portions of this service in the
early beginnings of the New Year but I
return to the phrase, “This covenant is
serious and assumes adequate preparation
for and CONTINUAL RESPONSE to the
covenant.”  This covenant is not a New
Year’s resolution that is forgotten by the
tenth of the month but one that in my
words cannot assume adequate prepara-
tion and continual response (sorry Mr.
Wesley) but one that REQUIRES prepara-

tion and continual response. Listen to
what makes this covenant a reality:

First, set apart some time, more than
once, to be spent alone before the Lord.

Second, be serious and in a spirit of
holy awe and reverence.

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely upon
God’s promise of giving grace and
strength, so you can keep your promise.

Fourth, resolve to be faithful.
Lastly, be then prepared to renew your

covenant with the Lord. Fall down on
your knees, lift your hands toward heav-
en, open your hearts to the Lord.

(from The United Methodist Book of
Worship, page 292)

As we begin a new year as the people
of the Louisiana Annual Conference, my
hope is that we might begin every day
with Wesley’s Covenant Prayer. We expe-

rienced God’s amazing presence and
grace last Fall as we prayed together for
one minute every day at one o’clock.
This year, you have been invited to join
the cabinet in a daily reading of the New
Testament. We will pray a chapter a day
beginning with the first chapter of
Matthew, and once we arrive at the last
chapter of the Book of Revelation we will
begin again and read the Gospels together.
I trust you are making this a daily prac-
tice, and as you read, that you might hear
a new word for you. I am praying for each
of you every day and I am making it a
practice to end my reading with Wesley’s
Covenant prayer. May we all be blessed
beyond our imagination this year as we
continually respond to our covenant!

Covenant Prayer from John Wesley's
Covenant Service, 1780:

I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with

whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid

aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought
low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have

nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made

on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen

In Christ, Cynthia Fierro Harvey
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ON THE JOURNEY: Beginning the new year in prayer

Rev. Ellen
Alston

The 2013 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be
held Feb. 22-23 at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, La. This year’s theme is “We
are God’s Masterpiece.”

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey will lead
the communion service on Saturday morn-
ing. Participants will check in at 4 p.m. and

a light dinner will be served at 5 p.m.
All active, retired and surviving spouses

of clergy (men and women) are invited to
attend. 

Look for more information and registra-
tion forms to be mailed soon.

Alston explains district realignment process

Rev. Jim Humphreys  11/10/2012

Rev. Robert Chance 11/27/2012 

Rev. Herbert Austin Smith 12/3/2012

In Memoriam

Clergy spouse retreat slated for February 22 - 23

Register now!
for the 2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run!

To register, visit www.louisianaskeeterrun.org 
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“After this, the Lord appointed 72 oth-
ers and sent them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where he was
about to go. He told them,‘The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field. Go!  I am
sending you out like lambs among wolves.
Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and
do not greet anyone on the road.  When
you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this
house.’  If a man of peace is there, your
peace will rest on him; if not, it will return
to you.  Stay in that house, eating and
drinking whatever they give you, for the
worker deserves his wages. Do not move
around from house to house. When you
enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is
set before you. Heal the sick who are there
and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is
near you.’ “ Luke 10:1-9, NIV

“Two by two.”  This familiar sequence
of numbers is often identified with Noah
and the Ark, the animals entering in two-
by-two (one male and one female) to
repopulate the earth after the flood.  Two
by two they prepare the way for a re-start
to creation.  In Luke’s account of Jesus’
ministry, “two by two” appears once again.
This time it refers to Jesus sending out sev-
enty-two other disciples out to prepare the
way for him to enter and minister to nearby
towns.  

“Two by two” Jesus sends these individ-
uals on a different mission to repopulate.
There is no flood this time. There is no ark,
no Noah. There is a Messiah.  And two by
two these appointed “others” prepare the
way – to build relationships, heal the sick
and proclaim that the Kingdom of God is
near.  Jesus provided simple and difficult

instructions: offer peace, stay there, eat and
drink what is provided, abide, tend to the
needs, proclaim the Kingdom of God.
Jesus trains and sends out congregational
developers out two-by-two.  

In the Louisiana Annual Conference, the
mission is clear: to prepare the way of the
Lord by making disciplines.  The missional
priority determined by the 2011 Annual
Conference is to develop new congrega-
tions.  

In 2007, the conference planted three
new churches that are continuing to devel-
op today.  Faith Crossing, The Well, and
NewSong UMCs offer communities peace,
tending to needs and proclaiming the
Kingdom of God.

Dr. Jack O’Dell, founding and lead pas-
tor of The Well in Ponchatoula states, “Our
congregation remains vibrant and growing.
We now average 175 in worship, many of
whom are young families that crave the
unique brand of worship that we offer at
The Well.”

Jesus’ instruction to the 72 still rings
true--“The harvest is plentiful.” According
to Heather Sullivan, a member of The Well
UMC, the church “is bringing people who
have not been traditional church-goers, into
active and life-changing relationships with
Christ.” Statistics show that new church
starts see a greater influx of new church
members than existing congregations.
Congregational developers seek not to
repopulate the world with more churches,
but rather to work alongside existing con-
gregations to repopulate the hearts of God’s
creation.

Jesus’ instruction to offer peace to a
community is evident at The Well.  

Sullivan explains, “The combination of
worship and interaction with fellow

Christians fills the voids in people’s lives
and brings a sense of peace that cannot be
identified as anything other than God’s
love and presence.” 

In worship, communities proclaim the
Kingdom of God through message, song
and liturgy.  But, for developing churches,
worship may look and feel a bit different
from more established worship communi-
ties.  At NewSong UMC in Prairieville, the
addition of a traditional worship service at
8 a.m. on Sundays allows the church to
offer three worship experiences. As found-
ing and lead pastor, Rev. Trey Harris
describes, “This service has just enough
liturgy to ‘feel’ Methodist without being
stodgy.” While the 8 a.m. service is led by
a world class pianist and gifted song leader
in the great hymns of the faith, the 9:30
and 11 a.m. services offer a more casual
and contemporary environment and include
a vibrant children’s ministry.  

Like The Well, NewSong continues to
see growth.  “Our average weekly worship
attendance for 2012 was 243 and we had
32 professions of faith. God is definitely up
to something very cool at NewSong,”
states Harris.  In June of 2012, NewSong
moved into newly acquired property on
Old Perkins Road in Prairieville. This new
UMC currently meets in a 12,000 square
foot structure (formerly a private residence)
renovated for worship, classroom and
office space. “We’re just getting ready for
our mansions in Glory!,” exclaims Harris.

While Jesus instructs the 72 to go,
abide, extend peace and proclaim the
Kingdom of God, he also directs them to
meet the needs of the communities. Newly
merged with the Friendship UMC campus,
Faith Crossing in Walker deeply invests in
the lives of those in the community.

Through establishing genuine relationships
the church assesses needs and rallies
together to provide. Founding and lead pas-
tor, Rev. Leslie Stephens reports, “Over the
holiday season we adopted 23 kids in our
communities and provided gifts, household
items, clothes and food for them and their
families. We turned our church’s Christmas
tree into a giving tree and raised more than
$2,000 in cash and donations which we
used to provide Christmas for these kids
and seed a new outreach group which will
allow us to continue to help the neediest
folks around us.” In addition, Faith
Crossing recently partnered with the
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank to give
away over 17,000 pounds of food to over
200 families in the community.  

Stephens reflects on Faith Crossing’s
merger with Friendship UMC: “We feel
incredibly grateful to be in our new
facility. We have truly become one commu-
nity and are now working harder than ever
to establish a presence outside of our
walls.”  Like The Well and NewSong, Faith
Crossing continues to seek new and cre-
ative ways to reach out to the community
through worship.  In December, Faith
Crossing launched another service offering
a more traditional worship service to reach
new faces. Stephens adds, “That service
averages around 22 folks and is growing
every week.”

New congregations like Faith Crossing,
The Well and NewSong are just the begin-
ning for the Louisiana Conference.
Founding pastor of Benton and Grace
Community UMCs in Shreveport, Dr. Rob
Weber, Director of Congregational
Development and Transformation recog-

See Congregations, page 8

New and revitalized congregations are top priority for La. Conference

Rev. Jack O’Dell is pictured with members of The Well UMC praise team in Ponchatoula. The Well is one of three new church starts for the Louisiana Annual
Conference that began in 2007. New church start Faith Crossing UMC, which recently merged with Friendship UMC in Walker, gave Christmas toys to area children.

Rev. Leslie Stephens is pictured with members of Faith Crossing UMC, left. One of three conference new church starts, NewSong UMC in Prairieville, right, is housed
in a 12,000 square foot structure that was formerly a private residence.



the current operation, it was a smaller-scale
production, and the food was prepared to
be eaten in the church fellowship hall
rather than delivered.

The results were underwhelming. 
“No one showed up, not one person. We

were devastated,” Berg recalled with a
chuckle.

It was at that first dismal undertaking
that church member Lee Gallaspy had a
thought: Why not call the Covington Police
Department and see if there were any
police officers on duty who would like to
have a hot meal. When the single police
officer arrived, he was treated to a huge
meal with five-star service by the eager
First United Methodist Church volunteers.

That officer then asked if the church had
any to-go boxes, because he knew a couple
of families who could use a New Year’s
Day meal. 

Did they have to-go boxes!
Church members quickly boxed up

meals that were delivered by that officer
and Covington Police Chief Richard
Palmisano who, as he collected boxes of
Operation Happy New Year meals this
year, recalled that many a door went
unopened or was opened warily that first
year. “Most of the time, when we came
around there was a problem. Not this

time,” he said. 
Those shared meals opened hearts as

well as doors. 
“It’s shown the community we’re not

just there in bad times,” he said. 
Nourishing the soul

Nancy Berg, Sous-Chef at Mondo
restaurant in New Orleans and the daughter
of Ronnie Berg, understands the power of
food. She has volunteered at Operation
Happy New Year for the past four years.

“This is the meal that sends them into
the new year, the meal that gives them new
hope when there was none,” Ronnie Berg
said.

It’s a labor of love, she admits. 
“Food is the thing that brings us togeth-

er. For a chef, food is love,” she said. “For
me, as a person, this is a way to pay for-
ward all the help I’ve been given through-
out my life. As a spiritual being, it’s impor-
tant to reach out to people in need. There
are always people in need.”

Feeding the spirit is at the heart of
Operation Happy New Year, Ronnie Berg
explained.

As Berg blessed the food, the Styrofoam
containers, the volunteers filling those to-
go boxes and the members of the commu-
nity who donated the food to make the
project possible - Acquistapace’s, Winn-
Dixie on Louisiana 25, Susan Spicer,
Annadele’s, and Bush United Methodist

Church - he reiterated why the familiar
New Year’s meal of ham, cabbage, black-
eyed peas and corn muffins has the power
to deliver more than sustenance.

“The first eyes to see this food are the
eyes of Jesus, through the eyes of the
poor,” Berg said. “This is the meal that
sends them into the new year, the meal that
gives them new hope when there was
none.”

A community united

Sharing the Operation Happy New Year
mission with the 40-plus volunteers from
First United Methodist Church in
Covington is a team of what Berg calls
“agents” who work diligently to ensure that
the boxes are delivered into the hands of
those with the greatest needs. They speak
confidentially with service organizations,
gather names from church members and
the police, and even gather names from
motorists waiting in line at the Covington
Food Bank.

“I was there, at the Covington Food
Bank line, and I met a man who said he’d
gotten a meal last year. I thought, ‘This
guy’s been in this line for a year,’” Berg
said. “The fact is, some people have never
not been in this line.”

After the names of recipients have been
gathered, and the meals have been prepared
and blessed, they are delivered either
directly into the hands of the needy or to

drop-off points. Food distribution sites
include Newell United Methodist, First
Free Mission and Morning Star Baptist
churches and Goodwill, in Mandeville;
Bush United Methodist Church; and, the
Covington Food Bank, which supports
needy families throughout the north shore. 

Meals also are served at First United
Methodist Church in Covington to the chil-
dren living at the United Methodist
Children’s Home, who also enjoy a movie
and receive gift cards donated by
Walgreen’s; and participants in the New
Horizons drug and alcohol rehablitation
program.

“Every person receiving a meal today is
someone who has a rough year ahead of
them,” Berg said. “We’re answering God’s
call to the least of thee, the poor. That’s
what drives this program.”

For Bill Von Weg, one of the church
volunteers laboring Jan. 1, Operation
Happy New Year is a living testimony to
his belief that most people are good and,
when given the chance, will choose to do
good. 

Berg apparently agreed. Concluding the
Operation Happy New Year blessing like a
general heading into battle, he shouted,
“Now let’s get to work!”

And they did. Operation Happy New
Year 2013: Mission accomplished.
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Operation New Year, from page 1

Nancy Berg, center, gives portion-control tips to volunteer Beth Heintz, left, while assembling meals for Operation Happy New Year. David McDonald and Neal
Fromenthal, both of Covington, boil cabbage on New Year's Day outside of the First United Methodist Church of Covington. The cabbage, a traditional dish enjoyed on
New Year's Day, was part of a meal provided for free to more than 500 needy residents of the north shore.

Operation Happy New Year organizer Ronnie Berg, left, is shown during the event with Covington Police Chief Richard Palmisano. Berg leads volunters on Jan. 1 in
blessing the food being prepared for the poor. 'The first eyes to see this food are the eyes of Jesus, through the eyes of the poor,' Berg said.
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bags’ and will be adding a few special
elements for kids,” said Merrifield.
Barbara Robinson, a member of Jefferson
UMC in Baton Rouge, is serving as the
overall race site party coordinator and
will work with individual party coordina-
tors in each city to plan special and fun
events.

Merrifield will be leading these volun-
teer race directors: Rev. Jim Elder,
Alexandria; Judd Hammond and Meghan
Backstrom, Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck
Christensen, Haynesville; Michelle
Guidry, Lafayette; Stuart Keyes, Monroe;
Chuck George and Max Zehner, New
Orleans; Amy Stegall, Ruston; Scott
Luginbill and Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill,
Shreveport; Angela Bulhof, Sulphur; and
Dennis Soignier, Thibodaux.

Local churches will soon be receiving
promotional tools to “get the word out” to
their congregations about the race. “We
are counting on all of our churches to pro-
mote the event and to sign up to run or
walk.

The more participation we have, the
greater chance we have to raise awareness
about malaria, which kills nearly 700,000
people annually. The vast majority of
these victims are children under the age
of five,” said Betty Backstrom, director of
communications for the annual confer-
ence.

Pastors and lay leaders of local
churches are encouraged by the Bishop
and the Appointive Cabinet to:

•Promote the Skeeter Run through
church media, Facebook, websites and
newsletters. Encourage your members to
register today! Pastors, please speak about
the event from the pulpit during
announcements!

•Make SURE there is a point person
for signing up church members for the
run!

•Plan a “swat team” sign up day at
church in January!

•Sign up to participate in the 2013
Louisiana Skeeter Run, yourself! It’s
FUN!

“Not only is the Skeeter Run a won-
derful opportunity to raise funds and
awareness for a worthy cause, it offers us
a chance to invite friends and family to an
outreach event supported by the United
Methodist churches in Louisiana.

“Take this opportunity to pay the reg-
istration fee for someone you know.
Sponsor a young person to walk or run,
even if you can’t participate yourself,”
said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost.

Registration for the event is $20 per
adult ($25 after Feb. 15) and $10 for
those 18 and under ($15 after Feb. 15).
Individuals and teams can register at
www.louisianaskeeterrun.org 

All participants receive a beautiful t-
shirt with the Skeeter Run logo. “In addi-
tion, some churches are designing their
own t-shirts for their ‘swat teams.’ What a
fun idea to promote team spirit,” said
Merrifield, who is excited about the

enthusiasm shown by Louisiana congre-
gations.

Details about the 10 races, routes and
after parties can also be found on the
website, which is being updated on a reg-
ular basis. 

As with last year’s Skeeter Run, the
conference is receiving advertising and
promotional support from United
Methodist Communications in Nashville.
Advertising plans include billboards in
key cities, radio and other media.

Last year’s Skeeter Run chair
Margaret Johnson had this to say about
the event: “As United Methodists, we put
feet to our faith. The Louisiana Skeeter

Run is a great example of who we are.
Each one of our volunteers played a key
part in sharing the story for Imagine No
Malaria.”  

Participant Stephani Rogers wrote this
about the 2012 event: “Just wanted to
thank you for an awesome run! I loved
the people along the way cheering us on
and the friendliness of everyone! I do not
go to church there (a United Methodist
church) and I felt so amazingly welcome!
I will run again next year for sure!”

Questions about the event can be
directed to Betty Backstrom at bettyback-
strom@la-umc.org or call (225) 346-
1646.

I wish you a happy
and blessed new year
on behalf of the United
Methodist Women’s
Conference Level
Leadership Team! We
are thankful to be able
to serve at the state
level to promote and
support the develop-
ment of United
Methodist Women.  

In 2013, we will
focus on our most important priorities:
spiritual growth, supportive fellowships
and mission. We will actively strive to

demonstrate our belief that local units are
the foundation of our work by visiting each
local unit during the year. 

In addition, we will continue to offer
three programs, but this time in three dif-
ferent locations.  

The programs and their respective dates
and locales in 2013 are the Spiritual
Growth Retreat (Feb. 23, Baton Rouge
District); Mission “U”, formerly School of
Christian Mission (July 17-20, The Wesley
Center); and the UMW Annual Meeting,
(Oct. 11-12, Monroe District). We sincerely
hope that one of these three events will be
close enough to each UMW member to
make it easy for her to attend.

As you read this article, 11 leaders for
Louisiana’s UMW are in Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina attending Leadership
Development Days, a national training
event for United Methodist Women. They
include Sandy DeCelle, Barbara Ferguson,
Marjorie Franklin, Debbie Hancock,
Cynthia Logan, Margery Manuel, Judy
Nugent, Georgie Lee Roberson, Carrie
Roy, Clara Toombs and Regina Wilson.

For additional information throughout
the year, please visit the Louisiana
Conference United Methodist Women's
website:

• Go to www.la-umc.org
• Click on ministries

• Click on laity
• Click on UMW
There you will find the United

Methodist Women homepage and links to
UMW Executive Team, forms and upcom-
ing events.

Be proud to be a United Methodist
Woman!  It is the largest and oldest organi-
zation of lay women in the world dedicated
to mission.  

Blessings for a wonderful new year!

Barbara Ferguson
UMW LA Conference President

Barbara
Ferguson

UMW jumps into 2013: A message from Barbara Ferguson, president

Skeeter Run, from page 1
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If your congregation is seeking ways to
reach out to military families, New
Providence United Methodist Church, on
the Tennessee-Kentucky border, might
inspire you. 

Just six miles from the Fort Campbell
Army base in Kentucky, New Providence
is home to many retired soldiers and their
families. They know what it is like to have
a spouse or parent absent for a year or
more. They know how it is to celebrate
birthdays with Mom or Dad deployed thou-
sands of miles from home. They resonate
with the frustration of a car that won’t
budge and the pressure of caring for chil-
dren 24/7. 

They understand because they’ve been
there. 

Through the Eagle’s Wings ministry,
New Providence matches military families
with “sponsors” — members of the congre-
gation who act as friends, confidants and,
often, surrogate grandparents, aunts and
uncles.

This ministry is just one example of
how United Methodists reach out to troops
and their families. Honoring veterans is the
focus of America’s Sunday Supper, slated
for Jan. 20, 2013. Inspired by the legacy of
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., America’s
Sunday Supper invites people from diverse
backgrounds to come together to share a
meal, discuss issues that affect their com-
munity and highlight the power each one of
us has to make a difference. 

Reaching out to the military is “as easy
as loving your own family,” said Donna
Markel, who chairs the Eagle’s Wings proj-
ect at New Providence Church. “It’s hard
enough for a soldier not to be there, but to
know that someone’s wrapped their arms
around their family back home and is with
them is just a tremendous thing.”

Catherine Leigh Harwell is married to a
military police officer. She believes some-

thing as simple as cooking a meal for a
military family so the spouse doesn’t have
to make another McDonald’s run is a true
gift. “Just something as small as that,” she
said, “will drag more people in the (church)
door than you can even imagine.”

America’s Sunday Supper suggests a
number of excellent ways that local
churches can support our men and women
in the military. They include: 

1. Celebrate birthdays of soldiers and
their family members. Have a birthday
party for a child whose parent is deployed.

2. Have a churchwide holiday meal. It’s
a great way to build a sense of family,
especially for those whose loved ones are
miles away and for newly returned soldiers.

3. Open church activities to military
families. Bible studies, Sunday school
classes and youth groups acquaint new-
comers with longtime members and give
military families a safe place to share their
stories. “Beyond the Yellow Ribbon —
Ministering to Returning Combat
Veterans,” a Bible study available from
Cokesbury is a great place to start.

4. Provide free babysitting for children
in military families, both during and after
deployment. Give a sole caregiver a break
or a reunited couple a night out.

5. Remember simple things such as a
weekly phone call to ask how things are
going and to offer a listening ear.

6. Send care packages to active troops.
Letters, drawings and photos from the
church family are fun and easy to do. It’s a
wonderful way to involve children.

Ideas for service projects and free films
to spark conversation are available to all
who register at
www.sundaysupperumc.org. 

Questions can be directed via email to
sundaysupper@umcom.org or by calling
(877) 281-6535.

January 21, 2013 marks the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday.
This milestone is a perfect opportunity for
Americans to honor Dr. King’s legacy by
working throughout January to find ways
to address the issues of our communities.

America’s Sunday Supper offers a
model to engage people over dinner about
community issues and to do something to
make a difference—all while relating to the
life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The
2013 focus for Sunday Supper is on help-
ing troops coming home from the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars transition back into com-

munity.
Because this event honors the life of Dr.

Martin Luther King, it is held on the week-
end prior to the federal holiday. At
America’s Sunday Supper, groups (large or
small) eat together, talk about social issues,
and if possible, do something in service
together. Ideas for service projects and free
films to spark conversation are available to
all who register at www.sundaysuppe-
rumc.org.  Also available from the website,
Rethink Church is offering a free, down-
loadable toolkit offering a customizable
poster, training videos to build awareness

of the needs of returning troops, a flier,
ideas for serving and more. Churches can
host an event anytime that weekend, but
may also chose to host something through-
out the month of January.

For example, churches might consider
starting a veterans support group or hosting
a job fair, offering resume-writing services
and a clothing closet to act as a bridge
between local employers and those transi-
tioning. 

It’s not too late to participate. Let youth
and small group leaders know about this—
they may want to use America’s Sunday

Supper as the focus of their study that
weekend. Questions can be directed via
email to sundaysupper@umcom.org or by
calling (877) 281-6535.

Over the last two years, tens of thou-
sands have come home from war…to heal
from wounds both visible and invisible, to
face unemployment, housing and other
domestic issues. Now is the time to give
back! Raise awareness in your community,
and do something to address the needs of
veterans and military families.

United Methodist churches throughout the denomination will participate in America’s Sunday Supper this January. The event, designed to honor the legacy of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., encourages churches to find ways to address the issues of our communities. The special focus of this year’s event is on serving the military.

America’s Sunday Supper offers model for community discussions

United Methodist Sunday Supper events reach out to, support military

Children at First United Methodist Church, Lancaster, Pa., write thank-you notes
to wounded veterans and active troops in the military. A UMNS photo by Gwen
Kisker.
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For a listing of scholarships offered by the General Board of Higher
Education and Campus Ministry, please go to the website at www.gbhem.org.
The Fall 2013 GBHEM on-line scholarship application will be open January 4,
2013 – March 1, 2013 at this Web page: www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplica-
tion.  Applications for ALL Scholarship Programs must be completed by mid-
night of March 1 for consideration. 
ALLOCATION PROGRAMS:
The following are standard criteria for EVERY program offered through
GBHEM: 
•Applicants must be an ACTIVE, full member of The United Methodist Church
for at least ONE year. Membership is determined by the date the applicant
was confirmed and took membership vows with a United Methodist church.
(Members of other Methodist denominations are not eligible.) 
•Applicants must be pursuing a degree program at ANY accredited institution
within the U.S. 
•High school students may apply IF they will be college students in the fall
term. 
•Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 
•Applicants are required to be full-time students according to their school’s
standards for the program for which they are enrolled. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, WRITE or PHONE:
General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry 
Office of Loans and Scholarships 
P.O. Box 340007
Nashville TN 37203-0007
(615) 340-7344

THE DIVISION ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRIES currently offers two U.S.
scholarships, the Richard S. Smith and the David W. Self, for United
Methodist students entering their freshman year of college in the United
States. This scholarship opportunity is only available to U.S. citizens and
permanent residents of the United States. The purpose of these scholarships
is to aid United Methodist students who are continuing their self-develop-
ment through higher education. These awards are for the first year under-
graduate study, are non-renewable, and may be up to $1,000 for full-time
study. Young People’s Ministries now offers an international scholarship for
United Methodist young people pursuing studies outside of the United
States. The new scholarship supports non-U.S. applicants seeking financial
assistance for higher education outside the U.S. The application is translated
into several languages; please contact the grants administrator with ques-
tions. The amount awarded will vary.  
ALL applications for the upcoming academic year are due by June 1st.
The Division on Ministries with Young People 
P.O. Box 340003
Nashville, TN  37203-0003 
(877) 279-6087;  extension 7079
www.gbod.org/youngpeople

THE HANDBOOK OF UM-RELATED SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES
and THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 
The Handbook is a 300- page book providing two pages of information about
each of United Methodism's 123 institutions, a chart indicating major areas
of study, information about United Methodist loan and scholarship programs,
and information about how to select a college.  This resource can be ordered
through Cokesbury: (800) 672-1789 or www.cokesbury.com

United Methodist Dollars for Scholars
Application now online 

Each year through the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars (UMDFS) pro-
gram, the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation (UMHEF) provides
$1,000 matching scholarships to United Methodist students who have
received a $1,000 scholarship from their local United Methodist church to
help them attend a United Methodist-related college, university, or seminary.
Additional matching funds may be available to eligible applicants through
the Triple Your Dollars and/or the Quadruple Your Dollars components of the
UM Dollars for Scholars program. The number of available matching scholar-
ships is determined annually. Available matching funds include 25 scholar-
ships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and Native-American [HANA] stu-
dents funded by the UM General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
• Online applications must be submitted between January 1 and March 1,
2013.
• Online applications from students planning to enroll in a two-year UM-relat-

ed junior college may be submitted until June 1.
The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation Web address:
http://www.umhef.org/receive.php
P.O. Box 340005  Nashville, TN 37203-0005
http://www.umhef.org/applications/UMDFS.php

Scholarships Available in the
Louisiana Conference

For questions and to apply, use the following contact information (some
forms available at www.la-umc.org):

Daughenbaugh  Matheny Scholarship (submission deadline is March 1,2013)

Board of Laity - Louisiana Conference of the United Methodist Church
Valla Johnson
P.O. Box 3105
Lake Charles, LA 70602
(337) 802-2906
(337) 217-4200 Ext. 2717 Office
Valla.johnson1951@gmail.com

United Methodist Merit Scholarship 
Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry
Rev. Karl Klaus, 1500 Country Club Rd., Lake Charles, LA 70605-5324
karlsklaus@yahoo.com

The Harold and Patricia Babin Scholarship
St. Francisville United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 2908
St. Francisville, LA 70775
(225) 635-3763

Beverly Bond Memorial Scholarship 
Jefferson United Methodist Church
10328 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-2729
staff@jeffersononline.org
(225) 293-4440

FOR FINANCIAL AID and ADMISSIONS INFORMATION FROM ONE OF
LOUISIANA'S UNITED METHODIST RELATED INSTITUTIONS CONTACT: 

Centenary College
Office of Admissions
2911 Centenary Boulevard
Shreveport, La  71104
(318) 869-5131 (800) 216-8094
Web: www.Centenary.edu
E-Mail:   admissions@centenary.edu

Dillard University
Financial Aid Office 
2601 Gentilly Blvd 
New Orleans, LA 70122
(504) 816-4677 (800) 234-4448
Web:   www.Dillard.Edu 
E-Mail:     mreed@dillard.edu

Check out these scholarship opportunities for college-
bound United Methodist students

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES:
Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance www.osfa.state.la.us
Fastweb www.fastweb.com
US Dept. of Education Free Application for www.fafsa.ed.gov
Federal Student Aid
Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation www.coca-colascholars.org
Elks Local and National Scholarships http://laelks.org/scholarships.html
National Future Farmers of America Center www.agriculturescholarships

.us/tag/future-farmers-of-america/
About College www.collegesavings.org
National Honor Society http://www.nhs.us/ScholarshipsandAwards.aspx
Youth Writing Contest and More www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm

Scholarships Available through The
United Methodist Church



(800) 256-9317 or (225) 346-1535

information@umf.org

www.umf.org

Apply now!

$16,800 Annually in Scholarships
for Seminarians!

The Louisiana Annual Conference Board of Ordained 

Ministry offers $16,800 annually through several 

scholarships, managed by the United Methodist 

Foundation of Louisiana, to degree-seeking students.

Scholarships are based on both merit and need. 

Applications are located in the scholarship brochure 

on the Foundation website, and the deadline to apply 

is March 1, 2013.

For more information, contact us or go to 

www.umf.org. Click on Resources, 

then Scholarships.
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Members of St. Mark United Methodist
Church in Alexandria prepared and distrib-
uted bags of groceries along with 25
turkeys to families in the community in

November. Food distribution is an ongoing
mission sponsored by the church which
began during the conference “Day of
Caring” initiative. The group also furnished

food items and copies of the  Upper Room
to 24 homeless persons in the Alexandria
community. Rev. Trina Wlliams serves as
pastor for the church.

nizes the needs for both new and revital-
ized congregations. Through a recent part-
nership with Path 1, Louisiana is primed to
benefit from excellent church plant training
and development resources. 

With the support of Path 1, the
Louisiana Conference is able to equip
leaders and churches to work in the har-
vest. Path 1’s mission is as follows: “The
denominational church-planting movement
encompassing national, regional and local
levels of The United Methodist
Church. We provide collaborative leader-
ship to re-evangelize the United States so
that we might reach more people, more
young people, and more diverse people for
Christ by creating new places for new peo-
ple. Path 1 seeks to cultivate the leaders,
develop the systems and implement the
strategies necessary to regain our healthy
denominational habit of starting one new
church a day.” 

Recently, Weber enlisted the adminis-
trative support of Valerie Robideaux, a
deacon in the Louisiana Conference.
According to Robideaux, Rob is uniquely
suited for the leadership of congregational
development and transformation.  “Rob
exercises creativity, resourcefulness and
vision.”  Together, Robideaux and Weber
began a blog to provide updates and
resources.  “The blog continues to develop
and is an exciting new feature of Rob’s
work,” offers Robideaux.  

To refocus on the biblical mission
before us, a clear challenge remains pres-
ent. “The harvest is plentiful, but the work-
ers are few.” Congregational Development
and Transformation focuses its efforts on
the plentiful harvest and equipping leaders
to go, offer peace, abide, tend to the needs,
and proclaim the Kingdom of God. 

While heavy purses, suitcases, bags,
comforts, worship styles and financial
resources might distract from the mission,
Jesus’s direction to the 72 echoes today.  “I
am sending you out like lambs in the midst
of wolves.  Do not take a purse or bag or
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the
road.” Foreign to ears of modern society,
the undertone of Jesus’ message is clear:
Do not become distracted by comfort.
Stay focused on the mission. Through
Congregational Development and
Transformation, the Louisiana Conference
stays remains on the mission.  

“Two by two.” Why would Jesus send
them out “two by two?”  Companionship?
Accountability?  Insurance?  Perhaps it is
because we are called to support one
another in our common mission. Continue
praying for Congregational Development
and Transformation within the Louisiana
Conference and the denomination. Pray for
the current and future impact of The Well,
Faith Crossing and NewSong UMCs and
their pastors.  Visit pathone.org to learn
more about United Methodism’s emphasis
on church planting and visit laumccongre-
gationaldevelopment.wordpress.com for
updates within the Louisiana Conference.

To contact Rev. Weber, email
Robweber@aol.com.  

Congregations, from page 3

St. Mark UMC, Alexandria feeds needy in community




