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2012 Annual Conference in Shreveport

Special offerings taken at this year’s
Annual Conference session will be col-
lected with an emphasis on ministries
beyond the boundaries of the Louisiana
Annual Conference.

A collection for repairs needed to First
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinberg
will be taken Monday night during the
Memorial Service held in the Gold Dome
on Centenary’s campus.  

Our goal is to raise $100,000 for this
important project which furthers our
ongoing mission in Russia.

Tuesday night’s offering taken during
Ordination Service at First UMC,
Shreveport will help with the cost of pro-
viding our ordinands with a trip to the
Holy Land. The Louisiana Conference
has initiated a tour of the Holy Land
every other year, with our new ordinands

as special guests. This experience will
enrich the ministry of new pastors during
their time in ministry among us, and will
enhance their spiritual journey of faith.

A number of our ordinands who trav-
eled to the Holy Land with Bishop
Hutchinson in January have written their
impressions of the trip. They are reported
on page three of this edition of the
Louisiana Now!

Conference offerings focus on Russian church, trip to Holy Land

The 2012 session of the Louisiana
Annual Conference will be held at
Centenary College in Shreveport, La.
from June 3-6.

“Building Up Leaders for Building Up
the World” is the theme for this year’s
event, with Ephesians 4:11-12 as the
inspirational scripture for the theme. The
conference and denominational focus this
year is on developing principled leaders
for the church.

Worship services and guest teaching
sessions by Rev. Adam Hamilton will
reflect this theme and focus. He will
address the conference on Sunday
evening and Monday morning of confer-
ence with “Leading Beyond the Walls.” 

Rev. Hamilton is the founding pastor
of the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. The
church has grown from four people in

1990 to more than 16,000 adult members
with an average weekly worship atten-
dance of 8,6000 in 2011.

Hamilton earned a Bachelors degree
in Pastoral Ministry from Oral Roberts
University and a Master of Divinity
Degree from Perkins School of Theology
at SMU.

He has received the Denman Award in
Evangelism and the Circuit Rider Award
for excellence in church leadership. 

Hamilton was also named
Distinguished Evangelist of The United
Methodist Church by the Foundation for
Evangelism.

This will be our last annual conference
session with Bishop Hutchinson as our
episcopal leader. We have been blessed
for 12 years with his wisdom and pastoral
leadership. The Committee on the
Episcopacy will lead us in our farewell to

Bishop Hutchinson and his wife Kay
Hutchinson.

Our concern for the elimination of
malaria worldwide will be lifted up dur-
ing annual conference as churches and
members celebrate Louisiana Skeeter
Run: Change the World, a conference
wide event slated for April 21. Proceeds
from the statewide event benefit Imagine
No Malaria, our denomination’s global
initiative to eradicate malaria.

A special report will be presented to
the session in regard to conference fund-
ing for the future. The report will come
from the Strategic Vitality Task Force in
cooperation with the Conference Council
on Finance and Administration.

Dr. Marcia McFee is our consultant
and worship leader for this session. She is
an author, worship designer and leader,
professor, preacher and artist. Marcia

‘Building Up Leaders for Building Up the World’ is Conference theme

The Louisiana Skeeter Run:
Change the World, slated for April
21, is only two weeks away!

Churches are signing up mem-
bers, friends and folks from their
communities to participate in this
amazing event, which consists of
eight 5K and 1 mile fun walk/runs
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 bene-
fitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative
dedicated to eradicating malaria
worldwide.

United Methodist
Communications has great confi-
dence in our event, and is sponsor-
ing a multi-media campaign which
includes statewide billboards, TV
spots and Facebook ads. We are
their “poster child” this year for a
successful Change the World event.

Most of  our congregations are
currently organizing groups or
“swat teams” of runners/walkers. A
number of churches plan to have
teams of 50 runners or more!

If gathering a group has been a
challenge, we still want your
church represented! Wouldn't it be
great if we had someone from
EVERY church either running or
walking! We hope to see every
local church represented at one of
the eight runs organized throughout
our conference. Events are in
Alexandria, Baton Rouge,
Lafayette, New Orleans, Ruston,
Shreveport, Sulphur and
Thibodaux. Registration must be
done on-line at www.changethe-
worldla.org 

See you there!!!!!!!!!!!!



Rev. Roger Lathan
will serve as speaker
for the Memorial and
Communion Service at
the 2012 Louisiana
Annual Conference at
Centenary College in
Shreveport.

The service will be
held Monday, June 4 at
7:30 p.m. in the Gold
Dome.

Rev. Lathan holds a

Bachelors degree from Bishop College in
Dallas, Tex. and a Masters degree in
Theology from Perkins.

Rev. Lathan served the Acadiana
District as superintendent just prior to his
current appointment as pastor for Jefferson
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge.
He has also served on numerous confer-
ence wide and district boards and agencies.

Rev. Lathan is married to Sedonia
Phillips Lathan of Baldwin, Louisiana.

He is retiring as of this annual con-
ference.

Below are printed some excerpts from
articles on the Imagine No Malaria
website, www.imaginenomalaria.org  I
share this information as we prepare for
our conference wide outreach event, the
Louisiana Skeeter Run: Change the
World. Proceeds from the 5k and 1 mile
walk/ runs scheduled for eight locations
on April 21 will help this denominational
initiative to eradicate malaria world
wide. Don’t forget to register and walk or
run with us in one of the eight events
later this month. Sign up at
www.changetheworldla.org 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson

Imagine no malaria? That is not hard.

According to the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC), malaria was considered

to be eradicated in the United States in

the 1950’s; yet the CDC also reports that

around 1,500 cases are reported each

year in the United States. Aside from

those who travel to areas that are at high

risk for contracting malaria, most who

live in the United States are at minimal

risk for becoming infected.

But this is not the case for people who

live in other areas of the world. The

CDC reports that each year, 350–500

million people contractmalaria, and over

a million die from the disease. The

World Health Organization estimates that

between 708,000 and 1,003,000 people

died from malaria in 2008. Ninety per-

cent of these deaths occurred in sub-

Saharan Africa; and sadly, most of them

were children under five years of age.

Every 60 seconds, a child in Africa dies

from malaria.

Worldwide, malaria is the fifth lead-

ing cause of death, after respiratory

infections, HIV/AIDS, diarrheal diseases,

and tuberculosis; in Africa, death from

malaria is second only to HIV/AIDS.

Half of the world’s population––3.3 bil-

lion people––live in areas at risk of

malaria transmission. These sobering sta-

tistics call Christians in the United States

and around the world to do something to

end the suffering.

We’re confident we can truly help

overcome malaria in Africa. Why?

Because we get results.

Our team of malaria experts in Africa

have been working tirelessly in this life-

and-death fight to improve the healthcare

infrastructure so a sustained victory over

malaria will be possible.  Thousands of

miles of travel, countless meetings and

plenty of sleepless nights have  helped

achieve a great deal in a very short time.

For more than 160 years, The United

Methodist Church has operated hospitals

and clinics throughout Africa. Our facili-

ties are a vital and

trusted part of the

healthcare delivery

system on the conti-

nent. Where the road

runs out, we are

there.  Beyond the

reach of many aid

organizations and in

many cases, even

governments.

Just last year, we helped train health

boards in Zimbabwe, Liberia, Nigeria,

Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic

of Congo.  These health boards will

oversee the planning and implementation

of in-country malaria programs.

Bed nets?  Yeah, we delivered those

too.  In April 2010, in a multi-faith

effort, more than 25,000 insecticide-treat-

ed bed nets were distributed in

Lubumbashi, of the Democratic Republic

of Congo. Another coordinated effort

provided 5,000 bed nets to families in

Nyadire, Zimbabwe.  And in November,

we were part of a huge, multi-organiza-

tion effort that distributed more than 2

million nets in Sierra Leone.  Our part

included providing 640,000 bed nets,

including more than 400,000 to families

in the Bo District, in the northeast part of

the country.

The best part?  More than 3,500 local

workers were trained to survey, distrib-

ute, install and teach people about proper

net usage.  Local people.  Working in

their own communities.

Working side-by-side with local com-

munities, national departments of health,

other non-profits (like Nets For Life,

UNICEF, International Federation of Red

Cross and Red Crescent Societies) is pre-

cisely the way we will beat this disease.

United Methodist congregations will

participate in an event called Change

theWorld. The concept for the Change

the World event originated with the

Reverend Mike Slaughter, lead pastor at

Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City,

Ohio. In his book Change the World, he

calls congregations to take the church

into the world instead of coaxing the

world into the church. Inspired by his

concept, the Change the World event in

April was created as part of the Rethink

Church campaign in partnership with

The United Methodist Publishing House

and Imagine No Malaria, a United

Methodist effort to eliminate deaths

caused by malaria.

These Change the World events will

connect United Methodists all over the

world in local and global service in the

fight against malaria.
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years.
(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.)

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
Editor

527 North Boulevard
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227

(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at
http://www.la-umc.org

William W. Hutchinson

Don Cottrill

Betty Backstrom

Resident Bishop

Provost

Editor

ON THE JOURNEY

Imagine No Malaria

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

Rev. Roger
Lathan

Lathan to preach 2012 memorial service

2012 Pre-Conference Meeting Schedule
2012 Annual Conference Theme

“Building Up Leaders for Building Up the World”
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Ordinands recall memories of Holy Land trip

UM clergy golf tournament slated April 17

Sunday, June 3

4:00 pm Registration Training
4:00 pm-6:00 pm Boards and Agencies - see

schedule of meetings
4:30 pm-5:30 pm New Member Orientation 

for Lay & Clergy -
Brown Chapel

5:00 pm-6:45 pm Registration begins  

6:15 pm Teller Training
7:00 pm Opening Worship with 

Communion - Gold Dome
7:45 pm Session I -Developing 

Principled Christian 
Leaders
Leading Beyond the Walls 
Rev. Adam Hamilton

9:00 pm Closing Prayer and 
Dismissal for the Evening

Monday, June 4

6:45 am Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM)

8:00 am-5:00 pm Registration continues  

8:30 am Gathering Music - Gold 
Dome

8:45 am-10:00 am Session II -Developing 
Principled Christian 
Leaders
Leading Beyond the Walls 
Rev. Adam Hamilton

10:00 am BREAK
10:30 am Gathering Music
10:45 am-Noon Session III -Developing 

Principled Christian 
Leaders
Leading Beyond the Walls 
Rev. Adam Hamilton

Noon LUNCH BREAK
Extension Ministries 
Luncheon

1:30 pm-3:30 pm Clergy Executive 
Session - Brown Chapel
Laity Session - Gold Dome

4:00 pm Business Session #1 - 
Gold Dome
Welcome
Prayer
Roll Call 
Motions from Secretary
Motions/Rules of Order
Adoption of Agenda

Episcopal Committee 
Report #1

4:30 pm The Episcopal Address
Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson

5:25 pm Courtesy Committee 
Report
Closing Prayer

5:30 pm Dinner Break
7:00 pm Pre-Service Music - Gold 

Dome
7:30 pm Memorial Service - Gold 

Dome

Tuesday, June 5

6:45 am Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM)

7:00 am Laity Breakfast
8:00 am-Noon Late Registration
8:15 am Gathering Music
8:30 am-9:00 am Morning Worship
9:00 am Business Session #2

Prayer
Committee on the Journal

9:10 am Lay Leader Address
9:35 am Stand Up Break
9:45 am Board of Ordained Ministry

Report #1
11:15 am BREAK
Noon LUNCH BREAK

Retirees Luncheon
1:45 pm Gathering Music
2:00 pm Business Session #3

Prayer

Retirees Recognition #1
CFA 

4:00 pm BREAK
Courtesy Committee 
Report

5:00 pm DINNER BREAK
7:00 pm Pre-Service Music - First 

UMC, Shreveport
7:30 pm Ordination Service - First 

UMC, Shreveport
Reception Following 
Service
Bain Hall, First UMC, 
Shreveport

Wednesday, June 6

6:45 am Morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by UMM)

8:15 am Gathering Music

8:30 am-9:00 am Morning Worship
9:00 am Business Session #4

Prayer
Committee on the Journal
Conference Board of 
Trustees
Retirees Recognition #2
Passing of the Mantle

10:10 am BREAK
Courtesy Committee 
Report
Prayer

Noon LUNCH
1:45 pm Gathering Music
2:00 pm Business Session #5
2:35 pm Service of Sending Forth 

and Deconsecration of  
Space
Fixing of Appointments
Departure
New Boards and Agencies 
- see schedule of meetings

combines her background in professional
companies of music, theater and dance
with a variety of worship and preaching
styles in order to bring a fresh experience
of the Gospel to each worship setting. She
has provided worship design and leader-
ship at numerous national and regional
gatherings. Dr. McFee is guiding the 2012
General Conference worship committee as
she did for the 2008 General Conference.
She is a graduate of Saint Paul School of
Theology and a Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies
at the Graduate Theological Union.

Special services will be featured during
the conference. Rev. Roger Lathan, pastor
of Jefferson United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge, will  preach the Memorial
and Communion service on Monday night

at 7:30 p.m. in the Gold Dome. The
Service of Ordination and Commissioning
will be held Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m.
at First UMC in Shreveport with Bishop
William W. Hutchinson serving as speaker.

A brief worship and Consecration of
Space, along with Holy Communion, will
be celebrated at 7 p.m. on Sunday night
immediately before Rev. Hamilton’s teach-
ing session. 

Highlights of the conference include the
episcopal address by Bishop Hutchinson on
Monday afternoon; the Passing of the
Mantle service on Wednesday afternoon;
and the fixing of appointments at the close
of annual conference on Wednesday.

Twenty ordinands with the Louisiana
Annual Conference traveled Jan. 11-20
with Bishop William W. Hutchinson and a
group of United Methodists to the Holy
Land. 

The Louisiana Conference has initiated
a tour of the Holy Land every other year,
with our new ordinands as special guests.
This experience enriches the ministry of
new pastors during their time in ministry
among us, and will enhance their spiritual
journey of faith.

Each year during the annual conference
session, a special collection is taken to
assist with the cost of providing our ordi-
nands with this tour to the Holy Land.

A number of our ordinands who trav-
eled to the Holy Land with Bishop
Hutchinson in January have written their
impressions of the trip. They are as fol-
lows: 

From the shores of Galilee to the heart
of the old city of Jerusalem, our Holy Land
adventure allowed us to experience the
Living Christ in ways that will nourish our
ministries for a lifetime. Life is a journey,
not a destination.~  Lane Cotton Winn 

Walking in the steps of Jesus was truly
a life-changing experience.  It not only
strengthened me personally, but I have no
doubt it made me a stronger pastor.  Thank
you to all who provided the time and
resources to make this trip possible!  

~  John Robert Black
I believe my favorite site was the Sea

of Galilee.  As we sat in a large boat I
could feel Jesus' presence in the total still-
ness of the water and the quiteness of the
air. I could envision Jesus and his disciples
sitting in a boat and a storm coming up. I
could hear Him saying "Peace Be Still". 

~  Rita Chiasson
What a great experience: seeing, hear-

ing, touching, even smelling those places
where our Lord worked and prayed, healed
and served, died and rose again!  This was
a wonderful way to connect personally and
concretely to the great story of God we
have read in Scripture and I was honored
to share this experience with my wife, col-
leagues, and bishop.

~  Daniel M. Hixon
It's difficult in a few words to summa-

rize a powerful experience, and yet it isn't.
When someone says "Capernaum," or
"Bethlehem" or "Jordan," my mind is
flooded with life-changing images.  So, all

one needs to say to me is "Jerusalem," and
I can feel it.  ~  Matt Rawle

What has stuck with me is the image of
wilderness. Entering the narrative of Jesus’
forty days in the wilderness will never be
the same: the stark nothingness and the
deep mystery of those barren hills and
rocky ravines of Jericho, Qumran, and
Masada are vivid and haunting. I under-
stand now why we take to the wilderness to
confront our demons and to find God. And
such wilderness also reminds me why it is
so necessary to have companions for the
journey!

~  Shannon Sandifer
"Can you imagine standing in the spot

where Jesus taught his Disciples?  Well, I
don't have to imagine it anymore.  That
moment is forever etched in my mind."

~  Clifton Conrad
What an experience; beautiful, exhila-

rating (especially the cable ride up to the
highest mountain!); enlightening; spiritual-
ly uplifting, and just an adventure. 

~  Dianne Wooden
The trip to the Holy Land has changed

my ministry.  When I read Scripture I see
the places and I remember the experience
of being in the land in which Jesus spent
his life and where he ministered.  Scripture
comes alive for me in a different way as I
imagine the land in which Jesus walked..    

~  Kathy C. Fitzhugh
No longer will names like Nazareth,

Capernaum, Bethlehem, Jericho, and
Jerusalem be mere references on a biblical
map.  My pilgrimage to the Holy Land has
enabled me to connect to these places and
many more and my ministry will take on a
new dimension because of my experiences.

~  Lewis Morris
The landscape of the country with the

mountains, hills, valleys, waterways &
population is a first impression and a last-
ing impression because it reminds me that
Jesus walked some very difficult steps
while he lived this physical life. 

~ Eddie Carpenter
I have touched the place of Jesus' birth,

walked the shores of the Sea of Galilee,
renewed my baptism at the Jordon, prayed
in the Garden of Gethsemane, experienced
the darkness of the cell in the House of
Caiaphas, climbed the steps to Golgotha,
and celebrated Holy Communion at the
Garden Tomb. I'll never be the same again.

~  Gloria Youngblood

Annual Conference, from page 1Agenda
2012 Annual Conference

‘Building Up Leaders for Building Up the World’
(Subject to change)

The Louisiana United Methodist
Clergy Open Tournament is slated for
April 17 at Links on the Bayou in
Alexandria, La.

The event features a 12:30 p.m. put-
ting contest, followed by a shotgun start
at 1 p.m.

An awards dinner will take place
immediately following the tournament at
First UMC in Pineville. The registration

fee is $65 for clergy and $100 for lay
sponsors. The registration deadline is
April 16.

A brochure outlining details for the
event can be found on the conference
website at www.la-umc.org

This event is open to all United
Methodist cergy and their guests. Please
call Brian Mercer at (318) 243-3975 for
additional information.



EARLY RESPONSE TRAINING

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2012

9:00 AM—4:00 PM

Registration $25.00
(includes meal, day fee, snacks
and materials)

Wesley Center,
Woodworth, LA

Think Volunteer Fire
Department: If you are willing
to skip your grandchild’s birth-
day party when another commu-
nity is hit by disaster…come to
this training.

FOR REGISTRATION CONTACT LAVIM
225.346.1646
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A reunion of all the District Superintendents that have served under Bishop William W.
Hutchinson was held in Ruston March 26-27. The group is pictured in front of a home
formerly owned by T. L. James of Ruston. The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference slat-
ed for June 3-6 at Centenary in Shreveport will be our last annual conference session
with Bishop Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader. We have been blessed for 12 years
with his wisdom and pastoral leadership. The Committee on the Episcopacy will lead us
in our farewell to Bishop Hutchinson and his wife Kay Hutchinson.

Hundreds attend conference youth events

More than 400 attended Confirmation Day with the Bishop on March 10, top, and close
to 270 Senior High youth from all over the conference gathered at The Wesley Center
Feb. 17-19 and Feb. 24-26 for the annual Senior High retreats.
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Clergy children from segregation era reunited at Connectional Table meeting

Fifteen-year-old Mary Brooke Oliphint
was sitting in the congregation during a
June 1971 ceremony that united the Anglo-
American Louisiana Annual (regional)
Conference with the African-American
Louisiana Conference. 

Eleven-year old Stephen Handy was at
home, but his mother attended the ceremo-
ny that celebrated the merger of what then
were called Conference A and Conference
B. The ceremony came after The United
Methodist Church’s 1968 uniting confer-
ence that formally disbanded the racially
constituted Central Jurisdiction. 

Stephen’s father, the Rev. W.T. Handy,
was director of personnel services at the
United Methodist Publishing House and
chair of the Louisiana Conference Board of
Ministry for Conference B. He was the first
African-American executive for the pub-
lishing agency in Nashville, Tenn.

The Rev. Benjamin Oliphint was pastor
of University United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge for Conference A and a
member of the board of directors of the
Methodist Board of Education.

The two men represented clergy of the
two annual conferences during the worship
service at Centenary College in Shreveport,
La. 
Fathers consecrated bishops 

Nine years later, Mary Brooke and
Stephen were in the congregation when
their fathers were consecrated bishops dur-
ing the 1980 session of the South Central
Jurisdictional Conference. On that occa-
sion, W.T. Handy, 56, was a superintendent
in the Louisiana Conference, and Oliphint,
56, had transferred to the North Texas
Conference, where he served First United
Methodist Church in Dallas.

Oliphint led United Methodists in the

denomination’s Houston, Kansas and
Louisiana areas during the next 12 years.
He was instrumental in helping to start
Africa University, the United Methodist-
related school in Zimbabwe. After retiring
from the active episcopacy in 1992,
Oliphint co-chaired a task group that devel-
oped the Methodist Global Education Fund

for Leadership Development. He died in
2007.

Handy served the Missouri Area and
returned to the Publishing House, where he
served as chaplain after his 1992 retire-
ment. On behalf of the Council of Bishops,
Handy helped develop "In Defense of
Creation," a churchwide initiative on

nuclear disarmament, launched in 1986. He
served on a committee that developed a
new United Methodist Hymnal, released in
1989. He died in 1998.
Adult children reunited

The adult children of the two bishops
reunited during a March meeting of the
Connectional Table in Nashville.

Mary Brooke Oliphint Casad is the
executive secretary of the Connectional
Table. The Rev. Stephen Handy, pastor of
125-year-old McKendree United Methodist
Church in downtown Nashville, was invit-
ed to preach at a worship service for the
60-member coordinating body and its three
staff members, including Casad.

During the service, Handy, the first
African-American pastor at McKendree,
told how church attendance had declined
from the 1980s to the early 2000s. For
many years, 95 percent of the 200-member
congregation was upper-middle-class
Anglo-American. When Handy became
pastor in 2009, demographics of the faith
community began to change. In 2012, 65
percent are Anglo, 30 percent are African
American and 5 percent are from other eth-
nic groups.

“We are a multigenerational and multi-
cultural congregation on purpose,” said
Handy. “We have partnered with the
Metropolitan Homelessness Commission
and with the Veterans Administration to
help eliminate homelessness in downtown
Nashville where there are 4,000 displaced
people every night.”

After the service, Casad and Handy
hugged one another and recalled the shared
histories. 

“Hearing Stephen preach was incredibly
moving for me as I recalled our families’
long friendship,” said Casad. “I remem-
bered the 1971 merger celebration when
our fathers embraced and rejoiced at the
two conferences becoming one. I remem-
bered serving on the Hymnal Revision
Committee with Bishop Handy. This long
friendship continues with the common goal
of carrying on our fathers’ legacies of serv-
ice to the church.”

“God continues to offer an invitation for
all people to form the beloved community
where difference/diversity is embraced and
celebrated, grace is extended, love is
shared, and ultimately, God is glorified,”
said Handy. “My prayer is for The United
Methodist Church to live deeper and more
intentional into being united as part of the
body of Jesus Christ.”

The Rev. Stephen Handy and Mary Brooke Oliphint Casad renew their lifelong friend-
ship during a March meeting of the Connectional Table in Nashville, Tenn.

BY J. RICHARD PECK

A ‘pesky’ mosquito (AKA Meghan Backstrom, member of University UMC in Baton
Rouge) creates a ‘buzz’ for the April 21 Louisiana Skeeter Run during the conference
wide laity retreat held March 16-17 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. Meghan is
shown with Gil Rendle (keynote speaker), Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Conference
Lay Leader Dr. Sarah Kreutziger and Rev. Don Provost, provost. All participants in the
Skeeter Run, whether walking or running, will receive a t-shirt bearing the design
shown, right. Register today at www.changetheworldla.org

Run, Skeeter. Run!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Any member of The United Methodist
Church, or any elected group of a local
church or District, is eligible to petition the
Louisiana Annual Conference.

Those who wish may send petitions to
present to the Louisiana Conference to the
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions,
Rev. Roger Templeton, preferably by email
at louisianaroger@gmail.com. Petitions
may also be mailed to Roger at 1500
Country Club Rd., Lake Charles, LA
70605, by no later than May 27, 2012.

Conference Rules Article I: General
Rules for the Conference, Section G
Committee on Petitions states that any

Petition proposed by an individual member
or a duly elected body of the local church
or a district shall first be presented to the
Committee on Petitions no later than seven
(7) days prior to the opening session of the
Annual Conference. The committee shall
meet to review all petitions presented to it
and assign them to the proper body for
consideration by such body when it meets
on the opening day of the Annual
Conference. Each body to which a petition
is thus assigned shall make recommenda-
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence
therewith when it makes its report to the
Conference.

Monday, June 4, 2012
Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses 

12:00 Noon
Broadmoor UMC
Cost $15.00
RSVP: Marcia Avery

839 Monrovia Street
Shreveport, 71106 or email
jwilson@centenary.edu

Extension Ministry

12:30 pm
Edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria
Cost: $15.00

Speaker:  Bishop Hutchinson
RSVP: Kathy at (225) 346-1646 by

May 27th or email
enixmore@bellsouth.net

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship

12:15 pm
First UMC, Shreveport
Hunter Bldg, Room 101
Cost : $10.00

Speaker:  Rev. Pat Day
Contact Woody Hingle via email
nnhiii@bellsouth.net

Centenary Alumni

5:30 – 7:00 pm
Strawn’s on King’s Hwy RSVP Needed 
RSVP: Warren Clifton

wclifton@centenary.edu

Board of Ordained Ministry

5:45 pm
St. Luke’s UMC
By Invitation Only
6012 Youree Drive
RVSP: johnedd@la-umc.org

Saint Paul School of Theology

5:30 pm
Noel UMC
Cost: $8.00
RSVP: John Cannon 
(318) 377-1483 
Flint Shea 
318-221-5207 or email 
revcannon@hotmail.com or 
flint@noelumc.org
Speaker:Dr.F.Douglas Power, Jr.

Tuesday, June 5, 2012
Laity Breakfast

7:00 am

Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria

Cost $15.00
Speaker: Bishop Hutchinson
Tickets are available from your 
District Lay Leader

Order of Deacons/Diaconal Ministers 

7:00 am
Centenary Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Cost:  $10.00

RSVP: Bernadine Johnson 
(225) 931-7924 or email 
johns.bern@gmail.com
Registration deadline May 30th

COSROW

12:00 noon
Cost:  $16.00
Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria
Purchase your tickets online at 
http://events.SignUp4.com/csrwlunch11

Retirees Luncheon

12:15 pm
Noel UMC
RSVP: Not necessary

Gammon Alumni Dinner

5:00 pm
St. Paul UMC
Cost:  $12.00

Speaker: Albert Mosely, 
President

RSVP: James Graham 
218 Suzanne Drive
Shreveport, LA 71115 or email 
jgraham993@aol.com

Multicutural-Handy Dinner 

5:15 pm
TBA

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary

5:15 pm Monjuni’s
1315 Louisiana Avenue
RSVP: Heather
(337) 499-7197 or email

hhaussler@yahoo.com

Asbury Alumni

5:15 pm
First Shreveport UMC
Cost:  $15.00

RSVP: John Robert Black 
(318) 560-7857 or email 
rumc_pastor@bellsouth.net

Perkins Alumni

5:30 pm
First Shreveport UMC
Cost:  $20.00, free for current Perkins
Students

RSVP:  Sarah Williams Shoup
(225) 766-4594 or (337) 842-
1241 or email
sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com

Duke Alumni

5:30 pm
First UMC, Hunter Bldg., Room 103
Cost:  $15.00

Mail check to: Jonathan Beck
1st UMC, PO Box 1567
Shreveport, LA 71165

Wednesday, June 6, 2012
4th Day Breakfast

7:00 am

Broadmoor UMC Anderson Hall (Gym)
Cost:  Donation

United Methodist Men

11:45 pm
Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria
Cost:  $16.00

Schedule of Meals for
Annual Conference

2012 JOURNAL ORDER FORM
One Journal will be mailed to each retired, unappointed LA Conference
clergy and surviving spouse courtesy of Conference Board of Pensions.

All others will need to purchase a Journal if you wish to receive one.
It will also be available as a PDF file at the conference website.

Deadline  to order:   July 31, 2012

Name:  ___________________________________________              

Address:  ________________________________________                

City: ___________________    State:__________________   

Zip Code:______________ Phone: (____) ____________ 

Email: ___________________________________________

Journals ordered  by June 6, 2012 will be $10.00
Journals ordered  after Annual  Conference will be $15.00
*The purchase price  this year includes mailing of the Journal!

Journals Ordered by 6/6/12:  ______ x $10.00 = $ ______              

Journals Ordered after 6/6/12:______ x $15.00 = $ ______

CD’s Ordered: _____ x $  5.00 = $ ______    

Total:                                                                   $ ______

Please make checks  payable  to: La. Annual Conference

Send payment  and order form to:

ATTN:  Patti Perkins, LA Annual  Conference Office, 
527 North Blvd, Baton Rouge LA 70802
You may also register and pay the $20 registration fee online by
going to the Conference website — www.la-umc.org

Petitions Committee sets May 27th deadline

Pre-conference
report 
available online

Media deadline
set for May 17th
The deadline for getting all media
or other information to be pre-
sented on the screens during the
2012 La. Annual Conference is
May 18, 2012.

All information must be sent to: 
Rhonda Whitley,
La. Conference Area Offices,
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge,
LA 70802, by May 18.

All clergy and lay members
attending Annual Conference are
encouraged to download their
copy of the 2012 Pre-conference
report from the conference web-
site. The report is available start-
ing April 20.
The website address is
www.laumc.org



Those wishing to arrange for display
areas at the 2012 Louisiana Annual
Conference, slated for June 3-6, may do so
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the
Conference area offices. This year’s ses-
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport,
La., and exhibits are in the Fitness Center.

Those seeking a display area should
provide the following information as soon
as possible: name of agency/institution;
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone
number; address, e-mail address; number
of tables needed and whether or not there
will be a need for an electrical outlet.

There will be a charge of $25 for groups

not directly related to the Conference or its
related ministries. There will also be a $25
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables
will be provided, which can be set up
Saturday through Monday. The exhibitor is
required to provide any tablecloth, skirt,
or other decoration for their individual dis-
play table. 

The deadline for space request is
May 2. Spaces are designated on a first-
come, first-served basis. Whitley may
be contacted by writing 527 North Blvd.,
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone
at (225) 346-1646.
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Conference awards deadlines announced

Sunday, June 3 Jackson Hall
Board of Church and Society 4:00 – 6:00 Room 107
New Member Orientation 4:30 – 5:30 Brown’s Chapel
COSROW 4:00 – 5:30 Room 104
Commission on Religion and Race 5:00 – 6:00 Room 106 

Smith Building
Board of Ordained Ministry 4:00 – 6:00 Kilpatrick Auditorium
New Board Meetings Wednesday June 6 Smith Building
Boa  rd of Ordained Ministry 3:00 - 4:30 Kilpatrick Auditorium

Jackson Hall
Commission on Equitable Compensation          3:30 - 4:00 Room 110
Board of Church and Society 3:30 Room 111
Board of Discipleship 3:30 Room 113

Brown’s Chapel
Board of Global Ministries 3:30 In chapel

Smith Building
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 3:30 Room 202

Jackson Hall
COSROW 3:30 Room 104
Commission on Religion and Race 3:30 Room 106

Conference board and agency meetings June 3 and June 6
Room assignments for the 2012 Annual Conference

Display Areas available at conference
Clergy Transition Seminar

May 5, 2012
The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La.

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry?

What are your questions for the journey?
What conversations would be helpful?

Planned activities designed to assist 
clergy and families in transition

Registration: 9 – 9:30 a.m.
Lunch: 12 noon

Event ending: 3:30 p.m.
$30 per household

We ask that the church where you are currently
serving pay the registration fee, not the church you

are moving to.

Clergy and their spouses are invited.
If desired, children ages three and up may also

attend.

Please register by April  29!
RSVP to Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286

at lindagregg@la-umc.org

For more information contact Linda Gregg, your District
Superintendent, or W. Craig Gilliam at

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046.

Every year, the La. Commission on the
Status and Role of Women (COSROW)
recognizes a woman in the Louisiana
Annual Conference who has made contri-
butions as a caring Christian to her con-
gregation and community in the spirit of
Sojourner Truth, who broke barriers for
many in the area of justice and compas-
sion.

The Sojourner Truth Award, presented
during the COSROW luncheon at Annual
Conference, recognizes a woman who
exemplifies great faith in the power of
God; demonstrates courageous and bold
action; speaks to diminish gender and eth-
nic inequality; and gives her time to work
outside of her professional duties and
responsibilities.

To make a nomination, send a letter
describing the candidate that embodies this
list of qualifications and accomplishments
to Renee Evans at reneehevans@bell-
south.net and put Sojourner Truth Award
in the subject line. Nominations will be
accepted until April 25.

The Louisiana Annual Conference is

accepting nominations for The Harry
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy,
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman
Evangelism Award recognizes a person
whose life and ministry exemplifies the
teaching of Christ and the Great
Commission.  To learn more about the
award or to download nomination forms
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646.
The Louisiana Annual Conference United
Methodist Merit Scholarships for $1,000
each are available to undergraduate stu-
dents who will be attending Centenary,
Dillard or another United Methodist relat-
ed college or university in the fall of 2012.
Applicants should demonstrate academic
excellence, church participation, financial
need, vocational preparation or other perti-
nent criteria. Applications must be post-
marked no later than April 18, 2012 and
winners will be announced by May 15,
2012.  Contact
RDON.ROSS@GMAIL.COM for the
Merit Scholarship Application.



www.umf.org      (225) 346-1535     (800) 256-9317

Between the ages of  
76 and 86?

Help yourself  and your church.

Contact us to learn more about 
Charitable Gift Annuities.

*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift

Age Payout Rate Annual Income*

76 6.0% $600

77 6.2% $620

78 6.4% $640

79 6.6% $660

80 6.8% $680

81 7.0% $700

82 7.2% $720

83 7.4% $740

84 7.6% $760

85 7.8% $780

86 8.0% $800

Want dependable income? 

You can receive 6% to 8%� for the rest of your 
life! Lock in your rate today!
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Conference responds to Louisiana storms/flooding
Torrential rains and subsequent flooding

that affected parts of the Acadiana District
on March 13 prompted Governor Jindal to
declare a state of emergency for four
parishes in Louisiana. The Conference
Disaster Response Ministry is moving for-
ward to offer help to residents in the areas
around Carencro, Churchpoint, and south
of Opelousas. More than 350 homes have
been damaged by flood waters, and close
to half of those residents will need some
form of assistance.

Volunteer teams are needed for
Saturday, April 14 for gutting homes,
installing sheet rock, etc. Arrive at 8 a.m. at
Northwood UMC, 4530 Moss St. in
Lafayette. Water and meals will be provid-
ed at no charge. Bring gloves, hammers,
saws and sunscreen. Contact Rev. Scott
Bullock at (337) 369-3721 to sign up and
for instructions. Teams will work until 3
p.m.

There is an urgent need for cleaning
buckets to be distributed through United
Methodist Committee on Relief. Due to the
drastic nature of all the storms that have
impacted so many areas across the United
States, including Louisiana, there is an
urgent need to have cleaning buckets made

and col-
lected
immediate-
ly!!! The
list of
items
needed for
each buck-
et can be
found here.

A total
of 300
cleaning
buckets
have been
deployed
to affected
areas
through
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot.

Volunteers gathered Saturday, March
31 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in Lafayette to go
door to door gathering information in flood
affected areas. Volunteers assembled at
Northwood United Methodist Church.
Volunteers received training before heading
out, and worked with Information and
Referral Services. 

A conference-wide offering was collect-

ed in all local churches in Louisiana on
Palm Sunday, April 1. Donations should be
made to Acadiana Spring Floods, Advance
# 4754. Donors may make checks out to
their local church and put the advance
number in the memo portion of the check.

The annual conference will continue to
monitor the situation in the disaster area
and will develop plans for a long-term
response.

Rev. Hadley R. Edwards has been
appointed as New Orleans District
Superintendent starting this July 1.

Rev. Edwards is a native of Fulton,
Missouri and a 1977 graduate of Fulton
High School.  In 1981 he graduated from
Central Methodist College, Fayette,
Missouri with a B. A. Degree in Religion.
While in Fayette, during his college career,
Edwards pastored St. Paul and Lewis
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Glasgow, Missouri from 1979-1981.  Upon
graduation from Central Methodist
College, Edwards was employed in the
Office of Admissions and Recruitment for
the College.  He worked in that capacity
one year before entering seminary at
Perkins School of Theology, at Southern
Methodist University (SMU) Dallas,
Texas.

In June of 1982, Edwards’ professional
career with the United Methodist Church
led him to Midland, Texas.  He was served
as pastor of Hollowell UMC for 15 years.
In May of 1986, Edwards graduated from
Perkins School of Theology.

Rev. Edwards has served St. Paul
United Methodist Church in Fayette,
Missouri, Lewis Chapel UMC in Glasgow,
Missouri, Hollowell UMC in Midland,
Texas, Mackey Chapel UMC in Odessa,
Texas and Bethany UMC in New Orleans,
La.

Edwards named
New Orleans D.S.

Director of Youth Ministries-
Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport, La.
Broadmoor UMC is seeking a Christ-
centered person who is passionate
about youth ministry and can lead
young people into Christian disciple-
ship. The Director of Youth Ministries
will build a team of parents and vol-
unteers, and establish an intern pro-
gram to create an exciting and wel-
coming faith community where youth
can build relationships with other
youth and their families and nurture
their relationship with Christ.

A full job description and supporting
documents can be found on the
church website: http://www.broad-
moorumc.org. 
Please send resumes to Scott Pontier
of Youth Ministry Architects at:
BroadmoorSEARCH@ymarchitects.c
om


