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2013 Annual Conference in Shreveport

Special offerings taken at this year’s
annual conference session will be collect-
ed with the dual emphasis of local mis-
sions and global ministry beyond the
boundaries of the Louisiana Annual
Conference.

A collection for One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) will be taken during
Sunday evening’s Memorial and
Communion service. This offering will go
to assist United Methodist Committee on
Relief in their efforts to assist persons
throughout the world in times of disaster.

UMCOR does not receive United
Methodist World Service or apportion-
ment funds. Because your contributions to
specific causes and disasters through The
Advance are used 100% toward those
efforts, it is your undesignated gifts and
OGHS that allow UMCOR to pay staff
and administer the day-to-day operation
of the organization. 

During Monday evening’s service with
guest preacher Bishop Gregory Palmer,
each church will be asked to pledge a dol-
lar amount and volunteer hours toward a

local mission in their community. The
recommendation would be that it relates
to children and youth, to education, to
health care or to family counseling.

The offering taken during Ordination
Service on Tuesday evening is designated
for a trip to the Holy Land for Ordinands.
As has been our tradition, this offering
will help our recent ordinands  participate
in a Holy Land Tour with Bishop Harvey.
This is a gift to these pastors as they start
their pastoral ministry and will continue
to provide insight into their ministry.

Conference offerings focus on local and global mission efforts

“Blessings in the Wilderness” is the
theme for 2013 Louisiana Annual
Conference

The 2013 session of the Louisiana
Annual Conference will be held at
Centenary College in Shreveport, La.
from June 2-5.

“Blessings in the Wilderness” is the

theme for this year’s event, with Exodus
34:10 as the inspirational scripture for the
theme: “The Lord said, I now make a
covenant. In front of all your people, I’ll
perform dramatic displays of power that
have never been done before anywhere
on earth or in any nation. All the people
who are around you will see what the

Lord does, because I will do an awesome
thing with you.” (CEB). Even in the
wilderness, God was providing, leading,
and blessing the people. God does the
same for us today!

Bishop Gregory Palmer will be our
guest preacher at a Monday evening serv-

‘Blessings in the Wilderness’ is 2013 Annual Conference theme

The logo for the 2013 Louisiana Annual Conference, slated for June 2-5, reflects the conference theme of “Blessings in
the Wilderness.” Exodus 34:10 serves as the as the inspirational scripture for the theme. This year’s logo was created
by Allison Milliron, a United Methodist and artist. “The scene depicts someone on a journey through the wilderness
who stumbles upon an acacia tree. The tree symbolizes the awesome and unexpected blessings we receive as we trav-
el through the wilderness,” said Milliron.

Relevance X 2013 / 4

Haiti / 5

Senior High / 4

Spring for Hunger

April 20, 2013

11:30 a.m.

sponsored by St. Mark’s

UMC

New Orleans, La.

For more information

facebook.com/events/

148386485324768

See Annual Conference, page 3



Bishop Gregory Palmer will be our
guest preacher at a Monday evening serv-
ice (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.) and will also
provide guidance in a “Learning Session”
on Tuesday morning (Gold Dome, 8:15). 

Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer was
assigned as Episcopal Leader of the West
Ohio Area of The United Methodist
Church Sept. 1, 2012.

Born and raised in Philadelphia, Pa.,
Bishop Palmer is a “child of the church,”
the son of the Rev. and Mrs. Herbert E.
and Charlotte Sue Hewitt Palmer. Bishop
Palmer’s father is a retired United
Methodist pastor; his mother (now
deceased) was a school teacher in the
Philadelphia Public School system. 

Bishop Palmer received his undergrad-
uate degree from George Washington
University in Washington, D.C. and the
Master’s of Divinity degree from Duke
University Divinity School, Durham,
N.C. Baldwin-Wallace College, Iowa
Wesleyan College and Simpson College
have all awarded him honorary degrees.

Ordained a deacon and probationary
member in the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference in 1977, Palmer was ordained
an elder in full connection in the East
Ohio Conference in 1981.

His pastoral career includes pastorates
at Granville-Vance UMC’s and Durham

Asbury Temple UMC in North Carolina;
East Glennville UMC and Werner UMC
in Cleveland, Ohio; James S. Thomas
UMC in Canton, Ohio and the United
Methodist Church of Berea, Berea, Ohio.
Palmer also served as district superin-
tendent of the Youngstown District of the
East Ohio Conference.

In 2000, Palmer was elected to the
episcopacy by the North Central
Jurisdictional Conference. He was
assigned to the Iowa Area where he
served until assuming responsibilities in
the Illinois Area in 2008. Bishop Palmer
served as president of the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry from
2004 to 2008 and president of the
Council of Bishops from April 2008 to
May 2010.

Bishop Palmer and his wife of 36
years, Cynthia, are the parents of two
grown children – Monica, a middle
school Special education teacher in
Charlotte, N.C. and Aaron, who is
employed at a technology company in
Charlotte, N.C.

Mrs. Palmer is an honors graduate in
religion of Duke University. She is a
Senior Sales Director with Mary Kay
Cosmetics. She has served as a Director
of Christian Education, as staff of several
Community Action Agencies focused on

Welfare to Work projects. She is an out-
standing student and teacher of the scrip-

tures and has a strong interest in
women’s leadership development.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
received the 2013 Women of Excellence
Award during Wiley College’s annual
convocation held March 26 on its campus
in Marshall, Tex.  

The convocation was one component
of a week-long observance filled with
“women of excellence” activities. This
year’s conference activities focused on
achieving excellence through a “march of
solidarity”; worshipping for spiritual

renewal; and reaching out to
others through community
projects.

Bishop Harvey was one of
four recipients of the award
from the historically black, pri-
marily liberal arts  institution
affiliated with The United
Methodist Church. Other hon-
orees this year included Dr.
Lezli Baskerville, Gina

Keatley and the Honorable Doris Maloy.
Each year, Wiley College celebrates

women in general, and the achievements
of a “select group of women who have
made their mark in their chosen profes-
sions or vocations.” 

Christal Turner, president of the Phi
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
said the award honors women who have
broken or eliminated the glass ceiling in
their chosen professions.
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Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey

Bishop Gregory Palmer to serve as guest preacher for 2013 Annual Conference

Bishop Harvey presented Wiley College Women of Excellence Award

Several appoint-
ments have been made
for District and Annual
Conference leaders for
the 2013-14 confer-
ence year. All of these
appointments start July
1, 2013.

Rev. Ellen Alston,
currently the
Alexandria District
Superintendent, will
move to serve as the
Monroe District
Superintendent. The
Alexandria District is
being eliminated and
those churches current-
ly in the district are splitting and moving
into the Acadiana, Lake Charles, Monroe
and Shreveport districts. Rev. Alston
replaces Rev. Lynn Malone, who will serve
as senior pastor of First United Methodist

Church in Monroe.
Rev. Dr. Van Stinson, currently serving

as senior pastor for University UMC in
Baton Rouge, has been appointed as the
new Baton Rouge District Superintendent.

He replaces Rev. Dr. Ralph Ford, who is
moving into the position of Director of
Administrative Services for the Louisiana
Annual Conference.

Rev. Ford takes over this position from

Rev. Larry Miller,
who will serve as
senior pastor for
University United
Methodist Church
in Baton Rouge.

During the 2012
session of Annual
Conference, con-
ference members
approved budget
cuts related to
reports from the
Strategic Vitality
Task Force and the
Conference
Council on
Finance and

Administration. The elimination of one
district was part of the budget cuts that
are now being implemented. 

Appointments made for District Superintendent, Administrative Services

Rev. Ellen Alston Rev. Van Stinson Rev. Ralph Ford

Bishop Gregory Palmer
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Stafford to preach memorial service

Sunday, June 2

4:00 pm Registration training
4:00 pm-6:00 pm Boards and Agencies - see

schedule of meetings
4:30 pm-5:30 pm New member orientation 

for Lay & Clergy -
Brown Chapel

5:00 pm-6:45 pm Registration begins - 
fitness Center

6:15 pm teller training
7:00 pm Pre-Service music - gold

dome
7:30 pm memorial/Communion  

Service - gold dome                        

Monday, June 3

6:45 am morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by Umm)

8:00 am-5:00 pm Registration continues - 
fitness Center

8:00 am-10:00 am Laity Session- gold dome 
Clergy Session- Brown 
Chapel

10:00 am BReAK
10:30 am gathering music -gold 

dome
10:45 am Business Session #1 

the Convening of the 43rd
Session
Welcome
Prayer
Roll Call
motions from the Secretary
motion Rules of order
Adoption of Agenda
episcopal Committee 
Report 

11:15 am episcopal Address
12:15 Pm LUNCH BReAK

extension ministries 
Luncheon

1:45 pm gathering music - gold 
dome 

2:00 pm Business Session #2 
Prayer
Report of transition task 
force 

3:20 pm - 3:40:pm BReAK
3:40 pm Redistricting 

Announcements
Courtesy Committee 
Report
Closing Prayer

5:00 pm dinner Break
7:00 pm Pre-Service music - gold 

dome
7:30 pm Worship - Bishop greg 

Palmer, Preacher- gold 
dome

Tuesday, June 4

6:45 am morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by Umm)

7:00 am Laity Breakfast
8:00 am-Noon Late Registration
8:15 am Learning moments - 

Bishop greg Palmer
9:30 am BReAK
9:45 am Business Session #3

Prayer
Committee on the Journal
Report of the Conference  
Lay Leader
Courtesy Committee
miscellaneous Reports

11:55 am Closing Prayer
12:00 Noon LUNCH BReAK

Retirees Luncheon
1:45 pm gathering music
2:00 pm Business Session #4

Prayer
Board of ordained ministry  

3:35 pm BReAK
3:50 pm Lydia Patterson Report 

Committee on 
Rules
Report on New Church 
development
Courtesy Committee 
Report
Prayer

5:00 pm diNNeR BReAK
7:00 pm Pre-Service music - first 

UmC, Shreveport
7:30 pm ordination Service - first 

UmC, Shreveport
Bishop Cynthia fierro 
Harvey, Preaching 
Reception following 
Service
(Bain Hall, first UmC, 
Shreveport)

Wednesday, June 5

6:45 am morning Prayer - 
Ampitheater 
(Sponsored by Umm)

8:15 am gathering music
8:30 am Business Session #5

Prayer
Committee on the Journal
Passing of the mantle

10:15 am Service of Sending forth 
and deconsecration of  
Space
the fixing of Appointments
departure

ice (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.) and will also
provide guidance in a “Learning Session”
on Tuesday morning (Gold Dome, 8:14).
Bishop Palmer is the resident bishop of the
West Ohio Conference. He is a former
President of the Council of Bishops of The
United Methodist Church and was a leader
of the Council of Bishops’ Call to Action
initiative for the 2012 General Conference.
He is a sought after preacher and a leader
in our Connectional Church. 

This is the first session of the Louisiana
Annual Conference with Bishop Cynthia
Fierro Harvey. We look forward to wel-
coming Bishop Harvey during our annual
time of Holy Conferencing. Bishop Harvey
will provide us with her vision for the
Conference in the Episcopal Address on
Monday morning (Gold Dome, 11:15), and
inspire us with the sermon at the Service of
Ordination on Tuesday evening (First
UMC in Shreveport, 7:30 p.m.).

Rev. Larry Stafford, senior pastor of
First United Methodist Church in Monroe,
La. will be the preacher at the Memorial
and Communion Service that begins our
2013 conference session on Sunday
evening (Gold Dome, 7:30 p.m.). Rev.
Stafford has served with distinction in the
Louisiana Conference for the past 43 years,
and has served as the senior pastor at First
UMC, Monroe for the past 18 years. He
will be retiring from active ministry at this
session of the Annual Conference.

Dr. Marcia McFee returns to Louisiana
to assist with our worship. She, along with
our own Conference Worship Team, will
provide the spiritual settings for our time of
praise and worship through song, scripture,
prayer, and sermon. McFee is an author,
worship designer and leader, professor,

preacher and artist. Marcia combines her
background in professional companies of
music, theater and dance with a variety of
worship and preaching styles in order to
bring a fresh experience of the Gospel to
each worship setting.

During the 2012 session of Annual
Conference, conference members asked
Bishop William W. Hutchinson to form a
Transition Task Force to guide the
Conference in the implementation of the
decisions made related to the Strategic
Vitality Task Force and the Conference
Council on Finance and Administration.
The Transition Task Force has completed
its work and will present the report to the
Conference members (report will be posted
in the Pre-Conference Report in mid-
April).

The 2012 session of Annual Conference
also voted to ask the Bishop to form a
Structure Revision Team to study our cur-
rent structure as a Conference, and to pres-
ent its findings and recommendations to
the 2013 session. The Structure Revision
Team will present its work and recommen-
dations thus far to the members of the 2014
Annual Conference. The team members
will also recommend that they be allowed
to continue to work this coming year, with
the goal of a completed report at the 2014
session.

Each Annual Conference in our connec-
tion is required to vote on Constitutional
Amendments that have been approved at
the 2012 General Conference. A
Constitutional Amendment does not
become valid without the approval of the
members of each Annual Conference.
There are four Constitutional Amendments
that will be presented (amendments will be
posted in the Pre-Conference Report).

2013 Pre-Conference Meeting Schedule
2013 Annual Conference Theme

“Blessings in the Wilderness”

Agenda
2013 Annual Conference

‘Blessings in the Wilderness’
(Subject to change)

Rev. Dr. Larry Stafford
will serve as speaker for the
Memorial and Communion
Service at the 2013
Louisiana Annual
Conference at Centenary
College. The service is
scheduled June 2 for 7:30
p.m. in the Gold Dome. 

Larry  has served as a
pastor in the Louisiana Conference for 43
years and as Senior Pastor of First United
Methodist Church,  Monroe since 1995.
During his ministry he has chaired the
Louisiana Conference Council on Finance
and Administration, the Conference Board
of Pensions, the Conference Board of
Trustees, and served as President of the
United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana.

Larry and his wife Rita have two children
and two grandchildren. His hobbies include
golfing and anything outdoors.

A collection for One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS)will be taken during
Sunday evening’s Memorial and
Communion service. This offering will go
to assist United Methodist Committee on
Relief in their efforts to assist persons
throughout the world in times of disaster.
UMCOR does not receive United
Methodist World Service or apportionment
funds. It is  undesignated gifts and OGHS
that allow UMCOR to pay staff and admin-
ister the day-to-day operation of the organi-
zation. 

The public is invited to attend this spe-
cial and meaningful worship service!

Rev. Larry
Stafford

ACADIANA
Sunday, April 28, 2013 2:00 p.m. Pharr Chapel

517 federal Avenue
morgan City, LA

Sunday, April 28, 2013 5:00 p.m. Louisiana memorial
515 e Bellevue Street
opelousas, LA

ALEXANDRIA
Sunday, may 5, 2013 3:00 p.m. first Pineville UmC

2550 monroe Hwy
Pineville, LA

BATON ROUGE
Sunday, may 5, 2013 3:00 p.m University UmC

3350 dalrymple drive
Baton Rouge, LA

LAKE CHARLES
Sunday, may 5, 2013 2:30 p.m first Welsh UmC

306 N Adams Street
Welsh, LA

MONROE
Sunday, may 5, 2013 3:00 p.m. mcguire UmC

2075 Arkansas Road
West monroe, LA

NEW ORLEANS
Sunday, April 28, 2013 4:00 p.m georges Auditorium @

dillard University
New orleans ,LA

SHREVEPORT
Sunday, may 5, 2013 3:00 p.m. Asbury UmC, Bossier City

3200 Airline drive
Bossier City, LA

Annual Conference, from page 1



“How many of you are tired of hearing
The United Methodist Church is dying?”

Those were Glen Simpson’s first words
to participants at Relevance X 2013, a
three-day leadership conference in Las
Vegas Feb. 15-17 for young people 18 to
30. 

Through energetic worship services, ser-
mons, dialogue and a unique “field trip,”
participants focused on service and how
service should be a key component of their
faith. They were challenged to exhibit their
personal faith by being a servant to those in
need.

The Desert Southwest Annual (regional)
Conference began hosting Relevance X in
2010. Now an annual event, Relevance X
aims to reach young adults who often find
themselves without a voice in the church.
The event was also sponsored by
Claremont School of Theology and Rethink
Church, part of United Methodist
Communications.

“We need to ask each other how we can
become more relevant as a church, how we
can become better leaders,” said Simpson,
Desert Southwest’s coordinator for young
adult ministries. “Relevance X is all about
providing that platform.”

For the second year, Relevance X ran
side by side with LEAD 2013, another con-
ference geared toward young clergy and
lay leaders and those who work with young
people. LEAD brings together the collec-
tive wisdom of those who want to trans-
form and grow young adult ministry in the
church. TED-style talks from a variety of
faith leaders and those in creative ministry
sparked conversation among participants
focused on transforming young adult min-
istry in the church.

“I noticed leaders would come to
Relevance X without their kids and
thought, ‘How do we do this conference

for a group?’” said the Rev. Rob Rynders,
LEAD organizer and pastor of City Square
Church in Phoenix. 
A different approach

Here come the scary numbers. For the
past few months, religious news services
have been breathless over an October 2012
report from the Pew Center, which declared

that one in five adults in the United States
are “nones,” meaning they claim no reli-
gious affiliation whatsoever. According to
Pew, 32 percent of adults younger than 30
have no religious affiliation, and young
adults today are much more likely to be
unaffiliated than previous generations were
at a similar stage in their lives. 

While that information cannot be
ignored, Relevance/LEAD 2013 sought to
highlight unique ministries that are engag-
ing young people and find ways similar
creative ministries could be created, newer
ways to appeal to those who the church

does not now reach.
Evan Smith, who leads the Reverence

Electro-Ministry Team in Toronto, spoke
about the effectiveness of electronic music
and rave culture in worship. With a bevy of
tattoos, a lip ring and a streak of purple in
her hair, Smith doesn’t look like a typical
worship leader, and her ministry isn’t typi-

cal worship. It’s working, but she notes that
whether it’s something as radical as a rave
or your average lock-in, one must be
immersed in youth culture to connect effec-
tively.

“We have a responsibility to connect
with youth in their way,” she said. “If
you’re not social-media savvy, if you don’t
know who Skrillex is, if you can’t find a
video on YouTube, then get out. They will
learn more than us, bypass us, and there-
fore, bypass the love of Christ.”

Richard Kentopp, musician-in-residence
at Servant Church in Austin, Texas, echoed

Smith’s sentiment that you have to speak
different languages for different audiences.

“We don’t speak Latin any more, but we
don’t know how not to speak church-speak
to those who are outside,” Kentopp said.
“Don’t simply tailor your service to the
people already in your world. We all need
non-Christians joining our church and in
our services.”

One vital aspect of worship for youth is
music. Relevance and LEAD featured
everything from a praise rock band, a jazz
ensemble and a spoken-word artist to a
club DJ and an impromptu gospel choir.

Kentopp pointed out that staying up on
musical trends is key to reaching young
people. He shared an anecdote about a con-
versation with a music pastor who led a
contemporary service and described the
music as similar to James Taylor.

“Your primary weekly worship gather-
ing is the main door to the community, and
youth know Kanye West and Jay-Z more
than they know James Taylor,” he said.
“This isn’t a preference thing; it’s a true     -
linguistic barrier.”

LEAD also addressed issues that young
clergy face when they’re the ones who rep-
resent the generation gap. 

The Rev. Sarah Heath, teaching and
preaching site pastor for Shepherd of the
Hills United Methodist Church, Rancho
Santa Margarita, Calif., often finds her
youthful appearance – and actual young
age – can lead to dismissive attitudes. With
a nose ring and tattoos, she knows she
might not be accepted at just any church.

“If they don’t want me with a nose ring,
that’s not the place for me. Your job is to
be you,” she said.

Heath reminded participants that being a
pastor is not the only thing they are, and
perhaps they have other gifts they aren’t
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Senior high retreat draws more than 250

Young UMs gather, seek ways to transform the world at Relevance X

More than 250 youth and adult coun-
selors participated in the conference sen-
ior high retreat held March 1-3 at The
Wesley Center in Woodworth.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey joined
the youth, participating with them in the
2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run held on the
grounds of the center on Saturday morn-

ing. Skeeter Runs were held in nine
other cities throughout the state that
same morning.

Events for the weekend focused on
leadership with Rev. John Edd Harper
serving as retreat leader. Participants
enjoyed fellowship, music, worship,
small groups, games and great food

More than 2,500 runners, walkers and
volunteers raised funds and awareness for
Imagine No Malaria during the 2013
Louisiana Skeeter Run, held in 10 cities
throughout Louisiana on Saturday, March
2.

The combined 5K/one mile events
attracted community members, dedicated
runners and “swat teams” from many of
the local United Methodist churches
throughout the Louisiana Conference.

The donations from participants in this
year’s Skeeter Run generated more than
$43,000 that will be used to help those at
risk for contracting malaria. Last year’s run

generated $33,000, but was boosted to
$73,000 with gifts taken through a special
offering in the spring of 2012.

Help us boost this year’s total through
the conference-wide special offering being
taken on April 7! If your church cannot
collect the offering on April 7, we thankful-
ly ask that you try to do so by the end of
April. For your convenience, we have cre-
ated a Bulletin Insert for use in local
churches. 

With generous gifts from our caring
congregations, we may top $100,000!
Imagine the lives we’ll save. Imagine the
love we are sharing. Imagine No Malaria!

Skeeter Run: The race isn’t over yet!

See Relevance X, page 5



As they sat on the front pew of St.
Martin Methodist Church, a gentle breeze
ruffled the little girls’ frilly dresses in the
colors of a rainbow — pink, white,
turquoise, yellow — and tempted little
boys trying hard to be quiet for the two-
hour worship.

Lucienne Bazile stood in the open door-
way by the 20 children, gently shushing
them or separating them when they got a
little too busy and forgot where they were.

It was a dramatic change from a Sunday
in January 2010 when few children were in
attendance and services were held amid the
rubble of the church and school left behind
by the earthquake days before. 

On that day in 2010, and this Sunday in
2013, Noelzina Doavil and Bazile were at
their church — grieving then, joyful now.

The two faithful church members are
happy to be in the rebuilt structure that is
now one large two-story building with the
church on the second floor and the primary
school on the first level. The original
church and school were separate one-level
structures next to each other.

On Sept. 9, 2012, the Methodist Church
of Haiti welcomed about a thousand partic-
ipants to a joyous inaugural Communion
service at St. Martin’s Methodist Church. 

The beautiful white building shines in a

poor neighborhood that still shows scars
from the massive earthquake.

On Jan. 12, 2010, Doavil and Bazile
were just finishing choir practice in the
church with three other friends when they
felt the first tremors.

“We were just having prayer to end our
time together,” Doavil said. She and Bazile
were in a doorway and that saved them
from being crushed. Their friends were far-
ther back in the room and all died. Three
“brothers” in faith pulled them out, Bazile
said.

They both beamed when they spoke of
the new church and school constructed as
part of the Haiti Response Plan, a collabo-
rative effort with the Eglise Methodist
d’Haiti, United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission and the United Methodist
Committee on Relief.

“We lost some members because they
are afraid to come back in the building,”
said Gaston Hormil, a local preacher in St.
Martin. But many came back and brought
new people.

Voices of praise floated out the open
doors, and the Bible verses seemed espe-
cially related to the faithful congregation. 

In Psalm 91:14, they read, “Those who
love me, I will deliver; I will protect those
who know my name.”

Outreach and mission provide a won-
derful opportunity to share the light of
God’s love with neighbors near and far.
Whether you’re training a team of volun-
teers for an event across town or you’re
assembling a team of mission workers to
travel across the globe,preparation and
training are key to executing a faithful and
fruitful experience for everyone involved.

Challenges in mission and ministry will
arise, but by adopting John Wesley’s rules
for living, your team can respond to any
difficulties with love. Bishop Rueben Job,
author of Three Simple Rules, clearly
defines these rules in a wonderful resource
that can help any team engaged in ministry.

As you train, discuss how to apply these
three rules to situations volunteers may
encounter:
Rule #1: Do no harm.

Job says, “To do no harm means that I
will be on guard so that all my actions and
even my silence will not add injury to
another of God’s children or to any part of
God’s creation” (p. 46). To do no harm
means to respect the cultures and life situa-
tions of those with whom we minister.
Applications to discuss with volunteers
include:

• Dressing appropriately.
• Respecting everyone.
• Using appropriate language.
• Listening to one another, including

those we are serving, without trying to
“fix”situations.

• Doing everything without complaining
or arguing (Philippians 2:14). Read “Take
on the 21-day complaint-free church chal-
lenge” and do it!

• Always speaking calmly. Anger and
anxiety are contagious!

• Seeing every person as a beloved child

of God.
Rule #2: Do good.

Job says, “My desire to do good is in
response to God’s invitation to follow
Jesus, and it is in my control. I can deter-
mine to extend hospitality and goodness to
all I meet” (p.40).

To do good is to seek opportunities to
extend grace to all. Some ways of doing
this include:

• Greeting and making each person feel
welcome.

• Looking for small ways to serve

beyond what is expected.
• Thinking of being in ministry with

those we serve, rather than being in min-
istry to them.

• Anticipating the needs of those we
serve.

• Proactively resolving conflicts with

other team members.
• Celebrating moments of joy.

Rule #3: Stay in love with God.
Job says that as we stay in love with

God, we “find our moral direction, our wis-
dom, our courage, our strength to live faith-
fully from the One who authored us, called
us, sustains us, and sends us into the world
as witnesses who daily practice the way of
living with Jesus. Spiritual disciplines keep
us in that healing… (p. 54).”

Staying in love with God means prepar-
ing to give from the overflow of our hearts.

Since what we practice in seasons of calm
will help us in seasons of stress, consider
how your team will prepare their hearts for
serving. Consider asking team members to
commit to:

• Daily devotional time in the weeks
leading up to the ministry or mission

• Formation of a prayer team
• Corporate worship
• Fasting
• Journaling
Training and preparation will help both

volunteers and those we serve experience
God’s grace together!
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Ongoing work in earthquake ravaged Haiti includes rebuilding of St. Martin Methodist Church

Noelzina Doavil (right) joins fellow parishioners in singing a hymn during wor-
ship at St. Martin Methodist Church in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The church was
rebuilt following the Haiti earthquake in 2010. Doavil, who was at choir practice
when the earthquake hit, and another choir member were trapped in the rubble
when the church collapsed. Three others died there. A UMNS photo by Mike
DuBose.

‘Three Simple Rules’ to train church leaders and volunteers

using in their ministry. She said she
also experiences God through art,
music and acting and knows God
wants her to use those creative urges.

“God gives you unique talents and
gifts … and the world needs them. Say
you’re a great organizer, or you’re
great with finance — bless you! That’s
a ministry. You’ll reach people I can-
not.”
Having an impact

The centerpiece of Relevance X
2013 was a service experience with
Impact Las Vegas, an outreach min-
istry in a part of Las Vegas that doesn’t
get shown on TV. Just a few miles
from the lights on “The Strip,” the
neighborhoods are far from glamorous. 

Visitors see rows and rows of
homes badly in need of repair and with
bars over windows to prevent burgla-
ries. Nearby, homeless people sleep in
tent cities by the interstate.

More than 500 volunteers loaded
onto buses and headed into those areas
to clean them up. The volunteers, more
than one-third 18 to 34 and unconnect-
ed to a church, picked up trash from
the streets and alleys of the Palos
Verdes neighborhood and also cleaned
up parts of a nature trail.

Relevance X, from page 4



Those wishing to arrange for display
areas at the 2013 Louisiana Annual
Conference, slated for June 2-5, may do so
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the
Conference area offices. This year’s ses-
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport,
La., and exhibits are in the Fitness Center.

Those seeking a display area should
provide the following information as soon
as possible: name of agency/institution;
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone
number; address, e-mail address; number
of tables needed and whether or not there
will be a need for an electrical outlet.

There will be a charge of $25 for groups

not directly related to the Conference or its
related ministries. There will also be a $25
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables will
be provided, which can be set up Saturday
through Monday. The exhibitor is required
to provide any tablecloth, skirt, or other
decoration for their individual display
table. 

The deadline for space request is May
3, 2013. Spaces are designated on a first-
come,  first-served basis. Whitley may be
contacted by writing 527 North Blvd.,
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone
at (225) 346-1646.
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Any member of The United Methodist
Church, or any elected group of a local
church or District, is eligible to petition the
Louisiana Annual Conference.

To send petitions to present to the
Louisiana Conference, use the form found
in the Pre-Conference Report, and send
completed form to Rev. Bernadine
Johnson, Petitions Committee chair, at
johns.bern@gmail.com or mail to Rev.
Johnson at 12500 Old Hammond Hwy,
Apt. E5, Baton Rouge, LA 70816-1090 by
no later than May 26, 2013.

Conference Rules Article I: General
Rules for the Conference, Section G
Committee on Petitions states that any

Petition proposed by an individual member
or a duly elected body of the local church
or a district shall first be presented to the
Committee on Petitions no later than seven
(7) days prior to the opening session of the
Annual Conference. The committee shall
meet to review all petitions presented to it
and assign them to the proper body for
consideration by such body when it meets
on the opening day of the Annual
Conference. Each body to which a petition
is thus assigned shall make recommenda-
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence
therewith when it makes its report to the
Conference.

Sunday, June 2 Jackson Hall
Higher Education 4:00 – 6:00 Room 105
COSROW 4:00 – 6:00   Room 106
Church and Society 4:00 – 6:00 Room 103
Christian Unity 4:00 -  6:00 Room 111

Smith Building
Ordained Ministry 4:00 – 6:00 Kilpatrick 

Auditorium

New Member 4:00 -  5:30 Brown’s Chapel
Orientation

2013 Annual Conference Board Meetings
Before Annual Conference Meetings

Annual Conference Meetings

Monday, June 3, 2013
LA Fellowship of Local Pastors and

Associate Members

7:00 am

edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria

Cost: $10.00

Speaker: Rev.dr. R.L. Bethley 

Checks payable to LfLP&Am

RSVP: Pattye Hewitt

715 edinburgh Court

mandeville, LA 70448

(985) 778-3094

(985) 863-7452

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses 

12:00 Noon

first UmC, Shreveport

Cost $15.00

RSVP: Rita Boyd
706 Aberdeen Street
Lafayette, LA 70508

Extension Ministry

12:30 pm

edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria

Cost: $15.00

Speaker:  Bishop Harvey

RSVP: Kathy at (225) 346-1646 by

may 27th or email

enixmore@bellsouth.net

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship

12:15 pm

first UmC, Shreveport

education Bldg, 3rd floor

Cost : $12.00

Speaker:  Rev.george Hunter

Contact Woody Hingle via email

at nnhiii@bellsouth.net

Centenary Clergy & Laity Alumni

5:30 pm

Strawn’s eat Shop on King’s Hwy 

Cost; $0.00

RSVP: alumni@centenary.edu 

or call (318) 869-5115 by may 
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Board of Ordained Ministry

5:30 pm

St. Luke’s UmC

By invitation only

St . Luke’s UmC

6012 Youree drive

RVSP:johnedd@la-umc.org

Tuesday, June 4, 2013
Laity Breakfast
7:00 am
Broadmoor UmC Shreveport 
Cost $15.00

Speaker: Bishop Harvey

tickets are available from your 

district Lay Leader or purchase

at http:www.la-umc.org/events/detail/4819

COSROW

12:00 noon

Cost:  $22.95

edwin Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria

Purchase your tickets on line at 

http://www..la-umc.org/events/detail/4823

Retirees Luncheon

12:00 noon

Noel UmC

RSVP: Not necessary, just show 

up

larrymiller@la-umc.org

Gammon Alumni Dinner

5:00 pm

St. Paul UmC

Cost:  $15.00

Speaker: Albert mosely, 

President

RSVP: James graham 

218 Suzanne drive

Shreveport, LA 71115 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary

5:15 pm

monjuni’s

1315 Louisiana Avenue

Special guest: James A. 

Noseworthy

RSVP: Heather

(337) 499-7197 or email

hleyland@gmail.com

Asbury Alumni

5:15 pm

first Shreveport UmC

Cost:  $15.00

tickets a must

RSVP: John Robert Black 

(318) 560-7857 or email 

johnrobertblack@yahoo.com

Perkins Alumni

5:30 pm

first Shreveport UmC

Cost:  $20.00, free for current Perkins

Students

tickets needed

RSVP:  Sarah Williams Shoup

(225) 766-4594 or 

(337) 842-1241 or email

sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com

Duke Alumni

5:30 pm

first UmC, Shreveport Hunter Bldg., 

Room 103

Cost:  $15.00

RSVP Necessary

mail check to: Jonathan Beck

1st UmC, Po Box 1567

Shreveport, LA 71165

Candler Dinner

5:15 pm

Jethro’s Resturant

830 fanin, Shreveport

RSVP: franhoot@gmail.com or 

call francey Hooton(318)475-

2595

Wednesday, June 5, 2013
4th Day Breakfast

7:00 am

Broadmoor UmC Anderson Hall (gym)

Cost:  donation

Schedule of Meals for
Annual Conference

Display areas available at conference

Petitions Committee sets May 26th deadline

Pre-conference
report will be
available online

Media deadline
set for May 20th
The deadline for getting all
media or other information to
be presented on the screens
during the 2013 La. Annual
Conference is May 20, 2013.

All information must be sent to:

Rhonda Whitley,
La. Conference Area Offices,
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge,
LA 70802, by May 20.

All clergy and lay members
attending Annual Conference
are encouraged to download
their copy of the 2013 Pre-con-
ference Report from the confer-
ence website. The report will
be available after April 12.
The website address is www.la-
umc.org

Board of Discipleship     May 18, 2013



The United Methodist Church voted for
the following constitutional amendments at
the 2012 General Conference which will be
presented at annual conferences for
approval:

(¶ 6) The proposed amendment
acknowledges God’s action in conferring
the gift of the Church by including praying
for unity among the tasks of the Church.

(¶ 14) The proposed amendment would
allow the General Conference to meet at
other times during the calendar year on
dates better suited for younger delegates
and those with parenting responsibilities.

(¶ 32) The proposed amendment
removes the connotation that leadership
training is only about preaching in order to
develop skills and enhance the spiritual
gifts of the laity.

(¶ 40) The proposed amendment gives
the power of boundary decisions to juris-
dictional and central conferences, bodies
that include lay persons.

Proposed Constitutional Amendment I
On April 30, 2012, at a session of the

General Conference of The United
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida,
the following Constitutional Amendment
was adopted by a recorded vote of 865 Yes,
50 No (Calendar Item 211, DCA p. 2340).
It is now presented to the Annual
Conferences for vote.

In the 2008 Book of Discipline,
Division One, ¶ 6, Article VI, (2012 Book
of Discipline, Division One, ¶ 6, Article
VI)) amend by addition as follows:

After “it will” add “pray.” 
If voted and so declared by the Council

of Bishops, ¶ 6 (¶ 6) would read:
Ecumenical Relations—As part of the

church universal, The United Methodist
Church believes that the Lord of the church
is calling Christians everywhere to strive
toward unity; and therefore it will pray,
seek, and work for unity at all levels of
church life: through world relationships
with other Methodist churches and united

churches related to The Methodist Church
or The Evangelical United Brethren
Church, through councils of churches, and
through plans of union and covenantal rela-
tionships with churches of Methodist or
other denominational traditions.

Proposed Constitutional Amendment II
On May 1, 2012, at a session of the

General Conference of The United
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida,
the following Constitutional Amendment
was adopted by a recorded vote of 731 Yes,
181 No (Calendar Item 205, DCA p. 2430).
It is now presented to the Annual
Conferences for vote.

In the 2008 Book of Discipline,
Division Two, Section II, ¶ 14, Article II,
(2012  Book of Discipline, Division Two,
Section II, ¶ 14, Article II)) amend by dele-
tion and addition as follows:

After “shall meet” delete “in the month
of April or May” and after “duly authorized
committees.” add a new sentence, “The
change in the preceding sentence shall
become effective at the close of General
Conference in 2016.”

If voted and so declared by the Council
of Bishops, ¶ 14 (¶ 14) would read:

The General Conference shall meet
once in four years at such time and in such
place as shall be determined by the General
Conference or by its duly authorized com-
mittees. The change in the preceding sen-
tence shall become effective at the close of
General Conference in 2016.

A special session of the General
Conference, possessing the authority and
exercising all the powers of the General
Conference, may be called by the Council
of Bishops, or in such other manner as the
General Conference may from time to time
prescribe, to meet at such time and in such
place as may be stated in the call. Such
special session of the General Conference
shall be composed of the delegates to the
preceding General Conference or their law-
ful successors, except that when a particu-
lar annual conference or missionary confer-

ence shall prefer to have a new election it
may do so. The purpose of such special
session shall be stated in the call, and only
such business shall be transacted as is in
harmony with the purpose stated in such
call unless the General Conference by a
two-thirds vote shall determine that other
business may be transacted.

Proposed Constitutional Amendment –
III

On May 3, 2012, at a session of the
General Conference of The United
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida,
the following Constitutional Amendment
was adopted by a recorded vote of 618 Yes,
306 No (Calendar Item 54, DCA pp. 2672-
73). It is now presented to the Annual
Conferences for vote.

In the 2008 Book of Discipline,
Division Two, Section VI, ¶ 32,  Article I,
(2012  Book of Discipline, Division Two,
Section VI, ¶ 32, Article I) amend by dele-
tion and addition as follows:

After “director of Lay” delete
“Speaking” and add “Servant”.

If voted and so declared by the Council
of Bishops, ¶ 32 (¶ 32) would read:

The annual conference shall be com-
posed of clergy and lay members. The cler-
gy membership shall consist of deacons
and elders in full connection, provisional
members, associate members, and local
pastors under appointment. The lay mem-
bership shall consist of professing lay
members elected by each charge, the dia-
conal ministers, the active deaconesses, and
home missioners under episcopal appoint-
ment within the bounds of the annual con-
ference, the conference president of United
Methodist Women, the conference presi-
dent of United Methodist Men, the confer-
ence lay leader, district lay leaders, the con-
ference director of Lay Servant Ministries,
conference secretary of Global Ministries
(if lay), the president or equivalent officer
of the conference young adult organization,
the president of the conference youth
organization, the chair of the annual confer-

ence college student organization, and one
young person between the ages of twelve
(12) and seventeen (17) and one young per-
son between the ages of eighteen (18) and
thirty (30) from each district to be selected
in such a manner as may be determined by
the annual conference. In the annual con-
ferences of the central conferences, the
four-year participation and the two-year
membership requirements may be waived
by the annual conference for young persons
under thirty (30) years of age. Such persons
must be professing members of The United
Methodist Church and active participants at
the time of election. Each charge served by
more than one clergy shall be entitled to as
many lay members as there are clergy
members. The lay members shall have
been for the two years next preceding their
election members of The United Methodist
Church and shall have been active partici-
pants in The United Methodist Church for
at least four years next preceding their elec-
tion. If the lay membership should number
less than the clergy members of the annual
conference, the annual conference shall, by
its own formula, provide for the election of
additional lay members to equalize lay and
clergy membership of the annual confer-
ence.

Proposed Constitutional Amendment –
IV

On May 1, 2012, at a session of the
General Conference of The United
Methodist Church held in Tampa, Florida,
the following Constitutional Amendment
was adopted by a recorded vote of 848 Yes,
57 No (Calendar Item 207, DCA p. 2431).
It is now presented to the Annual
Conferences for vote.

In the 2008 Book of Discipline,
Division Two, Section VII, ¶ 40, Article I,
(2012  Book of Discipline, Division Two,
Section VII, ¶ 40, Article I) amend by dele-
tion and addition, as follows:

Delete the first two words, “Changes in”
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Conference awards deadlines announced Clergy Transition Seminar
May 4, 2013

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La.

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry?

What are your questions for the journey?

What conversations would be helpful?

Planned activities designed to assist clergy and families in transition

Registration: 9 – 9:30 a.m.

Lunch: 12 noon

Event ending: 3:30 p.m.

$45 per household

We ask that the church where you are currently serving pay the reg-
istration fee, not the church you are moving to.

Clergy and their spouses are invited.
if desired, children ages three and up may also attend.

Please register by April  29!
RSVP to Linda  Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 at linda-

gregg@la-umc.org

For more information contact Linda Gregg, your District
Superintendent, or W. Craig Gilliam  at

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046.

Every year, the La. Commission on the
Status and Role of Women (COSROW)
recognizes a woman in the Louisiana
Annual Conference who has made contri-
butions as a caring Christian to her congre-
gation and community in the spirit of
Sojourner Truth, who broke barriers for
many in the area of justice and compas-
sion.

The Sojourner Truth Award, presented
during the COSROW luncheon at Annual
Conference, recognizes a woman who
exemplifies great faith in the power of
God; demonstrates courageous and bold
action; speaks to diminish gender and eth-
nic inequality; and gives her time to work
outside of her professional duties and
responsibilities.

To make a nomination, send a letter
describing the candidate that embodies this
list of qualifications and accomplishments
to Carolyn Fletcher at revfletch@att.net
and put Sojourner Truth Award in the sub-
ject line. Nominations will be accepted
until April 13.

The Louisiana Annual Conference is
accepting nominations for The Harry
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy,
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman
Evangelism Award recognizes a person
whose life and ministry exemplifies the
teaching of Christ and the Great
Commission.  To learn more about the
award or to download nomination forms
visit our website at www.evangelize.org.
The Louisiana Annual Conference United
Methodist Merit Scholarships for $1,000
each are available to undergraduate stu-
dents who will be attending Centenary,
Dillard or another United Methodist related
college or university in the fall of 2032.
Applicants should demonstrate academic
excellence, church participation, financial
need, vocational preparation or other perti-
nent criteria. Applications must be post-
marked no later than April 18, 2013 and
winners will be announced by May 15,
2013.  Contact karlsklaus@yahoo.com for
the Merit Scholarship Application.

Proposed constitutional amendments for approval at annual conference

See Amendments, page 7



Give Life.   After Life.

My Legacy

With planned giving, you can be sure 

the possessions God has entrusted to you 

now are invested in ways consistent with 

your values after you’re gone.

Give life to others and the church by 

creating a plan through any of these gift 

vehicles:

• bequest in your will

• charitable gift annuity

• charitable remainder trust

• life insurance policy

• life estate

Contact us to fi nd out how 

you can give life after life.

(225) 346-1535     

(800) 256-9317

www.umfgiving.org
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Christian Community Development conference coming to NOLA
The Christian

Community
Development
Association will hold
its 25th annual national
conference Sept. 11-14
at the Hyatt Regency,
601 Loyola Ave., in
New Orleans.

The event, especial-
ly helpful to local
churches in urban set-
tings and transitioning
communities, offers
practical training for
creative and missional
expressions of the
church.

Workshop tracks
include: New
Neighbors; Education-
Disparities,
Alternatives, Assets
and Programs;
Collaboration,
Partnership and Reconciliation; Families
and Soul Care; Transforming Lives with
Art and Technology; Youth and Children;
Leadership Development; Housing; and

Health and the Environment.
Find out more about the conference by

visiting http://www.ccda.org/gather/nation-
al-conferences/2013-new-orleans

A brief video about CCDA and its mis-

sion can be found at
http://youtu.be/7R1TK_YDGf8

Registration is open for Exploration
scheduled for Nov. 15-17,2013 in Denver,
Colo., an event for young adults age 18-26
to hear, discern, and respond to God’s call
to ordained ministry in The United
Methodist Church. Featured speakers will
include Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey and
the Rev. Jorge Acevedo.

Bishop Fierro Harvey, episcopal leader
for the Louisiana Annual Conference, is
the former deputy general secretary for the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR).

Acevedo, who will preach during open-
ing worship, is the lead pastor at Grace
Church , a multi-site, United Methodist
congregation in Southwest Florida.

“If you think God might be calling you
to ordained ministry, if you wondered what
ordained ministry in the UMC looks like,
or you want to be with other people who
are sifting through these issues as well, this
gathering is for you,” said the Rev. Trip
Lowery, the General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry’s Director of
Young Adult Ministry Discernment and
Enlistment.

To learn more, to register, or to apply to
be a blogger or speaker, visit
www.explorecalling.org

or www.gbhem.org/exploration.

Bishop Harvey to
speak at
Exploration 2013

and following “episcopal areas” delete
“may be effected” and add “shall be deter-
mined” and after “and the central confer-
ences” add “The authority of jurisdictional
and central conferences provided herein is
not circumscribed or limited by the author-
ity provided to the College of Bishops to
arrange a plan of episcopal supervision.”

If voted and so declared by the Council
of Bishops, ¶ 40 (¶ 40) would read:

The number, names, and boundaries of
the annual conferences and episcopal areas
shall be determined by the jurisdictional
conferences in the United States of
America and by the central conferences
outside the United States of America
according to the provisions under the
respective powers and pursuant to the
respective structures of the jurisdictional
and the central conferences. The authority
of jurisdictional and central conferences
provided herein is not circumscribed or
limited by the authority provided to the
College of Bishops to arrange a plan of
episcopal supervision.

Amendments, from page 7


