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From the President’s Pen ...

T       his column is my last hurrah as your
  district president ... and this newsletter

represents our last hurrah as a district, at least
for some years to come.  However, I refuse to say
goodbye.  I’m not going away, and neither are
you.  We’re just going to be organized a bit
differently.  We’ll see each other at various
conference-level events, I’m sure, and for those
of you whose churches are going to be in the Lake
Charles District, I’m sure I’ll be seeing you at
district events.  Regardless of where we live,
which church we belong to, or which district we
reside in, we’re all as close as our telephones,
Facebook pages, and email addresses.  I value
your friendship, and I hope you value mine as
well.   Let’s not lose touch with each other.

This newsletter is cram-packed with photos
and articles about you and what you’ve been
doing — everything from our April district leader-
ship team meeting in Glenmora to unit mission
studies to the district farewell celebration earlier
this month.  I think this will be an issue you’ll
want to hold on to, to take out and look at again
from time to time.

I am so proud to have been your president
these last two-and-a-half years.  I thank you all
for allowing me that privilege and for all the
support and encouragement you’ve given me and
our district leadership team.

May you all be as richly blessed as you have
blessed me.  I hope to see you at Mission u in
July!

Redistricting Plan ...

At the April district meeting, your leadership
team created a detailed yet concise plan to

transition us through the redistricting process.
We then submitted our plan to the conference
executive committee.

While most of our units and members will be
moving to the Lake Charles District, some, of
course, will go to each of the other three
districts involved.  We felt it was imperative to
take into consideration all our members and the
four districts they will be moving to.  We also
took into account the fact that three different
"years" are involved:  1)  the calendar year, on
which pledges and elections are based; 2) the
certificate year, July 1st - June 30th; and 3) the
fiscal year for treasurers, November 15th - August
15th (reporting dates).

As we looked at and discussed this from the
standpoints of funds, leadership, events, and
dispensation of files and supplies, we realized
that workable solutions were not nearly as com-
plicated as we (some of us, anyway) had
originally thought.  We believe this transition can
be managed smoothly and efficiently, with
minimum disruption.  To accomplish that, we
offer the following recommendations:

1)  Concerning funds: Carolyn Dove, Alex-
andria District Treasurer, reported that she and
Georgie Lee Roberson, Conference UMW
Treasurer, have examined the monetary side of
this thoroughly and have determined that Carolyn
should receive reports from Alexandria District
unit treasurers through August 15th; the reports
due November 15th should go the appropriate
treasurers in the four districts receiving parts of
the Alexandria District.

Continued on page 4



MISSION U:

LEARNING TOGETHER FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

S
chool of Christian Mission may have a new
name — Mission u — but participants can ex-
pect the same quality of studies and study

leaders, the same opportunities for fellowship,
and the same warm, congenial atmosphere that
the Louisiana Conference UMW school is known
for.

This year’s school will be held July 17-20 at
the Wesley Center in Woodworth, beginning with
registration at 10:00 Wednesday morning and
ending at noon on Saturday.

Mission u is an opportunity to study current
issues impacting society and to grow in
understanding of the mission of the church in the
current world context.  Studies give particular
attention to the responsibilities of women in the
fulfillment of mission work of the church.

Each Mission u event offers classes on topics
covering three areas. All adult attendees
participate in the Spiritual Growth study and
then choose either the Geographic or Issue study.
Each study is scheduled for a minimum of eight
hours of class time.

Mission u events are held every summer, take
place across every United Methodist conference,
and are organized by conference United
Methodist Women leadership. 

We are honored and blessed to have secured
these study leaders for our 2013 school:

Spiritual Growth: The Call: Living
Sacramentally, Walking Justly

Rev. Francey Hooton,
Director, Academy for
Spiritual Leadership,
and Pastor of Eros UMC

Rev. Tracy MacKenzie, 
Pastor of Horseshoe Drive
UMC, Alexandria

 

Geographic Study: The Roma of Europe
Miok Fowler, Ed.D., Denver, Colorado
Rev. Bernie Johnson, Deacon, Baton Rouge
Dr. Jack O’Dell, Pastor of The Well UMC in

Ponchatoula
Rev. Inez Williams, Deacon, New Orleans

 Issue Study: Poverty
Rev. Willie Berman, GBGM missionary in

Mexico
Youth Study: Migration

Monica Bailey, DeRidder
Carrie Roy, New Orleans

Music Director

Rev. Jerry Brabec, Deacon, Minister of
Worship, Omaha (Nebraska) St. Paul UMC

Registration deadline is July 1 ; forms arest

available at www.la-umc.org/pages/detail/1837;
one is included with this newsletter.  Please
share with others in your unit. Scholarships are
available for first-time adults and for youth.
These forms are also available on the website or
from Debbie (dbh71301@yahoo.com; 318-767-
0913).  Postmark deadline is June 1 .  Manyst

Alexandria District participants save lodging costs
by commuting.

Please contact Debbie if you have any
questions or concerns.
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2-5 LA Annual Conference,
Centenary College

1 Send Mission Study Report
and Mission Today Unit Report
to  Mary G iddens,  23
Henderson Rd., Forest Hill, LA
71430

1 Send Social Action Report to
Pat Wilkerson, 425 Blue Bush
Rd., Oakdale, LA 71463

10 Send Reading Program Report
to Debbie Hancock, 3319
Peach St., Alexandria, LA
71301

16 Conf e r e n c e  Exe cu t i ve
Committee Meeting

17-20 Mission u, Wesley Center,
Woodworth.  Registration
forms available online at
w w w . l a -
umc.org/pages/detail/1837
or from Debbie Hancock,
318-767-0913  

15 Send 3  Quarter Treasurer’srd

Report to Carolyn Dove, 102
Turner Lane, Many, LA 71449

Newman United Methodist Women
Study About Immigration, 

a “Hot-Button” Issue

by Bridjette N. Perry, Study Leader

In November 2012, the Unit began an 8-hour course of study on the
book Immigration and the Bible: A Guide to Radical Welcome by
Joan M. Maruskin.  The study was divided into 4 sessions which
lasted 2 hours each.  The study is the story of humankind
throughout history.  It views the Bible as the ultimate immigration
handbook and discusses hope, help, guidance, and direction for
how United Methodist Women can respond to sisters and brothers
worldwide.  

A group of 8 ladies including the study leader are participating in
what has turned out to be not just a “hot button” issue for us but
also an in-depth look at how immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers,
migrants, and victims of human trafficking are treated in this land
of the free and home of the brave which we call America.

We have reviewed old stories in the Bible that told of people just
like the modern day immigrants of today.  The study has provided
opportunities for role play in which we imagined how people in the
Bible would have been treated today should they have sought help
here in our country.  Playing those roles has opened our minds,
hearts, and even our doors a little wider.  

The study ends this month (May).  We
have  gleaned a wealth of knowledge
about the subject of immigration laws
and ways that we can respond as an
organization to the pleas for
assistance from our neighbors who
have found themselves, through no
fault of their own many times,  so far
from their homes.

Some actions that have come out of
the study are an emerging senior
prayer ministry and more interaction
with the immigration center on
MacArthur Drive that our church helps
to sponsor.
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Redistricting Plan ... Cont’d from page 1

2)  Alexandria District Missions Coordinators
will receive unit reports pertinent to their areas (all
of which are due no later than July 31st), compile
their reports, and submit them to their appropriate
Conference counterparts in a timely manner.  The
certificates resulting from these reports should
then be distributed to the appropriate missions
coordinators in the four districts that are receiving
parts of the Alexandria District, who will then
distribute them to the appropriate units at their
annual district meetings.

3)  We see no need to hold any Alexandria
District UMW event after July1st.  Our team thinks
the transition will be smoother if current
Alexandria District members attend mini-mission
schools, annual meetings, and other events in the
districts to which they will at that time belong.

4)  Alexandria District minutes, financial
records, scrapbooks, and any other essential
records will be deposited in the UMW archives at
the Wesley Center.

5)  Supplies pertaining to specific areas will be
passed on to the appropriate Conference
counterpart; e.g., any new member or new unit
kits in possession of the Alexandria District MNO
Coordinator will be given to the Conference MNO
Coordinator.  Mission u is a good time for these
materials to change hands, as all involved will,
more than likely, be present.

6)  Concerning leadership:  Our officers and
coordinators will carry out their duties, through
either June 30th or whatever overlapping date is
required in order for all reports and moneys to be
properly received and delivered to the appropriate
Conference counterpart.  We do not envision any
of those overlapping dates going beyond August
30th of this year.  Should any of our officers or
coordinators have questions or run into problem
areas, she should contact her Conference
counterpart for information and/or instruction.

Greetings from
U.M.W. of Winnfield!

In January, our new program books were handed
out, and we collected money for the World Day
of Prayer. We also celebrated U.M.W. Sunday in
January.

Throughout the year we have gone to the nursing
home and visited and we also had a birthday
party for the guests in February. We enjoyed
serving cake and ice cream to them and then we
sang hymns.

As March rolled around, we helped with the
church’s community Easter egg hunt.

Our members volunteer at the Food Pantry,
Helping Hands and Kids Hope. We also took part
in the Trunks of Treats at Halloween and the
Christmas Basket projects in our church. We also
gave a nice donation to Grace Camp.

Now we are looking forward to Mary Giddens
coming in May to present our mission study on
poverty.

Our programs have been so interesting this year,
and are helping us keep the work of Missions
Alive in Winnfield.                          

Missy Smith

Our Purpose

The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose is
to know God and to experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.
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Mary Giddens Leads Immigration

and the Bible Study for Two Units

Nolley Memorial UMW
April 2, 2013

Many UMW
March 5, 2013

Yes, those are black panties that had
stuck to someone’s slacks and fell to the
floor during lunch.  Mary quipped that
she had never knocked someone’s
panties off during a study before, but
there is always a first time.  The ladies
really enjoyed the study and fellowship,
as you can tell by their faces.
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     Fanny Galán, Mary Giddens, and Audrey
     Maxwell

Mary Giddens, Fanny Galán, Audrey Maxwell, Eloise
Cox, Marie Huxley, Cynthia Kendrick, Evelyn Tarver,
Pat Cruse, Ivonne Bennet, and Nelda Tarver



District Leadership Team Meeting
April 13, 2013 — Glenmora UMC

Fanny Galán, Mary Giddens, and
Audrey Maxwell visit before the
meeting starts.

Nancy McCulloch, Judith Hayes,
and Willie Mae Kimbrough enjoy
their lunch.

Pat Wilkerson looks on as Helen Eves
leads a devotional about coffee.

Employing a coffee theme, Mary Giddens and the ladies from Glenmora UMW hosted the final
Alexandria District Leadership Team meeting on April 13, 2013.   A 40s tablecloth and vintage
coffeepots decorated the table, and attendees took home treat bags filled with coffee-themed
items.  As ladies arrived, they were served a variety of coffees and coffee flavorings along with
muffins.  After the meeting, they enjoyed a lunch of chicken salad sandwiches on croissants and
fruit.  The Oakdale ladies provided the food.
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Alexandria District Farewell Celebration
FUMC Pineville — May 5, 2013

O
 ver 100 people gathered at First UMC Pineville the afternoon of May 5, 2013 — first to
 participate in pre-Conference training, then to celebrate the Alexandria District, which will
 no longer exist after June 30 .  The celebration began in the sanctuary with a shortth

program and communion.  The Newman
UMC Choir provided special music.  A
reception in the fellowship hall
wrapped up the festivities.

While attendees ate and visited, they
perused a timeline that chronicled over
200 years of district history.  A pdf of
the timeline is available from Debbie
Hancock and the district office.

Alexandria District UMW members from
more than a dozen churches provided
the food, beverages, and paper goods
for the reception.  Many thanks to them
as well as to all those who helped in the
kitchen.

Photos on pages 6 and 7
courtesy of Mary Holmes, 

Alexandria District UMW Historian
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Fanny Galán and Eleanor Westmoreland pose at the food
table.

Eleanor Westmoreland looks through the
Alexandria District scrapbook prepared by
Mary Holmes. The Alexandria District quilt is
displayed behind Eleanor.
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Prayer Requests

Please add Alexandria District Leadership
Team Members Judith Hayes and Mary Giddens
to your prayer list.

Earlier this month, Judith’s uncle and her
sister passed away just a few days apart.  On
May 11th, Mary suffered a stroke that affected
her right hand and leg.  She’s making good
progress at Health South and should be
discharged on the 24 , with home healthth

therapy to follow.

I will appreciate your prayers as I embark on a
new servant path as supply pastor for Pollock
and Liberty Chapel churches.

Please pray for the study leaders and staff of
our Mission u.

There are others, unknown to me right now,
who need our prayers as well.

Debbie

   More Mission u Study Leader Photos

Rev. Bernadine Johnson

— The Roma of Europe

Dr. Jack O’Dell — The

Roma of Europe

Jerry Brabec — Music

Rev. Inez Williams —

The Roma of EuropeMiok Fowler — The

Roma of Europe
Rev. Willie Berman —

Poverty
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