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Cambodian Connection

Backpack ministry / 8

Skeeter Run / 3

Book signing / 8

More than four months of construc-
tion, three years of planning and $40,000
of fundraising culminated Oct. 2 in the
dedication of the new Samreth Methodist
Church in Cambodia, as congregants
from churches throughout Kampong
Thom Province gathered to celebrate
with their supporters and partners in min-
istry from First United Methodist Church
in Baton Rouge. 

Nine members of the Baton Rouge
United Methodist Church traveled to
Cambodia to witness the dedication as

emissaries from their home congregation,
which donated $35,000 to construct the
new church. Team leaders Judy Foust and
Cooky Coffy helped cut the ribbon to
mark the official church opening.

The day was fullof excitement as 300
Methodist church members from across
the province gathered to sing hymns,
watch traditional Khmer dances, eat a fel-
lowship meal together, and most impor-
tantly, pray for the future of the new
building and its congregants.

The new building sits on land donated

by GBGM missionaries Marilyn and
Joseph Chan as well as U.S. supporter
Barbara Aitken.

The building measures just over 1,700
square feet, including space for a pastor’s
office and a music room. The sanctuary
itself takes up the bulk of the three-room
church and can hold upwards of 300 peo-
ple.

The new sanctuary was filled to
capacity for its first official service on

First UMC, Baton Rouge funds Samreth sanctuary

See Cambodia, page 5

Excitement is building for the
Louisiana Skeeter Run which consists of
nine 5K and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday,
April 21, 2012 benefitting Imagine No
Malaria, our denomination’s global initia-
tive dedicated to eradicating malaria world-
wide. A microsite has been established at

www.changetheworldla.org for event regis-
tration and race information.

Bishop William W. Hutchinson and the
Appointive Cabinet are asking that local
churches: 1) Promote this event through
church media, websites and newsletters, 2)
Speak about the event from the pulpit, 3)

Make SURE there is a point person for
signing up church members to participate
in the race and assist that person by
encouraging others to register on the
microsite, and 4) That every United

Local churches urged to register participants for Skeeter Run

See Skeeter Run, page 3

Nine members of First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge traveled to Cambodia last October to witness the dedication of
the sanctuary for Samreth Methodist Church. The group went as emissaries from their home congregation, which donated
$35,000 to construct the new building. The group also assisted with construction tasks, as well as hosting a Vacation Bible
School for children in the area. A Cambodian woman is shown, above, weaving a basket as part of one of several micro-indus-
tries supported by The United Methodist Church. These industries assist impoverished Cambodian women in becoming self
sufficient by creating sources of income for their families.

To register 

for the Louisiana

Skeeter Run

April 21, 2012

visit
changetheworldla.org



We made it out of Egypt just in time!
When we arrived at customs in Atlanta
on January 27, having flown in directly
from Cairo, via Paris, the officer there
was surprised to discover that we had left
Cairo that morning.  “They’re detaining
Americans there today,” he said.
Imagine our sense of relief and grateful-
ness that we were not sitting in the
American embassy there, hoping to get
news of our departure soon and fearing
for our safety.

Following our trip to the Holy Land
with a wonderful group of Ordinands and
other pilgrims from Louisiana, we did a
short extension in Egypt where we expe-
rienced some of the most incredible
monuments ever built, a warm and
friendly people, and a stunning and
seemingly peaceful land.  The Nile river
valley is one of the most fertile I have
ever seen, and the desert reaches on
either side of the river valley encompass-
es some of the most desolate, yet beauti-
ful land on earth.  The temples, tombs,
and pyramids were everything I had
expected and then some.  The food and
culture was fascinating and welcoming.
There was never a moment when I felt
uneasy about my safety or about the
safety of our group.

On the evening of January 25, we
were guests at a celebration party for the
first anniversary of the Egyptian revolu-
tion.  It was a happy, celebrative, and
“calm” affair.  The hosts at the hotel
were thrilled we were there with them to
celebrate this joyous occasion which
reminded them of their new opportunity
to become a land and people they have
longed to be.  We were glad to be there.

On the 26th of January we had to
abandon our plans to see the Cairo
Museum, which houses many of the
treasures of Egypt, because of the cau-
tion of keeping Americans away from
Tahrir Square where the people assem-
bling were quite unhappy that the mili-
tary had not yet relinquished power.  We
were comfortable avoiding any potential
danger and were thrilled to visit instead
the original capitol of the land, Memphis,
and to see yet one more of the pyramids,
the “Step Pyramid.”  

Early in the morning of the 27th we
departed for the USA.  Ever since we
have been back on the soil of our
beloved country we have heard of the
incidents that are happening in Egypt
regarding US tourists and visitors.  We’re
grateful to be home!  But it strikes me
that not all people have the security of
home which we have.  Home for many is
in a constant state of uncertainty and
threat.

Such was the case for the Holy
Family.  Shortly after Jesus’ birth his
safety and security was threatened in his
home country and his family took him

and went for safety
and security to
Egypt!  It was there
that he lived for
what some believe
to have been ten
years while the
threat against his life
in Israel subsided.  It
was there in Egypt
where he grew in
wisdom and stature

and was readied to visit the temple
mount with his parents where he amazed
the elders and priests with his insights
and understandings.  It was in this
incredible country of Egypt, where he
grew in the shadows of these same mag-
nificent temples and verdant surround-
ings, that he gained his boyhood strength
and understandings.  It was there, in
today’s hotbed of “freedom-seeking” that
he found security and safety.  It was in
the very land that had enslaved his ances-
tors that he enjoyed freedom.  

“Home” may not always be a stable
place.  “Home” may even be a threaten-
ing place.  “Home” may be a place of
unrest and discomfort. But home is
home.  And people love home.  It is my
prayer that all people of the earth will
have a place to call “home” that is safe,
secure, productive, embracing and nur-
turing.  Everyone deserves a place where
they can sit under the shade of their own
vine and fig tree and not worry or be
threatened. 

“Now it shall come to pass in the lat-
ter days that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established on the top of
the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills; and peoples shall flow to
it. . . . He shall judge between many peo-
ples, and rebuke strong nations afar off;
they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war anymore.  But everyone shall sit
under his vine and under his fig tree, and
no one shall make them afraid; for the
mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.”
(Micah 4: 1-4)

Please join me in prayer for “peace on
earth and good will to all”, and for coun-
tries where people are not afraid. Let us
pray indeed for the “peace of Jerusalem”,
the peace of Bethlehem, and for all of the
Middle East and the precious people who
call that beautiful part of God’s world,
“home.”  

In Christ’s love,

Bill Hutchinson  
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ON THE JOURNEY

Home and Peace

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

Hamilton to teach at Conference

The Louisiana Annual Conference is
now accepting nominations for The Harry
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy,
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman
Evangelism Award recognizes a person
whose life and ministry exemplifies the
teaching of Christ and the Great
Commission.  To learn more about the

award or to download nomination forms
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646.
Nominations must be received at the La.
Conference Office, Attn. Glennell Cottrill,
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802
no later than March 1, 2012.

The Louisiana Annual Conference will
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville.

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of
the Center on Aging and Older Adult
Ministries for the General Board of
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre-
senter during the event.

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m.
- 3:30 p.m.

Early Bird registration is $25 (before
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.)
Lunch is included. Register online at
http://events.SignUp4.net/CreativeMinistrie
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to
Louisiana Conference Office, Attention:
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference,
UMC.”

Nominations for Denman Award due

The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference
will be held June 3-6, 2012 in the Gold
Dome at Centenary College in Shreveport,
La. This year’s theme is Developing
Christian Leaders.

Highlights of the Conference include:
•Guest teacher Rev. Adam Hamilton,

founding pastor of the United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,
Kansas. The United Methodist Church of
the Resurrection has grown from four peo-
ple in 1990 to more than 16,000 adult
members with an average weekly worship
attendance of more than 8,600 in 2011. The
church was listed as the most influential
mainline church in America in a 2005 sur-
vey of American pastors. Rev. Hamilton

will teach Sunday, June 3 at 7:45 p.m. and
Monday, June 4 at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m.

•The Conference will celebrate 12 years
of ministry with Bishop William W.
Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader.

•The Ordination and Commissioning
Service will be held the evening of
Tuesday, June 5 at First United Methodist
Church in Shreveport.

•Our Memorial and Communion
Service will be held on Monday, June 4 at
7 p.m. in the Gold Dome.

To view highlights of the 2011
Louisiana Annual Conference, visit the
updated Conference website at www.la-
umc.org

Older adult workshops set for March 

Many thanks to our Louisiana Skeeter Run sponsors!

United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana
Coca- Cola Company
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Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth

Evangelism and Professions of Faith Convocation slated March 19-20

The Discerners Academy, slated for
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, is a conference offering for
college students and second career persons
asking about seminary, as well as just
beginning to listen to God's call in their
lives. 

There will be small groups where they
can ask questions and be led in discussions
about discernment. Along the way, they
will hear clergy persons telling of their
journeys of discernment and how they
began to respond to God's call. They will

hear about different clergy options such as
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and full-time
Local Pastor. 

“The Discerners Academy allows per-
sons college-age and above to journey
together as they seek to connect their call
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole
Cotton Winn.

Participants in the academy will:
-Ask Questions
-Experience what a seminary class

might be like
-Explore more deeply the process of dis-

cernment
-Meet others on the journey
Present during the weekend are Bishop

William W. Hutchinson as well as a
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder
and a local pastor. Representatives from
various seminaries will also be present.

Participants will gather at The Wesley
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at
noon.

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30)
(Includes double occupancy room and

all meals)

Send the following information and
your check made payable to “Louisiana
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802:

Name, Address, and phone number(s)
Email address
Age
Local church
Name you want on your nametag
Roommate preference
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot-

tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg,
lindagregg@la-umc.org

Methodist, if  physically able, sign up to
participate in the Louisiana Skeeter Run,

yourself! And if not running, offer to spon-
sor a fellow church member to run or walk
in your place! 

Also, we are asking that as many local
churches as possible play a 30-minute
Imagine No Malaria documentary entitled
“A Killer in the Dark.” The DVD is perfect

for small groups, Sunday School classes,
youth groups, senior groups, etc. It could
be played at any church-wide gathering.
Churches can host a community screening
of the DVD. All of these efforts will help
educate our church members and commu-
nities on the devastation of malaria and
how we can be a part of the solution.

The award-winning documentary, which
aired on NBC in 2011, was created to
increase awareness and action against

malaria, a disease that kills a child in Africa
every 45 seconds. Hosted by actress Pauley
Perrette (NCIS), the documentary chroni-
cles the daily struggle against malaria that
people in Africa face every day. It also
highlights the community-based efforts
underway to fight malaria through Imagine
No Malaria, an initiative of The United
Methodist Church that aims to end prevent-
able deaths from the disease. “A Killer in
the Dark” has been honored with an Aurora

Award and has received “Platinum” honors
for Video/Nonprofit from the Association
of Marketing and Communications
Professionals. Copies of the “A Killer in
the Dark” DVD will be in the District
office by March 15.

The cost of participating in the run/walk
is $25, but runners can register for an Early
Bird fee of $20 if they register before April
7. Runners under the age of 18 register for
$12, with an Early Bird fee of $10. 

Skeeter Run, from page 1

The Louisiana Conference Board of
Ordained Ministry  is sponsoring an
Evangelism and Professions of Faith
Convocation on March 19-20 at The
Wesley Center in Woodworth.

The event is designed for all clergy and
certified lay professionals.

The convocation offers an opportunity
for those persons to earn a portion of their
continuing education requirements. This
CE event encourages pastors and certified
lay professionals to develop their skills in
an important area of their ministry. 

“All of us have participated in the self-
identification of our churches, and should
be aware of the metrics that are being used
to determine the effectiveness of the work
of the church. One of the most important

tasks of the church is to reach people who
have never professed faith in Christ. Our
Bishop and other church leaders have
emphasized the importance of professions
of faith to the Church. This convocation
will share some thoughts and ideas that
will assist you in developing your ministry
around the mission of the church-’Make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world’. It is our hope that this
event can make us more effective in that
mission,” wrote Rev. Irvin J. Boudreaux,
continuing education chair.

Guest leadership for the convocation
will by Dr. Jim Jackson and Rev. Amy
Mercer.

Rev. Jackson has been the senior pastor
at Chapelwood United Methodist Church

since 1994.  Prior to arriving in Houston,
he served churches in Ashburn, Georgia,
Columbus, Georgia, and Lubbock, Texas.
During his tenure at Chapelwood, it has
grown to be one of the flagship churches in
United Methodism.

Rev. Mercer is an ordained deacon in
full connection. She answered her call to
full time ministry, after being an oilfield
geologist for 10 years.  She served on staff
at two mission-minded churches in
Louisiana. Before moving to El Paso,
Texas and Western Hills UMC in July
2009, she was the Director of Operations
for the Louisiana United Methodist
Disaster Recovery Ministry (2006-2009)
dealing with the aftermath of Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike.

Other offerings of the convocation
include:

•Times of worship in contemporary and
liturgical styles.

•Times of Centering Prayer
•Panel discussion by pastors of churches

with different fields of mission.
•Fellowship with colleagues in ministry
1.5 CEU’s will be available for partici-

pating in this event.  You must read the
material in the reading packet before
attending the convocation in order to get
the CEU credit.

Download the brochure and registration
form for this event at www.la-umc.org 

For more information, contact Rev.
Boudreaux at (225) 315-7587 or email 

ijb@minister.com
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Months before the 2012 General
Conference, delegates to The United
Methodist Church’s top lawmaking body
got a hint of the debate to come regarding
restructuring the denomination. 

More than 300 delegates, communica-
tors and agency staff gathered Jan. 19-21
for the Pre-General Conference News
Briefing at the Tampa Convention Center,
where discussions of the proposed changes
dominated conversation. 

The main piece of legislation — the
result of the multiyear Call to Action
process — would consolidate nine of the
church’s 13 general agencies into a new
United Methodist Center for Connectional
Mission and Ministry under a 15-member
board. 

The board would be appointed by and
accountable to a 45-member advisory
board called the General Council for
Strategy and Oversight, which would
replace the Connectional Table that
presently coordinates the denomination’s
mission, ministry and resources. 

Essentially, the proposal would reduce
agency boards now governed by more than
500 people to a group of 60. The legisla-
tion would also allow the board of the
newly created center to redistribute up to
$60 million toward funding theological
education, recruiting young clergy and fos-
tering vital congregations — about 10 per-
cent of the amount presently budgeted for
general church operations. 

Delegates heard both an overview of
restructuring legislation and concerns that
the plan would damage the denomination’s
connectionalism, give too much power to
the bishops and eliminate the denomina-
tion’s historic “separation of powers”
between bishops and General Conference. 

An overarching question for many at the
briefing: Will the reorganization achieve its
goal of promoting more vital congregations

or have the opposite effect? 
The Council of Bishops and

Connectional Table initiated the Call to
Action to reorder the life of the church in
the wake of the 2008 global economic cri-
sis and after decades of declining U.S.
membership. The Call to Action Interim
Operations Team devised the recommended
changes, and the Connectional Table draft-
ed the legislation. 

“We do not presume that what we are
presenting is perfect by any means,” said
Jay Brim, who chairs the Connectional
Table’s legislative committee. “It is a pro-
posal to move us toward change, and these
changes, we hope, will be a significant step
forward for the church.” 

He said the proposal does not really
address general church staff. “It’s about the
governance of the general church,” he said. 

Brim, lay leader of the Southwest Texas
Annual (regional) Conference, said the
denomination’s 13 current general boards
are “in a constant push to make sure that
local churches and annual conferences
know who they are, what they have to offer
and how to get it from them.” 

“What we’re trying to create out of this
cacophony is a simple structure that every-
body can identify without removing any-
thing we currently have,” he said. “Our
hope is that we can find a better way to
offer our services at the general church
level down to local congregations and
annual conferences.” 

Even before the Connectional Table
devised its restructuring legislation, 10 of
the agency boards were also developing
their own legislation to shrink their board
membership. This followed an operational
assessment by consultants that found most
agencies were too big and met too infre-
quently to provide accountability.

The Council of Bishops endorsed the
restructuring at its November meeting, but
the vote was not unanimous. Phoenix Area

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño shared her
concerns about the plan during a presenta-
tion. 

“Studies have shown that there is dupli-
cation and even competition among our
general agencies that does not benefit the
mission and ministry that God is calling us
to be about,” Carcaño said. 

“Yet, general agencies have served a
vital function for resourcing the church and
enabling us to act connectionally, and we
should not lose these essential functions.
There are things even our strongest local
churches cannot do alone, and some things
they will not do.” 

In some ways, she suggested, the pro-
posed restructuring of the agencies does
not go far enough. She noted that the
Connectional Table legislation just puts
agency work in new categories and leaves
unanswered what agency functions might
be dropped or added to better serve a glob-
al denomination. 

In addition, she and others at the Pre-
General Conference News Briefing echoed
concerns raised by the denomination’s eth-
nic caucuses that the smaller governance
boards would severely limit the contribu-
tions of people of color. “In the U.S., a
church that does not reach out to people of
color is a church that will die,” Carcaño
said.  

The Rev. Tim McClendon, a
Connectional Table member and the
Columbia (S.C.) District superintendent,
explained his worry that the Connectional
Table legislation would give too much
power to the denomination’s bishops. 

At the coming General Conference, del-
egates also will take up a proposed amend-
ment to the denomination’s constitution to
create a bishop without the usual responsi-
bility of overseeing a geographical area.
That bishop would be elected by the
Council of Bishops and would have —
among other duties — the authority to

serve as the denomination’s chief ecumeni-
cal officer, help align the strategic direction
of the church and focus on growing vital
congregations. 

The Connectional Table endorsed this
change, and under the proposed restructur-
ing legislation, the “set-aside” bishop
would be chair of the General Council for
Strategy and Oversight and ex-officio
member of the board of the Center for
Connectional Mission and Ministry. 

Five of the voting members of the pro-
posed Council for Strategy and Oversight
would be bishops. The Center for
Connectional Mission and Ministry would
make its financial decisions in consultation
with the Council of Bishops. 

“The power dynamic isn’t equal no mat-
ter how someone does the math,” said
McClendon, who is a candidate for the
episcopacy. “There is no way for the 15
persons, who are unpaid volunteers, no
matter how great they are in all that they
do, … to make these (financial) decisions.
It also seems to me that the set-aside bish-
op is where the real power is in the pro-
posed structure. 

The Rev. Thomas E. Frank, a historian
of Methodism and professor at Wake
Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C.,
urged the delegates to keep the denomina-
tion’s historic “principles” of governance in
mind when evaluating restructuring propos-
als. 

He noted that the denomination and all
but one of its predecessor bodies have
maintained a “separation of powers”
between General Conference and bishops. 

Methodism also historically has separat-
ed the authority over programming from
authority over money, he said. 

“Separation of the two prevents consoli-
dation of power and advances accountabili-
ty and participation,” Frank said.

General Conference tackles restructuring of United Methodist denomination

“Everyday Excellence” 
A seminar in culture making with

ANDY CROUCH
March 23-24, 2012
Kilpatrick Auditorium in the Smith Building 
Centenary College of Louisiana 

SCHEDULE

$75 registration

For more information and registration, 

VISIT  centenary.edu/clc/crouch
or call 

Andy is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, 
winner of Christianity Today’s 2009 Book Award for Christianity and 
Culture. In 2011 he became special assistant to the president at  
Christianity Today International, where he has served as executive 
producer of the documentaries Where Faith and Culture Meet and 
Round Trip, and as editorial director of the Christian Vision Project. 
He serves on the governing boards of Fuller �eological Seminary and 
Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization focused on ending child 
exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & Culture, a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Mission’s IJM Institute, and a member of the Board of Advisors 
for the John Templeton Foundation. 
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Oct. 2, as the crowd of members from
Samreth and other area churches, along
with curious spectators, clapped and sang
to the rhythm of favorite Khmer hymns
played on traditional Cambodian instru-
ments — the roneath, khum, and trouh.
The sounds of plucking and strumming,
drumming and clapping resonated off the
tile floors and walls as the congregation’s
musicians used their gifts to consecrate the
building.

The children and youth of the church
contributed their talents to the dedication
ceremony, with children singing a special
song and the youth performing several tra-
ditional Khmer dances, complete with the
ornate costumes befitting such an occasion.

Many of the youth participating in the

dances stand to benefit from the church’s
newest  ministry, which its partners are
facilitating in conjunction with the new
church building. 

In addition to financing the church and
parsonage, First UMC in Baton Rouge also
raised funds to support the construction of
a youth dormitory that will allow students
studying at the high school next door to the
church — the only school around for kilo-
meters — to lodge at the school during the
week.

The scheme facilitates’ the youths’ edu-
cation by giving them a way around the
long and arduous daily journey home by
foot or bicycle, an undertaking that would
prevent many of them from going to school
in the first place.

In fact, the delegation from Baton
Rouge pitched in on the construction site

during the week they spent at the church
prior to the dedication. Team members
sweated alongside local youth, hauling dirt,
mixing cement and laying bricks. By
week’s end, the foundation and two walls
were standing tall at the dormitory site
directly behind the church. The building
was completed shortly after their departure.

Others from the Louisiana team spent
their week putting on a Vacation Bible
School program for 40 of the church’s chil-
dren. Laughter filled the sanctuary of the
church each day as the kids partook the tra-
ditional VBS activity genre — arts and
crafts, group games, and singing and danc-
ing — providing their own consecration of
the new building.

The children capped off their week by
learning a special dual language English-
Khmer version of “I Love My Jesus Deep

Down in My Heart,” which they had the
chance to perform at the official dedication
service on Sunday.

Also during the dedication ceremony,
Pastor Roth Oung made it clear to church
members and guests that the new building
will open to the public for the service of
the community.

It’s a promise the congregation has
already made good on, opening its doors to
host a government-funded mosquito net
distribution program not long after the ded-
ication, and serving as a conference hall for
a meeting of World Vision representatives
recently as well as a distribution center for
flood victims in this community, which has
been devastated by this year’s flooding.

Cambodia, from page 1
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Please join us for the 6th Annual Christian Leadership Center  

Fundraising Dinner with silent auction. As Bishop William Hutchinson  

concludes his twelve year episcopacy this August, Centenary College honors 

Bishop Hutchinson and wife Kay for their outstanding servant leadership, 

life of ministry, and the legacy they have built in Louisiana and at Centenary. 

Come and honor Bishop and Kay Hutchinson with us and be inspired! 

centenary.edu/clc/fundraiser 

or call 318.869.5112

($40 individual ticket, $275 table of 8)

BISHOP WILLIAM HUTCHINSON
6th Annual Fundraising Dinner

For more information 

and registration:
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Members of a  team from First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge led a Vacation Bible School for Cambodian children during their October mission to Samreth Methodist
Church in Cambodia. A local woman feeds chickens as part of an micro-industry sponsored by The United Methodist Church for Cambodian women.



The Louisiana Conference, through the
Conference Board of Discipleship and the
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer-
ing a FREE online service in the area of
worship.  This nationwide service is direct-
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as
consultant to our Conference Worship
Committee for the 2011 Annual
Conference session.  She has been invited
back to assist with the 2012 Conference
session, as well.  Dr. McFee is a nationally
known worship leader who coordinated
worship at the 2008 General Conference
session, and who will guide worship at the
General Conference session in 2012.

Through Worship Design Studio, local
churches will get worship planning help for
every season of the liturgical year.  Dr.
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of
interviews with nationally-known preach-
ers, music directors and visual artists in
advance of each liturgical season.  They
will talk about the upcoming season and
brainstorm various thematic ideas to help
get your worship team jump-started in their

planning.  Marcia
will post ideas and
materials with the
PODcast.  The
year-long subscrip-
tion also includes a
60-page Worship
Design Notebook
to guide you step-
by-step through the
process.

Another free
service through the
Studio includes
short video learn-
ing sessions posted
by Marcia on top-
ics related to wor-
ship design and
leadership that you
can use to start
great discussions
with your worship team.

The cost of this opportunity would nor-
mally be $350 per year for each congrega-

tion.  The Louisiana Conference is provid-
ing this to you at no charge for the coming
year. 

To register, please email the Conference
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An
access code and directions for entering the
system will be sent to you.

Rev. Juliet Spencer, pastor of St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge, highly endorsed the program
saying, “We think its fabulous. Most
unique is Marcia’s approach to team wor-
ship planning. I had tried various formats
myself, but they paled in comparison. This
service has provided St. Andrew’s more
techniques and insights into team planning.
During our Advent season, we used an
anchor image, weaving threads through
each service. Folks in the congregation
said, ‘I got it! This season truly is set
apart.’”

Worship ideas for Holy Week have
already posted through the online service.
Churches which have already registered for
the service are already receiving the wor-
ship planning materials for Lent. 
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Applications are being sought for the
position of Campus Minister at
Northwestern State University of Louisiana
[http://www.nsula.edu/].  The Ministry is
replacing a pastor who is being assigned a
full-time charge at a church effective July
1, 2012.

The NSU Wesley Campus Ministry is
housed adjacent to campus and has a strong
history of outreach to the university com-
munity.  The university has an ethnically
diverse student body coming from the
entire state and neighboring states, but a
large portion of the student body is from

northern Louisiana.  The surrounding com-
munity of Natchitoches boasts a rich histor-
ical and cultural environment.

The position may be full or part time
depending on applicant availability and
qualifications and on ministry finances.  All
interested persons are encouraged to apply.

Please send contact information, a state-
ment of interest with testimony, resume,
and references to phiferWesley@gmail.com

Conference offering free nationwide online service in the area of worship

NSU Wesley Campus Ministry seeks to hire new campus minister

How seriously do you take the vow, “till
death do us part?”

If you look at the statistics — half of all
first-time marriages end in divorce — it
seems not too many people say “I do” for-
ever. 

The Vow, a movie based on Kim and
Krickitt Carpenter’s story, debuted Feb. 10
and was the top movie of the weekend,
making $41.7 million. However, the
romantic movie is not even close to telling
the true story of faith and commitment that
has kept the Carpenters devoted to each
other for 20 years.

Their saga began 10 weeks after their
wedding on Sept. 18, 1993. They were in a
serious automobile accident that left
Krickitt with no memories of her husband
or their new marriage. She suffered a
severe brain trauma that wiped out 18
months of her life — the entire time she
and Kim met, dated and married.

While he was still madly in love with
her, he was a stranger she wanted nothing
to do with.

The glue that kept them together was
their faith in Christ and the promise they
had made before God.

The Carpenters attend First United
Methodist Church in Farmington, N.M.
“Both of us know unconditionally we
would not have made it through this ordeal
without the Lord being in the center of it
all,” Kim Carpenter told United Methodist
News Service.

Krickitt spent months in a coma and

then months more in physical therapy, but
she has never regained those 18 months of
memory. Her recovery was slow, her per-

sonality changed
and at times she told
Kim she hated him.

“At a low point
in my life, I didn’t
think this marriage
was going to work. I
didn’t have the faith
that we were going
to make it,” Kim
said. “At the same
time, I wasn’t going
to leave her in the
state she was in; I
was vowing to stay
with her.”

The media first
learned of their story
when a reporter
came to interview
Kim about his work
as a baseball coach.
In the course of the
conversation, the
story came out. 

When the
Carpenters renewed
their vows and had a
second wedding in
1996, it was a media
circus. People were
amazed and encour-
aged by their story,
so Krickitt asked

God to use their story to show others his
amazing love and power. 

They wrote a book about their story in
2000 and updated the book to coincide
with the opening of the movie on Feb. 10. 

“We enjoyed the movie but we were a
little frustrated by the artistic license they
took,” Kim said. “The dramatization in the
movie was much greater, but it is hard to
put 20 years of challenges into 103 min-
utes.”

Krickitt’s faith never faltered, and she
never considered divorce.

“A Scripture I really hold onto is
Philippians 4:13: ‘I can do all things
through him who strengthens me.’ I
believed I was called according to God’s
purpose, and I followed with my whole
heart,” she said.

Kim said he has taken offense to some
of the media reporting him as “heroic,
courageous, manly.”

They insist they are an ordinary couple
with two children, Danny and LeeAnn. 

“It is amazing we live in a world that
there is such a big deal made about a man
and woman who simply did what we said
we were going to do,” Kim said.

The book and the movie are providing a
platform for them to talk about their faith.

“People all over the world are seeking
something higher, some message,” Kim
said. “We have been very grateful for the
prayers and well wishes we have received.
We know the Lord is not going to give us
more than we can handle.”

The Vow: True story, popular movie shares a real love story of faith
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Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center

There has long been urgency for The
United Methodist Church to bring more
young people into its pews and its pulpits,
and reports from 2011 evidence that it may
be happening.

The annual report on clergy-age trends
in the denomination, conducted by the
Lewis Center for Church Leadership of
Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C., revealed a 10-year high
in the number of United Methodist clergy
younger than 35.

The church holds numerous events
throughout the year to reach young people
and build stronger relationships. Events
like Youth 2011 and Relevance X are
designed for various age groups and stages
of faith.

Exploration events, sponsored by the
United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry, help young people
feeling called to ministry better understand
where God is leading them.

A main concern of young people the
past several years has been the bleak job
outlook. To help reach out to those strug-
gling to find work, job ministries have been
popping up at churches nationwide. One
such ministry at Roswell United Methodist
Church outside Atlanta attracts as many as
300 job seekers at its twice-monthly net-
working events. Many of the participants
are recent college graduates, frustrated that
they are now saddled with college debt,
can’t find a job to help pay off that debt
and may wind up living back at home with
family.

Roswell’s job ministry provides net-
working opportunities, support groups,
résumé-writing services and even a cloth-
ing boutique so people have proper attire
for interviews.

Ordination changes recommended
In this tough job market, becoming a
United Methodist pastor is one of the last
secure jobs left. But that may be changing.

If the recommendations of the Ministry
Study Commission are approved by dele-
gates to the 2012 General Conference, cler-
gy no longer will have guaranteed appoint-
ments, but the steps to ordination will get a
lot easier.

Elders and deacons could be eligible for
ordination as soon as they complete their
educational requirements. After serving a
minimum of two years as a provisional
elder or deacon, they would be eligible for
full conference membership. But, the secu-
rity of guaranteed appointments would be
replaced by various steps to gauge the

effectiveness of each pastor’s ministry.
Additional legislation proposed by the

Connectional Table would allocate $50
million in church funds as an investment in
recruiting and training clergy younger than
35.

If many of the denomination’s leaders
have their way, the structure of The United
Methodist Church will look very different
this time next year.

When General Conference meets in
2012, the denomination’s top law-making
body will consider legislation to consoli-
date nine of the denomination’s 13 general
agencies into a new United Methodist
Center for Connectional Mission and
Ministry.

A 15-member board of directors would
govern the center. That board would be
accountable to a 45-member advisory
board called the General Council for
Strategy and Oversight, which would
replace the Connectional Table that current-
ly coordinates the denomination’s mission,
ministries and resources.

Under the legislation, the center’s board
would be in place and have its first meeting
by July 31, 2012.

This proposed restructuring took shape
as part of the Call to Action process, which
aims to foster more vital congregations.

In November, the Council of Bishops
voted overwhelmingly by a show of hands
to endorse the proposed restructuring.
Bishops do not vote at General Conference.
However, there are no limits on conversa-
tions with delegates and other church mem-
bers outside the sessions.

However, some United Methodists are
already voicing concerns about the restruc-
ture plan.

Leaders of five groups that represent the
denomination’s ethnic constituencies cau-
tion that the proposed restructuring “mini-
mizes and will exclude the participation of
racial/ethnic persons, and works against the
principle of inclusiveness that we see as
one of the important values our church has
to offer.”

Some General Conference delegates
from the Northeastern Jurisdiction also
have said they find the legislation “trou-
bling.”

Members of the denomination’s unoffi-
cial caucuses also are weighing in on the
proposed restructuring.

Meanwhile, the Methodist Federation
for Social Action has submitted legislation
for an alternative reorganization that would
preserve agencies dedicated to monitoring

race and gender discrimination.
Other proposals for General Conference

The Council of Bishops and Connectional
Table also have endorsed these proposals
before General Conference:

-Allowing the Council of Bishops to
elect one of its own to a full-time, four-year
position as president without the usual
responsibilities of overseeing a geographic
area.

-Folding the denomination’s ecumenical
agency, the United Methodist Commission
on Christian Unity and Interreligious
Concerns and its work into the Council of
Bishops.

-Allowing the division responsible for
United Methodist Women to become a sep-
arate agency.

Just about everyone agrees the denomi-
nation needs to change. But General
Conference will decide what that change
will look like when it convenes April 24-
May 4, 2012, in Tampa, Fla.

The year 2011 was not kind to the poor,
hungry and marginalized.

The worst drought in decades com-
pounded by civil strife has affected more
than 13 million people in Kenya, Ethiopia,
Somalia and Djibouti. Problems with food
shortages in the Horn of Africa have been
building over the years but came to a “criti-
cal mass” this summer, said Melissa
Crutchfield, UMCOR executive for inter-
national emergency response.

On the heels of news of severe suffering
in Africa came a U.S. report finding anoth-
er 2.4 million children joined the ranks of
the poor during the past decade. The U.S.
Census Bureau announced the total of
Americans living below the poverty line
has climbed to 46.2 million.

The continuing bleak economic outlook
has left more than 2 million people jobless
for the last two years and 700,000 for three
years.

Income inequality is increasing in much
of the developed world driven by disparity
in wages, according to a report by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development. Skilled workers have the
largest share.

From the halls of Congress to the sands
of Somalia, United Methodists are working
to fill the gap between the rich and poor.

The United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries launched a website, Ministry
with the Poor, to track how the church is
engaging in ministry with the poor around
the world.

In a striking example of the power of

one person to make a difference, Rev.
Lorenza Andrade Smith of San Antonia,
Texas, sold all her possessions, rejected her
pastor salary and benefits and traded her
safe, warm bed for a park bench or a blan-
ket under an interstate overpass. The petite
pastor asked her bishop to appoint her to
the streets, so she can be in ministry with
the poor and advocate for systemic
changes.

She is trekking across the country
speaking to churches, seminaries and other
organizations. Her Facebook page docu-
ments her travels.

“Found me a good little high spot next
to the creek,” says one of her recent posts.
“Had to put up my tent in the rain, but all
good and dry inside the tent now.

“It is such a privilege, and I pray that
the Spirit always guides my calling.”

Tsunami to tornadoes, floods, fires
The tsunami that followed the 9.0-magni-
tude March 11 earthquake off Japan’s
northeastern coast left piles of rubble in
Ishinomaki and 10,000 of its residents
missing.

Today, Japanese Christians are operating
a volunteer center in the fishing port to
help the survivors recover their lives.

What many have called Japan’s triple
disaster – the effects of the worst-ever
earthquake, tsunami waves that easily
scaled manmade defenses and unleashed
radiation from a damaged nuclear power
plant – was just the beginning of a year full
of disasters to which United Methodists
gave their money, labor and prayers in
organized relief efforts.

In Japan, the recovery process has been
steady but slow.

“Ishinomaki is still a very ruined city
with heaps of damaged cars, mountains of
garbage, trucks carrying loads of debris,
and shovel engines removing the rubble,”
wrote Rev. Jeffrey Mensendiek, a United
Church of Christ missionary after a visit in
October. “Parts of the city have been
cleared, but other areas are just as they
were right after the tsunami.”

The United Methodist Church has been
working with Japanese church partners and
other organizations to assist with earth-
quake relief and recovery efforts. The
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) has raised $11.8 million for
Japan relief. Grants allotted to date have
included a total of $1.35 million to the ecu-
menical Asian Rural Institute in Tochigi,
which suffered extensive earthquake dam-
age.

The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana.  

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by
our own Patti Ezell.  

Patti is a licensed professional counselor
and licensed marriage and family therapist.
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they
live in Lake Charles.  Patti is herself a cler-
gy spouse and will have much to share
with participantnts in ways of keeping

lives balanced in ministry and family.
All clergy spouses--active, retired and

surviving spouses--are invited to participate
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship
and restoration.  Registration forms have
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are

available online at www.la-umc.org. 
For information about the event, please

contact Paula Ford (225 )448-3297.

The United Methodist Church looked inward and reached out in 2011

Don’t forget to sign up today for the Louisiana Skeeter Run:Change the World 

at www.changetheworldla.org



www.umfgiving.org      (225) 346-1535     (800) 256-9317

Do You Have a PLAN 
for the FUTURE?

Our Online Wills Planner 
can help!

Planning for the future is easy when you 

use the online Wills Planner available on 

our website.

The Wills Planner is a valuable resource 

to help you organize your estate planning 

information before meeting with your 

attorney. You may either store your 

information on our secure website or 

download a printable booklet.

Whether creating a new plan or enhancing 

an existing one, visit our website and click 

on “Plan Your Will” to create an account. 

Start planning your 
future today!
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First United Methodist Church, Pineville continues “Backpacks for Children” program
Members of First United Methodist

Church in Pineville continue to support
“Backpacks for Children,” an outreach to
children in need through the Central
Louisiana Food Bank.

For $135 per school year, the Food
Bank sends a backpack filled with kid-
friendly food home with a child every
weekend. This year, the Food Bank identi-
fied 1,128 children in Central Louisiana
who could benefit from this kind of assis-
tance.

First UMC began their involvement
during the conference-wide “Day of
Caring,” held last May. The church contin-
ues that support and has expanded the
number of children they are sponsoring in
the program.

“Our church-wide goal last August was
to sponsor 15 children. Instead we are
sponsoring 36 local children for the entire
school year. That’s a donation of $4,860,”
said Ann Parvin, chair of the church’s
“Food for the Hungry” Task Force.

Display boards and backpacks filled
with sample foods have been placed at
church entrances during Sunday services.
Guest speakers, notices in the church
newsletter and even a children’s sermon
focusing attention on the project have all
been incorporated in the church’s effort to
raise awareness and funds for the backpack
initiative.

“Individuals, Sunday school classes,
UMW circles, youth groups and our chil-
dren’s program all got involved in this
project. It was truly a multi-generational
effort to be the hands and heart of Jesus,”
said Rev. Ricky Willis, pastor.

When Parvin received a call in January
from the Food Bank explaining that the
children’s backpacks were getting worn
out, she passed on the message that
replacement backpacks were needed. Once
again, First UMC stepped up and collected
funds to replace the tattered packs.

“We are so pleased to help with this
excellent local mission project,” said Rev.
Mark Martin, associated pastor. “Even our
children have raised funds through their
Valentine’s Day bake sale.”

Children from First United Methodist Church in Pineville assemble food items for one of the backpacks the church provides through
the ‘Backpacks for Children’ program, an outreach to children in need through the Central Louisiana Food Banki.

The
Louisiana
State
Museum will
host a pres-
entation by
Dr. Ellen
Blue and a
booksigning
for her newly
published 
St. Mark's

and the

Social

Gospel: Methodist Women and Civil

Rights in New Orleans, 1895-1965.
It will be held at the Cabildo on
Jackson Square at 6 pm on
Thursday, March 15. It is free and
open to the public, with refresh-
ments provided by Friends of the
Cabildo. For more information, con-
tact Ellen at
ellen.blue@ptstulsa.edu 


