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Open Air Ministry

Happy New Year / 4

Skeeter Run / 3

Call to Ministry / 5

United Methodist churches in Baton
Rouge come together on a weekly basis
to serve red beans and rice or sandwiches
to hundreds of homeless residents in the
city’s downtown area.

Volunteers from these churches serve
as the “hands and feet” for Open Air
Ministry, an ecumenical initiative spear-
headed by the local YMCA and run by
members of area churches and missions.
The ministry is dedicated to meeting the
basic needs of the homeless and the

working poor.
“It’s rewarding to know that giving

someone a meal or an article of clothing
can make their day better. We distribute
hygiene bags so they can take showers or
brush their teeth. Even if we are only
meeting basic needs, by reaching out, we
show them Christ’s love,” said Frieda
Montgomery, a member of Broadmoor
United Methodist Church.

Food and clothing distributions are
held every Monday, Wednesday and

Friday in an unused parking lot in down-
town Baton Rouge.

On Sundays, Rev. Joseph Moore, liai-
son with the YMCA, preaches a service
to go along with the meal. “The service
provides opportunities for me to pray
individually with people, or just to lend a
sympathetic ear,” he said.

Pastor Moore recalled the early days
of the program, which was initiated by
the YMCA nearly 11 years ago. “They

United Methodists assist with program for homeless

See Open Air, page 5

Excitement is building for the Louisiana
Skeeter Run which consists of nine 5K and
Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday,  April 21,
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. A
microsite has been established at

www.changetheworldla.org for event regis-
tration. 

Cost is $25, but runners can register for
an Early Bird fee of $20 if they register
before April 7. Runners under the age of 18
register for $12 with an Early Bird fee of
$10. 

The event is entitled Louisiana Skeeter
Run:Change the World. The race logo
incorporates a whimsical mosquito, helping
participants to connect the idea of these
insects found frequently in our state with

Skeeter Run slated for nine locations statewide on April 21

See Skeeter Run, page 3

Rev. Lusinda Warren, right, helps distribute lunches to homeless residents of downtown Baton Rouge. Rev. Warren, associate
pastor at Broadmoor United Methodist Church, works alongside volunteers from several other area United Methodist churches
as well as congregations representing other denominations. Known as Open Air Ministry, the ecumenical initiative sponsored by
the local YMCA provides meals, clothing, household items and other assistance to the homeless and working poor in Baton
Rouge. Distributions are held Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in an unused parking lot in the downtown area of the city.
Rev. Joseph Moore, coordinator, stands left (cap, glasses, brown shirt).

To register 

for the 

Louisiana

Skeeter Run

April 21, 2012
visit

changetheworldla.org



The Rev. Dr. Gil Rendle,

noted author, United Methodist

minister and church transforma-

tion specialist is the guest of the

Conference Laity retreat,

“Claiming Our Call as Laity.”

The retreat will be held at The

Wesley Center in Woodworth on

the evening of Friday, March 16

and the morning and early after-

noon of Saturday, March 17. Dr.

Rendle joins Bishop Hutchinson

in a training event designed to

guide local church leaders in

their discovery of their church’s

mission field as part of United

Methodism’s quest to regain the

momentum of the Wesleyan

Movement.  Dr. Rendle has been

called the “Moses” of our

denomination’s journey into

renewal because of his training,

scholarship and inspired leader-

ship. The Louisiana Conference

is extremely fortunate to have

this much sought-after speaker

as retreat co-leader. 

The retreat begins at 6:30

p.m. on Friday, March 16 –reg-

istration at 4:30 pm-- and con-

cludes at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday,

March 17. The cost of the retreat

is $35 per person which includes

three meals and all snacks.

Lodging is provided on a first

come, first served basis at the

Wesley Center with overflow

rates offered at nearby motels.

Please register by calling Judy

at (318) 449-4500 or online at

info@thewesleycenter.com.

Deadline is March 14. Bethany

United Methodist Church in the

New Orleans District is offering

bus transportation to and from

New Orleans at a cost of $50

each. Please call Patricia Gaines

at (504) 606-5439 to sign up.

Bishop William W.

Hutchinson will open the retreat

with a welcome to the partici-

pants and will close the event

with a Town Hall meeting on

Saturday. Lay delegates to the

last Annual Conference

answered pre-mailed inquiries

about concerns and hopes for

our Church. Answers generally

included percep-

tion of great

challenges in

our continued

decline in mem-

bership and

aging facilities,

seeming lack of

meaningful pur-

pose, poor lead-

ership, anemic evangelism, and

inadequate understanding of the

structure and policy of the

United Methodist Church. There

was great understanding of the

current strain on our beloved

denomination and an urgency to

seek answers in our work

together. It was also apparent

that many do not understand the

function and role of the

Conference Board of Laity

(CBOL) and other Conference

agencies in this task of creating

vital congregations geared for

mission. Our prayer is that the

Town Hall meeting in the con-

text of the retreat will address

many of these challenges and

offer ways to work together for

successful aide and outreach.

Dr. Rendle will lead three ses-

sions bracketed by worship serv-

ices (one led by youth), great

singing, and fellowship. Earl

Taylor and Peggy Nations are

the music leaders. There will be

a surprise gift from our Bishop

and the Cabinet and Dr.

Rendle’s latest book, Back to

Zero and others, will be offered

for sale.

Your CBOL team encourages

ALL local church leaders to join

the march of Christians eager to

make a difference in the

Kingdom. Come, learn, act. Our

church is depending on YOU!!!

Sarah S. Kreutziger

Conference Lay Leader
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference
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Don Cottrill

Betty Backstrom
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Claiming Our Call as Laity

Rendle teams with Hutchinson for retreat

Sarah Kreutiziger

In Memoriam

Hamilton to teach at Conference

The Louisiana Annual Conference is
now accepting nominations for The Harry
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy,
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman
Evangelism Award recognizes a person
whose life and ministry exemplifies the
teaching of Christ and the Great
Commission.  To learn more about the

award or to download nomination forms
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646.
Nominations must be received at the La.
Conference Office, Attn. Glennell Cottrill,
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802
no later than March 1, 2012.

The Louisiana Annual Conference will
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville.

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of
the Center on Aging and Older Adult
Ministries for the General Board of
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre-
senter during the event.

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m.
- 3:30 p.m.

Early Bird registration is $25 (before
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.)
Lunch is included. Register online at
http://events.SignUp4.net/CreativeMinistrie
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to
Louisiana Conference Office, Attention:
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference,
UMC.”

Nominations for Denman Award due

The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference
will be held June 3-6, 2012 in the Gold
Dome at Centenary College in Shreveport,
La. This year’s theme is Developing
Christian Leaders.

Highlights of the Conference include:
•Guest teacher Rev. Adam Hamilton,

founding pastor of the United Methodist
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,
Kansas. The United Methodist Church of
the Resurrection has grown from four peo-
ple in 1990 to more than 16,000 adult
members with an average weekly worship
attendance of more than 8,600 in 2011. The
church was listed as the most influential
mainline church in America in a 2005 sur-
vey of American pastors. Rev. Hamilton

will teach Sunday, June 3 at 7:45 p.m. and
Monday, June 4 at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m.

•The Conference will celebrate 12 years
of ministry with Bishop William W.
Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader.

•The Ordination and Commissioning
Service will be held the evening of
Tuesday, June 5 at First United Methodist
Church in Shreveport.

•Our Memorial and Communion
Service will be held on Monday, June 4 at
7 p.m. in the Gold Dome.

To view highlights of the 2011
Louisiana Annual Conference, visit the
updated Conference website at www.la-
umc.org

Older adult workshops set for March 

Rev. Kenneth Chapman December 18, 2011

Gladys Brown  December 25, 2011

Dr. Myrtle Smith  January 26, 2012
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Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth

Evangelism and Professions of Faith Convocation slated March 19-20

The Discerners Academy, slated for
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in
Woodworth, is a conference offering for
college students and second career persons
asking about seminary, as well as just
beginning to listen to God's call in their
lives.

There will be small groups where they
can ask questions and be led in discussions
about discernment. Along the way, they
will hear clergy persons telling of their
journeys of discernment and how they
began to respond to God's call. They will

hear about different clergy options such as
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and full-time
Local Pastor.

“The Discerners Academy allows per-
sons college-age and above to journey
together as they seek to connect their call
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole
Cotton Winn.

Participants in the academy will:
-Ask Questions
-Experience what a seminary class

might be like
-Explore more deeply the process of dis-

cernment
-Meet others on the journey
Present during the weekend are Bishop

William W. Hutchinson as well as a
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder
and a local pastor. Representatives from
various seminaries will also be present.

Participants will gather at The Wesley
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at
noon.

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30)
(Includes double occupancy room and

all meals)

Send the following information and
your check made payable to “Louisiana
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802:

Name, Address, and phone number(s)
Email address
Age
Local church
Name you want on your nametag
Roommate preference
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot-

tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg,
lindagregg@la-umc.org

the dangerous role they play in the spread
of malaria.

The Conference Global Health Initiative
Task Force announced that nine locations
throughout the state have been confirmed
as race sites. Every local church is needed
to promote the run within the church com-
munity and to friends and family. 

If you are interested in serving on one

of these planning committees please con-
tact the race director in your area:

Alexandria, Denise Crick, (318) 446-
0482, denisecrick@yahoo.com

Baton Rouge, Judd Hammond, rjham-
md1@gmail.com 

Hammond, Debi Petrolia, (985) 345-
2196, dpetrolia@fumc-hammond.org   

Shreveport, Chuck Christensen,
chuck@gracehappens.org, (318) 865-2070

Lafayette, Kim Biggerstaff, big-

gcamp@lusficer.net 
New Orleans, Max Zehner,

mzehner@tulane.edu (Districts Rep)
Ruston, Amy Stegall, (318) 251-0750,

amys@trinityruston.org 
Sulpher, Carrie Kinnaird,

ckinnaird@ppg.com 
Thibodaux, Rev. Donnie Wilkinson

(District Rep), revdonnie@gmail.com
Awards will be given to the first male

and female finishers in the overall, and to

first, second and third place, male and
female finishers in a number of age groups.

For all race sites, the day of race regis-
tration begins at 6:30 a.m., the 1 mile
begins at 7:30 a.m. and the 5K at 8 a.m. 

For the Louisiana Skeeter Run, there is
a task for every size church, such as volun-
teering for the day of the event or signing
up participants in the run. For information
email bettybackstrom@la-umc.org. 

Skeeter Run, from page 1

The Louisiana Conference Board of
Ordained Ministry  is sponsoring an
Evangelism and Professions of Faith
Convocation on March 19-20 at The
Wesley Center in Woodworth.

The event is designed for all clergy and
certified lay professionals.

The convocation offers an opportunity
for those persons to earn a portion of their
continuing education requirements. This
CE event encourages pastors and certified
lay professionals to develop their skills in
an important area of their ministry. 

“All of us have participated in the self-
identification of our churches, and should
be aware of the metrics that are being used
to determine the effectiveness of the work
of the church. One of the most important

tasks of the church is to reach people who
have never professed faith in Christ. Our
Bishop and other church leaders have
emphasized the importance of professions
of faith to the Church. This convocation
will share some thoughts and ideas that
will assist you in developing your ministry
around the mission of the church-’Make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world’. It is our hope that this
event can make us more effective in that
mission,” wrote Rev. Irvin J. Boudreaux,
continuing education chair.

Guest leadership for the convocation
will be Dr. Jim Jackson and Rev. Amy
Mercer.

Rev. Jackson has been the senior pastor
at Chapelwood United Methodist Church

since 1994.  Prior to arriving in Houston,
he served churches in Ashburn, Georgia,
Columbus, Georgia and Lubbock, Texas.
During his tenure at Chapelwood, it has
grown to be one of the flagship churches in
United Methodism.

Rev. Mercer is an ordained deacon in
full connection. She answered her call to
full time ministry after being an oilfield
geologist for 10 years.  She served on staff
at two mission-minded churches in
Louisiana. Before moving to El Paso,
Texas and Western Hills UMC in July
2009, she was the Director of Operations
for the Louisiana United Methodist
Disaster Recovery Ministry (2006-2009)
dealing with the aftermath of Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike.

Other offerings of the convocation
include:

•Times of worship in contemporary and
liturgical styles

•Times of Centering Prayer
•Panel discussion by pastors of churches

with different fields of mission
•Fellowship with colleagues in ministry
1.5 CEU’s will be available for partici-

pating in this event.  You must read the
material in the reading packet before
attending the convocation in order to get
the CEU credit.

Download the brochure and registration
form for this event at www.la-umc.org. 

For more information, contact Rev.
Boudreaux at (225) 315-7587 or email 

ijb@minister.com.
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Five years ago, the members of First
United Methodist Church in Covington
began to take a closer look at how their
church was engaged with its surrounding
community.

“We realized that we had ‘disconnected’
from the community in which we live.
Although our church was functioning, we
seemed to be engaged only with our-
selves,” said Ronnie Berg, a member of
First UMC.

The church began to look for ways to
serve the community, and the members
also tried to identify its strengths. “The
scripture in Matthew 25:35 seemed to be
our starting point. Feeding the hungry and
the needy in our community was certainly
the goal of most churches in
Covington. Thanksgiving dinners were pre-
pared and Christmas Day meals were deliv-
ered by the thousands,” said Berg.

But when it came to New Year’s Day, it
seemed that very little was being done for
the hungry and the needy of the communi-

ty. “We saw this as our opportunity, so we
contacted the Food Bank and started to
plan,” he added.

As a result, Operation Happy New Year
was “born.” Every year, church members
and community volunteers prepare tradi-
tional New Year’s dinners and deliver them
to the Food Bank of Covington. Those who
have preregistered pick up their meals from
the Food Bank on New Year’s Day.

“Last year, with the economy as it is, we
prepared over 500 meals,” said Berg, coor-
dinator of Operation Happy New Year.
“This year, the event took place on
Monday, Jan. 2, and not on Jan.1, which
was a Sunday. Since our facility and volun-
teers were dedicated to Sunday School and
worship services, we began meal prepara-
tion on Sunday evening and delivered
meals the next day.”

Those meals were delivered through the
Covington Food Bank to Newell United
Methodist Church in Mandeville and to
three area Baptist churches, all located in

disadvantaged areas on the Northshore.
A total of 60 meals were delivered to

Fairhaven, a children’s shelter in the
Folsom area.

Back at First UMC, church members
also fed the children and supervisors of the
United Methodist Children’s Home of
Greater New Orleans, with the kids enjoy-
ing a theater-style luncheon while viewing
a movie. “Each youth received a gift cer-
tificate donated by a national drugstore
chain,” said Berg.

The Covington Police Department has
served as a valuable partner since the
inception of Operation Happy New Year.
Interim Police Chief Captain Jack West,
interim police chief, delivered 30 meals to
needy persons in high-crime areas. “They
welcomed him with open arms. And the
chief said it gave him a rare opportunity to
speak with residents, face to face, in a non-
threatening setting,” said Berg.

Project organizers believe that the meal
is an effective way to interact with the

neediest people in the Covington area.
“The purpose of Operation Happy New
Year is to respond to Matthew 25:36, to
identify the least of these in our communi-
ty. Over the last five years, we have devel-
oped a successful formula,” said Berg.

This year, 45 of the prepared meals
were never picked up. During meal distri-
bution, a funeral was being held at Newell
UMC. All that the family had to serve after
the service was peanut butter sandwiches.
“So we blessed them with the 45 beautiful
meals and God opened another door for
service to His people that morning,” said
Berg.

“Operation Happy New Year has helped
our church identify more mission fields
than we could have ever imagined.
Working in these mission fields has ener-
gized our entire congregation,” he added.

First UMC, Covington feeds underserved with Operation Happy New Year

Members of First United Methodist Church in Covington sponsor Operation Happy New
Year, a ministry which provides hundred of meals to those in need. Instead of providing
a community meal at Thanksgiving or Christmas, the congregation decided to hold their
annual event on New Year’s Day.

“Everyday Excellence” 
A seminar in culture making with

ANDY CROUCH
March 23-24, 2012
Kilpatrick Auditorium in the Smith Building 
Centenary College of Louisiana 

SCHEDULE

$75 registration

For more information and registration, 

VISIT  centenary.edu/clc/crouch
or call 

Andy is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, 
winner of Christianity Today’s 2009 Book Award for Christianity and 
Culture. In 2011 he became special assistant to the president at  
Christianity Today International, where he has served as executive 
producer of the documentaries Where Faith and Culture Meet and 
Round Trip, and as editorial director of the Christian Vision Project. 
He serves on the governing boards of Fuller �eological Seminary and 
Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization focused on ending child 
exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & Culture, a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Mission’s IJM Institute, and a member of the Board of Advisors 
for the John Templeton Foundation. 
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For six of the 20 youth delegates to the
2011 Louisiana United Methodist Annual
Conference held in Shreveport, the highlight
of the event was sensing a call to ministry.

“It was something I never anticipated,”

said Jodie Harper, conference director of
Youth Ministries, who served as adult leader
of the youth delegation during the June con-
ference. 

The “electric” moment happened during

Bishop William W. Hutchinson’s sermon
delivered during the June 6 Ordination
Service held at First United Methodist
Church in Shreveport. 

“It was an extremely powerful sermon,”
said Harper. “After the service, the youth
delegates gathered together in the church
sanctuary. One of the boys, Travis Burch,
had tears in his eyes.”

Travis shared with Harper and the group
that “something had happened” to him dur-
ing the service. 

While talking, some of the other dele-
gates started crying. One of them was Katy
Delia.

“Before coming to annual conference, I
already felt the call to ministry. But Bishop
Hutchinson’s sermon helped affirm my deci-
sion to pursue that path in my life,” said
Delia, a junior in high school from Lake
Charles, La.

The idea of becoming an ordained elder
never seemed possible for Katie, who as a
young child, was raised in the Baptist and
Assembly of God traditions. “I thought, ‘I
can’t be a pastor.’ Being a woman in the pul-
pit was not modeled for me,” she said.

But Rev. Karl Klaus, Katie’s pastor at St.
Luke Simpson UMC in Lake Charles, saw
something special about this poised and
deeply spiritual young woman. “He encour-

aged me toward this decision. I’ve been
speaking to my pastors about declaring can-
didacy since I was 14 years old.” 

Katy and the other five youth delegates
who felt the call after Bishop Hutchinson’s
sermon were invited to share conversation
and pizza with the Bishop during lunch on
the last day of the 2011 annual conference.

“It was heartwarming to see how mean-
ingful it was for the kids. They were so
touched that Bishop Hutchinson would take
time out of his busy schedule to meet with
them, answer questions, and encourage
them. The youth knew it was special,” said
Harper.

Christopher Follins, a junior from Bunkie
High School, said, “When the Bishop gave
his sermon, and starting talking about how
people Tweet today to share a message, it hit
me. God gave me a voice, and He wants me
to use it through ordained ministry.”

Follins, an outgoing and high-energy
teen, believes he can “connect with any-
body.” “I love to be around people. I don’t
care who you are . . . I don’t judge others,”
he added.

Chris admits that he first thought that his
love of leadership and people might be lead-
ing him to a career in politics or law. “But I
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handed out clothing, coffee and doughnuts
to the poor. It has evolved to providing
folks with meals, needed appliances for
their homes, and connecting them with
state and local agencies that can provide
them with services.”

Harold Choate, a member of St.
Andrew’s UMC, has been volunteering
with Open Air Ministry for three years.
“This program has become an established
ministry for our church. Members take the
fourth Sunday of every month to help set
up for the service and to cook the meal.
Children and youth from St. Andrew’s
assemble manna bags to distribute to the
homeless. We collect used bicycles that can
be repaired for those who need basic trans-
portation. We started a ‘Change for
Change’ fund which supports Open Air
Ministry,” he explained.

Volunteers from Broadmoor, St.

Andrew’s and Camphor Memorial UMCs
join members of Presbyterian, Baptist and
non-denominational congregations every
fifth Sunday for what is known as
“Jubilee” Sunday.

“The churches come together for the
service, a meal and some kind of celebra-
tion,” said Rev. Lusinda Warren, an associ-
ate pastor for Broadmoor UMC.  “We sit
next to folks, have conversation with them,
and pray with them.”

On a typical weekday, Open Air
Ministry serves up to 350 people, while the
Sunday service and meal draws an average
of 200-250 people.

Montgomery recalls that Broadmoor
UMC’s involvement with the ministry
began when her Sunday school class real-
ized they wanted a local outreach opportu-
nity.  “Now, there are over 50 people at the
church that actively prepare food, go
downtown to serve meals  and collect
clothing and needed items.”

Open Air, from page 1

Mike Grace, Frieda Montgomery and Harold Choate , top left, set up for an Open Air
Ministry meal distribution in downtown Baton Rouge. Grace and Choate are members
of St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church and Montgomery is a member of Broadmoor
UMC. Homless residents of the city gather, above, just before meal are passed out and
articles of clothing are distributed, top.

Youth delegates feel call to ministry during Louisiana Annual Conference

Chris Follins and Katy Delia, members of the Conference Committee on Youth
Ministries, served as two of 20 youth delegates to the 2011 La. Annual Conference in
Shreveport. Both have received a call to ministry, reinforced after Bishop William W.
Hutchinson’s delivered his sermon during the Ordination Service.

See Call to Ministry, page 8



The Louisiana Conference, through the
Conference Board of Discipleship and the
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer-
ing a FREE online service in the area of
worship.  This nationwide service is direct-
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as
consultant to our Conference Worship
Committee for the 2011 Annual
Conference session.  She has been invited
back to assist with the 2012 Conference
session, as well.  Dr. McFee is a nationally
known worship leader who coordinated
worship at the 2008 General Conference
session, and who will guide worship at the
General Conference session in 2012.

Through Worship Design Studio, local
churches will get worship planning help for
every season of the liturgical year.  Dr.
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of
interviews with nationally-known preach-
ers, music directors and visual artists in
advance of each liturgical season.  They
will talk about the upcoming season and
brainstorm various thematic ideas to help
get your worship team jump-started in their

planning.  Marcia
will post ideas and
materials with the
PODcast.  The
year-long subscrip-
tion also includes a
60-page Worship
Design Notebook
to guide you step-
by-step through the
process.

Another free
service through the
Studio includes
short video learn-
ing sessions posted
by Marcia on top-
ics related to wor-
ship design and
leadership that you
can use to start
great discussions
with your worship team.

The cost of this opportunity would nor-
mally be $350 per year for each congrega-

tion.  The Louisiana Conference is provid-
ing this to you at no charge for the coming
year. 

To register, please email the Conference
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An
access code and directions for entering the
system will be sent to you.

Rev. Juliet Spencer, pastor of St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church in
Baton Rouge, highly endorsed the program
saying, “We think it’s fabulous. Most
unique is Marcia’s approach to team wor-
ship planning. I had tried various formats
myself, but they paled in comparison. This
service has provided St. Andrew’s more
techniques and insights into team planning.
During our Advent season, we used an
anchor image, weaving threads through
each service. Folks in the congregation
said, ‘I got it! This season truly is set
apart.’”

Worship ideas for Holy Week have
already posted through the online service.
Churches which have already registered for
the service are already receiving the wor-
ship planning materials for Lent. There is
still time to receive the Lent materials by
emailing rhondawhitley@la-umc.org.
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Applications are being sought for the
position of Campus Minister at
Northwestern State University of Louisiana
[http://www.nsula.edu/].  The Ministry is
replacing a pastor who is being assigned a
full-time charge at a church effective July
1, 2012.

The NSU Wesley Campus Ministry is
housed adjacent to campus and has a strong
history of outreach to the university com-
munity.  The university has an ethnically
diverse student body coming from the
entire state and neighboring states, but a
large portion of the student body is from

northern Louisiana.  The surrounding com-
munity of Natchitoches boasts a rich histor-
ical and cultural environment.

The position may be full or part time
depending on applicant availability and
qualifications and on ministry finances.  All
interested persons are encouraged to apply.

Please send contact information, a state-
ment of interest with testimony, resume,
and references to phiferWesley@gmail.com

featuring

Thursday, March 22, 2012
 

Please join us for the 6th Annual Christian Leadership Center  

Fundraising Dinner with silent auction. As Bishop William Hutchison  

concludes his eight year episcopacy this June, Centenary College honors 

Bishop Hutchinson and wife Kay for their outstanding servant leadership, 

life of ministry, and the legacy they have built in Louisiana and at Centenary. 

Come and honor Bishop and Kay Hutchinson with us and be inspired! 

centenary.edu/clc/fundraiser 

or call 318.869.5112

($40 individual ticket, $275 table of 8)

BISHOP WILLIAM HUTCHINSON
6th Annual Fundraising Dinner

For more information 

and registration:
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Conference offering free nationwide online service in the area of worship

NSU Wesley Campus Ministry seeks to hire new campus minister



7FEBRUARY 17, 2012
Louisiana Conference Now!

Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center

The Louisiana Conference of The
United Methodist church has launched a
new website design for www.la-umc.org. 

The user friendly format is provided by
Brick River Technologies, a web design
and hosting company based in New
Hampshire. Brick River has been in busi-
ness since 2001 and has focused on United
Methodist conferences since 2002. The
company currently has 31 United
Methodist conferences that use their prod-
ucts.

The Conference Communications Team
of Betty Backstrom, communications direc-
tor, and Jamie Warren, communications
assistant and web specialist, have recently
completed updating the site using the new
design. 

“Jamie has put in an amazing number of

hours into moving information into the new
framework. The conference is so apprecia-
tive of her hard work and dedication,” said
Backstrom.

As with any website, www.la-umc.org is
a “work in progress.” “We welcome com-
ments from visitors to the website on how
we might add or subtract information from
the site in order to make it even better,”
said Backstrom.

The framework for the new design has
three major modules and many UMC-spe-
cific sub modules. They are

1. A content management system that
allows for the managing of the website

2. An integrated email blaster
3. An event registration system that was

designed in partnership with conferences so
that it has some UMC-helpful functions

UMC-specific sub modules include:
a. News
b. A mobile site
c. Blogs
d. Appointments
e. Agencies
f. Staff Directory
g. Calendar and Events
h. Classifieds
i. Obituaries
j. Forms
k. Much more that can be implemented

in the future
“We are confident that this new web

design has provided us with a platform that
can take us into the future with communi-
cations for the Louisiana Annual
Conference,” said Backstrom. 

The Conference also wishes at this time

to extend sincere thanks to Tim Hebert who
is ending his tenure as Conference
Webmaster, a role he served for the past 12
years. “Tim has served faithfully in this
role, first as a volunteer, then as an employ-
ee. We are so grateful to him for his dedi-
cation and service to all of us.”

Important note: For visitors to the

newly designed website, it might be help-

ful to ‘Renew’ their browser and in some

cases even delete cached files as the old

site home page might be ‘cached’ on

their PC to save loading time. That

would cause the old page to load from

the local machine even when the new

page is readily available on the internet.

The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana.  

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by
our own Patti Ezell.  

Patti is a licensed professional counselor
and licensed marriage and family therapist.
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they
live in Lake Charles.  Patti is herself a cler-
gy spouse and will have much to share
with participantnts in ways of keeping

lives balanced in ministry and family.
All clergy spouses--active, retired and

surviving spouses--are invited to participate
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship
and restoration.  Registration forms have
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are

available online at www.la-umc.org. 
For information about the event, please

contact Paula Ford (225) 448-3297.

Louisiana Annual Conference launches newly designed, updated website



www.umf.org      (225) 346-1535     (800) 256-9317

Multiply your personal income 
                         using your gifts to the church

A charitable gift annuity offers:
• fi xed income for life
• an immediate charitable tax deduction
• the ability to use appreciated assets and 

partially bypass capital gains tax
• a partially tax-free income
• support for your family and church

*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift

Age Payout Rate Annual Income*

60 4.4% $440
65 4.7% $470
70 5.1% $510
75 5.8% $580
80 6.8% $680
85 7.8% $780
90+ 9.0% $900

With money market funds and CDs producing dismal returns, 
now is the time to take action to increase your income now 
and for the future. Generate more income by exchanging your 
lower performing CD for a charitable gift annuity! 
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Call to Ministry, from page 5

had just participated in a district-wide youth
ministry training right before annual confer-
ence. We filled out ministry surveys, and
they told me that I should lean toward being
a minister. After listening to the Bishop, I
was certain,” said Follins, who also credits
his late mother, Rev. Connie Thomas,  for
steering him toward his present path.

“Every issue my mom and I discussed
was centered on a Bible scenario. She
encouraged me to read a Bible story every
day, and we would analyze the story every
night,” Chris recalled with a smile.

Follins plans to enroll in Centenary
College after high school graduation, while
Delia will stay in Lake Charles to attend
McNeese College.

A third student, Travis Burch, has been
accepted to Oklahoma University. “Travis
hopes to major in theatre and the arts, but
follow his college career by entering semi-
nary,” said Harper, who observed that the
Alexandria youth can “lead small groups
like no one I’ve ever seen.”

Logan Settoon from Sulphur,  Joey
Gardunio from West Monroe and Andrew
Hane from Baton Rouge are the remaining
three youth that felt the call to ministry on
that summer evening in Shreveport.

Katy Delia expressed a deep apprecia-
tion to Bishop Hutchinson for his inspiring
words and his inclusive attitude. “When we
had lunch during annual conference, I was
the only girl in the room. He treated me
with the same interest and respect as the
others. The Bishop was the first male, other
than my pastor, who has been so open about
my choice.”

Chris Follins added, “I’m so blessed to
have had the best mom and the best Bishop
to help point me in this direction.”

Delia added, “I’m passionate about peo-
ple and overwhelmed with how lucky I am.
For the rest of my life, I’ll be doing some-
thing I truly love to do.”

Members of the Conference Committee on Youth Ministries participate in a recent planning meeting held at First United Methodist
Church in Zachary. The group is responsible for planning conference-sponsored activities for youth.

St. Peter UMC
hosts conference

St. Peter United Methodist Church in
Jeanerette is sponsoring a marriage confer-
ence on Feb. 18 entitled “The Ultimate
Marriage” to help those who are married,
single or divorced in their understanding of
marriage as a cornerstone of our society.
Speakers will be Dr. Richard and Annette
Ledet from the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette. Those interested in attending
may contact Rev. Junius Egby at (337)
308-1488, or the church’s Missions
Coordinator, Sister Deidre Lewis at (337)
578-1169. 

In other ministries, St. Peter has
launched a new mission group called
L.E.T. God (Living Exceptionally Through
God).  L.E.T. God is an interdenomination-
al study group which helps parishioners
and other attendees get in touch with their
“shadow” self and heal from emotional
hurts.  The group is founded on United
Methodist principles and beliefs, and it
handles a Christ-centered bible approach to
healing rather than a man-centered gospel
approach.


