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It is reaching the end of summer, kids and teachers are back in school, and it’s 

time for election of local officers.  Units, please report all changes in officers, ad-

dresses and any phone number changes to Lanette Butler: 804 E. Palmetto, 

Plain Dealing, 71064 or lb804j@gmail.com.  There have been many of you, or 

loved ones, with health problems and family losses.  Remember we are a part of 

a larger church family, eager to share your sorrow, aches and joys. Prayer is our 

most powerful tool because He is always ready to listen and carry us through our 

problems.  One day we will have no problems, but until then, as Paul said, let us 

keep moving toward our goal. 

Those who were able to attend Mission U had  wonderfully prepared and experi-

enced leaders. Hopefully, many of you attended Mini-Mission U at Shady Grove 

UMC.  It is recommended you read the text books and plan for a 2 to 4 hour 

study.  Both of the new topics are current and are taught as reflections of our 

positions as Christians, something the secular world is missing.  The Latin Amer-

ica study will be repeated for any interested persons who may have missed the 

study last year.  Now is the time to let us know if you would like to host a cluster 

study on one of the topics.   

October 14-15, we are invited to attend the Annual UMW 

Conference in New Orleans. The leaders have been work-

ing hard to make it a special time.  A sneak peak tells us 

that the guest speaker is Chief Justice of the LA Supreme 

Court! St. Matthews in Kenner is the host church.  The 

Hilton, at the airport, is the recommended hotel and is only 

10 minutes from the church.  If you can manage extra 

time, visit our mission, North Rampart Community Center, 

grab some coffee and doughnuts in the French Quarter, 

and/or the WWII museum.  Like the Smithsonian, more is 

frequently added to the displays.  

 

Marilyn’s message is continued on page 2 

Forms and documents to be utilized and reviewed: 

A list of the latest Forms available are on line at the 

United Methodist Women’s website.  You can go to 

the website at:  

http://umwla.org/Shreveport_Page.htm 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T ,  M A R I L Y N  T U R N L E Y  James 1:4 
(NIV) 

“Let perseverance finish 

its work so that you may 

be mature and complete, 

not lacking anything.” 

S H R E V E P O R T  D I S T R I C T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  
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November 12, our Shreveport District will meet at Christ UMC, 1204 Crabapple Dr., Shreveport, 71118.  Please notice 

that registration is at 9:30 and the meeting begins at 10:00, ensuring no one needs to leave home before the sun comes 

up! All local officers will benefit by gaining suggestions for their jobs, but all UMW will benefit from joining together to 

glorify God and find extra strength in unity.   

 

In the meantime, here are the Conference Priority Goals for you to reflect on at your upcoming meetings!  

 

1) Bring in new people for leadership positions in U.M.W., grooming them for leadership positions at the Conference 
level. 

2) Encourage and support our local units, gain support of local ministers. 
3) Promote the 150

th
 Anniversary Celebration of U.M.W., promote the Legacy   Fund, and preserve the history of 

UMW. Communicate who we are, and what we are doing. 
4) Recruit young women to be in United Methodist Women. 
5) Develop ideas to help recruit and involve young women in U.M.W. 
 
Marilyn Turnley 
President 
Shreveport District UMW 

I hope you love Response Magazine as much as I do! I want to share my thoughts about the 
April 2016 issue, which was about the mission study, Climate Justice. 

You may be thinking, why is she talking about climate justice as the spiritual growth coordi-
nator? That is a social action topic.   We are always blessed when we do God’s work in the 
world to preserve and protect His creation.   As we grow spiritually, we become more aware 
of our responsibilities as “shepherds.”  We may be called to be shepherds of others who are 
vulnerable and in need of God’s blessings.  We may be called to be shepherds of animals 
who need protection.  We may be called to be protectors of this Earth.  There is much work 
to do in all of these areas.  I would encourage you to look at something you can do in your 
own life or community to take care of Mother Nature.  Discuss this with your UMW group 
and come up with a project to make a difference at your church.  This is truly an opportunity 
to do good for the benefit of all.  Engage others in your church and community to be a part 
of change.  Children are wonderful activists for good when they are guided in Christian love.  
Include children as much as possible in God’s work. 

I understand that many environmental problems are very complicated and solutions may 
seem too difficult to implement.  If each of prayed daily for God’s guidance in how we can 
make a difference, we will be given all we need to make that difference.  I am amazed what 
can be done and what has been done, as evidenced by those few people who got together 
and made a commitment to work together! I believe that is an example of kingdom building.  
Don’t you? 

In her book, “Climate Justice: What Needs To Happen”,  Kathleen Stone encourages us to 
hear the earth!  We know that God is love.  We are to love His creation and all creatures.  
We need to leave a legacy in UMW for future generations which addresses justice for all, as 
we are affected by environmental destruction and climate change.   

 

Jan Nelson 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

M A R I L Y N  T U R N L E Y ’ S  M E S S A G E  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1  

S P I R I T U A L  G R O W T H  C O O R D I N A T O R — J A N  N E L S O N  
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Jan Nelson 

Shreveport District Spiritual 

Growth Coordinator 

“The blessing of any spiritual 

practice can be a personal 

transformation by the love of 

God.  This can change our 

lives in ways we can not even 

imagine” 



Hello UMW district 

ladies!    

Hopefully you have 

had a fun-filled sum-

mer! I have mailed 

our Reading Program 

report to state and we 

did great in 2016! We 

had 89 readers from 

15 churches, who 

read 683 books!  So it 

is time to get started 

on our 2017 reading.  

Remember that the 

Reading Program “not 

only educates women 

on critical topics, but 

helps us grow spiritu-

ally.” We are so glad 

our 2017 reading list 

is already available. 

You can go online to 

www.umwmissionres

ources.org to look at 

the list or call 1-800-

305-9857 to order a 

free 2017 catalogue.  

You can read books 

from lists 2012 

through 2017.  You 

can find books or or-

der them from your 

local library. You can 

buy a few books for 

your unit and share 

them or  you can or-

der e-books to read 

on your device.  

There are some 

books on sale in the 

catalogue, located in 

the back pages.  We 

plan to have a “book 

swap” at our Shreve-

port District UMW an-

nual meeting on Nov. 

12.  Each reader 

should bring a book 

already read that is 

currently on our read-

ing lists from 2012 

through 2017, then 

“swap it” for a used 

book some else has 

brought.  This will 

be fun and save us 

money! $$ We will 

also have some of 

the new books for 

sale.  Start your 

2017 reading now 

and I hope to see 

you in November!  

Blessings to all!  

Junie Jamison 

 

S E C R E T A R Y  O F  P R O G R A M  R E S O U R C E S ,  J U N I E  

J A M I S O N  
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Junie’s book corner: 
 

Book Review:   I have enjoyed reading the new (2017) Lead-

ership Development book, “Falling Into Place: A Memoir of 

Overcoming.” This book is written by Hattie Kaufman who is 

a Native American journalist who shares her life behind the 

scenes, and her often disturbing early childhood.  Her book 

is easy to read and full of hope!  

Cluster Studies 
 

Marilyn Turnley is develop-
ing the 2017 calendar for 
UMW Cluster studies! The 
two topics are “The Bible 
and Human Sexuality” and 
“Climate Justice”.  Shirley 
Payne has agreed to lead 
The Bible and Human Sexu-
ality study. Thank you 
Shirley! 
 
As we practice the spiritual 
discipline of “study”, please 
prayerfully consider hosting 
a Cluster Study at your 
church! At your next unit 
UMW meeting, please dis-
cuss among your local 
UMW unit members if you 
would like to host a study. If 
so, please notify Marilyn 
Turnley at 318-286-4237 
(her computer is not work-
ing, so email is not an op-
tion at this time).  It will 
help a lot if you also offer 
two or three dates when 
you are able to offer the 
study for the purposes of 
scheduling the presenter.  If 
you have a preference on 
topics, please indicate that 
as well.   
 
It’s not too late to host a 
study this year, so feel free 
to contact Marilyn if you 
have a date in mind, so we 
can include it in the next 
Grapevine.   
 
If you have any difficulties 
reaching Marilyn, please 
feel free to email Su Wat-
son at: 
sfwatson2014@gmail.com   
 



   Special Invitation from First United Methodist Church Shreveport 

United Methodist Women Fall Festival 

“The Spirit of Woman-Power” 

You won’t want to miss this!!!  It’s a best ever, fun filled, blast from the 
past. 

Saturday, September 10, 2016 – 11:00 AM  to 1:00 PM 

FUMC Shreveport – Bain Hall        Admission $20 

Great Speaker, super entertainment, delicious food, and lots of prizes! 

Mission Donation Tickets are available at luncheon. 

All proceeds go to support UMW and local Missions! 

  Luncheon reservations available on-line UMW.1UMCS@yahoo.com 

or by calling 318-868-2105.  Your group can reserve a table for 8 for $150. 

T h e  g r a p e v i n e  
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    Slate of Officers for 2017 

 

President    Shirley Payne  2017-2019 

Vice President     Pat Mosher  2015-2017 

Secretary       2017-2018 

Treasurer    Robin Jones  2015-2018 

Spiritual Growth     Jan Nelson  2015-2017 

Education & Interpretation   Peggy Evans  2016-2018 

Membership, 

Nurture & Outreach    Thomasas Jernigan 2017-2019 

Secretary of Program Resources     Junie Jamison  2016-2018 

Social Action     Angela Cole  2016-2018 

Communications   Su Folts Watson 2017-2019 

Nominations Chair   BeLinda Hearnes 2017-2019 

Nominations Member   Marilyn Turnley  2017-2018 

Nominations Member   Caroline Dove  2017-2019 

* Shirley Payne (2016-2018) submitted the Nominations Committee Report in the absence of BeLinda Hearnes, Chair  

Responsibilities of the District U.M.W. Secretary 
 

1. Record minutes of each District Leadership Team Meeting.  E-mail these to all members of the Leadership 
Team as soon as possible. 

2. Appropriately file and keep a copy of minutes. 
3. Maintain a Record of Leadership Team Members including mailing address, telephone numbers, and e-mail 

addresses. Share this information with the Team. 
4. File Treasure’s Report and other reports with the Minutes of each meeting. 
5. As a member of the District Leadership Team, it is important to attend U.M.W. District Meetings and State 

U.M.W. Meetings. 
6. It is important to have some computer skills and have access to a computer and printer. 
7. It would be important to learn how to use EXCELL. 
8. Participate in the training of secretaries of local U.M.W. units. 

Call to Service! 

As you can see, the position 

of “Secretary” still needs to 

be filled.  We ask that you 

prayerfully consider serving 

in this capacity.  A detailed 

description of the responsi-

bilities are included below.  

Please contact Be”Linda 

Hearnes at 318-357-9299 for 

questions and commitment!  



First, I would like to thank everyone for their hard work. I love the 

UMW because everyone works so well together. If one person is 

down someone else steps up to support them. As the scripture 

says we all work together to form one body.  

I recently attended Mission U at Woodworth. Mission U provides us 

with 31/2 days of classes on our study topics. Those people attend-

ing then take these studies back to the district and the local units. 

The cost to attend can prevent some who might need to attend not 

to be able to do so. This year there were over 20 first-time atten-

dees. UMW tries to provide money for first-timers through the 

Estelle Dameron scholarship fund. Please include some funds for 

this scholarship in your 2017 budget. Also, it might be a good idea 

if you could help sponsor someone from your own unit to attend 

because the scholarship only applies to first-timers. We also took 

up an offering for our national missions that are located in Louisi-

ana. These include McDonnell, North Rampart, Dulac, and UM-

COR (Baldwin depot). This offering was over $3030.00. Some units 

have fundraisers throughout the year and send their money for this 

offering. I know some of our units directly send money to these 

missions. The other offering collected was for Eden House in New 

Orleans. Eden House offers a safe harbor for victims of sex traffick-

ing. This offering was $705.00.  

I need the mission candle forms by September 1st. These gifts can 

be made in memory of someone or to honor someone. The Mission 

Candle will burn at the annual conference. If every unit gives a 

minimum of one minute ($26.49) the candle will burn throughout 

the conference. There is no minimum or maximum required. All 

monies collected go to support mission outreach. Don’t forget to 

mark our annual meeting on your calendars. We will be meeting at 

Christ United Methodist in Shreveport.  

May God pour out His blessings on you as you follow Him all of 

your days.  

Robin 

R O B I N  J O N E S — D I S T R I C T  T R E A S U R E R  
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Robin Jones 

District Treasurer 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12  

“The body is a 

unit, though it is 

compr ised o f 

many parts. And 

although its parts 

are many, they all 

form one body. So 

i t  i s  w i t h 

Christ.” (Bible, 

NIV) 

T H E  G R A P E V I N E  



On June 21, members of United Methodist Women at First United Methodist Church of Bossier City 
joined together for a potluck and program. Hannah Shirley, who grew up in our church, was our 
speaker and shared her story with us.  
 
Hannah always wanted to be a teacher and has a passion for volunteering, which began while she 
was in middle school at St. Mark’s. She did LEAP tutoring with Volunteers of America’s Lighthouse 
program, worked with Community Renewal at their Highland Friendship House, and helped in the 
Child Development Center at Providence House. She also helped her mother teach her children’s 
Sunday School class at FUMC Bossier and volunteered with Souper Saturday, a ministry at FUMC 
Bossier that provides a meal on the last Saturday of the month to those designated by the Council 
on Aging as needing assistance.  
 
While in high school at Loyola College Prep and during college, Hannah combined her love for trav-
eling by volunteering with Projects Abroad in Morocco and Argentina. After graduating from Centen-
ary with a major in Elementary Education and a minor in Spanish, she headed to Cochabamba, a 
city of just over a million people in central Bolivia. For the past three years, she has been living and 
teaching at Casa de Amor, an orphanage for about thirty babies and young children. This is not the 
end of her story though.  
 
Hannah’s dream is to establish her own orphanage in Bolivia, which is a 2-4 year process. She has 
already obtained her non-profit 501(c)(3) status in the States for World of Hope Children’s Home, 
Inc. and will return to Bolivia to teach in an international school while she finalizes her paperwork 
with the Bolivian government. Hannah’s talk enhanced the mission study we did this year on Latin 
American: People and Faith. At the end of the program, we presented Hannah with a monetary do-
nation to be used toward the establishment of her orphanage, plus one of our members made a 
couple of little dresses for her to take back to Bolivia for the orphans she has been serving. 
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Hannah Shirley with some of the children at  

Casa de Amor! 

Janye Merritt, President, and 

Hannah Shirley 



  Communications Update!  
 
I want to thank everyone for being patient with me while I developed the email distribution lists for 

The Grapevine, and dealt with learning Publisher software.  Su Watson, from the Wesley Unit in 

Homer/Lake Claiborne, has graciously accepted the position of Shreveport District UMW 

Communications Coordinator and will be issuing The Grapevine beginning with this issue.  Su is very 

computer savvy and is working diligently (Su is typing is this and thinks Ms. Merten is overly gracious 

since I’ve called and emailed her about 30 times).  Please welcome her and let her know how much 

you appreciate her hard work!  Blessing to all! ~ Jan Merten 

 

If you enjoy reading the Grapevine and would like to receive it by email, please send your email 

address to: sfwatson2014@gmail.com or call Su Watson at 512-417-5775. As well, If you are already 

receiving it by email and your email address changes, please notify me.  

 

I want to offer A HUGE thanks to Jan for remaining on standby and helping me along as I learn all that 

is involved in developing and distributing the Grapevine.  She’s not only computer savvy, but she’s 

pretty witty too! Her humble spirit goes a long way toward acting as disciple to a newcomer to UMW 

(Priority Goal number 5 located on page 2 of this issue of the Grapevine)! 

 

In Him,  Su Watson 
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      October 22 and 23, 2016 

 

First United Methodist Church 

UMW, at 501 W 3rd St, in Homer, 

is hosting “Fair Trade Days” on Sat-

urday October 22 in the FUMC 

gym, from 9:00—3:00 and again on the 23rd at 

Wesley Chapel (3647 Hwy 146, Homer) beginning at 

10:00 and ending when everything has been sold.  

Cash or checks only. please! 

“Servv is a nonprofit, fair trade organization dedicated 

to lifting disadvantaged artisans, farmers, and their 

families out of poverty.” (www.serrv.org)  90% of pro-

ceeds are returned directly to the artisan/producer, so 

please come out and support and empower these tal-

ented artisans and farmers from 25 countries around 

the world!  Through your purchases, they gain the in-

come and skills they need to feed their families and 

send their children to school.   

The products include: jewelry, scarves, home décor, 

candles, baskets, food, coffee, tea, chocolates and 

Christmas holiday ornaments!  Questions? Email Millie 

Moore at: r2moores@yahoo.com or call FUMC at 318-

927-3365.   
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Remainder of 2016 United Methodist Calendar 

 

Sep 30: Each unit send 2017 list of officers to District Sec., Lanette Butler: 

804 E. Palmetto, Plain Dealing 71064 or lb804j@gmail.com   

(Please include office, name, address, phone number and cell number) 

Oct  14-15:  LA  Conference UMW Annual Meeting and DELT New Orleans.  Hosted by 

St Matthews UMC, 6017 Camphor St., Metairie, LA 70003   

Sept 22:  Many UMC hosts cluster study: The Bible and Human Sexuality 

1020 Main Street, Many, LA, 71449 

Nov 4: CWU World Community Day 

Nov 12: Shreveport District UMW Annual Meeting.  8:30 Registration at Christ UMC    

1204 Crabapple Drive Shreveport, LA (LELT) 

Nov 15: 4th Qtr Grapevine articles to Su Watson: 

 535 Coleman Rd, Homer LA 71040 or sfwatson2014@gmail.com 

Nov 15: Send 4th Qtr Treasurer Report to Robin Jones:  

rjones1129@gmail.com 

Nov 18: Send 2017 Local and District Officer Directory Information to Lanette Butler 

(address indicated above)  

Dec 3:  DLT  10:00 am at Plain Dealing UMC: 

300 E. Mary Lee St., Plain Dealing, LA 71064 

 

Dec 31:  Send local unit membership roll to Thomasas Jernigan:  

6053 Fox Chase Trail, Shreveport, 71129 

            tcvsandy14@bellsouth.net 

Looking forward to 2017! 

Date TBT: Covenantale Community: Part 1 The Missionary Conference of UMC:      

Climate Justice 

Looking forward to 2018! 

Date TBT: Part II The Missionary Conference of UMC: Seeking Health & Wholeness 

 

UMW Website for Information and Forms:  www.umwla.org 

mailto:lb804j@gmail.com
mailto:rjones1129@gmail.com

