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Running to Beat Malaria

Imagine No Malaria / 5

Free worship help / 3

Broadmoor UMC / 8

The Louisiana United Methodist
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21,
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held
May 14 of this year, all of our local
churches are encouraged to participate in
this very special event.

The Conference Global Health
Initiative Task Force is preparing for the
Imagine No Malaria 5K/Walks and plans
on facilitating separate runs in strategic
locations throughout the state of
Louisiana on April 21. Race directors are
being recruited for each of the runs. These
volunteers will be United Methodists
from our local churches who are also
members of local certified running clubs.
Guidelines and support provided by local
running clubs will play key roles in put-
ting on the runs. The race directors will
work with volunteer committees, and the
committees will engage other volunteers
from as many local churches as possible

in planning and putting on these events.
As with our “Day of Caring” event, there
is a task for every size church. Depending
on available volunteers and resources,
churches can:

•Provide a representative on one of
the race planning committees 

•Provide volunteers for the day of the
run/walk 

•Provide participants in one of the
run/walks 

•Gather prayer partners to offer up
prayers on April 21 for the success of the
event and the safety of the participants

During this spring’s “Day of Caring,”
more than half of the Louisiana United
Methodist churches played a role by
organizing food drives, working on
Habitat projects, holding health fairs and
more. With the Imagine No Malaria
Run/Walks, all of our churches will be
working in unison to make this event a
huge success. The race sites have been
chosen to make volunteering as conven-
ient as possible for every local church.
This type of event has a strong appeal for

children, youth and young adults!  Details
regarding the conference-wide event are
progressing in order to give churches as
much time as possible to plan for partici-
pation. 

As with the “Day of Caring,” the con-
ference will secure billboards, TV com-
mercials, press coverage, and possible
reporting at the 2012 General Conference
to promote the initiative state-wide and
globally.

Confirmed locations for the 5K and
Fun Walk/Runs are as follows:
Shreveport, Chuck Christensen (director);
Ruston, Amy Stegall (director);
Natchitoches, Sarah Prudhomme (direc-
tor); Alexandria, Joseph Awotwi (direc-
tor); Baton Rouge, Judd Hammond
(director); Hammond, Debi Petrolia
(director);  New Orleans, Georgia
McBride (director);  Thibodaux, Jonathan
Terrell and Rachel Bacon (directors). 

Read more about Imagine No Malaria
on page five of this issue of the Louisiana
Now!  

Race directors named for April 21 5K and FunWalks 

The graphic shown above is part of an animatic that will be used on the race registration website for the Imagine No
Malaria 5K and Fun Walk/Runs sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference and slated for April 21, 2012.
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I’ve been reflecting a lot on shadows

recently!  That has been driven mostly by

my early morning walks that now hap-

pen in the dark because the time has not

changed from Daylight Saving Time.

When I step out onto the street at 6:00

am, it’s just me, the streetlights, and my

shadow.  And, as I walk along the old

song “Me and My Shadow” goes

through my mind over and over and over

again.

One of the first things I noticed about

my shadow was that it was double in

some instances.  If the light is shining

just right, you will see two of your own

images walking alongside you!  One is

short, the other long.  They move around

on the street like live characters and are

good walking companions!  At least they

can divert your attention to watching

them as they change their shapes and

come and go.

Then I began to observe the way my

shadow behaved when I was approach-

ing a street light and when I was walking

away from one.  Fascinating!  When the

light is behind you, your shadow forms

in front of you and then begins to length-

en as you walk away from the light.  It

begins as quite bold in its presence on

the ground, and then, as it lengthens out

as you walk further from the light, it

becomes more and more dim until the

darkness eventually swallows it com-

pletely and it disappears.  

On the other hand, if you are walking

toward the light, the shadow begins long,

thin, and dim behind you and then grows

shorter and shorter, more and more defi-

nite until under the source of the light, it

disappears almost completely.  You stand

in a “puddle” of a shadow, non-descript

and unrecognizable, when you are direct-

ly under the light.  But then, when you

walk on, the phenomenon of lengthening

in front of you begins all over again until

it finally disappears into the darkness that

surrounds you.

It occurs to me that this is indeed a

living parable of our relationship to

Christ, the Light of the World.  When we

are moving away from the light of

Christ, at first our own self-importance

seems to be fairly strong, just like our

bold shadow.  But the further from the

Light we stray, our own image and being

becomes more and

more dim until it is

totally lost in the

darkness that is out-

side the Light. We

have no definition

apart from the Light!

We have no lasting

influence apart from

the Light!  When we

“forget Him and

wander away” we weaken our very being

until we become nothing more than an

image swallowed up by the darkness

itself.  (Remember the Prodigal Son!)

On the other hand, if we are living our

life with our face pointed toward the

Light of the World and moving intention-

ally in Christ’s direction then our true

self is growing stronger and stronger.

Just as our shadow grows shorter and

more definite as we approach the street

lamp, our very being grows less self-

absorbed and stronger because of the true

Light taking over.  And when we stand

fully in His light, our old self becomes a

“puddle” at our feet and our new identity

is in oneness with the Light.  It is in that

moment when we truly become who we

were created to be – a Christ follower

with our spirit so united with his spirit

that we are at one with him and our iden-

tity is his identity.

The gospel hymn writer put it this

way –

“Walk in the light, the beautiful light

Come where the dewdrops of mercy

shine bright,

Shine all around me by day and by

night,

Jesus, the Light of the World.”

It is my prayer for myself and all of

us that we learn to “Walk in the Light”.

May we be ever moving toward the

Light of the World until we come to be at

one with Him and with His Kingdom.  It

will be in that day that “all will be right

with the world.” It is a journey upon

which we all must eventually embark or

lose ourselves to darkness completely.

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson  
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ON THE JOURNEY

Shadows

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

St. Mark United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge hosted a Youth Summit for
nearly 400 students ranging from fourth
grade through college on Oct. 14. The
statewide conference was sponsored by
African American United Methodist
Pastors United for Christ.

Rev. Arnold Brown, Sr. of Neely UMC
and Rev. Erica R. Jenkins of Thomas UMC
served as moderators for the summit which
featured music, educational performances,
speakers, panel discussions and forums for
youth and parents.

Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark

UMC,  and Baton Rouge District
Superintendent Rev. Ralph Ford welcomed
participants. Rev. Darlene A. Moore of St.
Mark UMC in Opelousas designed the
worship program and served as co-chair of
the Worship Committee with Rev. Robert
Johnson of Calvary-Magnolia UMC in
Thibodaux. 

Breakout sessions included information
from United Methodist ministers and
experts from schools, community organiza-
tions and state facilities on self-identity
problems, bullying, child abuse, healthy
eating habits and abstinence.    

In Memoriam
Percy Chiasson
August 10, 2011

“Stepping Up For Jesus” participants from Warren UMC in Lake Charles includ-
ed, front row, Anthony Hawkins and Devin A. Booker, and  back row, D’onte Iles,
Freddie Vezia, Raven Dobbins, Meghan Richard and Thomas Bell, Jr.
AAUMPUC leaders included Rev. Robert Johnson, Rev. Darlene A. Moore, Rev.
Arnold Brown, Sr., Rev. Clifton Conrad and Rev. Linda Joseph.

‘Stepping Up For Jesus’ youth summit held



The Louisiana Conference, through the
Conference Board of Discipleship and the
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer-
ing a FREE online service in the area of
worship. This nationwide service is direct-
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as
consultant to our Conference Worship
Committee for the 2011 Annual
Conference session. She has been invited
back to assist with the 2012 Conference
session, as well. Dr. McFee is a nationally
known worship leader who coordinated
worship at the 2008 General Conference
session, and who will guide worship at the
General Conference session in 2012.

Through Worship Design Studio, local

churches will get worship planning help for
every season of the liturgical year. Dr.
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of
interviews with nationally-known preach-
ers, music directors and visual artists in
advance of each liturgical season. They will
talk about the upcoming season and brain-
storm various thematic ideas to help get
your worship team jump-started in their
planning. Marcia will post ideas and mate-
rials with the PODcast. The year-long sub-
scription also includes a 60-page Worship
Design Notebook to guide you step-by-step
through the process.

Another free service through the Studio
includes short video learning sessions post-

ed by Marcia on topics related to worship
design and leadership that you can use to
start great discussions with your worship
team.

The 2011-2012 year of this free service
begins with the season of Advent. The cost
of this opportunity would normally be $350
per year for each congregation. The
Louisiana Conference is providing this to
you at no charge for the coming year. 

To register, please email the Conference
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An
access code and directions for entering the
system will be sent to you.
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Emily Hatcher, 26, is working overtime
to find a job.

She keeps a strict schedule. On Monday,
Wednesday and Friday she spends six to
eight hours applying for jobs. The other
days of the week, she sharpens her skills by
taking computer classes online and net-
working. 

The college graduate with a degree in
early childhood education works as a
babysitter and a substitute schoolteacher.

“I put maybe 200 résumés in before I
actually get a call,” says the pretty, quiet
young woman, dressed for success in dark
sweater, skirt and sensible shoes, attending
RUMC Job Networking, a ministry of
Roswell United Methodist Church.

“Most of the girls I know are nannies,
looking for other jobs,” she says. “It is dif-
ficult because of the economy. I know a lot
of people my age are looking for other jobs
not in their field.”

Hatcher is part of a job-networking
group that meets at the church every other
Monday.

The table host for the 21/29 group is
Mark Reynolds, 26, who has been a mem-
ber of the church all his life. As he puts it,
“I started out in the babies’ class.”

Katherine Simons, coordinator of the
job-networking ministry, approached
Reynolds about starting a group for young

job seekers last year. “She said she thought
the need was pretty dire,” Reynolds recalls.

He says one of the first lessons he
learned was “to manage people’s expecta-
tions.”

Young people coming into the church
have degrees from schools like Penn State,
Georgia State, Tennessee, Colorado,
Vanderbilt and Boston – even Harvard.

“A young woman came in last week,
and she has an MBA from Penn State,”
Reynolds says. “An MBA from Penn State
is considered one of the best in the nation.”

Still, she has not been able to find a job. 
“Some of her confidence has been shat-

tered; some of her ability to portray herself
in the best light has been shattered,”
Reynolds says. “The job I have and the job
others here have is to restore some of that
confidence and introduce her to Christ and
a faith-based confidence, rather than skills
and talents-based confidence.”

It is his job to remind her that her poten-
tial is just as high as it was when she grad-
uated.

Juanita V. Pierre, 24, just graduated with
dual degrees in accounting and Spanish. In
college, she focused all her energy and
time on making good grades. She expected
to graduate, get a job and start her life.

Now, like many young graduates, she is
living back at home with her family. She

values the time she has now to reconnect
with her family, but her dream is to be a
forensics accountant working with the FBI
or the IRS.

“I know how strong I am, and I believe
in myself,” she says. “I am hard working,
and they are going to see that. They are
going to hire me. I feel like maybe in the
next six months, hopefully, I will get exact-
ly what I am looking for.”

David Hampe, 25, just graduated with a
degree in civil engineering. He has a part-
time job at the school from which he grad-
uated but is coming to Roswell to “launch
my career right the first time.” He says he
is technically homeless. All his stuff is
packed in boxes, and he lives at his sister’s
house during the week and goes to his par-
ents’ home on the weekends.

“Nobody is designed to go through this
job search on their own, to go through life
on their own in general,” he says. The
21/29 group gives him accountability with
people his age and introduces him to a new
group of professionals outside the range of
his normal group of friends.

“When you build and establish a rela-
tionship with people who are in a job
search with you, you build a bond of peo-
ple who care and are willing to pay it for-
ward to help everyone out until everyone in
the group is hired,” he says.

Hatcher says everyone told her to go to
Roswell United Methodist Church to join
the job-networking ministry.

“I have actually gotten more interviews
through their job postings than other job
postings. Instead of just going online and
applying for jobs, I have had a lot more
contacts through career networking,” she
says.

“A lot of people find their identity in
their job,” she adds, “especially when you
are young and trying to find your fit. I
think a lot of people think their career is
who they are.”

That’s where faith steps in, she says.
“We talk about that at RUMC, that you

are God’s workmanship, that he created
you with special qualities and spiritual
gifts. He is going to use those as long as
you know who you are and you use them
in the best way you can.”

Hatcher, her older sister and brother –
all in their 20s – are living at home with
their single mom, who is caretaker for her
mother. Hatcher feels blessed to have her
family, and she knows God will take care
of her.

“I just keep applying, keep looking, and
I think the economy is going to get better.
That’s my hope. I think there will be a lot
more jobs created.”

Online service offers free worship planning help to conference churches

Young job seekers find inspiration, help through networking ministry

Mark Reynolds, 26, is table host for a job seekers ministry at Roswell (Ga.) United Methodist Church. Table leaders share Bible scriptures and encourage job seekers
to make God part of their job search. There are currently 53 young people who are part of the group. Job seekers Emily Hatcher, right, and Clay Redmond look
through the Attire for Hire boutique to select business suits for job interviews. The closet is set in a Sunday school classroom. UMNS photos by Kathleen Barry



4 NoVeMBeR 11, 2011
Louisiana Conference Now!

University United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge held a Harvest Festival on
Oct. 30 from 4-6 p.m. The festivities were
enjoyed by members of the surrounding
community--as well as children participat-
ing in the church-sponsored Kids Hope
mentoring program at a local elementary

school. Trunk-or-treating, face painting,
spacewalks, games, crafts and games were
featured. Guests enjoyed hot dogs and
treats from a Bake Sale. Revelers are
shown line dancing in the back parking lot
of the church, where the event was held.

The United
Methodist
Foundation of
Louisiana
announced that Dr.
Kenneth Reed, its
senior clergy advi-
sor, is returning to
local church service
to pastor the
Greensburg United
Methodist Church.

“I have enjoyed my 21 years here and
will miss the Foundation work, but it’s

time for me to move to a new chapter in
my life,” Reed said.

Reed began his career at the
Foundation in 1990 after then Bishop
William Oden asked him to serve as exec-
utive director. He served an eight-year
term in that capacity before retiring to
part-time status as senior clergy advisor in
1998.

During Reed’s tenure, the Foundation’s
managed assets grew from $12.8 million
to $84.3 million. He also assisted in
scores of capital and annual campaigns
and preached in more than 250 pulpits,

which he continued with his part time sta-
tus.

Probably Dr. Reed’s most substantial
legacy came about as a relationship he
developed with Jesse Stafford of
Ponchatoula. Stafford left a multi-million
dollar bequest to the Foundation that put
the Foundation in a sound financial posi-
tion and enabled it to be generous in
granting large amounts of money to wor-
thy causes all over Louisiana. 

Prior to his service at the Foundation,
Dr. Reed ministered multiple churches in
the Louisiana Annual Conference, includ-

ing Broadmoor United Methodist Church
of Baton Rouge for six years. He also has
served twice as District Superintendent of
the Baton Rouge District.

“We are grateful to Ken for his many
years of service and the legacies he leaves
behind. He has been a true asset to the
Foundation, and will be missed,” said Rob
Fairly, President/CEO of the Foundation.

Foundation staff celebrated Dr. Reed’s
service and friendship at a luncheon on
Thursday, October 27 at the City Club of
Baton Rouge.

Reed retires from UM Foundation of La., moves to local church service

Dr. Kenneth
Reed

Once a month, the United Methodist Women (UMW) of Belle Chasse United Methodist Church hosts a luncheon for seniors. Each luncheon has a theme with decora-
tions and the UMW ladies wear something related to the theme. This month’s theme was “Favorite Football Team” (Predominantly the Saints and one for LSU). Door
prizes are always well received by the guests, which usually average 28 in attendance. The luncheons have been a great social outreach. At one luncheon, there were
three ladies attending that have been friends for many years, but that had not been together in two years.

Belle Chasse UMC hosts monthly luncheon for community seniors

First UMC in Logansport collected $850 for the Louisiana Methodist Children’s
Home during its 2011 Vacation Bible School. The money was presented to Kate
Williams of the Children’s Home on October 16. Williams also gave the children’s
sermon during worship, making the connection for the children between scrip-
ture and how they were following Jesus’ instructions by donating their offerings
to children in need. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to make a
personal connection with where their offerings were going, as well as a teaching
opportunity which provided an understanding of the real purpose of giving.

First UMC - Logansport

University UMC - Baton Rouge
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The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
in collaboration with the United Nations
Foundation, has given a $3 million grant to
the Imagine No Malaria campaign of The
United Methodist Church. 

Pittsburgh Area Bishop Thomas
Bickerton, the campaign’s spokesperson,
said the grant would provide administrative
support to help the church reach its $75
million fundraising goal. To date, more
than $15 million has been raised for
Imagine No Malaria.

“It gives us a boost in the next phase of
the campaign,” Bickerton said.

The Rev. Larry Hollon, top staff execu-
tive of United Methodist Communications,
which administers Imagine No Malaria,
explained that the gift “will allow us to
pursue our renewed strategy to present
Imagine No Malaria to the annual (region-
al) conferences and local churches with
new energy and with staff support (and)
help us to follow through on philanthropic
gifts.”

Tangible results on the ground in Africa,
Bickerton said, will include expanded work
in Angola and Zimbabwe and replicating

the successful model developed in Sierra
Leone. “We’re really expanding our imple-
mentation across the continent,” he
explained.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo
— an area Bickerton calls “the heartbeat of
malaria” – the church has cooperated infor-
mally with UNICEF and is negotiating to
work with various organizations in remote
sections of the country. “You talk about the
church going where the road ends, we have
hospitals and clinics with no roads to them
in Congo,” he said.

When Bickerton told a meeting of the
United Methodist Council of Bishops Nov.
2 about the $3 million grant, Sierra Leone
Area Bishop John K. Yambasu applauded
the church’s efforts against the No. 1 killer
of children in Africa. “The United
Methodist Church is providing armor in
this fight against the killer disease we call
malaria,” he said.

Grassroots participation

For Shannon Trilli, director of the
malaria initiative of the United Methodist
Committee on Relief, the active participa-
tion of the African bishops and their church

members is what makes the campaign
unique.

Since 2008, the United Methodist annu-
al (regional) conferences in Africa have
strived to create health boards that provide
both a sense of ownership and mechanisms
for accountability.

“They (health boards) already are per-
forming at extremely high levels,” Trilli
said. “Their programs have results that are
comparable, if not better, than any agencies
out there.”

Faith-based organizations also have peo-
ple and infrastructure in remote communi-
ties that other organizations can’t reach, she
pointed out. Because these organizations
are trusted, communities are more willing
to absorb information about malaria-pre-
vention techniques.

This credibility has led to attention from
groups working on international health
issues, such as the Gates and U.N. founda-
tions.

“We’re seen across the world as a pretty
integral part of this whole thing because of
the delivery system the church provides,”
Bickerton said.

Progress against deaths

Imagine No Malaria was the only faith-
based group to be invited to the Oct. 18
Malaria Forum sponsored by the Gates
Foundation, where Melinda Gates saluted
Bickerton and the Imagine No Malaria
Campaign.

What is exciting to Bickerton, he said, is
the progress made against malaria deaths
over the past few years. A child now dies
of malaria in Africa every 45 seconds
instead of every 30 seconds, he said, and
the annual number of deaths worldwide —
already on the decrease — is projected to
drop from 800,000 in 2010 to 100,000 in
2015.

Initiated by the 2008 United Methodist
General Conference, the components of
Imagine No Malaria include a fundraising
campaign goal of $75 million, public poli-
cy advocacy for funds, research and treat-
ment, and the creation of a sustainable
health infrastructure in Africa — where the
malaria burden is greatest — as well as
training health workers and distributing bed
nets and medications.

Sierra Leonian volunteers with the United Methodist Church’s Imagine No Malaria campaign hang a mosquito net at a home in Koribondo Village near Bo, Sierra
Leone, in this December 2010 file photo. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has approved a $3 million grant for Imagine No Malaria. John Amara tries to cool his
son’s fever with a makeshift fan at the United Methodist Church’s Kissy Hospital outside Freetown, Sierra Leone, in this December 2010 file photo. Henry Peter Amara,
16 months, is suffering from malaria, which is common and many times fatal among children in the impoverished neighborhood that Kissy serves.  UMNS file photos
by Mike DuBose.

Imagine No Malaria receives $3 million grant from Gates Foundation

First United Methodist Church, 930
North Blvd. in Baton Rouge, will hold
a “Christmas in November” sale Nov.
11 and 12 in the church’s gymnasi-
um. All items are made by women
who participate in United Methodist
sponsored micro-industries in
Cambodia. By producing products
and selling them, these women are
building economic self-sufficiency.
The proceeds from the sale return to
help the craftswomen grow their
business. In addition, 19 college
scholarships have been provided to
young people in Cambodia. The sale
is from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Friday and
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturday.

Christmas in November event features gift items made by Cambodians



United Methodist bishops voted over-
whelmingly Nov. 1 in favor of proposals to
restructure the denomination and redistrib-
ute up to $60 million in church funds.

The vote specifically endorsed a letter,
titled “For the Sake of a New World, We
See a New Church: A Call to Action,”
detailing changes — some requiring action
by General Conference, some not.

“We see a new church,” the bishops’ let-
ter says. “It is a church that is clear about
its mission and confident about its future, a
church that is always reaching out, inviting,
alive, agile and resilient.” It asks all United
Methodists to “work to do the ‘new thing’
God intends for our church and discover
the path God is making for our future.”

The Council of Bishops’ vote came as
part of the multiyear Call to Action
process, which aims to reverse decades of
declining membership and financial giving
in the United States and to increase congre-
gational vitality. 

With their vote, the bishops endorsed
the proposed consolidation of nine of the
denomination’s 13 general agencies into a
new United Methodist Center for
Connectional Mission and Ministry.
Legislation submitted to General
Conference by the Connectional Table calls
for the center to have a 15-member board
of directors accountable to a 45-member
advisory board called the General Council
for Strategy and Oversight. The council
would replace the Connectional Table,
which coordinates the denomination’s mis-
sion, ministries and resources.

The vote came after two days of discus-
sions among the bishops in private conver-
sations, small groups and plenary sessions.
Even as many bishops stood up to com-
mend the letter, they also said there were
parts they would tweak if they could. “I
don’t agree with everything” was a fre-
quent refrain.

However, many bishops insisted The
United Methodist Church needs some kind
of reform.

Iowa Area Bishop Julius C. Trimble
likened the letter to a GPS that can guide
drivers toward their destination even if it
doesn’t always get them to the exact
address. 

“We cannot get where we want to go
without some form of a GPS, and we cer-
tainly aren’t going to get close without
leaving the house,” Trimble told his col-
leagues to murmurs of agreement.

Bishops also acknowledged that General
Conference, the denomination’s top law-
making body, likely would alter the legisla-
tion. General Conference will next convene
April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla.
What the bishops endorsed

The Council of Bishops and
Connectional Table initiated the Call to
Action process “to reorder the life of the
church” two years ago in the wake of the
2008 global economic crisis.

At its November 2010 meeting, the
council endorsed the Call to Action recom-
mendations and the “adaptive challenge” to
redirect resources toward fostering vital
congregations. The suggested structural
changes the bishops took up this year origi-
nated with the Interim Operations Team, a

group of eight laity and clergy working
with denominational leadership to imple-
ment the Call to Action recommendations.

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory V. Palmer,
the Interim Operations Team convener,
asked the bishops to “embrace and affirm”
the team’s work.

In showing their approval, he said the
bishops would be showing “our commit-
ment to lead the church” and use the
changes as “instruments in service to vision
and mission.” 

Palmer also stressed that more than 50
percent of the work the bishops need to do
to foster vital congregations does not
require General Conference legislation.

Bishops do not vote at General
Conference, nor do they address the assem-
bly on legislative matters without special
permission. However, there are no limits on
conversa-
tions with
delegates
and other
church
members
outside the
sessions. 

In addi-
tion to
endorsing
restructur-
ing and
allowing
the redistri-
bution of
up to $60
million in
general
church
funds, the
bishops, in
the letter,
urge
General
Conference
to give
annual con-
ferences
more free-
dom in how
they organize, allow the election of a non-
residential bishop to serve as president of
the Council of Bishops and provide support
for collecting consistent information from
all annual conferences about their financial
practices. 

The council said it favors adopting
stronger and more transparent measures
and procedures for the accountability of
bishops. The bishops also said they would
work with appropriate general church
offices, seminary leadership and annual
conference boards of ordained ministry to
strengthen support for United Methodist
seminaries, address curriculum require-
ments and clarify expectations.

The bishops said their annual confer-
ences will strive to improve “recruitment
and support of the most fruitful and effec-
tive young clergy” and strengthen clergy
recruitment, formation and the appointment
process to improve vitality. 
Bishops voice concerns

The bishops’ vote, by a show of hands,
included a handful of “no” votes. The dis-

senting voices included Denver Area
Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky.

After the vote, she said she would have
preferred that the bishops could have regis-
tered their support for each legislative pro-
posal individually. Her motion during the
meeting to allow that failed.

She also would have preferred more
conversation about the proposed Center for
Connectional Mission and Ministry. “I
think a certain amount of humility and
doubt about what we do is appropriate,”
she said. 

Still, she said she would support the
action of the Council of Bishops and thinks
the Interim Operations Team is trying to
lead the denomination in the right direc-
tion. 

Other bishops also voiced concerns,
while some doubted how much effect the

changes, if
adopted,
would have.

Pittsburgh
Area Bishop
Thomas J.
Bickerton
asked what
essential
functions
would be lost
if $60 mil-
lion that
would ordi-
narily go to
general agen-
cies over the
next four
years would
be redistrib-
uted.

The pro-
posed legis-
lation would
authorize the
board of the
newly creat-
ed center to
allocate $5
million to
theological

education in central conferences outside the
United States, $5 million for young peo-
ple’s lay leadership development, and $50
million for recruiting and training United
Methodist ministerial students under the
age of 35 and increasing vital congrega-
tions.

The Rev. Karen Greenwaldt, the Board
of Discipleship’s top executive, told the
council it is not yet clear exactly what the
impact would be on ministries of the gener-
al agencies. 

The impact could be severe. Agencies
already face a more than 6 percent cut in
their funding under the 2013-16 budget of
$603 million, which the General Council
on Finance and Administration has submit-
ted to General Conference. Potentially, the
redistribution could mean an additional loss
in funding of almost 10 percent. 

“The list (of possible cuts in program-
ming) is long and extensive, and, depend-
ing on priorities and decisions made by
folks after General Conference, we would
have to make those very critical decisions,”

Greenwaldt said, referring to her own
agency’s work.

East Angola Area Bishop Jose
Quipungo does not expect the proposed
restructuring to have much effect on the
central conferences – church regions in
Africa, Europe and the Philippines.
However, he said, “It is good for us to rec-
ognize we are not perfect, but the people
called Methodist are working toward per-
fection.”

A number of bishops said they felt they
could put the funds to better use at the
annual conference and local church level.

After the vote, Washington Area Bishop
John R. Schol – who leads the bishops’
Vital Congregations Initiative – said he
thinks overall the changes will better align
the denomination to support vital congrega-
tions. 

“Those are the congregations that are
growing over time, reaching out to their
communities, and they are engaging more
of their laity in ministry,” he said.

“Some of the changes we talked about
today are legislative, but there’s far more
change that’s really about leadership at all
levels of the church – bishops, general
agency staff, local congregations – all
beginning to say we’re going to do some-
thing different,” he said.

In their letter, the bishops urge General
Conference to:

Give annual conferences freedom to
organize their structures for greater fruitful-
ness.

Permit the mid-quadrennium realloca-
tion of up to $60 million from the general
church funds for creating and increasing
vital congregations.

Provide for the Council of Bishops to
elect a non-residential bishop as council
president to help reform the council and
focus its energies on core challenges.

Create a United Methodist Center for
Connectional Mission and Ministry under
one board of directors to combine the func-
tions of the Connectional Table and nine
general agencies: the Board of Church and
Society, Board of Global Ministries, Board
of Discipleship, Board of Higher Education
and Ministry, Commission on Archives and
History, Council on Finance and
Administration, Commission on Religion
and Race, Commission on the Status and
Role of Women and United Methodist
Communications (which operates United
Methodist News Service). The work would
be organized into offices of shared services,
congregational vitality, leadership excel-
lence, missional engagement, and justice
and reconciliation.

Move the functions of the church’s ecu-
menical agency, the Commission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious
Concerns, to an office of the Council of
Bishops.

Set aside United Methodist Women and
United Methodist Men as self-funded, offi-
cial membership-based organizations.

Provide a support system for collecting
consistent information for all annual con-
ferences about financial practices and rec-
ommend to bishops and others strategies
for reducing costs and increasing effective-
ness.
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Council of Bishops voted Nov. 1 to endorse church restructure proposals 

Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa pins an IOT proposal on the chart

at Council of Bishops at Lake Junaluska, N.C. A UMNS photo

by Ronny Perry



On Oct. 29, First United Methodist
Church in Baton Rouge hosted nearly 80
people of faith in a move to build a group
of advocates for reducing violence in
Louisiana’s homes. Called “Restoring
Justice: People of Faith Uniting to End
Domestic Violence,” the all-day conference
was sponsored by the Louisiana Annual
Conference’s Board of Church and Society,
United Methodist Women, and United
Methodist Men. 

Panelist Martha Forbes, Executive
Director of Capital Area Family Violence
Intervention Center (CAFVIC),  told atten-
dees that Louisiana is number two in the
nation for murders of women by their
domestic partners (Our state has been in
the top five in this statistic since 1970).
Summer Steib, training director for
CAFVIC, said that one in four women will
be a domestic violence victim during her
lifetime.  Steib asked attendees to think of
four women who they are closest to and
then asked, “Which of these four would
you allow to be victimized without speak-
ing up to protect and defend that girl or
woman?”  Southern professor Juan
Barthelmy elaborated that domestic vio-
lence is no respecter of gender. Men, as
well as children and women, are victims.
Members of every social class, socio-eco-
nomic status or religious preference are
victims.  People we care most deeply
about, along with our neighbors, are vic-
tims or survivors of domestic violence.  

GBCS conference consultants and advo-
cacy leaders Linda Bales Todd and Dr. Bill
Mefford suggested during the afternoon
working-session-by-district, that works of
mercy, important as they are, must be
undergirded by works of justice in order to
create a movement to stop domestic vio-
lence. It’s no longer enough, for example,
to provide toiletries to one of the 20 shel-
ters in the state. Louisiana’s clergy and

laity must unite with professionals and oth-
ers to take concrete steps for restorative
justice, they said.  Dr. Mefford asked,
“How will Louisiana be different a year
from now because of this conference.”  

As a member of the Conference Board
of Church and Society and its restorative
justice chair, I personally urge each deacon,

each elder and each local pastor in our
Annual Conference to commit to preach
against domestic violence. The General
Board of Church and Society provides a
resource “preaching to save lives
www.umc-gbcs.org. Click “topic” and go
to “domestic violence.” 

Participants at the restorative justice
event brainstormed on practical advocacy
steps, coming up with ideas like continuing

to build and strengthen relationships
between our congregants and the Louisiana
Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(www.lcadv.org); educating congregations
with the use of resources like the DVD “I
Believe You,” produced by DIVA
Communications; addressing teen dating
violence in youth church programs and

providing self-esteem building workshops
for girls; educating and advocating from
the pulpit;  strengthening the connection
between local churches and local shelters;
coordinating advocacy efforts through the
district superintendents; and holding dis-
trict-wide candle-light vigils in cooperation
with their area shelters.

To quote Board of Church and Society
Chair, Rev. James Graham, “The

Conference was indeed worthy of our call-
ing to serve the present age.” Rev.
Bernadine Johnson echoed the same.  In
her expression of thanks to all program
participants and attendees, UMW president
Edna Hickman affirmed, “This is only the
beginning. We can’t stop now!”  Rev.
Anice Moses, who led the morning devo-
tion and was assisted by Rev. Darlene
Moore, artist, along with Rev. Dr. Martha
Orphe and her liturgical dance troupe, relat-
ed the anticipated movement against
domestic violence to the Song of Miriam
and the Israelites’ freedom from slavery
(Ex. 15:20-1).  A connection was also made
with the Civil Rights Movement. 

Violence survivor Christine Oliveaux,
employee of the battered women’s program
for Ouachita Parish, shared her story with
participants. Rev. Johnson, who served as
panel moderator, asked Oliveaux, “What
did the Church do to help you?” Oliveaux
said, “They told me they would pray for
me.”  Shortly thereafter, one of her family
members was murdered.

Rev. Wayne Evans, pastor of First UMC
in DeRidder, said, “We the Church must . .
. assist those harmed by this epidemic.  We
can do something . . . as simple as taking
business cards with the phone number of a
shelter and putting them” in women’s rest-
rooms in our churches.  Bishop William
Hutchinson said, “We as United Methodists
. . . are committed to do justice, to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with our
God. I pray you will find new ways to
address [the issue of domestic violence,
along with restorative justice, and poverty]
and will leave this gathering with new
resolve to be agents of change and mercy. “

At the conference I was asked a pointed
question by a survivor, “Who is responsible
for the inmate that gets out [of prison] and
escapes and goes back and kills again?
Who is held accountable for this?” 

I had to think about it.  Then I told her,
“I am.”

Conference-wide event addresses role of the church in restoring justice
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Nolley United Methodist Church in the Alexandria District recently sponsored a fun-filled ‘Trunk-or-Treat’ for the community. Costumes ranged from scary to
comical and the decorated trunks boasted many themes, such as the trunk, above right, toasting the nationally ranked LSU Tiger football team.

Shown at the recent Restoring Justice: People of Faith Uniting to End Domestic
Violence conference are, standing, Margery Manuel, Kathleen Conrad, Rev.
Darlene Moore, Juanita Lagarde, Roy Hawkins and, seated, Lillian Dominique,
Noreen Ventress and Bartimus Thymes.

Nolley United Methodist Church, Alexandria District, hosts community-wide ‘Trunk or Treat’  

BY PAT BATES



(225) 346-1535  (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org

Year End Gifts
The Year is Almost Over

If you haven’t reached your charitable goals yet 
this year, we can help.

Request or download our end of year gifts 
brochure and learn the many ways to make a gift 
to your United Methodist Church without dipping 
into savings.

Best of all, you will be supporting 
the ministries you love while 
enjoying tax benefi ts on this 
year’s return and well into 
the future. 

Get our end of year gifts brochure —
One for yourself or more for your church!
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Visitors at Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Shreveport fill the food court area at the church’s Neighborhood Block Party on Oct. 30. This annual outreach
event, which just celebrated its sixth year, invites the entire Shreveport-Bossier City community to the church for an evening of fun and fellowship.

Primetimers programs
target older adults

If you are not familiar with
Primetimers, it is an excellent program
within the General Board of Global
Ministries which offers educational and
mission service for older adults. The events
are 5-10 days long. For more information,
visit www.primetimer.info Listed below
are the dates and places for 2012.  

World Beat Connection — Jamaica

(Event Code WBCJ12)
Event Host:
Methodist Church in the Caribbean and

the Americas
Methodist Manor, P.O. Box 22
Browns Town, Jamaica
Event Date:
February 11-18, 2012
Cost Per Person:
$1,000 – includes housing, meals, local

transportation, supplemental accident
insurance, entrance fees, Global Ministries
administrative fee, and music. Participants
are responsible for the cost of their trans-
portation to and from the event.

The Way of the Cross

(Event Code WC12)
Event Host:
Methodist Border Friendship

Commission
c/o First United Methodist Church
4200 N. McColl
McAllen, TX 78504
Event Date:
March 18-25, 2012
Cost Per Person:
$1,000 – includes housing, meals, local

transportation, supplemental accident
insurance, project fee, and Global
Ministries administrative fee. Participants
are responsible for their own transportation
to and from the event.


