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Louisiana Skeeter Run

UMW Section / 3-6

General Conference / 2

Russia Offering / 8

Despite chilly temperatures and the
threat of rain, more than 2,000 participat-
ed in the first annual Louisiana Skeeter
Run in the early morning of April 21.

Held in eight cities throughout
Louisiana, United Methodists and com-
munity members walked and ran to raise
funds and awareness for Imagine No
Malaria, an initiative of The United
Methodist Church.

Held as a Change the World event and
sponsored by the Louisiana Annual
Conference, the Louisiana Skeeter Run
was organized by the Global Health
Initiative of the conference.

“As United Methodists, we put feet to
our faith. The Louisiana Skeeter Run is a
great example of who we are. Each one
of our volunteers played a key part in
sharing the story for Imagine No
Malaria,” said Margaret Johnson, chair
for the conference initiative and Skeeter
Run director. 

Participant Stephani Rogers wrote,
“Just wanted to thank you for an awe-
some run!  I decided at the last minute to
run the 5K. I loved the people along the
way cheering us on and the friendliness
of everyone! I do not go to church there
(a United Methodist church) and I felt so

amazingly welcome!  I will run again
next year for sure!”

The inclement weather the morning of
the run caused a few nervous moments
for race directors at the majority of the
eight sites.

Rev. Jon Lord, race committee mem-
ber, recalls events leading up to the start
of the New Orleans Skeeter Run.

“Even at 6:30 a.m., the sky was still
cloudy with lightning showing to the
southwest. We were held up getting into
the Riverview Park by a stopped public
belt train. But this was God's event,
because the rain held off and we started
on time,” he said.

Across the state, Rev. Lord’s son Ryan
ran in the Ruston Skeeter Run. The junior
Lord, who won his age group, is a malar-
ia survivor. 

“Ryan contracted malaria when we
lived in Tanzania,” said Rev. Lord, who
served as a missionary in Africa. “A
reporter from KNOE-TV in Monroe
interviewed Ryan after the race as a
malaria survivor. The young newsman
didn't know that malaria is a disease or
how it is contracted. I was struck by the
great need for elevating awareness of the
disease in the United States.”

The Baton Rouge Skeeter Run boast-
ed the largest number of supporters with
464 volunteers, walkers and runners.
Steve Backstrom, who helped to direct
runners midway through the route, was
surprised to receive a donation for
Imagine No Malaria from a passer by. “A
man skirting the route in his car rolled
down the window and asked me what
was going on. I explained the Skeeter
Run to him, and shared a little bit of
information about the cause. He took out
his checkbook and handed me a donation
of $50!,” said Backstrom.

The morning after the Skeeter Run,
the success of the event was celebrated in
churches throughout the Louisiana
Conference. Rev. Jeff Duke, pastor of
Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in
Houma, shared that the acolytes for
Sunday morning worship proudly wore
their Skeeter Run t-shirts in church. “I
thought this was a great followup to the
event that we very much enjoyed yester-
day,” he said.

Probably speaking for many, on race
day, one young woman shared her reason
for getting involved: “As Christians,
that’s our job! It’s what we’re supposed
to do.”

More than 2,000 join in Change the World event

Registration for the
2012 Louisiana

Annual Conference
will be held in the
Fitness Center on

Centenary’s Campus 
(not in the Gold

Dome)



United Methodists from five continents
addressed a wide range of challenging
issues, including church structure and
human sexuality, and engaged in an Act of
Repentance toward indigenous people dur-
ing their 10-day legislative gathering.

Meeting in the Tampa Convention
Center, steps away from the waters of
Tampa Bay, the 988 delegates recalled
through worship, song and sermon the
healing and transforming ministry of Jesus
beside the Sea of Galilee.

Delegates and some 4,000 visitors and
staff were surprised when on May 4, the
final day of the assembly, they received
word from the church’s supreme court that
a major piece of legislation regarding
restructuring violated the denomination’s
Constitution.

Afterward, Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster
of the Charlotte (N.C.) Area, outgoing
Council of Bishops president, sought to
comfort a frustrated assembly. “God
always provides a way,” he said.

In addition to restructuring and the Act
of Repentance, General Conference
addressed a wide range of topics during its
April 24-May 4 gathering. The delegates:

-Retained the church’s position regard-
ing homosexuality, deciding not to adopt
language that would have said United

Methodists are not of one mind on this
issue; 

-Did away with “guaranteed appoint-
ments” for clergy (in Judicial Council
review);

-Rejected a proposal for setting aside a
bishop to serve as full-time president of the
Council of Bishops; 

-Entered into full communion with a
number of historically black pan-Methodist
denominations; 

-Approved making the United
Methodist Women an autonomous organi-
zation rather than operating it under the
church's missions agency; 

-Created a national ministry plan for
Pacific Islanders; 

-Adopted a $603.1 million budget for
the 2013-2016 period; and 

-Decided not to divest from three com-
panies whose products are used by the
Israeli military in the occupied Palestinian
territories. 

Church restructuring received more
attention from delegates than any other
issue. Plans for a new structure that had
been evolving over the last year and finally
hammered out after a weeklong struggle
took a major hit when The Rev. L.
Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist, secretary of the
conference, announced that the Judicial

Council had ruled the newly established
structure unconstitutional. 

Since only one morning session had
been set aside to discuss issues related to
human sexuality, the conference did not
address petitions calling for changes in the
present policy of denying clergy the right
to conduct services of union for persons of
the same gender or policies prohibiting the
ordination and appointment of self-pro-
fessed practicing homosexuals. 

Delegates approved two new line items
in the World Service Fund. They created a

$5 million fund for theological education in
central conferences and $7 million to
recruit and train young clergy in the United
States. That action, combined with earlier
recommendations to reduce agency budgets
by 6 percent, means general agencies will
receive nearly 10 percent less money in
2013-16 than they received in 2009-2012. 

The delegates, from more than 60
nations, processed some 1,200 petitions
during the assembly which meets every
four years and is the only body that speaks
for the 13 million-member denomination.

JULY 17-20, 2012

C E N T E N A R Y . E D U / H S L A

We invite rising juniors who are leading in their high schools
to be part of a unique leadership development experience.

Academy participants will develop an understanding of
service-minded leadership through the integration

of living, learning, and action.

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more,

do more and become more, you are a leader.”

John Quincy Adams
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General Conference 2012 is ended: No restructure this time around 

Rev. Adam Hamilton will serve as guest
teacher for the 2012 Louisiana Annual
Conference reflecting this year’s theme,
“Building Up Leaders for Building Up the
World.” 

He will address the conference on
Sunday evening, June 3, and Monday
morning, June 4 with a focus on “leading
beyond the walls.”

Rev. Hamilton is the founding pastor of
the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. The
church has grown from four people in 1990
to more than 16,000 adult members with
an average weekly worship attendance of
8,6000 in 2011.

Those attending annual conference are
encouraged to read Leading Beyond the

Walls by Adam Hamilton (ISBN 978-0-
687-06415-1) and Unleashing the Word
by Hamilton (ISBN-13: 978-1-4267-0700-
1) prior to attending conference. You can
call Cokesbury to order the books at 800-
672-1789 or order on line at www.cokes-
bury.com

There will be an opportunity for .5
CEU’s for those at Conference who partici-
pate in the Adam Hamilton’s sessions.
They will need to participate in the ses-
sions, read at least one of the two recom-
mended books, and write a reflection
paper.  The process will be given through
the conference website. Hamilton will also
have suggestions for all pastors to follow-
up on the sessions with recommended
actions.  

During the 2012 Louisiana Annual
Conference in Shreveport, photos will be
taken of all clergy and lay delegates for the
pictorial directory.  Clergy spouses are
invited to have their photo taken with their
clergy spouse this year for the directory.  

All who take a photo get one free direc-
tory and one free 8x10 photo.

The photos will be taken in the Smith
Building in Rooms 107 and 108.  The
schedule for the photo taking is:

Sunday, June 3–  2-6 p.m.
Monday, June 4– 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, June 5– 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In Memoriam

Hamilton pre-reading encouraged

Directory photos taken June 3-5

Rev. Charles Consentino April 2, 2012

Muriel Geneva Miller April 3, 2012

Norma Stewart Winegeart April 6, 2012

Julia Beeler                                      April 20, 2012

Charley Marcussen                           April 26, 2012



The United
Methodist Women
officers at the State
level are required,
by the Women’s
Division, “to work
with the local
UMW units to
develop programs
that meet their
needs and inter-
ests.”   This is our
Function, or our
Purpose, as written by the Women’s
Division.  

So, we are asking the local units:
“How are we doing in serving you?”

More appropriately, “Are we being a
blessing to you?”  Our Local Unit
Survey, which is below, has been dis-
tributed to all local units.  If your unit
has not responded, please take time to
do so.  We will tally the results, anony-
mously, and let the voice of the local
units guide us as we plan for a more
wonderful United Methodist Women
experience for all.

(You can respond to the survey
below, or email Barbara Ferguson at
bferguson@researchonreforms.org for a
copy of the survey online.)

Barbara Ferguson, president

Whoa!  Did I miss
spring this year?  It
already feels like we
are into summer.  And
you know what sum-
mer brings for mem-
bers of United
Methodist Women—
plenty of important
activities:  

•   I am sure many
of you have already
made plans to attend the South Central
Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting in
Abilene, Texas on June 22 – 24 of this
year.  If not, you need to start right now.  

•   Also, don’t forget to attend our
Louisiana Annual Conference at Centenary
on June 3 – 6.   Hope to see many of you
there as our Bishop will be retiring this
year.

•   West Gulf Regional School of
Mission will be in session on June 25 – 28,

for all Study Leaders, Dean and Assistant
Dean and Executive Committee members
of the Louisiana Conference.  Those of you
who are going to attend need to register
online.

•   And it is not too soon to register for
the Louisiana Conference School of
Christian Mission at Wesley Center on July
18 – 21, 2012.  You will find the registra-
tion form on the UMW website.  You do
not want to miss this event this year.  Be
sure to invite someone who has never been
to the School of Mission to come with you.

Dean, Myrna Freeman and Assistant
Dean, Debbie Hancock, have spent many
hours this past year preparing for this
year’s Conference School.  They have
made every effort to provide a variety of
study leaders to include all aspects of our
Conference membership, as you will see
from the bio’s printed in this issue.  We
have some new studies that are current and
informative.  I plan to be a leader for one

of the Plenaries this year.  
And now, I would like to offer a tribute

in remembrance of two women which were
true ‘icons’ of our UMW organization -
Nancy Carruth and Norma Winegeart.  

The passing of these women has left us
a legacy of what it means to serve with
dedication and self-giving.   Nancy was an
Ambassador representing the ideals of our
organization and fulfilling our Purpose to
people far and near. And Norma, worked
tirelessly to document and preserve the his-
tory of our organization for posterity.
Those of us, who knew them, had our lives
enriched by the very spirit of their being.  

As a point of personal privilege:  I can
recall when Norma was unable to speak
and when asked, “How are you doing,
today?”  She would thrust out her hand 
with that thumb up and a wink in her eye
and a smile that communicated that she
was, OK!  I can’t help but believe that
when Norma went to her heavenly Father, 

he must have thrust out his thumb and said,
“You’re OK with me, Norma!”

We will all not soon forget these two
women and their service. 

Remember to Honor our Past and
Nurture the Future.  Find your ‘mission’
and pursue it in every way you can. 

God’s Peace and Grace be with you, 

Judy Willis, vice president 

Local Unit Survey 2012
Louisiana United Methodist Women

Dear UMW Local Unit President or Contact Person:
Please take a few minutes to complete this survey, which was developed by the UMW Louisiana Conference Executive Committee.  We want to know your needs and inter-
ests so that we can better serve you.  We believe that the strength of United Methodist Women resides in the local units. We are thankful for you.
Sincerely, Barbara Ferguson, president . . . and, all officers of the Executive Committee

Name of Church __________________________________________________________________  District _________________
Person Completing Survey: _________________________________________________________________________________
(You may complete the survey without giving your church, district or name. If mailing in the survey, you will need additional paper.)

1. Do you feel that the Louisiana Conference UMW is responsive to your local unit’s needs and interests?  How could we be more responsive?  
2. Have you or members of your local unit attended the yearly Annual Meeting of the Conference?  Why or why not?
3. Does your unit value and work toward receiving certificates at the Annual Meeting?  If yes, what certificates are most important to you
4. Have you or your members attended the yearly School of Christian Mission at the Wesley Center?  Why or why not?
5. Does your unit participate in Five Star Giving?   Do you have any questions or concerns about giving to UMW?
6. Do you feel you are being well informed by your UMW district level committee about events and activities?  How could we improve this?
7. How can we help the local UMW units to attract more women to join?
8. Please add any other comments that would be helpful.

Please return this survey to your District President, or return to Barbara Ferguson, La. Conference Presiden, 1467 Moss St., New Orleans 70119, or email Barbara at bfergu-
son@researchonreforms.org
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Barbara
Ferguson

Norma WinegartNancy CarruthJudy Willis

Special UMW Section

Louisiana United Methodist Women:
A supportive community committed to mission

Conference vice president highlights UMW upcoming activities  

President’s Message In appreciation to the Hutchinsons
On behalf of the Louisiana Conference

United Methodist Women, we would like
to express our sincere appreciation to
Bishop William Hutchinson and Kay
Hutchinson for their service to the
Louisiana Conference.  They have both
been very supportive of United Methodist
Women in Louisiana since coming here in
September, 2000.  Bishop Hutchinson gra-
ciously served as featured speaker at the
UMW Annual Meeting in September of
2001. The bishop and Kay have continued
their support of UMW, attending
Conference events to bring greetings and
messages and to serve communion.  Kay
has served as song leader.  After Louisiana
suffered damage from Hurricanes Katrina

and Rita in 2005, Bishop Hutchinson was
an inspirational leader in the recovery
effort.  In 2008, Bishop Hutchinson post-
poned his retirement so that he could con-
tinue his work in the Louisiana
Conference.  That same year, Louisiana
suffered damage from two additional hurri-
canes, Gustav and Ike, and the Louisiana
Disaster Recovery Ministry responded to
the challenge once again.   Bishop
Hutchinson has been with us during some
of the most difficult times in the history of
our state. They have shared God’s love
with the people of Louisiana through their
service in The United Methodist Church.
May God bless them for their ministry.      



Domestic Violence was one of
United Methodist Women’s  Social
Justice Issues for 2011.  Several aware-
ness events were held at the conference
and district levels.  On April 26, United
Methodist Women received the Special
Service Award for "Outstanding Service
in the Field of Violence Against
Women" presented to us by the

Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic
Violence. The award was presented at
the Faculty Club on the campus of LSU
in Baton Rouge. Past President Edna
Hickman was invited to accept the
award. Also in attendance were Laura
Salguero, Louisiana Conference
Coordinator for Social Action, and Pat
Bates. 
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The 2012 UMW
School of Christian
Mission artwork was
designed by Faye Y.
Abram from the Missouri
Conference. The title of
the artwork is "One Flock,
One Shepherd." Faye
explains the artwork:
Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
stands with arms open to
welcome all who will fol-
low him. The body of
Christ (in four different
colors: red, yellow, black
and white) represents the
Christian Church as a
group of believers of dif-
ferent races. Similarly, this
drawing and our 2012
Mission Studies remind us
that Christ's "other sheep"
includ the people of Haiti,
people living in poverty;
immigrants, refugees and
migrants. They include
others who are not part of
our faith community. The
green triangle represents
green pastures, leading to
a richer fuller life in Christ and salvation.

Faye Y. Abrams, Ph.D., A.C.S.W. , the
artist, is an Associate Professor in the

School of Social Work at Saint Louis
University- St. Louis, Missouri. 63103

By a vote of 889 to 20, General
Conference made United Methodist
Women an autonomous organization within
the United Methodist Church May 1 during
its quadrennial meeting Tampa, Fla. The
historic vote separates the national policy-
making body of women organized for mis-
sion within the denomination from the
church’s mission agency for the first time
in more than 70 years.

“This is great result for United
Methodist Women and for the church and
positions us for the next 143 years of mis-
sion,” said Harriett Jane Olson, chief exec-
utive of the national United Methodist
Women organization.

General Conference also approved a
series of recommendations from United

Methodist Women that will structurally
strengthen ties between local United
Methodist Women members, their national
structure and the ministries they support
around the world. The actions will provide
more flexibility to local, district, confer-
ence and jurisdictional United Methodist
Women as they organized for mission in
their respective communities.

In a separate vote, oversight of the
denomination’s deaconess and home mis-
sioner programs was placed with the new
national United Methodist Women organi-
zation. “This restores the break that was
made in 1964 and the relationship the
office of deaconess has had with women
organized for mission since it was created
in 1888,” said Barbara Campbell.

General Conference approves UMW autonomy

"That all may have life . . .” is the
theme of this year's School of Christian
Mission.  In John 10:10 Jesus proclaims "I
came that they may have life and have it
abundantly." (NRSV)   God's ultimate will
for humankind is that all persons have full-
ness of life - a life of wholeness and hope,
a life of freedom from oppression, a life of
justice and truth, a life of inner peace and
strength.  Jesus' ministry and teaching
embodied this will.

Yet, how is fullness of life for all possi-
ble in a wounded, broken and sometimes
hostile world where systems oppress, hearts
are hardened, margins separate, and atti-
tudes demean?

Fullness of life for all is possible when
we as people of Christ:

*  Challenge and change systems that
oppress and impede

*   Welcome and fully embrace the
stranger, the immigrant, and the marginal-
ized

*   Advocate for the least and the lost
*   Partner with others to restore and

rebuild lives and communities
As people of Christ, let us change what

needs to be changed, say what needs to be
said, do what needs to be done and love as
Christ would have us love so that all may
have life and have it abundantly.

As our whole world shrinks with the
advent of more technology, our study sub-
jects become more and more complex.
Who would have thought 30 years ago that
most of us would have a computer on our
desk; or that we might be calling a techni-

cian in China, Japan,
India or even
Pakistan when we
needed help.  Who
would have thought
we could E-mail a
mission installation
somewhere around
the world.  Frankly, I
still have this mental
image of big black
letters from faxes
floating around in
space - trying to figure out where they go
and how they get there.  

This year's spiritual growth study is
"Immigration in the Bible".  This study
shares the story of the Bible as a narrative
of immigrants and migration.  Exploring
the Biblical and theological understandings
of immigration, immigrants, and migration,
this study seeks to enable the participants
to examine what it is to be a sojourner and
to live into the Biblical mandate of hospi-
tality for "the stranger" and "aliens" in our
midst.

The study seeks to equip the participants
to see the Bible as the ultimate immigration
handbook in responding to the immigrants.
The Bible was written by, for, and about
migrants, immigrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers.  It gives directions for responding
to sisters and brothers, from around the
world, which come to a land seeking safe-
ty, sanctuary, and sustenance.  It is also the
book that many of our ancestors used to
help them survive the stress and strain of

integrating into a new
country.  The Bible
offers guidance and
direction for persons
who migrate or immi-
grate by choice, and
for persons who flee
because of devasta-
tion and destruction
through violence or
natural disasters.

Could there be a
more complex topic
than "Poverty", our 2012 issue study
theme.  Our Christian faith invites each of
us and our faith communities to become
agents of God's compassion and healing in
a wounded world.  Poverty is a human
rights issue with grave impact on women
and children.  Written by Dr. Jack A.
Keller, with chapter contributions by other
selected writers, this mission study on
poverty is designed to help participants rec-
ognize and claim for themselves the con-
nections between Scripture, church tradi-
tion, compassion for the poor, social out-
reach, and social justice.

As cited by Dr. Pamela Couture in her
chapter on Poverty in the U.S.A., Biblical
passages have reminded Christians of their
responsibility for poverty. The Wesleyan
movement embraced this concern by creat-
ing community centers where destitute peo-
ple could access education, medical care or
employment. Members of United
Methodist Women and its predecessor
organizations have documented poverty

and responded to the poor where they exist.
Our returning geographical study is

Haiti.  Rev. R. B. Moore will be returning
with the experience of participating in a
VIM trip under his belt.  It will be most
interesting to hear him tell of how differ-
ently he approaches leading the study after
this experience.  

Why do we study?  If we don't know
can we care as much?  No other Women's
organization of this nature spends as much
thought, time, effort and money educating
its members as does UMW.  Could it be to
equip us to fulfill God's Mandate, Christ's
Commandment to love our neighbor as
yourself?  Coming to School of Christian
Mission (SCM) is a challenge and a pleas-
ure.

My grandmother was fond of saying "a
day that you can't learn a little, love a little,
and laugh a little; is a day not worth liv-
ing."  Debbie and I are "champing at the
bit" for you to come to SCM this year
because we're aiming at making all three of
those things happen.  As I prayed about
what to say in this message, the answer
seemed to be "tell them how you feel".  For
me SCM is grounding, a direction for me
to take in my faith journey, an opportunity
to renew old acquaintances and make new
ones.  The studies equip and challenge me
to go home and teach others, they motivate
me to learn and to be concerned.

Debbie and I can hardly wait to greet
you.  We have fun night planned and can
picture you there having a great time.
Come and join us July 18-21.  

Louisiana Conference Now!Special UMW Section

Myrna Freeman
Dean

Debbie Hancock
Assistant Dean

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women extend an invitation to answer the call:    Come,
2012 School of Mission - Dean's Message

Louisiana Conference UMW recognized for
work in raising awareness of domestice violence

2012 UMW School of Christian Mission
reveals cover design by Faye Abrams



Rev. Weldon Bares
Spiritual Growth Study: Immigration and
the Bible

A native of
Lafayette, Rev. Weldon
Bares graduated from
the University of
Southwestern
Louisiana with a
degree in
Communication. He
received his Master of
Divinity degree from
Asbury Theological
Seminary. Weldon was
ordained as an elder in full connection in
the Louisiana Annual Conference in 1981.
He has served the following churches:
Asbury United Methodist Church in
Lafayette (associate pastor) for 11 years;
First United Methodist of Plaquemine and
Grand River United Methodist for 5 years;
Springhill United Methodist for 4 years;
Lea Joyner Memorial United Methodist in
Monroe for 10 years. He became the senior
pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Lake Charles in June of 2010.

Weldon enjoys traveling, reading, sports
(especially the Dallas Cowboys), and
movies.
Rev. Willie Berman
Issue Study: Poverty

A missionary with
the General Board of
Global Ministries, Rev.
Willie Berman  is serv-
ing in his home coun-
try of Mexico as the
Mexican Methodist
Border Mission
Coordinator based in
Reynosa.  Since 2001,
Willie has worked with
VIM teams from annual
conferences in
Louisiana and six other states. 

Willie's call to mission was inspired by
the work of his parents as they received
and worked with mission teams in the poor
areas of Reynosa, Mexico.  He began sens-
ing God's call to mission as he saw how
US teams in Reynosa worked with the peo-
ple with so much love and care, and how
inactive his local church was in mission. "I
felt they were doing what we were sup-
posed to be doing as a church," Willie
shares.

Willie and his wife, Veronica, are the
parents of two young children. The
Bermans attend Ebenezer Church in
Reynosa, Mexico.
Miok Lee Fowler, Ed.D
Issue Study: Poverty

Korean Language
Coordinator for United
Methodist Women
since 2007, Miok Lee
Fowler received B.A.
and M.A. degrees in
Korean Language and
Literature from Ewha
Women’s University in
Seoul, Korea; B.A. and
M.A.Ed. degrees in
English and French

from Northwestern Oklahoma University;
and a Doctorate in Education from the
University of Northern Colorado.  She has
served as Instructor of Korean language at
CU Boulder and as Adjunct Professor of
Modern Languages at University College
of the University of Denver.  Since 1982,
she has owned a State Farm Agency in
Greenwood Village, Colorado.

The author of a novel and a  collection
of essays, Miok is a columnist for Vox
Korean Newspaper in Denver.  She has
served on a number of boards.  Since 2007,
she has been a study leader of social issues
for the Korean Event at the UMW Rocky
Mountain Conference.  She is married and
has two children.
Rev. Anice Moses
Issue Study: Poverty

Rev. Anice N.
Moses obtained her
B.A. from Southeastern
Louisiana University in
Hammond and a
Master’s of Divinity
from Gammon
Theological Seminary
– a consortium of the
Interdenominational
Theological Center in
Atlanta, GA.

Anice has been a
pastor in the LA Conference for 16 years.
An ordained elder in full connection in the
United Methodist Church, she has served
in the Monroe, New Orleans, and Lake
Charles districts, and is now serving
Warren United Methodist Church in Lake
Charles.

Anice serves on many district and con-
ference committees and boards and has
received many honors, but she says her
greatest joy is being a “Servant of the
Lord.”

Anice is married and has four children
and thirteen grandchildren.  Her hobbies
are reading, writing poetry, singing, and
spending time with friends and family
(especially her grandchildren).
Jo Sheetz
Issue Study: Poverty

Deaconess Jo
Sheetz has always had
a heart for service.
Growing up in
Houston, she was very
active with her church
and Girl Scout troop in
inner city ministries.
She attended Vanderbilt
and University of
Tennessee in Nashville.
She earned her Master’s Degree in non-
profit management from Georgia State
University in 2000.  Her internship was at
the Atlanta Women & Children’s Day
Shelter for the homeless.

In 2003, Jo accepted the position of
director of Atlanta Urban Ministries, which
serves homeless women and children with
feeding programs, food pantry, and an
after-school program.  For four years, she
was the Education Coordinator in Sandy
Springs, GA.  Just last July, she was hired
by UMCOR to serve as Community

Outreach Ministries Coordinator at Sager-
Brown Depot in Baldwin, LA.  Jo tries to
get back to Atlanta often to visit her three
children and five grandchildren. She
embraces the deaconess motto: “I serve
neither for gratitude nor reward, but from
gratitude and love; my reward is that I may
serve.”
Rev. Inez Daggs
Williams
Issue Study: Poverty

Rev. Inez Daggs
Williams is a retired
Deacon in full connec-
tion to the Louisiana
Conference of the
United Methodist
Church.  She is also a
certified Spiritual
Director.  She has been
a member of Bethany
United Methodist Church since June 1969,
where she has served in a variety of capaci-
ties.

After Hurricane Katrina, Rev. Williams
resided in Dallas for four years, where she
served as Christian Education Director and
Director of Children’s Ministry at Hamilton
Park UMC.  Since her return to New
Orleans, her ministerial duties involve
heading the Witness Program, Adult Bible
Study, and Prayer Corps at Bethany UMC.
She is also a member of the Louisiana
Conference Response Team. 

Rev. Williams has a B.A. in English
from Xavier University and a Masters in
Social Work from LSU. She has worked
many years in social programs such as
AmeriCorps, VISTA, Family Services,
Battered Women Shelters, and New
Orleans Public Schools; she worked twen-
ty-six years in Child Protection Services,
from which she took an early retirement.
Rev. Roy Moore
Geographical Study:
Haiti

Rev. Roy B. Moore
has served as Pastor of
First Homer and
Wesley Chapel United
Methodist Churches
since 2008.  He is a
former pastor of
Henning Memorial
UMC, Sulphur, LA;
First Bastrop/Collinston
United Methodist
Churches; Jonesboro UMC; and First
Ringgold/Castor United Methodist
Churches.

Roy Bryan (RB) has been serving as
Pastor of churches since 1983, in both
Louisiana and Mississippi.  He graduated
from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary and attended Perkins School of
Theology on the campus of Southern
Methodist University in Dallas.  He has
been on a number of mission trips to places
such as Montana, Ohio, Texas, Kentucky,
Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina.  Last
September, he went to Haiti.

Rev. Moore and his wife, Millie, have
been married for over thirty years. They
have a son, Bryan, and a daughter,
Bethany.

Marjorie S. Franklin
Youth Leader

Marjorie Franklin is
a very active member
of Warren United
Methodist Church in
Lake Charles, LA,
under the leadership of
Rev. Anice N. Moses.
She is currently serving
as the Lay Leader,
Youth Director, and
Secretary of the
Administrative Council.
She also serves as the youth Sunday School
and Vacation Bible School teacher. 

Marjorie serves in her local UMW unit
as the Spiritual Growth Coordinator. She
has also held this position on the district
level as well as serving as the Historian.
She is currently serving on the
Nominations Committee for the Louisiana
Conference UMW.

Marjorie has been employed as an
Administrative Assistant for Davita
Dialysis for 22 years. She and her husband,
Melvin, have been married for 38 years;
they are the parents of two daughters.
Monica Bailey
Youth Leader

Monica Bailey and
her husband, James, are
members of Wesley
UMC of DeRidder. She
grew up in Gulfport,
MS, and moved to
Louisiana to attend
McNeese State
University. She current-
ly teaches third grade at
Rosepine Elementary.

Monica is involved
with the mission outreach committee at her
church. Their newest mission project (start-
ed last year) is a summer feeding program.
They fed about 25 children three days a
week throughout the summer. This year,
they plan to add bible School each week of
the program.

“This program really helped me become
more involved in our church,” she says. “I
hope to continue to grow spiritually with
the support of my husband and fellow
church members.”
Rev. Connie Breaux
Pianist

A native of New
Orleans, Rev. Connie
Breaux is under dual
appointment to
Grambling State
University as Director
of the Wesley
Foundation serving
Campus Ministries
United in Grambling,
and as Associate
Minister of Higher
Education at Trinity
UMC in Ruston.

Rev. Breaux holds both Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees from Southern University,
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share, study and renew commitments to mission by attending the 2012 School of Christian Mission

Meet the 2012 School of Christian Mission Study Leaders and Musicians

See Leaders/Musicians, page 6



This newsletter insert is published
four times a year in the Louisiana Now!
Deadlines for submitting article/ news
are as follows:

January Newsletter – Due November 
30th 
May Newsletter – Due March 26th 
August Newsletter – Due July 9th 
November Newsletter – October 10th 
All UMW articles and news stories

welcomed.  E-mail transmission allows
best transmission for publishing.  Photos
must be sent separately (preferably by e-
mail) and need to be in jpeg format.
Reminders:  The May issue is mainly
dedicated to the annual School of

Mission and the August issue features the
Annual Meeting and DELT Events of
United Methodist Women.

Note: Check out the updated
Louisiana Conference UMW website:

1. Go to www.la-umc.org 
2. Click on ministries 
3. Click on laity 
4. C lick on UMW 
Send all articles to:
Anita H. Hansberry
E-Mail Address:

ahansb@bellsouth.net
Home phone: (225) 766-3336

Reading challenges our minds, warms
our hearts, and guides our actions as we
grow in our faith and live out our United
Methodist Women’s purpose every day.
United Methodist Women have a variety of
reading resources that relate to:  Mission
matters and social issues; making disciples
and making communities of faith; people
who inspire others and the God who
inspires us all;   individuals serving others
and women who inspire nations;   helping
the women across the street and across the
world; and growing in faith and service to
others as we reflect God's love.    All this
and much more can be found in the two
magazines that we as United Methodist
Christians are urged to read:  Response, the
program magazine of United Methodist
Women and New World Outlook, the mis-
sion magazine of the United Methodist
Church.  Call 877-881-2385 to order.

Read the mission study books for 2012-
2013.  The books can be ordered from the
Mission Resource Center, 1221 Profit
Drive, Dallas, TX 75247 or telephone 1-
800-305-9857 or online <www.missionre-
sourcecenter.org>.   The three study books
are the Geographical study Haiti-
Challenges and Hope ($10); Issue study on
Poverty ($10); and Spiritual Growth study-
Immigration and the Bible: A Guide for
Radical Welcome ($7.00).  Reading the
mission study books will provide credit for
the Reading Program, as follows:

Haiti- Education for Mission category;
Poverty – Social Action category; and
Immigration – Spiritual Growth category.

Read books from the Reading Program
which includes a wide variety of books,
long and short,  some easy reading and

some more difficult.  The Reading Program
runs from July 1 through June 30 of the
next calendar year.  The 2008-2012 lists of
Reading Program books can be found
online at
<www.missionresourcecenter.org>  Some
of the books relate to our current social
issues of immigration, poverty, and domes-
tic violence. Buy books from Mission
Resource Center, <www.amazon.com>,
bookstores or borrow from public library
collections or through Inter-library loan.
Also, shop the Resource Room at
Conference School of Christian Mission at
Wesley Center July 18-20 or Annual
Meeting on October 12-13, 2012 at First
United Methodist Church of Houma in my
Acadian District.  

Read from five categories of books:
Education for Mission, Social Action,
Nurturing for Community, Spiritual
Growth, and Leadership Development.
Participants are required to select one of
the following plans and read the specified
number of books for that plan:

•   Plan I :  Five books per year, one
book from each category.

•   Plan II: Ten books a year, 2 books
from each category plus two more books

•   Plan III: Fifteen books a year, two
from each category plus five more, any cat-
egory

•   Plan IV: Twenty books a year, two
from each category plus 10 more, any cate-
gory   

In addition to reading books, partici-
pants are required to read magazines for
the Reading Program plans, as follows:
Plan I: Read Response only.  Plan II, III
and IV: Read Response and New World

Outlook   
Readers are asked to fill out a Reading

Program form that is submitted to a desig-
nated person from each unit who will mail
the individual forms, plus the second form
tabulating participation, to the District
Secretary of Program Resources. District
deadlines differ; however the Conference
deadline is August 15, 2012.

So READ, READ, and READ!
Janell Ducrest
Conference Secretary of Program

Resources
jducrest@gmail.com
337-504-4480
304 Ella Street, Lafayette, LA 70506

The final meeting for the end of the
quadrennium of the board of directors of
the Women’s Division of the General
Board of Global Ministries was held in
Plano, Texas, at Christ United Methodist
Church, March 15-19, 2012.   The follow-
ing items were approved by the outgoing
Board of Directors:  

A new name for the School of
Christian Mission:  Mission u (current year
to be added in title).  The “u” represents the
idea of a university as well as texting lan-
guage for “you”.  The new title becomes
effective in 2013.
Future Mission Study Themes

2015 Spiritual Growth Study:
Pursuit of Happiness

2015 Geographical Study:  Latin
America (to include children, and youth)

2016 Spiritual Growth Study:
The Bible and Human Sexuality

2016 Issue study:  Climate
Justice (to include children and youth)

Initiative on Domestic Violence in the
amount of $60,000 in honor of outgoing
national president Inelda Z. Gonzalez will
continue to provide resources such as
brochures and continued DVD promotions
(“What Churches Can Do” and “I Believe
You”) concerning   domestic violence.  The
initiative will also sponsor quarterly webi-
nars covering basic domestic violence
information, practical methodology,   facili-

tate internships, and four trainings that will
be offered to “train trainers”, for ongoing
awareness raising, and organize  response
to domestic violence in churches and com-
munities.

The 2013 Reading Program list (sched-
uled to be released after August 2012).

Coming Soon:
•   Limitless:  Redefine Tomorrow

August 2-5, 2012 (young women’s event)  
•   A Native American Consultation

August 24-26, 2012
•   New board of directors (following

elections of Jurisdictional Quadrennial
meetings)  

Possible Changes (pending General
Conference decisions):

New Name

New Structure
New By-laws
The proposed changes can be reviewed

at the official web site for United
Methodist Women http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/news/eventsnew/gc2012/.  There
is a PowerPoint presentation of the propos-
als to be presented at the 2012 General
Conference of the United Methodist
Church in Tampa, Florida.

It has been my pleasure to serve as a
director of the Women’s Division for the
last two quadrenniums and I look forward
to supporting and embracing the work of
such a powerful organization of women
who really help make mission possible!!!  

Kathleen Conrad 
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Baton Rouge, in Music Education (vocal
and piano) and is certified in education of
the visually impaired.  She entered the
ministry as a second career, having com-
pleted her theological studies from Perkins
School of Theology at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas. 

She has served in the area of higher
education and campus ministry since 1996.

Former president of Louisiana Black
Methodists for Church Renewal and the
recipient of many community service
awards, Rev. Breaux is an Ordained
Deacon in the Louisiana Annual
Conference, serving as a “bridge” that con-
nects two diverse communities in north
central Louisiana.
Norma Anderson
Music Leader

Norma Anderson’s
parents taught her early
on that singing would
be an integral part of
her life.  Her mother
was the choir director
at St. Stephens (now
Asbury) in Bossier
City, her sister was the
pianist/organist, and
the whole family sang
in the choir.

Norma attended
Bossier Parish schools and Northwestern,
where she met her husband, David.  She
completed her under-graduate degree at
LSU-Shreveport and later pursued a
Master’s degree in School Administration.
She served four years as Assistant
Principal at Walker Elementary and is
presently the principal at Benton
Elementary.  She and her husband have
one son and two grandsons.

Long-time residents of Plain Dealing,
Norma and David are members of First
UMC there and have served in many dif-
ferent areas.  Norma’s most dedicated serv-
ice, though, has been to the choir and
singing for the Lord.  She is the choir
director at Plain Dealing UMC, the direc-
tor of the Plain Dealing Choral Society,
and is also serving as interim choir director
for Plain Dealing Baptist Church.  She
says her greatest joy is to sing to the Lord
with her husband.

Norma Anderson

Leaders/Musicians, from page 5United Methodist Women Spring Board Meeting Highlights 2012
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Read, Read, Read! Challenge your mind, grow in faith                        
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More than 2,000 volunteers, runners, walkers join in La. Skeeter Run

Despite rain and chilly temperatures, more than 2,080 walkers, runners and volunteers set out to ‘Change the World’ by participating in the 2012 Louisiana Skeeter Run held in
eight cities throughout the state. A total of 188 participants took part in Alexandria, top left, and 464 registered and volunteered in Baton Rouge, right.

The UM Foundation of Louisiana was a sponsor of the run. A total of 325 participants enjoyed the Lafayette event, above left, and 290 volunteers, walkers and runners supported
the New Orleans Skeeter Run, above right. The New Orleans photo shows a group from St. Luke’s UMC. Thirty from the church participated.

The Ruston Skeeter Run pulled in a total of 205, including the ‘swat team’ from Asbury UMC in Monroe, shown above left. The Shreveport event was supported by 287 volunteers
and runners, including this group from UM Share Ministries, above right. The group includes eight United Methodist Churches  yoked together in mission.

Through their registration fees, runners and walkers generated more than $40,000 for Imagine No Malaria, a global initiative of The United Methodist Church. A total of 286 sup-
ported the Sulphur event, above left, and a group from Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac, right, participated in the Thibodaux event joining a total of 35 supporters.



During the 2012 Louisiana Annual
Conference in Shreveport, Monday
night’s offering will be dedicated to the
repairing of First United Methodist
Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia.

An amount of $100,000 is being
requested to assist with extensive repairs
needed to the church facility.

Each local church is being asked to
consider bringing an amount equal to $1
per member to share in this much needed
repair work. The offering will be received
in a special offering on Monday night,
June 4 during the Memorial Service.

The Louisiana Conference has been
supporting the congregation of the First
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg,
Russia since its beginning in 1991.
Countless contributions over the last 20
years have included food, medical equip-
ment, clothing, hygiene items, Sunday
school curriculum, church materials and
Vacation Bible School supplies. 

Mission teams have traveled to
Ekaterinburg to provide help with con-
struction, Vacation Bible School, and
other important outreach missions.

The Louisiana Conference and the

General Board of Global Ministries raised
$500,000 for the original construction of
the building.

The church serves as a central meeting
location for the Central Russia Annual
Conference each summer and other local
district meetings. During the week, the
church is a meeting place for a non –
denominational church which gathers on
Sunday afternoons and a Campus
Crusade for Christ group that also con-
venes on Sunday afternoon. The Campus

Crusade minister was quoted as saying,
“This church is a blessing to the commu-
nity.”

The strength of First UMC,
Ekaterinburg furthers the growth of
Methodism in Russia and spreads the love
of Christ to many. Countless people have
been touched by this church and countless
more have yet to hear the good news of
the gospel. Sustaining the church for con-
tinued ministry can help Methodism in
Russia continue to build.

OUR ELECTRONIC NEWS:

Subscribing is as easy as . . .

     PastorBlast!   

11 22 33
Faith & Finance

Subscribe to 1, 2 or all 3 of our 

FREE electronic newsletters today!

www.umf.orgwww.umf.org 

Priorities includes a 

compilation of articles 

on personal fi nance 

topics such as:

� building wealth

� budgeting

� debt reduction

� generosity and 

more!

PastorBlast! is a 

monthly newsletter 

for pastors on church 

leadership, fi nance, 

stewardship and 

other issues relevant 

to pastors. 

With articles on 

fi nance, giving, 

and general church 

leadership, Faith & 
Finance is designed 

to assist church lay 

leaders encourage 

generosity.

Wherever faith and money come together, 

your Foundation is there to help. Use these resources 

to lead your church toward a culture of generosity!
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Perkins School of Theology Alumni/ae
and Friends Dinner

June 5, 2012
5:30 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
500 Common Street 

Special Guest: 
Rev. Dr. Barry Hughes, associate
professor of Supervised Ministry

Cost: $20 (checks payable to St.
John’s UMC)
Deadline: May 25, 2012
Send to: 
Rev. Sarah Williams Shoup
9375 Highland Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70810. 
Email sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com 

Conference seeks to raise $100,000 for Russian church

The Louisiana Fellowship of Local
Pastors and Associate Members
Breakfast  will be held Monday, June
4 at 7 a.m. in the Whited Room on
Centenary’s campus during the
2012 Louisiana Annual Conference.
Checks for $10/person should be
made out to LFLP&AM and sent to
Bill Strawbridge, P. O. Box 156,
Jonesboro, LA 71251.

Job Opportunities
Noel Memorial United Methodist
Church (www.noelumc.org) is seeking
a full-time Director of Youth
Ministries. The church has a growing
youth ministry program that focuses
on Sunday mornings, UMY on
Sunday night, midweek band practice,
mission opportunities and district and
conference events. 
The Director of Youth Ministries will
lead the youth ministry for youth in
grades 6-12. The youth ministry pro-
gram is already staffed with paid part-
time youth ministry associates and a
team of dedicated adult and parent
volunteers, making it possible for the
new Director of Youth Ministries to
focus on building relationships with
youth and plan for the growth of the
ministry.
Candidates must possess a
Bachelor’s degree.Interested candi-
dates can submit resumes by email to
emcfarland@noelumc.org

Horseshoe Drive United Methodist
Church (www.hdumc.org) is seeking a
person to fulfill the position of
Financial Secretary. This is a part
time job (8-10 hours per week). The
requirements for the position include:
strong understanding of finance and
accounting procedure, knowledge of
computer (Microsoft Word and Excel),
desire to learn church software pro-
gram (PowerChurch Plus), ability to
work with people. Direct supervisor
for the position is the church pastor.
This person also works closely with
the Administrative Assistant and the
Chairman of the Finance Committee.
Applications will be received in the
church office until May 20.


