
A 14-member Louisiana Volunteers
in Mission team traveled to
Guatemala this summer to perform
construction tasks at a retreat cen-
ter and to lead Vacation Bible
School for a local orphanage.
Students, left, lined up to receive
snack bags after watching a pro-
gram performed by the team.
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Going to Guatemala

UMW Section / 3-6

First UMC Shreveport/2

Little chapel / 8 

Fourteen members of St. Andrew’s
United Methodist Church in Baton
Rouge served as part of a Louisiana
Volunteers in Mission team to Guatemala
during July.

Group projects included work on con-
struction at a Methodist retreat center and
putting on a Vacation Bible School for an
orphanage in Lemoa, a rural village in
central Guatemala. 

“Words or pictures cannot do justice
for what our time in Guatemala meant to
all of us. We were touched by God often,
and we saw His hands at work with our
team and with the people of Guatemala,”
said David Howell, team member. The
group included Kenneth Musick, team
leader, Sara Hahn, Jeanie Howell, David
Howell, Sarah Redpath, Nancy Waller,
Kasey Waller, Dylan Leggett, Logan
Leggett, Richard Leggett, Donna Leggett,
Joshua Duke, Rhonda Miller and Nick
Miller.

The team headed to Lemoa on a
Tuesday morning. It was about four
hours travel from Guatemala City
through scenic towns, winding mountain
roads and lush green fields planted on
steep mountain slopes.

“We arrived at the Methodist retreat
center, excited to get ready to work and
to put on a Vacation Bible School at
Hogar del Nino Huerfano Orphanage.
One morning, we invited the elementary

school children to the community retreat
center where we put on a program for
them. We sang, performed skits, and
played games with almost 400 children.
We prepared and handed out snack bags
to each of them. Although we did not
speak their language, we were able to
show them God’s love through our
actions. It was a powerful time for the
team members as well as the children,”
said Howell.

The team worked on construction
projects at the retreat center in the morn-
ing and facilitated VBS at the orphanage
in the afternoons. They learned how to
mix concrete by hand, make rebar, pour
concrete and plaster walls. The group fin-
ished sidewalks around two sides of the
community meeting building and also
helped plaster the back wall. They moved
dirt, sand and rocks to mix with the con-
crete for the sidewalks with the help of
two Guatemalan workers. The group was
able to finish the project by the end of the
week in spite of the fact that it rained
every afternoon. 

During those afternoons, the team
organized and staffed VBS at the orphan-
age. “There were 19 children and we all
fell in love with them.We sang, danced,
and played with them. We shared Bible
stories with them. It was extremely hard
to say goodbye on Saturday morning as
we all had developed deep relationships,”

added Howell.
The group also became attached to

their bus driver, Remiro, and their inter-
preter, Raul. “The relationships we
formed with Remiro and Raul, and with
the children in Lemoa will stay with us
forever and we will continue to pray for
the people of Guatemala and the needs of
that country,” he said.

The team came back determined to
repeat their mission to Guatemala. “We
encourage everyone to get involved
somewhere. Be God’s hands and feet to
someone whether it is across the world or
in your hometown. We know that you
will get more out of serving than you
ever imagined and you just might be the
person God intended to use to bring
another person to know Christ!,” said
Howell.

Missions to Guatemala are just one
example of the many opportunities to
serve through Louisiana Volunteers in
Mission. If you are interested in becom-
ing part of a LAVIM hands-on mission
project in Guatemala (or almost any-
where else in the world) call the LAVIM
office for more information at (225) 346-
1646. Larry Norman, director of LAVIM
is available to speak at any local church
to share information on this exciting
Conference ministry. 

St. Andrew’s UMC sends LAVIM team to Guatemala
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Willie Berman, Director of Mexico
Volunteers in Mission, toured the Louisiana
Conference from July 30-Aug. 6. The tour
was designed as both a vacation for
Willie’s family as well as a series of gath-
erings in area churches with those active in
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission mini-med-
ical and construction missions to the border
area.

While the news of drug violence in
Mexico has frightened some teams, many
have continued to offer mission service
without incident. Berman’s main aim was
to assure prospective volunteers that life
goes on a usual along the border and teams
who have traveled there have found them-
selves feeling secure in their safety, and
much needed for their medical and con-
struction abilities. Berman and his family
presented up to date facts about mission in

Mexico while visiting Lakeview UMC in
Shreveport, First UMC in Pineville, St.
Matthews UMC in Metarie, and in Ruston.
Time was taken for the family to enjoy
horseback riding, a tour of River Road
plantations, local seafood and visits with
long-time volunteers to Mexico. On Aug.
5, members of the Louisiana Conference
staff and lay volunteers joined Berman,
left, at the UMCOR Depot at Sager Brown
to process health kits and load a trailer
bound for Mexico filled with health kits,
school supplies, tools and many other items
which volunteers and churches donated
during the family’s rounds of the state.

LAVIM regularly sends two or three
teams per month to the Mexican border.
Call the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646
to find out more about these medical and
construction teams to Mexico.

Restoring Justice: People of Faith
Uniting to End Domestic Violence will be
held Oct. 29 from 9:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge.
This important event is an advocacy con-
ference sponsored by the Louisiana
Conference Board of Church and Society
and the Louisiana Conference United
Methodist Women with support from the
General Board of Church and Society of
The United Methodist Church and the
Louisiana Conference United Methodist
Men.

The goals of the event are to provide a
theology of peace and wholeness as it
relates to healthy relationships; examine
the current realities about domestic vio-
lence in Louisiana and how the church can
respond; hear stories of, and stand in soli-

darity with, survivors of domestic abuse;
build a movement in Louisiana of advo-
cates for just policies and programs that
serve victims and perpetrators; and initiate
prevention strategies to reduce violence in
the home and end cycles of trauma 

Cost of the event is $20 per person,
which includes lunch. Some scholarships
are available. Find more information and
register online at www.la-umc.org To regis-
ter by mail, checks should be made payable
to “LA Conference UMC” and sent to:
Laura Salguero (LA Conf. Peace with
Justice Coordinator and LA UMW Social
Action Coordinator); 312 Marie St., West
Monroe, La. 71291. Laura may be reached
at (318) 387-3069 or
salguero@bellsouth.net 

The registration deadline is Oct. 15.

Advocacy conference slated for Oct. 29

Mexico VIM director visits Louisiana

First United Methodist Church in
Shreveport is consecrating its two newest
buildings on its campus at the Head of
Texas Street.

A service of consecration will be held
Aug. 28 for the new buildings: Emmett
Hook Center and Children’s Ministry
Center. Louisiana Conference Bishop
William Hutchinson will lead the event to
be held in the auditorium of the Emmett
Hook Center, at 500 Common Street.
Bishop Hutchinson will also be delivering
the sermon at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services
in the church sanctuary.

Combined, the two structures and the
related furniture, fixtures, and attachments
represent an investment of over $8.5 mil-
lion.  

The Children’s Ministry Center opened
on Sunday, May 8. In addition to class-
rooms for infants through K4, members
and guests enjoy a comfort room for nurs-
ing mothers, a “wee” worship center, and
indoor and outdoor play areas. The
Children’s Ministry Center also provides a
safe, secure and special space for younger
children and their parents to enjoy week-

day playdates, summer camps, Parent’s
Night Out and the Amazing Adventure
Bible study.

The Emmett Hook Center opened its
doors for worship on Sunday, July 17, with
the gala inaugural performance of “Crazy
for You” opening the following Friday.
This state of the art building boasts an
orchestra pit and comfortable seating for
308. It is home to the contemporary wor-
ship service, FAITHLink, every Sunday at
11a.m.The Emmett Hook Center continues
the church’s tradition of supporting the per-
forming arts in the Shreveport/Bossier.
Since 1971, First United Methodist Church
has participated in the local performing arts
hosting quality, family-friendly productions
with all-volunteer casts.  This year, look for
“I Remember Mama,” “Disney Dazzle,”
and “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

First United Methodist Church, located
in downtown Shreveport, offers Sunday
worship services at 8:30 a.m.and 11:00
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at
9:45 a.m. Discover more by contacting the
church office at (318) 424-7771 or visiting
www.fumcshreveport.org

First UMC, Shreveport consecrates two new buildings for children’s ministry, outreach



Please join us in Shreveport on Friday, Oct.
7, 2011 through Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011 to meet,
greet and thank past conference presidents as
we “Honor the past and Nurture the Future”.
Our meeting will be held at Broadmoor United
Methodist Church.  We thank the Shreveport
District for hosting us this year under the capa-
ble leadership of Shirley Ledbetter.  Our theme
is such an appropriate one with scripture com-
ing from Psalm 145: 4-5, which states:  “One
generation commends your work to another;
they tell of your mighty acts.  They speak of
the glorious splendor of your majesty – and I
will meditate on your wonderful work.”  NIV.

As I leave the position of Louisiana Conference
UMW President, I recognize the importance of honoring
our past and nurturing our future.  As we read the transi-
tion of leadership from Moses to Joshua in the end of
Deuteronomy and beginning of Joshua, the leadership of
Moses is honored.  Never had there been a prophet like
him.  He had the privilege of seeing God face to face and
no one performed the signs and wonders that he did.  His
accomplishments and character are acknowledged, hon-
ored, and celebrated.  As Joshua takes the helm of lead-
ership, we see a new vision cast and new direction given.
Joshua reminds the people of their story and honors the
legacy of Moses, but also spurs them on to the next step.

I think honoring the past means celebrating the people
and the moments that God has used, interpreting for a
new generation their importance and holding on to the
principles and heart that laid the foundation for the
future.  I think some of the problems in our churches
would go away if new and younger leaders would honor
the past and if older leaders would nurture the future.
For those of us who lead the transition from past to
future, we must learn the art of leading in the change. A
classic example is our founder, John Wesley.  He was an
innovative leader who nurtured the future by preaching
in places outside the church walls.  By reaching  new
groups with the gospel, he also honored the desires and
concerns of Christians from the past who wanted the
gospel spread throughout the world.

We recognize and appreciate the sacrifi-
cial living of others from the past and those
living today.  We have been nurtured, taught,
loved, cajoled, corrected and inspired by the
Saints of the present and near past.  We have
a great cloud of witnesses and we honor
those who have been called to glory because
they have finished their work on this side.
During this 2011 Annul Meeting, we will
recognize Louisiana Conference UMW pres-
idents who have served.  

We are deeply appreciative of our her-
itage, but we cannot stay there.  They are a
part of who we are as individuals and as

United Methodist Women.  We are called to stand at the
intersections of the past, present, and future; to stand at
the intersections of differing cultures; to stand at the
intersections of differences between age groups; and to
stand at the intersections of the myriad of challenges that
the church faces today.  We are challenged to honor our
past as we nurture and move into the future.

The past living conference presidents will be honored
at the banquet on Friday evening.  Pat Cobb, who is one
of the past conference presidents, will bring the message
on behalf of the past presidents.  Our Bishop, William
Hutchinson will bring the message on Saturday.  Come
one; come all,  to celebrate with us.

As I leave as your Conference UMW President, I
invite ALL to come and help us celebrate United
Methodist Women by “Honoring our Past and Nurturing
our Future”.  

Finally, I want to thank you for all of your support
over the years.  I also want to thank you for your support
in electing me to serve you as delegate to General and
Jurisdictional conferences.

May God continue to bless the United Methodist
Women!

In His Name,
Edna Brown Hickman
UMW Conference President
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The Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women will celebrate their
38th Annual Meeting and District Elected Leadership Training (DELT)
Oct. 7-8, 2011 at Broadmoor United Methodist Church, Shreveport

From the UMW President

Mary Margaret Barr
Co-chair

Unit President
Broadmoor UMC

UMW

Shirley Fontenot
Chair

President of
Shreveport District

UMW

First UMC, Shreveport consecrates two new buildings for children’s ministry, outreach

The Shreveport District welcomes
you to our Louisiana Conference
38 th Annual Meeting.  Hosts for
the occasion will be the women of
Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport and
the Shreveport District.  Our
theme will be "Honoring the Past
and Nurturing the Future."  We
will be honoring our past Louisiana
Conference UMW Presidents at
our banquet, Friday night.  Our
speaker will be Pat Cobb from
Baton Rouge.  A full-bloom rose
represents our past and a rose bud
represents our future UMW
women.  Mark your calendars and
register early.  Help us honor and
nurture our ladies!

Honoring the Past: Former Louisiana Conference UMW
Presidents to be recognized at 2011 Annual Meeting Banquet

In an effort to bring our theme into fruition, it is our pleasure to highlight our past conference presidents.  
Honoring the memory of those who have passed on:  

Elizabeth McGowan (WSCS) - Conference Presidency, 1968-1972
Florence Kirkpatrick (died before her first Annual Meeting), 1972

Mary Adele Compton - Conference Presidency, 1973-1975
Nell Read -  Conference Presidency, 1980-1983

Janelle McCammon - Conference Presidency, 1984-1989

in honor and recognition of those who are still living among us:

Amy Ward
1975-1979

 

Norma
Winegeart
1990-1993

Pat Cobb
1994-1997

Elouise
Sanders
1998-2001

 

Harriette
Tucker Elrod
2006-2008

Lueburda
Myers 
2002-2005

A note from Janet Hoffpauir 1979-80: I regret that I have not been able to participate in this year's UMW Annual Meeting. I am cur-

rently the primary caregiver for a dear family member in San Francisco, Cal. These obligations have prevented me from being with

you, but you are in my heart.  May God bless you all and the work of United Methodist Women in our conference and worldwide!
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Introducing the 2011 UMW Annual Meeting program participants
Bishop William W.
Hutchinson

Bishop Hutchinson
(Bill) grew up in the
oil community of
Hobbs, New Mexico.
After graduation from
Hobbs High School, he
attended the University
of Oklahoma with
plans to complete a
major in Accounting.
Realizing that God had
other plans and after accepting the call to
ministry, he graduated in 1963 with a
degree in Philosophy. Bishop Hutchinson
received his Master's of Divinity degree
from Duke Divinity School in 1966 and
holds an honorary doctorate degree from
McMurry University, which was awarded
to him in 1987. Our bishop was ordained
as a Deacon in 1964 and an Elder in 1968.
Bishop Hutchinson was elected to the
Episcopacy on July 13, 2000 and was
assigned to the the Louisiana conference on
September 1, 2000 and has been a vital part
of this conference family since that time.
He is married to the lovely and gracious
Kay Aitken Hutchinson and they are the
proud parents of two sons, John and Mark
Hutchinson. Bishop Hutchinson will deliv-
er the message during our Saturday session
of Annual Meeting. 
Dr. Donald R. Avery

Donald R. Avery is
a native of  Slidell ,
Louisiana . He is cur-
rently serving as
Superintendent of the
Shreveport District of
the Louisiana
Conference United
Methodist Church.
Before this appoint-
ment,  he was the
Senior Pastor of First UMC, Natchitoches
and the St John's UMC,  Baton Rouge.
Prior to these appointments, Rev. Avery
also served as District Superintendent of
the Alexandria District from 1992 - 1999.
From 1972 until May 1992, he served the
Neely UMC, Baton Rouge during which
time a new edifice was constructed. While
he was the pastor of Neely, he attended
Southern University School of Law where
he received the Juris Doctor degree with
honors in May 1976. Also while serving

Neely, he was a circuit pastor for 11 years
serving Hartzell United Methodist Church
in Rosedale , Louisiana. Rev. Avery started
his ministry at the Peoples United
Methodist Church in New Orleans.  He is
married to Dr. Marcia Wells Avery, who is
a professor at the Northwestern University
College of Nursing in Shreveport,
Louisiana . He has two sons, Dr. Derek
Avery, a professor in the School of
Business of Temple University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Garrett
Avery, who has a B.A. degree in psycholo-
gy from Emory University and is planning
to go to business school. Rev. Avery will
give the welcome to the  Annual Meeting
from the Shreveport District and provide
the closing benediction.
Rev. Ken Irby 

Rev. Ken Irby is in his seventh year as
Senior Pastor of Broadmoor UMC in
Shreveport.  He is a graduate of Candler
School of Theology.
Ken and his wife Kay
have three children-
recent college graduate
Seth, LSU sophomore
Nathan, and Byrd High
junior Caroline.  In his
spare time, he enjoys
cooking, working in
the yard, and going to
movies.  Rev. Irby will
extend a welcome from
the hosting congrega-
tion of Broadmoor
UMC in Shreveport.
Rev. Beverly Connelly

Rev. Beverly Connelly received the
Master of Divinity
degree from Duke
Divinity and has pas-
tored Wesley UMC in
Mansfield, Louisiana
and currently serves as
pastor of St. Paul UMC
in Shreveport. Rev.
Connelly is a certified
hospital chaplain and
started her ministry in
this area.  After, and as
a result of  Hurricane
Katrina, she and her family moved to
Texas.  After their return to Louisiana, the
bishop asked that she start church ministry.
She maintains her hospital chaplain's certi-
fication so that, if requested to do so, she

can resume that ministry focus. Rev.
Connelly is a gifted liturgical dancer and
has also conducted liturgical dance and
drama workshops for conference  events.
Rev. Connelly is the mother of one daugh-
ter, Cherish,  who is 19 and attends
Harvard University and one son, Joshua,
24,  who is an accomplished musician and
currently lives in New Orleans.  Rev.
Connelly will give the  meditation for the
opening session of Annual Meeting. 
Mary H. Collins

Mary Collins is the current state presi-
dent of Church Women United. A resident
of New Orleans, Ms.
Collins travels
statewide representing
the programs of CWU.
Every member of
UMW is also a mem-
ber of CWU. Mary
Haynes Collins has 55
years of  service in the
Women's Missionary
Society of the AME
church. She is active in
several community
service organizations
including the board of  directors for
Peoples Community Center and is treasurer
of the Ruth Carter Auxiliary to the
Community Center. She is a board member
of Louisiana Interchurch Conference and
the Children's Defense Fund. Ms. Collins is
the widow of the late Clarence Collins.
They were the parents of three children.
She has four grandchildren and one geat
grandchild.  Ms. Collins will bring greet-
ings to the Annual Meeting from our
Louisiana Church Women United organiza-
tion. 

Norma Anderson first attended the
Curtis Park Methodist Church, then known
as  St. Stevens UMC.
She later attended
Asbury UMC where
her parents are still
members. At Asbury,
she began to sing along
with her parents and
sister, Becky, who was
the pianist/organist. Her
mother was the choir
director.  She moved to
Plain Dealing,

Louisiana after attending Northwestern
State University where she met her hus-
band, David Anderson.  Her undergraduate
degree is from LSU and she began teaching
at Benton Elementary in the Bossier Parish
school system.  She later earned a Master's
degree in school administration and served
as Assistant Principal at Waller Elementary.
She is currently principal at Benton
Elementary, where her teaching career
began.  Norma has sung at several types of
celebrations, but notes that her greatest joy
is to "sing to the Lord" with her husband,
David.  Norma is the mother of one son,
Jason, who is married to Melissa and lives
in Bossier City.  There are two grandsons,
Courtland and Cain.  Norma says her song
of praise is from Zephaniah and it reads,
"He will rejoice over you with singing."

Mary Johnston is currently the Assistant
Director of Music Ministries at Broadmoor
United Methodist Church in Shreveport.
She served as Director of Music Ministries
at BUMC from 1996 to 2011. This latest
move is one toward retirement!! Mary
directs the handbell
ensembles at BUMC
and is founder and con-
ductor of the Red River
Ringers, a professional
community handbell
ensemble. She has been
involved with the
American Guild of
English Handbell
Ringers since 1991 and
has directed handbell
choirs for 20 years. She
is the current Past Chair
for the American Guild of English
Handbell Ringers in Area VI. Mary has
organized several handbell workshops at
Broadmoor United Methodist Church and
also served as a clinician at workshops.
Musical education includes a Bachelor of
Music in Sacred Music (Voice) from
Centenary College in Shreveport, handbell
masters classes in performance (studied
with Kay Cook) and conducting (studied
with Dr. William Payn) at Concordia
University in Wisconsin, and a Masters of
Music from Northwestern State University.
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Mary H. Collins

Norma
Anderson

Mary Johnston

Rev. Ken Irby

 

Rev. Beverly
Connelly

Dr. Don Avery

Bishop William
W. Hutchinson

Norma Anderson, Song Leader 

Mary Johnston, Accompianist

On Line Info
http://www.la-umc.org/ministries/umw

-2011 Annual Meeting-DELT Registration Form (Oct. 7-8, 2011)

-Directions to/from Church and Hotel for the annual meeting

-31- derful Ways to Say Thanks (World Thanks Offering-2011)

-2011 Annual Meeting Program at a Glance

-Conference UMW Committee on Nominations Report

-2012 Slate of Officers (pictures and biographical information)

-United Methodist Agency needs listings

-Mission Candle Giving

-Registration Form-2011 Fall Domestic Violence Conference 

(Oct. 29, 2011)

Friday-October 7, 2011

10 A.M. Registration
11 A.M. Meet & Greet
1 P.M. Opening session
4:30 P.M. Close of afternoon session
Resource Room Open – 2nd Floor
Prayer Room Open
Hospitality Area Open
6:30 P.M. Banquet-Broadmoor UMC
Gymnasium
Speaker:  Pat Cobb, Past Louisiana
Conference UMW President
Recognition of Past Louisiana
Conference UMW

Saturday-October 8, 2011

7:30 A.M. Continental Breakfast for
Day Travelers
8:30 A.M. Final Session of Annual
Meeting
Message: Bishop William W.
Hutchinson
Holy Communion
10:30 A.M. – 12 noon  DELT (District
Elected Leadership Training)
Those waiting on DELT participants
meet in Sanctuary Entrance Hall
Upon conclusion of DELT, please
pick up your sandwich lunch from
the Hospitality Area

2011 UMW Annual Meeting at  a Glance
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Our Louisiana Missions need our help.
Some of the current requests are for school
supplies, hygiene products, clean up sup-
plies and the usual health kits, layette kits
and other standard kits such as supply kits,
disaster response items, etc.  More detailed
info can be found on the UMCOR site,
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor

If you choose to make a monetary dona-
tion, please make check or money order
payable to the La. Conference UMW. This
will insure that our conference gets the
proper credit for our donations and assis-

tance.  
For your additional info, the cost of a

layette kit is $35 and the cost of a health
kit is $12.  Please include an additional $1
for processing and shipping costs.  All
items must be new and there are specifics
regarding the kit assembly.

Please bring your items and/or mone-
tary donations to our Annual Meeting on
October 7-8, 2011.

Thank you for your generosity regard-
ing these ongoing needs

Another great
School of Christian
Mission…..To God Be
the Glory!!!

There was much
hard work and prepara-
tion done by a wonder-
ful team of people to
which I am most grate-
ful.  But God gave us
the harvest. 

Our blessings began
even before the school
started.  We had to locate a replacement for
one of our study leaders just two weeks
before Regional School.  God provided
Rev. Clifton Conrad who was already certi-
fied, to teach the Spiritual Growth study,
“Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice
and Reconciliation”.  

We were blessed to have two very tal-
ented and capable people to lead us in our
music, Debbie Hancock, song leader and
Gloria Lester, pianist. We also had the
expert assistance on audio/visuals from Ms.
Shannon Rachal again this year.  And our
book sales room was efficiently handled by
our own Conference Resource person,
Dorothy Kimball.  This is Dorothy’s last
year in this position.  We will miss her. 

Special thanks to our Conference
Spiritual Growth leader, Juanita Lagard, for
her beautiful worship altar table and the
Meditation Room she arranged.  Our early
morning praise services certainly got us off
on the right spirit each day.  Thanks to the
Acadiana, Baton Rouge and Shreveport
Districts for preparing the three tables
highlighting our mission emphasis for this
year. 

Along with our returning study leaders-
Rev. Bernadine Johnson, Rev. Connie
Saizon, Rev. Amy Mercer, Rev. Derrick
Hills and Rev. Arnold Brown who are
always dependable and do a very fine job-
we added two new leaders this year.  Rev.
R.B. Moore and Ms. Britney Winn
enriched our school even more. 

We had 130 in attendance and we took
an offering amounting to over $600 to be
used for mission giving.  Praise God!  We
were also blessed to have 13 first-timers to
our school.  Seven of these were from our

Youth.  Their classes were led by Mrs.
Carrie Roy and Mrs. Leona Berry, our
returning Youth leaders.  

But the blessings just kept coming.
Our school was privileged to hear a ‘first
hand’ witness from Ms. Britney Winn, who
has worked with a team that has made sev-
eral trips to Haiti to volunteer at an orphan-
age.  She also taught one of our classes on
Haiti, but had to leave a day early to pre-
pare for her church group trip to Haiti.  But
we were blessed to have her stand-in, Rev.
Hu Debo, to take her class the last day. 

Thedirector of UMCOR/Sager Brown,
Kathy Kraiser, was ill and unable to come
speak to the school, but she provided the
very new Director of Outreach Ministries,
Jo Sheetz, to come in her place.  Jo has just
recently moved to Louisiana from Georgia.
She spoke to us about her work with the
local Poverty Program there in Baldwin.
She is also available to come anywhere in
Louisiana to teach or help with outreach
ministries.

Our planned entertainment for the
Friday Fun Night fell through, but our
school members provided a wealth of tal-
ent that afforded us all a most enjoyable
evening.  There again, God is so good!

I would like to give special recognition
to my Assistant Dean, Myrna Freeman.  I
would not have been able to accomplish
my responsibilities as Dean without her
help and support. 

And special thanks to the staff at the
Wesley Center.  We would not have been
able to offer our school without their expert
assistance and equipment.  And they did it
in a most gracious manner.

And last, but far from least, I wish to
commend our Conference Treasurer,
Brenda Marks and her assistants.  Brenda
worked tirelessly to handle our registration,
room placements, offerings, and the dis-
bursements of funds.  Thank you, Brenda,
for a job well done. 

And thank you, Lord, for giving us suc-
cess for our efforts.

Your Servant,
Judy Willis 
2011 School of Christian Mission Dean

Dear Friends,
Our joint organization Domestic

Violence Conference is scheduled for Oct.
29,  2011 at First UMC, Baton Rouge. This
conference is being sponsored by the La.
Conference UMW and the La. Conference
Board of Church & Society, with support
from the General Board of Church and
Society and the La. Conference United
Methodist Men. I humbly ask that you
make copies of the registration form which
is located online at www.la-umc.org/min-
istries/umw  and distribute it at your church,
workplace, etc.

Please note that we will have experts
from Washington, D.C., as well as state
experts in the field of domestic violence.
Please also note that this is not just an edu-
cational conference, but we will also split
into working groups in the afternoon.

As you know, UMW, the La. Board of
C&S, and UMM have all adopted domestic

violence as a priority social issue to be
addressed this year . . . so all of you are
joint sponsors of this event. Therefore,
your attendance, promotion and support are
greatly appreciated.

In addition, at our last executive meet-
ing, we did vote to add poverty and human
trafficking as our other two priority social
concerns.  Of course, local units are free to
work on other social issues as they feel led
to do so.

Thanks,
Laura L. Salguero
Peace with Justice Coordinator of the

La. Conference of the UMC and Social
Action Coordinator of the La. Conference
of the UMW

312 Marie St.
West Monroe, La. 71291
Ph. (318) 387-3069
salguero@bellsouth.net
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Judy Willis

2011-2012 CONFERENCE
UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Year 2011
● October 6, 2011-UMW Executive Committee Meeting –Shreveport

● October 7-8, 2011-UMW Annual Meeting/DELT-Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport

● October 29, 2011-Fall Domestic Violence Workshop –First UMC, Baton Rouge

● November 12, 2011-Program, School of Christian Mission Committees meet

Year 2012
●January 22, 2012 - United Methodist Women’s Sunday

●February 4, 2012 - Mid-Year Executive Committee Meeting

●March 17, 2012 -Concurrent Finance, Membership and Nominations Committees

●June 22-24, 2012 – South Central Jurisdiction Meeting- Abilene, Texas

●July 17, 2012 – Conference UMW Executive Committee Meeting

●July 18-21, 2012 – School of Christian Mission

●October 11, 2012 – UMW Executive Committee Meeting

●October 12-13, 2012 – UMW Annual Meeting/DELT

●November 17, 2012 – Program, School of Christian Mission Committees Meeting 

SAVE THE DATE and INFO
2012 South Central Jurisdiction Meeting

Theme: “Women Responding to God’s Love and Grace”
June 22-24, 2012 – Abilene, Texas

We want all UMW members to keep this date in mind and know that this is an
event for every woman, not just officers and delegates.  Regional School follows
immediately after the jurisdiction meeting at McMurray University in Abilene. United
Methodist Women representing conferences in the South Central Jurisdiction will
gather June 22-24, 2012 in Abilene, Tex. for the purpose of electing Directors to
Women’s Division and a new jurisdiction leadership team. The great news is that
this meeting is not limited to nominees and delegates. All women (and men) who
are committed to mission are invited! Attendees can expect to participate in daily
worship through prayer and meditation, Bible study and music. Several presenters
will facilitate discussions on a diversity of interesting topics during break out ses-
sions. For more information on how you can be a part of this wonderful fellowship,
please visit the website at www.gbgm-umc.org/scjurisdictionumw.           

Staphenae Carey 
Member Committee on Nominations, SCJLT

SCHEDULE OF DISICT ANNUAL MEETINGS-
LOCAL ELECTED LEADERSHIP TRAININGS

Acadiana District …… . . . . November 5, 2011      Sager Brown, Baldwin
Alexandria District …………November 5, 2011      First UMC, Pineville
(Alexandria District is noting their meeting as an “Annual Celebration & LELT”)
Baton Rouge District ………November 5, 2011      TBA
Lake Charles District……… October 22, 2011       Warren UMC, Lake Charles
Monroe District …………… November 5, 2011      First UMC, Monroe
New Orleans District……… October 29, 2011       Hartzell/Mt. Zion UMC
Shreveport District …………November 5, 2011     Fairfield UMC, Shreveport

Annual Meeting provides opportunities
for ‘Hands On Mission Giving’

Successful School of Mission held

From the Social Action Coordinator



Joyce
Thibodeaux
Secretary
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SCM is past, and now it's time to turn
our attention to the Annual Meeting and
DELT Training.

As you know, a big part of our job is to
promote mission involvement and mission
giving.  We also need to promote atten-
dance at meetings, schools and training
events.  Each activity that we attend is a
time of learning, experiencing and partici-
pation.  We need to share our viewpoint,
our experience and expertise.  We need to
vote, to be a part of shaping our organiza-
tion.  UMW needs input from each and
every one of us.

I encourage you to take advantage of

every training experience you can have
either as a leader or as a participant.  DELT
and LELT training is vital.

We are in a time of crisis- economics,
an aging constituency, difficulty in sustain-
ing and increasing our membership, and
just plain business.  It's time to prioritize, to
rethink, refresh and refocus.  It's time to
pray unceasingly.

See you at Annual Meeting. 
Love in Christ,  

Myrna Freeman, Conference
Coordinator for Education and
Interpretation. 

Louisiana Conference Now!Special UmW Section

Please don’t forget the Mission Candle! 

our mission Candle was first burned at the 1979 Conference Annual
meeting as a Centennial Celebration of women organized for mission.
Units and individuals will want to be a part of this meaningful expression of
our united commitment to a worldwide program of mission outreach.You
may donate funds in honor and in memory of loved ones. the pledge to
mission this year is $182,000 

2011 Mission Candle Mission Support is:
1 SECOND                 $           .48
1 MINUTE                  $       29.07
5 MINUTES                $     145.37
1 HOUR                      $   1744.44

Please download and use the Mission Candle form to list names, indicating in
which section each name is to be inscribed.  Send the form with your check to your
District Treasurer by Sept. 1.

meet the 2011-2013 United methodist Women
nominated slate of officers

Barbara
Ferguson
President

Ouida Smith
Membership,
Nuture &
Care 

Anita Hansberry
Communications
Coordinator

Myrna
Freeman
Education &
Interpretation

Sandy Decelle
Committee on
Nominations
Class of 2012

RIBBONS
Ribbons for the 38th
Annual Meeting will be
available at the time of
registration.  There will
also be a limited number
of past year’s ribbons 
available to purchase.  All
proceeds will go toward
our conference pledge.

2011 Retiring Officers

edna Brown Hickman - 3 years
dorothy Kimball - 4 years
Lana Lathan - 4 years
ethel Lilly - 4 years

Committee on Nominations-
Retiring Officers

ouida Smith – 4 years
emily mcCoy – 4 years
doret gilbert-Wilson – 3 years

Slate of Returning Officers -
To be elected for 2012-13

Slate of New Officers - 
To be elected for 2012-13

Report on Education and Interpretation

LOUISIANA UMW GOALS FOR 2012 (Proposed)
President:      

to provide leadership, representation, and coordination of new 
and established programs, policies and activities of Louisiana Conference
UmW and its connectional levels within the church. 

Vice President:  Judy Willis 
to better communicate information concerning the district and Local Units
formulated by the Conference executive Committee.Concentrate efforts 
to train and keep counterparts apprised of their responsibilities.

Secretary:   Joyce Thibodeaux          
to keep accurate minutes of executive Committee meetings.
to work with district Secretaries to keep accurate records of Conference, 
district, and local unit officers.

Treasurer:  Brenda Marks            
to provide information on fund raising ideas, to meet pledge goals, and to
inform units of where their pledge monies go.

Spiritual Growth:  Juanita Lagard
to encourage unit members to PRAY for our missionary workers and
our Conference executive Committee in the work that they do and the  
decisions they make for our UmW organization.

Membership, Nurture and Outreach:
to increase the number of units and members of all ages and groupings
across the conference and to help facilitate accurate reporting of 
membership growth and/or decline both within our conference, nationally,
and worldwide.

Education & Interpretation:  Myrna Freeman
to revamp the mission today Report form.
to work together to promote mission giving and mission involvement 
across the world.
to investigate the possibility of other mission event venues and of child 
care for attendees.
to promote greater attendance at SCm and other meetings and events by
district counterparts. Also the training and encouragement of sub-group 
participation

Social Action:  Laura Salguero 
to ensure that La. UmW members at all levels of the organization are 
familiar with the social issues fostered by the Women’s division  such as 
the Charter for Racial Justice and the domestic Violence initiative of the 
Um Women.
to provide La. UmW members the knowledge and tools they need to 
participate in these issues.

Secretary of Program Resources:   
to have a 15% increase in the number of participants in reading 
resources.

Communication Coordinator:    
to coordinate the publication of the Conference UmW newsletter inserts; 
supply current news to district communication coordinators for publication
in their newsletters and the conference website in an effort to provide full 
coverage of all aspects of the UmW program.
to encourage and promote subscription(s) to LA Now among UmW
members in order to increase readers of news concerning UmW.
to encourage and assist as needed district communication coordinators
to network information to all local churches by whatever means possible.
to establish a website through the gBogm in addition to the Louisiana 
Conference web page to provide prompt news releases,updating of event
programming and registration.
to extend our web/internet focus by building additional web space using 
offerings from gBoBm.  Building our own web space would allow faster 
updates as information changes. this would be in addition to space that 
is a part of our LA Conf. website.
to explore computer software programs and social networking opportuni
ties such as twitter; facebook; and Youtube in order to reach and wel
come teen, high school, college/university women and younger demo
graphics of membership possibilities. 

Chairperson, Committee on Nominations :  Carrie Roy
to increase the number of talented women who will commit to leadership
roles in UmW at the Conference level.

Standing Rules & Guidelines Committee:
After corrections and amendments have been passed at the Annual
meeting, we plan to have one meeting per year, with the executive 
Committee, preferably in the spring, for a complete review to see if there 
are areas that need to be addressed.

Voting item: Addition to standing rules
Standing Rules page 14, section 10, item (c), there shall be a Language

Coordinator appointed by the Conference President for a term of two (2)

years and approved by the Executive Committee. She shall serve on the

Conference Executive Committee.

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women
Women’s Division Nominees

Barbara ferguson     dolores giles    Lueburda myers
Nominees for Delegates to the Quadrennial Conference

myrna freeman Juanita Lagard  Carrie Roy     Laura Salguero 
Joyce thibodeaux      Judy Willis    Brenda marks (alternate)

Currently there are no nominees for Secretary of Program Resources and the

Committee on Nominations position Class of 2015.



Bishop Robert E. Fannin
will serve as interim pastor
for First United Methodist
Church in Baton Rouge
beginning Sept. 11.

Bishop Fannin was elected
to the Episcopacy in July of
1992 at the Southeastern
Jurisdictional Conference and
assigned to the Birmingham
area. At the time of his elec-
tion, he was serving as senior
minister for the First United
Methodist Church in
Lakeland, Florida. Presently,
Bishop Fannin is serving as Bishop in
Residence at Florida Southern College.

In 2006, he was elected as
chairperson of World
Evangelism of the World
Methodist Council and
appointed associate dean of
the Jerusalem Center for
Biblical Studies. Bishop
Fannin  has served on the
faculties of Schools of
Christian Mission for many
years. He and his wife Faye
have three children, eight
grandchildren and six great
grandchildren.
Bishop Fannin retired from

the Episcopacy in 2004. 

Louisiana Five Day 
Academy for 

Spiritual Formation 

February 12-17, 2012 
The Wesley Center 

 

Robert Mulholland 
author of  

Invitation to Journey 

Marjorie Thompson 
author of 

Soul Feast 

$575 tuition includes 
 private room and meals 

3 CEU’s Available 
Enrollment space is limited 

For additional information contact Rev Donnie Wilkinson 
(985) 381-5963 revdonnie@gmail.com 

Retired Bishop Fannin to serve as
interim pastor for First UMC, BR
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September is National Recovery Month

Prayerfully honor the fallen on the 10th
anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy. Help your
congregation to remember those three terri-
ble attacks on the U.S. through prayer and
worship on Sunday, Sept. 11. New
resources from GBOD, including “Peaceful

Remembrance of September 11, 2001:
Forty Days of Prayer for Children” and
“An Act of Praise on the Anniversary of
September 11,” are available at
http://www.bit.ly/pkywFk

Church resources for remembering 9/11  

Bishop Robert E.
Fannin

September is National Recovery Month,
when we celebrate people in recovery and
lift up the need for resources to better help
those affected by addiction and educate
people about the disease. Churches are
encouraged to host a special worship or
other educational event in the community

or online. Visit www.recoverymonth.gov or
call (800) 662-HELP to receive more infor-
mation, order or download a planning
toolkit and other useful materials, and list
your event in the interactive events section.
Visit www.umc-gbcs.org to obtain worship
helps.



(225) 346-1535  (800) 256-9317

www.umf.org

Tired of riding the 

fi nancial rollercoaster?

If the current market volatility feels like a scary 

rollercoaster ride, a charitable gift annuity can 

provide the stable income you need.

A charitable gift annuity offers:

• fi xed income for life

• an immediate charitable tax deduction

• ability to use appreciated assets and partially 

bypass capital gains tax

• A partially tax-free income

• Support for your family 

and church

It’s your choice-- stay on the 

scary ride or get off the 

rollercoaster and lock in a 

fi xed income for a future 

you can count on.

Single Life*

Charitable 

Gift Annuity 

Rates

   Age          Rate 

 70 5.8%

 75 6.5

 80 7.5

 85 8.4

 90+ 9.8

*Two-life rates are lower.
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For years, many United Methodists and visitors to The Wesley Center in Woodworth have admired the small chapel that sat just a
mile from the center at the corner of Hwy 165 and Coulee Crossing. An inquiry to the owner of the quaint chapel resulted in the owner
graciously donating the building for placement on the grounds of the center. Two members of the center’s Board of Trustees have funded
the cost of the building relocation and setup. The one room structure is now nestled in the wooded landscape at the west end of the main
parking lot adjacent to the entrance of the paved trail. The space will be used for small group devotions, meditation and prayer.

Little chapel relocated to grounds of Wesley Center

Jefferson United
Methodist Church,
10328 Jefferson
Hwy. in Baton
Rouge, will host a
Living Proof Live
Simulcast on Sept. 10
from 9:30 a.m.-4
p.m.

Beth Moore, well
known Christian
author and speaker,
will lead the simul-
cast. Worship leader
will be Travis Cottrell. Doors open at 8
a.m.

A registration fee of $25 covers lunch
and a nursery (available with an RSVP). A
Living Proof Live t-shirt may be purchased
for an additional $15.

To obtain a registration form, contact
the church office at (225) 293-4440 or
email ginger@jeffersononline.org 

Simulcast featuring
Beth Moore slated
Sept. 10 at Jefferson

Rev. Lawrence P. Gaines, pastor of
Mount Zion United Methodist Church in
New Orleans, and the Mount Zion UMC
Scholarship Committee recently
announced the recipients of the church’s
2011-2012 academic scholarships.

A total of $4,800 in scholarships were
awarded to Amber Cannon, a freshman at
Xavier University of New Orleans; Sidnie
Jackson, a sophomore at Xavier
University; Ryan Shelling, a junior at
University of Southern Mississippi; and
Kristine Wilson, a junior at Delgado
Nursing School.

As Mount Zion continues to rebuild, the
Scholarship Committee wishes to thank all
visitors and members of the church for
their support by way of contributions
through May Scholarship Sundays and
special gifts. For more information, contact
the church at (504) 895-6110.

Mount Zion UMC presents
academic scholarships

St. Charles United Methodist Church in
Destrahan will host a 9/11K, Fun Run
Walk and Bike to honor our service men
and women, along with helping to feed the
hungry. The event will be held Sept. 10 at
7:30 a.m. at the church, 1905 Ormond
Blvd. Participants are encouraged to wear
“Red, White and Blue” as they travel from
the church to the levee, and then walk to
Destrehan Plantation and back. The group
will walk 9.11K (which is 5.6 miles) and
bike 20.01K (which is 12.32 miles.) The
bikers will travel 20.01K, starting from the
church, and then back.

The $5 fee helps with the t-shirt and
provides non-perishable food for the food
pantry. To guarantee having a t-shirt for the
event, registrations need to be sent in by
Aug. 21. For details, contact Mary Anne at
Beronco@hotmail.com or (985) 764-8386.

St. Charles UMC hosts
run/walk to honor military

Beth Moore


