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EditorHenning Memorial United Methodist
Church of Sulphur recently completed a
medical mission trip to Soyapango, San
Salvador, El Salvador.

The medical clinic was held at La
Iglesia Metodista •Vida NuevaŽ, the sister
church of Henning Memorial UMC.

Doctors examined and treated 2,195
patients and performed some minor surger-
ies. The pharmacy filled 8,231 prescrip-
tions. Two hundred forty five patients were
treated through the dental clinic, 1,084
patients received prescription or reading
glasses. All of the patients received sun-
glasses.

Henning•s •Heaven BoundŽ puppet
team performed every day and conducted a
Vacation Bible School for the children.

La Iglesia Metodista •Vida NuevaŽ has
been renting the property where the church
is located for 12 years. Henning Memorial
UMC recently donated money to the El
Salvador Conference to purchase the prop-
erty at this location.

The 25 members of the medical team
represented Henning Memorial UMC;
Wesley UMC; Iowa UMC; Sulphur Church
of Christ; Lake Charles 7th Day Adventist;
Clear Lake, Texas Baptist Church; and
Sulphur Pentecostal Church.

The Louisiana Methodist Children•s
Home will sponsor a Breakfast Awareness
Event on Sept. 23 at the Heymann Center on
South College Road in Lafayette. Attendance
at the event, which will be held from 7:30-
8:45 a.m., is free and open to the public.

Sen. Randy Ewing will serve as Master
of Ceremonies. The audience will also hear

from Terrel DeVille, director of the chil-
dren•s home, and from a former resident at
the facility.

DeVille will share details about plans for
a new facility in Sulphur, La.

For more information about the event,
contact Douglas Hall at (985) 860-5247 or
(866) 255-5830.

We are looking for current contact infor-
mation on the following clergy on honor-
able location: Rev. Clayton Bennett, Rev.
Richard Hebert, Rev. James
Hengestenberg, Rev. Horace Holley, Rev.
George Martin, Rev. Richard Neuendorffer,
and Rev. Homer Singleton.

We also need updated contact informa-
tion on Rev. Karen Albano, Rev. Brenda

Layman, Rev. Bruce Layman, Rev. Lynn
Merrill, Rev. Reginald Munson, Rev.
Ronald George Ramke, Rev. Joe Rice, and
Rev. James Antry Richardson, Jr.

If you know a current mailing address,
email address or telephone number for any
of those listed, please send it to
johnedd@bellsout.net or call John Edd at
(225) 346-1646.

•This is the first time in the 60 year his-
tory of The Foundation for Evangelism that
an active bishop will serve as the Episcopal
Leader of the organization. We are blessed
to have Bishop Hutchinson accept this lead-
ership role!Ž said Lane Rees, Board Chair,
following the announcement that Bishop
William Hutchinson will formally join the
Foundation in January 2009.

Bishop Hutchinson will follow Bishop
Richard Looney who has served for eight
years as Episcopal Director. •The
Foundation is itself a functioning example
of the focus to provide venture capital for
the development of leaders with a passion
for evangelism who will have a multiplying
impact on our beloved denomination with

successful programs such as the Timothy
Scholars and Denman Fellows already in
place,Ž said Bishop Hutchinson upon
accepting the position. •I am so pleased to
help lead this organization in its continued
efforts to raise up generations of leaders
with a passion for evangelism.Ž
The Foundation for Evangelism is an affili-
ate of The General Board of Discipleship of
The United Methodist Church. With head-
quarters located in Western North Carolina,
the Foundation provides more than $2.7
million in grants to United Methodist
organizations. These grants include the 15
E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism
located at 10 U.S. seminaries as well as
seminaries in Africa, Germany and Russia.

Bishop William W. Hutchinson and his wife Kay visit with Rev. Danny Gleason and Dr.
Terrel Brown at Jurisdictional Conference. Hutchinson serves as Episcopal leader for
the La. Conference and the Foundation for Evangelism.

Hutchinson to lead national foundation

Children•s Home event slated Sept. 23

We need your help in finding our clergy
Henning Memorial UMC

Dr. Scott Bergstedt examines a child in El Salvador during a recent medical mission led
by Henning Memorial United Methodist Church in Sulphur, La.

Sept. 23-25, 2008
SHREVEPORT, LA

First UMC

Leadership and
Effective
Management
Conference

Having trouble putting
the church puzzle pieces
together?
Come and learn from:
Major church leadership experts
Workshops on local church
management issues
Networking with your peers

How do I make good decisions in
the context of my leadership role?"
"I need help managing my staff!"
"How do I deal with the financial
management of my church?"

These and hundreds of other questions are press-
ing heavily on pastors and church
leaders all across America today.The changes in
our culture and our institutional
relationships necessitate a different mode of struc-
turing our churches in order to do
effective ministry.
Leadership and management issues become cru-
cial to keeping the faith community
functioning well and continuing to reach new peo-
ple for Christ.

Join us in Shreveport to learn how to deal
with these major issues
church leaders are facing today!

Conference Speakers and Leaders:

Bishop Robert Schnase Dr. BobWhitesel
Claudia Lavy David Wetzler
Rev. Jessica Moffatt Seay Dr. Everett Piper
Dr.TimWalker Dr. David Trickett
Dr. Brian Bauknight

Presented by

To register online visit www.leadershipnexus.net



Some years ago, Joe Burke participated
in a life-changing bible study of Mark 10,
which recounts the time when the apostles
James and John asked Jesus for special
treatment. •That day my faith changed,Ž he
said. •I realized that I am to serve, not to
be served.Ž

Burke has carried this attitude through
the last three years of his work with the
Louisiana Conference disaster recovery
ministry, where he has served in numerous
capacities and is the longest serving
employee. Darryl Tate, who heads up the
ministry, brought Burke on board as the
first staff member to be •his right and left
hands.Ž

•He helped us get things started,Ž Tate
explained. •With Joe•s help, we set up the
six stations (from Lake Charles to
Northshore/Slidell). He served as my repre-
sentative to find equipment, set up leases,
and more. He has moved from position to
position as-needed. He has been very

important in this
ministry!Ž

Burke was no
stranger to missions
work, having served
most recently as the
New Orleans
District Volunteer in
Mission (VIM)
coordinator. •I got
involved back in
1995,Ž he said.
•Bishop Solomon
came back from
Africa with a pas-
sion to collect shoes
for barefoot chil-
dren, and that•s
when I got started at
Asbury UMC.Ž

Burke•s home in Gretna sustained only
minor damage during Hurricane Katrina in
August 2005. He lost some shingles, which
took only $100 to repair. •Not having more
damage freed me for ministry,Ž he said.

Burke brings exten-
sive experience to the
disaster response min-
istry from his 27 years
in the US Navy, largely
in managing commis-
saries. He enjoys a
good relationship with
Southeast Station
Manager Dale Kimball,
also a US Navy veter-
an. Burke is currently
operations manager for
the station, and helps
survivors, staff and vol-
unteers. With the sta-
tion staff, he maintains
contact with 29 church-
es in the greater New
Orleans area that con-

tinue to host volunteers.
The Monday morning team volunteer

orientations especially energize Burke. •I
am so touched that people still care,Ž he
said. •These groups give up the comforts of

home and pay their own way to come„
you have to have the love of Jesus!Ž He
proudly shows off a recent video from
Wood•s Chapel Church, Lee•s Summit,
Missouri, which details ministry accom-
plished through Peoples Community
Center (formerly the Uptown Station), in
New Orleans.

Over the past three years, the Louisiana
Conference disaster recovery ministry has
served more than 71,000 people with initial
relief, case management and rebuilding.
Construction includes 731 rebuilds and
4,686 repairs from Lake Charles to New
Orleans to Northshore/Slidell. A recently-
released Report to Donors, •Sustaining
Survivors• Long-Term Recovery,Ž docu-
ments the three-year United Methodist
Response to the Hurricanes of 2005 by
UMCOR partners all along the US Gulf
Coast.

For more information or to volunteer, go
the Louisiana Conference web site, and
access Hurricane Recovery and Lousiana
Hurricane Response.
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The Louisiana Annual Conference is
responding to the need for financial assis-
tance and work teams in flood affected
areas of Iowa.

Thanking the conference for a recent
donation, Bishop Gregory Palmer wrote,
•Your gifts to recovery efforts after this
summer•s tornadoes and flooding reminds
us that God•s people know how to give in
ways that bring balm to the hurting soul.Ž

He added, •Iowans love to respond to
other people•s disasters.Ž In fact, 26 teams
from different parts of the state of Iowa
have come to storm damaged areas of our
state to work with the La. United
Methodist Disaster Response Ministry.
Some of the teams actually hailed from
areas that were flooded in Iowa.

In cooperation with Tom Hazelwood
and the United Methodist Committee on
Relief, a Louisiana team recently returned
from a site visit to Iowa, meeting with
church leadership in the three communities

of Oakville, Marion and Waterloo, Iowa.
•We were there to assess the situation

and find out what we could do to help. We
took a 20-foot trailer full of gutting equip-
ment, power tools, and a generator as a gift
from our conference,Ž said Dale Kimball,
station manager for the Southeast Response
Center of the La. Conference of the UMC
Disaster Response, Inc.. He was not sur-
prised to discover that the United
Methodist churches in the three communi-
ties are the mainstays of the recovery
process in their respective towns.

Rev. Amy Mercer, Deputy Director for
the La. Conference of The UMC Disaster
Response, Inc., said, •Sending Louisiana
teams to Iowa is the next step in our heal-
ing process. This is our opportunity to help
someone else with their tragedy.Ž

Dale Kimball says it well by adding,
•Who better to help a community with
flooded out houses than the people of
Louisiana?Ž

A mission team from the La. Conference of the UMC Disaster Response, Inc. has
returned from Oakville, Iowa where they worked on four homes damaged during recent
flooding. Team leader Dale Kimball directed the repair work, which included electrical
wiring, plumbing, and inside framing of one home. Team members also gutted two
homes and set up for electric service in another home. During the week, the Louisiana
volunteers met with Iowa disaster staff to share ideas on structuring a disaster
response ministry. The team also delivered a shower trailer to Marion, Iowa. This
•visionŽ mission team, made up of skilled and unskilled team members, hopes that
many others from within the Louisiana Conference will make plans to form teams to
send to help our brothers and sisters in Iowa.

Louisiana Conference sends financial aid, teams to Iowa

Burke is longest-serving staff member in disaster response ministry
BY SUSAN J.MEISTER

Joe Burke

MEDIA
LIFE

using technology to breathe life into ministry

TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE

Designed to help church leaders explore
new ways to share God’s word in a digital culture,  

the Media Life Technology Conference  
will offer training in 30 different workshops,  

ranging from worship media to Web design. 

featuring keynote speakers
Len Wilson & Jason Moore

of Midnight Oil Productions

MARCH 13-14, 2009
First United Methodist Church  

in Shreveport, Louisiana

$100 early-bird fee
Registration opens July 1

workshop tracks include

www.fumcshreveport/medialife.com
learn more at
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North Highlands United Methodist
Church in Shreveport was recently the site
of two separate dedications. Retired United
Methodist clergy Rev. Bill McCutcheon
was present for the event, which included
the dedication of a new cross and flame on
the outside of the church sanctuary. Bill
had commissioned the work in memory of
his late wife, Louise McCutcheon.

Bill•s wife, Dorthea, and his three living
children, Doug, Dick and Carol and their
families were welcomed by a host of old
friends. Bill, Louise and their children were
members of North Highlands UMC when

Bill felt the call to go into the ministry.
Bill•s oldest son, Scott, is deceased but was
represented by his family.

A new flag and flag pole were also ded-
icated. Keith Jackson was responsible for
this project, along with Frank Burton and
Bob Funk.

Frank Teller, chair of the Board of
Trustees presented plaques to both Bill and
Keith that will be hung in the sanctuary.
Dr. Burton Blair is the minister at North
Highlands UMC. During Burton•s illness,
Rev. Grady Brittain is the interim pastor.

Hartzell-Mt. Zion United Methodist
Church in Slidell consecrated its new
Family Life Center on Aug. 17, almost
three years after Hurricane Katrina
destroyed the church•s sanctuary and build-
ings.

Rev. Ernest Scott, pastor of Hartzell-Mt.
Zion, greeted over 300 members and
guests that had gathered for the milestone
event. Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New
Orleans District Superintendent, led the

consecration ceremony. New Orleans area
clergy that gathered to assist with the serv-
ice included Revs. Hadley Edwards,
Bethany UMC; John Williams, Aldersgate
UMC; Wybra Price, First UMC in Slidell;
and Lance Eden, First Street PW UMC.
Rev. Freddie Henderson, director of
Disaster Preparedness and former New
Orleans District Superintendent for the
conference, offered the closing prayer.

Members and friends of DeQuincy
United Methodist Church will celebrate its
100 year anniversary Sept. 27-28. An Open
House, scheduled for Sept. 27, will feature
music by Christway Quartet, a gospel
singing group. Refreshments will be served
after the performance in the Fellowship
Hall.

A Celebration Service begins at 10:30
a.m. on Sunday featuring keynote speaker
Rev. Rolly Walker of Douglas United
Methodist Church. A dinner, served in the
gymnasium, will follow the service.

A pencil sketch by Louisiana artist
Keith LaCour features the church sanctuary
that stood prior to 1958. The rendering was
commissioned by the anniversary commit-
tee. Matted prints are available by calling
(337) 786-6691.

The earliest report of the Methodist
Church in DeQuincy, La. was at the Gulf
Annual Conference of 1908 in Shreveport.
This report was given by Rev. W. F.
Bolton.

Over the years, the church has been
served by 43 ministers.

Most of the church•s records were
blown away and the church was flattened
during a hurricane in 1918. In 1919, a
wood frame church building was built on
the sight of the present sanctuary on Center
Street.

In 1927, the Methodist Episcopal South,
the Southern German Conference, the
Southern Swedish Conference and the Gulf
Conference, of which the DeQuincy church
was a member, were merged to form the
Southern Conference.

In early years, there was the Methodist

Episcopal Church, the Methodist Episcopal
Church South and the Methodist Protestant
Church. In April of 1939, these churches
merged to form the Methodist Church. In
April of 1968, the Methodist Church
merged with Evangelical United Brethren
Church to form the United Methodist
Church of today.

The current sanctuary was built in 1958
when Rev. Alton McKnight was the minis-
ter. The present Fellowship Hall was built
in 1967 and the Educational/Office
Building in 1968. A new church parsonage
was built in 1972 and is still in use.

In May of 1994, the church plant
expanded to include a gymnasium, better
known as the M.A.C. (Methodist Activity
Center). It provides space for recreational
activities for our children and youth as well
as space for the UMW Bazaar, UMM Bar-
Be-Que and larger church gatherings such
as homecomings. Currently, local young
men meet weekly to play basketball.

Hartzell-Mt Zion UMC

Participating in the recent ribbon cutting for the new Family Life Center at Hartzell-Mt.
Zion UMC in Slidell were, left to right, Pat McCloud, Jaymar Construction; Minister Ella
M. Doyle; Sidney Harrison; Johnny E. Terrell, Trustees Chairperson; Easter Smith;
Rev. Dr. Ramonalynn W. Bethley, New Orleans District Superintendent; Rev. Alonzo
Campbell; Rev. Hadley Edwards, pastor of Bethany UMC, New Orleans; Rev. Ernest
Scott, pastor of Hartzell-Mt. Zion UMC; D. Y. Archie, church lay leader; and Ray Alfred,
Finance Audit Chairperson and St. Tammany Parish School Board Member, District 14.

Rayne Memorial UMC
Rayne Memorial United Methodist

Church in New Orleans recently rededicat-
ed the restored church steeple, which was
destroyed three years ago by Hurricane
Katrina.

On Aug. 29, 2005 the steeple of Rayne
Memorial UMC, built in 1876, was
destroyed by category 5 hurricane, causing
over $5 million damage to the sanctuary,
organ, and chapel.

The rededication service, held Aug. 24,
featured special music by the Rayne
Chancel Choir, The Uptown Brass and The
Rayne Children•s Choir and Bells. The
steeple was illuminated later that evening,
while the church bell was run for the first
time in three years.

North Highlands UMC

DeQuincy UMC

Eloise Cox and Renee Evans, transformation agents for the La. Conference
Office of Church Extension, recently attended the School of Congregational
Development in Grand Rapids, Mich. sponsored by the General Board of
Discipleship and the General Board of Global Ministries. Their experiences with
the Ministry Track of Rural Church Development will be useful to town and coun-
try churches in the Louisiana Conference desiring to reinvigorate their ministries.

September is
Open House
Month
Be a

Welcoming
Congregation
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The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness 2008-2009
NURTURING THE INNER LIFE:

CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICE FOR CLERGY
with Dr. Ruben L. F. Habito, Facilitator

November 18-19, 2008
The Wesley Center in Woodworth

Cost: $150

Meditation is a way of being, not a technique.
Meditation is not about trying to get anywhere else.
It is about allowing yourself to be exactly where you are
and as you are, and the world to be exactly as it is
in this moment, as well.
—Jon Kabat-Zinn

This experience will offer an introduction to contemplative practice for active (or
sometimes hyperactive) clergy that we can continue to take up in our own lives and
ministry. This is not just to give a retreat dealing with theological ideas that clergy
could read about in books. This is going to be experiential and conversational. We
will spend time in contemplative silence together, for contemplative practice empow-
ers us to a life of compassion and service to others.

Dr. Habito served as a Jesuit missionary and teacher in Japan and came to Dallas
in 1989. He teaches world religions and spirituality at Perkins School of Theology,
SMU and is the author ofLiving Zen, Loving God and Healing Breath: Zen for
Christians andBuddhists in a Wounded World.

Time: Noon until Noon (Registration begins at 11 a.m., 11/18)
Cost: $150, including single occupancy room and meals
Suggested Reading:Healing Breath: Zen for Christians and Buddhists in a
Wounded World andLiving Zen, Loving God
Contact Hours: 10 Contact Hours

ATeleconversation Model
GETTING A STUCK SYSTEM UN-STUCK

With Rev. John Winn, Facilitator

Four Weeks, One 60-minute session per week

October 20 and 27, and November 3 and 10, 2008

10-11 a.m.

Cost: $50

The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness invites you to a new model for connection,
growth and ministry.

This project is available to everyone longing to work on his/her skills with getting
•stuck systems unstuck.Ž With time and energy being an issue for our world, this is a
new pilot program exploring another way to stay in connection, to keep learning, and
to minister together! We hope you will be part of our experiment!

Description/ Intention: Hey, maybe it needs to begin with us, rather than them;
with me, rather than somebody else. Am I stuck on •the only way to do worshipŽ or
•favoring control over collegialityŽ or a host of other ways we, ourselves, have
become comfortable •leadingŽ a congregation? That is surely part of the puzzle,
because it has to do with maintaining the integrity of a well-differentiated leader.

Have you recently thought about the part your own family of origin might be
playing in the way you lead or fail to lead?

To be sure, our society has many •stuckŽ systems; institutions frozen in some pose
from a by-gone day, not the least of which is the church. Is there a way out? I think
so, but it is a sometimes slippery slope. It helps to talk it through with others in the
same boat and using mind-stretching resources. We will plow again some of the rich
furrows of Ed Friedman•s,Failure of Nerve, Generation to Generation, and
Friedman’s Fables. Have you re-read, •PanicŽ recently fromFriedman’s Fables?

And how did Jesus feel about •stuckŽ systems? Now we•ve taken to preach-
ing•ƒ. Sign up!

Register online at www.la-umc.org or mail reservation, with $50 registration fee to:

The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness, Louisiana Conference Area Offices, 527 North

Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

A Teleconverstion Model
REKINDLING AN OLD FLAME:

RECLAIMING YOUR CREATIVITY IN PREACHING
With Dr. Alyce McKenzie

Four weeks, one 60-minute session per week

February 3 (9 a.m.), 10 (3 p.m.) and 17 (9 a.m.) and March 3 (9 a.m.), 2009

Cost :$50

This pilot project makes the course available to everyone longing to explore
his/her preaching.

Description/Intension: Have you fallen out of love with preaching? If the thrill is
gone, it may be because we have lost touch with the excitement of discovery in the
drudgery of week-in and week-out preparation. This four-week teleconference
course will offer strategies for cultivating your creative side while incorporating your
insights into your sermons so that the process can become fun and enriching again
for you and your people.

About the Facilitator: The Rev. Dr. Alyce M. McKenzie is Associate Professor of
Homiletics at Perkins School of Theology. Her special interests include preaching on
biblical wisdom, preaching on the sayings and parables of Jesus, the spiritual life of
the preacher, preaching on public, often controversial issues, and the lessons that
preachers can learn from creative writers. She is the author ofPreaching Proverbs:
Wisdom for the Pulpit (1996),Preaching Biblical Wisdom in a Self-Help Society
(2002) andHear and Be Wise: Becoming a Teacher and Preacher of Wisdom (2004).
Her book,Novel Preaching: Fiction Writing Strategies for Sermons, will be pub-
lished by Westminster John Knox in 2009.

Books: The Fully Alive Preacher by Michael Graves and The Artist’s Way of
Preaching by Charles Dennison

Register online at www.la-umc.org or mail reservation, with $50 registration fee to:

The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness, Louisiana Conference Area Offices, 527 North

Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

ST. JOSEPH ABBEY RETREAT

Covington, Louisiana

April 20-22, 2009

Cost: $125

After Lent, don•t we all need time to rest and renew? Our time at the Abbey is an
opportunity to be still, to read, to pray, to sleep, to walk, to be in and with nature, and
to simply BE. Throughout the retreat, you can live at your own rhythm.

This is the retreat for our Residents in Ministry, but there is space available for
more of our clergy and deacons.

We will begin on Monday at 11:15 a.m. with Mass and end after lunch on April 22.
There is limited space available, so please RSVP as soon as possible.

We hope to see you there.
For more information, please contact Craig Gilliam at (504) 250-4046 or

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286

For more information contact Linda Gregg via email at lindagregg@la-umc.org or via telephone at 225-346-1646 or 888-239-5286.

Dr. Craig Gilliam, right, leads The Art of Dancing with Conflict, a workshop sponsored
by The Center for Pastoral Effectiveness. The Center offers many services and work-
shops, such as those featured in this special insert to Louisiana Now!

Louisiana Conference Special Section



team leader who is church•s chief financial
officer. •That•s part of our DNA. We call
them servants.Ž

Erika Manis, 22, a church member and
medical student, enjoys stepping out from
her circle of friends at college.

•Often times, going to school, you•re
surrounded by a lot of very similar people,
and you don•t often see what•s outside of
your own window,Ž she said. •I•ve also
learned more about teamwork. It takes all
of us and all of our different talents to
come here and to finish this house.Ž

Ryan Stammen has made three mission
trips to the Gulf.

•It•s hard not to be overwhelmed and to
think the work will never be completed,Ž
he said. •But people like us keep coming
and that•s how it will get done.Ž

The teams bring their own tools, trailer
and generator to paint, hang sheetrock and
lay ceramic tile and wood flooring. Those
tasks are signs of progress. When the first
teams arrived in 2005, the work centered
around cleanup-tearing out walls, hauling
debris and gutting houses.

For Slidell resident Margaret Russell,
75, volunteers such as the Ginghamsburg
crews have become her only hope after the
assistance from FEMA, the Red Cross and
her own insurance was not enough to cover
rebuilding costs.

A retired nurse, Russell plans to live in
the resurrected house with her grandson,
whom she has cared for since her daugh-
ter•s cancer death in 2002.

•If you could just see my heart, how
much I thank God for every last one of you
all for coming out to help us,Ž Russell said.
•My children, they•ve been coming over
and seeing and they say, •Ooh, mama, the
house don•t look like the same house.•
They•re just beautiful people.Ž

Work on Russell•s home was coordinat-
ed by Northshore Disaster Recovery,
organized by the United Methodist
Louisiana Conference and the United
Methodist Committee on Relief to help
people whose homes are uninsured or
underinsured. Established in October 2005,
Northshore has helped more than 7,500
residents and coordinated more than
23,000 volunteers.

Frustrated by government red tape,
Russell finally sought help from
Northshore. •Everybody has been so nice
and so wonderful to me. They have been so
beautiful to us, in helping us out in every
way they can,Ž she said.

Meeting Russell was a highlight of the
mission experience for Jeremy Greth, who
was installing tile at her home. •It kind of
raised my spirit a little bit, seeing how
happy she was,Ž he said. •I couldn•t imag-
ine going through it.Ž

Gibson estimates recovery efforts in the
New Orleans area could continue for
another four to seven years. Meanwhile,
homeowners like Russell say the volun-
teers are a godsend.

•They gave me new hope and new
faith,Ž she said. •I thought I had a lot of
faith, but they gave me new faith-and a
new home.Ž
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Charles, and St. Luke•s UMC in New
Orleans as Welcoming Congregations.
Bishop William W. Hutchinson has issued
a challenge to all congregations throughout
the conference to take the steps to become
Welcoming Certified, just as these church-
es have. Information on the process is
being distributed through charge confer-
ences and may be accessed through the
home page of the La. Annual Conference
website at www.la-umc.org

•Open hearts, open minds, open doorsŽ

is the theme of the denominational effort,
the centerpiece which is a series of national
cable TV advertising, supplemented by
regional and local church participation. The
overall aim of the effort is to invite people,
particularly those between 25 and 54 years
old, to enter into connection with the
Christian community as they seek meaning
and purpose in their lives.

For more information, contact Betty
Backstrom, director of Communications
for the conference, at (225) 346-1646 or
lanow@bellsouth.net

The Bishop William B. Oden Pavilion,
recently constructed on the property of The
Wesley Center, was dedicated July 26 in
Woodworth, La. The Wesley Center is the
Louisiana Conference spiritual retreat and
conference center.

•The pavilion is the first major con-
struction at the center since it opened in
1997. We celebrate the success that The
Wesley Center has enjoyed over the years,Ž
said James Goins, board chair.

The pavilion was built at a cost of
$454,500, with a major gift of $150,000
pledged by Paul and Joanne White.
Additional funds used to complete the

pavilion were raised through property and
timber sales.

Bishop William B. Oden and his wife
Marilyn attended the dedication of the
building named for him. Bishop Oden
served the Louisiana Annual Conference
during the time that the concept for build-
ing the Louisiana Conference Center (now
known as The Wesley Center) took place.
Under his leadership, funds were raised
and construction of the conference center
was initiated.

Bishop William W. Hutchinson presided
over the dedication.

Rev. Stephen E.
Handy Sr., pastor of
Pickett-Rucker United
Methodist Church in
Lebanon, Tenn., will
serve as speaker for a
Class Leader
Commissioning
Service to be held Sept.
21 at Saint Mark UMC
in Baton Rouge. The
theme for the 10:55
a.m. service is
•Empower All to be Active Christian
DisciplesŽ.

Rev. Handy serves the general church

as Executive Director of Congregational
Solutions. He is the son of Ruth Handy
and the late Bishop W.T. Handy, Jr. He is a
graduate of Dillard University in New
Orleans, La. He has a Master•s Degree in
Business Administration from Tennessee
and a Master•s of Divinity from Vanderbilt
Divinity School.

Class Leader Sunday is an annual wor-
ship service for the purpose of renewal and
recognition of class leaders. Class Leaders
serve as assistants to the pastor by contact-
ing their members regularly throughout the
year, guiding their class members to be
active disciples of Jesus Christ.

The public is invited to attend.

Ginghamsburg, from page 1

Hospitality, from page 1

James Goins, Charlie White, Roseanne Gillespie, Joanne White, Paul White, Marilyn
and Bishop William Oden, and Kay and Bishop William W. Hutchinson cut the ribbon
for the new pavilion on the grounds of The Wesley Center on July 26.

Oden pavilion dedicated at Wesley Center

Rev. Stephen E.
Handy, Sr

Senegal Mission Opportunity

Nov. 5-17, 2008
Senegal, West Africa

•In the Midst of It All: Yesterday and TodayŽ
Cost: $3,000 (Nonrefundable $250 deposit due Sept. 12, 2008)

Senegal Mission Experience
Nov. 5-10, 2008

•ƒwhen I was sick, you took care of me, and when I was in jail, you visited me.
Matthew 25: 36

We will travel the beautiful landscape of West Africa from cities to villages experi-
encing the realities of Senegal today. We will work in the Wellness Clinic

Ministries of United Methodist Churches.

The Goree Diaspora Conference and Festival
November 11-17, 2008

•Let Us Never ForgetŽ
Experience the diverse cultures of Dakar, Senegal. Explore Goree Island•s infa-
mous Slave House and history. Examine the West African Research Center•s

Atlantic Slave Trade.

For more information, contact the Office of Multicultural Ministries, Louisiana
Conference, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802; Dr. Martha Orphe, (225)

346-1646 or CindyScott@la-umc.org

Student/Youth Minister sought
Benton United Methodist Church is currently seeking an experienced, full-time

person to work with us in the area of Student/Youth Ministries. This person will
have a passion for sharing Christ with Jr. and Sr. High School students, for sup-
porting parents and families, and for encouraging and equipping volunteers.

Benton UMC is a growing congregation in one of the fastest growing areas of
Louisiana, and we are seeking an organized, creative, energetic, flexible, mission-
minded person to join our staff. If you find this description exciting, please submit
your resume and salary requirements to Benton United Methodist Church, 4615
Palmetto Road, Benton, LA 71006. Or e-mail resumes to gbartage@aol.com.
Salary and compensation commensurate with experience and education.

Open Hearts Open Minds
Open Doors

St. Mark UMC to celebrate class leaders Sunday



More than 150 people participated in
the 2008 UMW School of Christian
Mission held July 26 at The Wesley Center
in Woodworth, La. This year•s theme was
•Living the Sacred,Ž referring to the Native
Americans belief that all life and nature are
connected.

The mission study was a spiritual
growth study entitled •I Believe in Jesus,Ž
led by Rev. Frederic Kellogg. The social
interest study, •Native American Survival,Ž
was also the study for youths and teens.

Study leaders included Stephen Dupre,
Rev. Bernadine Johnson, Rev. Amy
Mercer, Corine Paulk and Pearl Thomas.
The youth team leaders were Dolores
Giles, Carrie Roy and Cora Dawson.

The study taught that Native American
traditions state that creation includes all

that comes from the heart and mind of
God, and is thereby, sacred. This study
searched for appropriate ways for United
Methodists to be engaged in mission with
Native Americans.

The geographic study was
•Israel/PalestineŽ with study leaders Rev.
Kathy Howell and Rev. Connie Saizon

Song leader and pianist were Rev.
Connie Breaux and Jackie Pennington.

Over $1,200 was collected for mission
supplies for Dulac Community Center,
MacDonnell Children•s Services and North
Rampart Community Center.

Bishop William W. Hutchinson deliv-
ered the message and presided over a
Communion service at the end of the
school.
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At the 2008 session of the La. Annual
Conference held in Shreveport, a resolution
was approved that requires every church in
the Conference to have a written Safe
Sanctuaries policy by January 2009.

In order to facilitate compliance with
this requirement, the conference is offering
training sessions for each district. It is our
expectation that every church that comes to
one of these trainings will walk away with
completed policies pretty much in hand.

To be most effective, the trainings will
require a •teamŽ from each church. We are
inviting these persons to attend the ses-
sions: pastors, SPR representative, trustee
representative, age level/Sunday School
volunteer representatives, and any staff
who primarily work with children or youth.
Of course, anyone else is welcome.

It would be extremely helpful, though
not required, if each church would bring a
computer equipped with MS Word for the
team to work with. Further details about
your district•s training (registration, cost
etc) can be obtained from your District
Office.

All trainings will run from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Locations include:

Acadiana District, Oct. 11, Asbury UMC,
Lafayette

Alexandria District, Oct. 18, First UMC,
Pineville

Baton Rouge District, Nov. 1, First
UMC, Hammond (jointly with New
Orleans)

Lake Charles District, Oct. 25, First
UMC, Lake Charles

Monroe District, Nov. 15, Trinity UMC,
Ruston (jointly with Shreveport)

New Orleans District, Nov. 1, First
UMC, Hammond (jointly with Baton
Rouge)

Shreveport District, Nov. 15, Trinity
UMC, Ruston (jointly with Monroe)

Copies of the Policy Manual can be
downloaded from the conference website at
www.la-umc.org If you have difficulty
opening the manual, district offices have a
limited number of printed copies. If you
already have a policy and want to know if
it meets our minimum requirements, there
is a checklist in the Appendix of the posted
policy manual. If you cannot attend your
District•s date, please check with your
neighboring districts or plan on traveling to
the Wesley Center on Dec. 6.

For questions or information contact
Tom Dolph, (225) 346-1646 or Dawn
Young, (318) 458-5860.

It•s that time of year
again!

The end of summer
vacations and the
beginning of school
where the youngsters
are so filled with
enthusiasm to be back
in classes. The baseball
season is nearing its
annual rhythm of play-
offs and then the BIG
Classic--the World
Series! Of course the usual favorite teams
are on the gridiron, and by now, most folks
have picked which teams will finally end
up in the championship games.

But wait a minute! There is more that
we need to have in our soundscape at this
time of year. We all know that this is hurri-
cane season, and that means more to some
of us than it does to others of us. However,
we ALL face the threat of a disaster of
some kind or another at any given moment.

This leads me to the fact that September
is National Preparedness Month. With that
in mind, the Office of Disaster
Preparedness for the La. Annual
Conference encourages all citizens to
STOP-LISTEN-PREPARE.

The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security•s (DHS) Ready Campaign has
very helpful data that will at lease create a
culture of awareness that we should follow
the following preparedness steps: Get a

Kit; Make a Plan; Be Informed; and Get
Involved.

According to the Ready Campaign sta-
tistics, a record number of more that 1,800
National Preparedness Campaign Coalition
Members have worked to create a culture
of emergency preparedness in the United
States. The invitation is extended again this
year to have persons read the National
Preparedness Month 2007 Journal to learn
about some of the events and activities that
took place across the country last year.

Noteworthy is the fact that President
Bush has issued a proclamation declaring
September as National Preparedness
Month. Much has been done in the recov-
ery ministries following those life altering,
infrastructure reshaping, population shift-
ing events of that year. So, we KNOW that
in an instant, things change! However,
there is still a sense of •it won•t happen to
meŽ that needs to be addressed. This year
has seen a record number of tornadoes;
wildfires; and an erratic tropical storm that
made •landfallŽ a record number of times
that caused flooding and several deaths.

So, I encourage you to help spread the
word that September is National
Preparedness Month.

A good site to visit on the web is
Ready@dhs.gov

Mitigation can lessen the damage that
one incurs in the event of a disaster.
Remember, •It only takes o-n-e to spell D-
i-s-a-s-t-e-r!Ž

Rev. Freddie
Henderson

Safe Sanctuary meetings slated across the state

The 2008 W. T. Handy Convocation
Nov. 21-22, 2008

at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.
•Moving Forward with God in the 21st CenturyŽ

Guest speaker
Rev. Vance P. Ross

Associate General Secretary, GBOD
Special Clergy Sessions will be held Friday from 1-5 p.m.

All clergy persons are expected to participate!
A unique program is planned for our young adults and youth!

SCHEDULE

Friday, Nov. 21, 2008

Saturday, Nov. 22, 2008
**suggested activities for youth and youth workers

Registration and Hotel Information can be found on the home page of the La.
Conference website at www.la-umc.org under •What•s New?Ž and

11:00 a.m. … 7 p.m.
12 noon … 1 p.m.
1 p.m. … 5 p.m.
6 p.m. … 7 p.m.
7 p.m. … 8:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
7 … 8:30 p.m.
9-10 p.m.
10 p.m. … midnight

7 … 8 a.m.
8:45 … 9:45 a.m.
8:30 … 10 a.m.

10 a.m. … 12 noon
10 a.m. … 12 noon

12 noon … 1 p.m.
1 … 3 p.m.
1… 3 p.m.
3 p.m.

Registration
Lunch on your own
Clergy session
Wesley provides dinner for fee
Worship
Fellowship Time (snacks & games)
General Session 1„Speaker
Worship experience **
Friday Night Lights: The Block Party **

Breakfast on your own
Worship
General Session 2 **

Young Ladies
Young Men
Youth Workers

Breakout sessions
Electives: **

- Lord of the Dance
- The Word Spoken
- Can Hip Hop be Holy?

Lunch in Wesley Center Cafeteria
Breakout sessions
Electives **
Closing communion worship with
Bishop Hutchinson

UMW School of Christian Mission held

Ready!!! Set!!! Geaux!!! 2008



“Where Faith and Money Come Together”

225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317

information@umf.org

www.umfgiving.org

HELPING OTHERS 
WITH AN UNEXPECTED BLESSING

Life is full of the unexpected.  When an 
unexpected blessing turns out to be a 

consider these tax-smart giving methods that 

Donor Advised Fund
Charitable Gift Annuity
Charitable Remainder Trust
Bequest

SHARE YOUR BLESSING.
BE A BLESSING.
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Despite the current political strain
between the United States and Russia over
plans for a U.S. missile defense system in
Europe, relations between United
Methodists in Louisiana and Ekaterinburg
are stronger than ever. A group of 13 trav-
eled to First United Methodist Church in
Ekaterinburg last month to help with repair
projects, lead Vacation Bible School, dis-
tribute food baskets to those in need and be
in fellowship with members of the church
and community.

•We found the church to be largely
unaffected by the political unrest taking
place between the United States and
Russia. The local government in
Ekaterinburg has left our church alone, and
hopefully that will continue,Ž Louisiana
Russia Initiative Director James Gillespie
said. •Because of the oil and gas situation,
Russia has money that was not there when
our church started in 1991. The problem is
that the new money is at the top of the
social structure.Ž

With doctors, lawyers, teachers and
other professionals making between $300
and $400 a month, the middle and lower
classes continue to struggle, largely shut

out of Russia•s financial boon. And thus
the continued support from Louisiana
United Methodists, which makes food bas-
ket distribution and other ministries possi-
ble, has an enormous impact in the lives of
those at First UMC in Ekaterinburg.

•Food prices have taken off, even since
last summer, and the pensions for the elder-
ly have stayed the same,Ž Gillespie said.
•Their hugs of appreciation said it all.Ž

The young were also blessed by the
mission team•s visit, with four days of
Vacation Bible School focusing on differ-
ent parables of Jesus. About 15-20 children
filled the Sunday School room at the
church, where they made crafts, played and
acted out parables such as the Good
Samaritan and Jonah and the Whale. On
the last day of VBS, each child was pre-
sented with a complete set of new clothes.
•You should have seen the children•s eyes
light up when the clothes were given out,Ž
Gillespie said.

The next mission to Ekaterinburg,
Russia is set for Dec. 26-Jan. 5. For more
information, contact Louisiana Russia
Initiative Director James Gillespie at (318)
470-6806 or by e-mail at
wgilles293@aol.com.

A recent mission team to Russia worked closely with First United Methodist Church in
Ekaterinburg to serve area residents. Members of the team are pictured shopping for
food and other necessities to make food baskets for the elderly and others in need at
the church. Team members passed out food packages while they were in Ekaterinburg
following Sunday worship at First UMC. The team went with First UMC•s pastor Rev.
Olga Kotsuba to visit and work at an orphanage for children with special needs.

Continued support enables ministries in Ekaterinburg
BY ANGELA CASON

The Asian American Language Ministry
Plan is a United Methodist initiative that is
expanding the church•s reach to Asian-
American communities across the United
States.

Launched in 1996 by action of General
Conference, AALM has been an important
resource for developing new ministries as
well as strengthening existing ones in
Asian-American communities

AALM supports exciting and innova-
tive models of mission such as a Chinese
ministry launched in Louisiana to target
the area•s growing population of
unchurched Chinese people. The initiative
was launched through a collaborative effort
of the Louisiana Annual Conference, the
Monroe District, Trinity United Methodist
Church in Ruston, La., and the United
Methodist Board of Global Ministries.

In its first 18 months, the ministry has
received more than 24 individuals on pro-
fessions of faith, including two respected
elders and leaders of the mostly Buddhist
Asian community. In addition, the Rev.
Joseph Zhong Guo, pastor of the Trinity
congregation, has established a network of
small groups that meet monthly for Bible
study in Chinese in the Monroe and Homer
areas. This effort is connecting people to
local United Methodist congregations in
their own neighborhoods. As such, it is a
truly a collaborative effort of many local
churches in the Monroe District to bring
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and God•s mes-
sage of abundant life to unchurched Asian
Chinese Americans.

AALM is responding to the needs of
the Asian-American community, reaching
out to the next generation by hosting a
strategic planning session attended by 12
Asian-American young adult leaders.

Ministry reaches out
to Asian Americans


