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Latino Ministry

   

Roberts UMC / 4

Russians / 3

Douglas UMC / 5

A crying woman, whose husband beat
and humiliated her constantly, asked me,
“Pastor, how can the power of God
change my present reality? I don’t under-
stand when you tell me that with God,
the best is yet to come and that we have
begun to taste it in the present.” 

I asked her if she could see herself
happy and without fear. “No,” she said,
but I began seeing in her face the deter-
mination of someone who understands

that God created her to be happy, free
and without fear. It has been a year since
that conversation, and it is now difficult
to remember the terror and bitterness in
her face. 

Christ gave her strength and energy to
leave her abuser — who did not want to
know anything about Christ — and to
study and reinvent herself.

It is not easy to minister to the
Hispanic community in New Orleans. Six
years after Katrina, the original popula-
tion in the city continues to be absent.

There still are devastated areas.
There is also a growing Hispanic pop-

ulation, depressed, uneducated and with
acute social, economic and spiritual
needs. 

Hispanics face personal struggles that
you will find across ethnic and class
lines, such as domestic abuse. 

However, we also face unique chal-
lenges. The crime against our community
is rampant and made worse because of
the corruption of a number of local

Methodists serve growing Latino ministry in New Orleans

See Latino Ministry, page 7

The Louisiana United Methodist
Conference will sponsor a number of 5K
and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21,
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria, our
denomination’s global initiative dedicated
to eradicating malaria worldwide. As with
the conference-wide “Day of Caring” held

May 14 of this year, all of our local church-
es are encouraged to participate in this very
special event.

The Conference Global Health Initiative
Task Force is preparing for the “Imagine
No Malaria 5K/Walks” and plans on facili-
tating separate runs in strategic locations

throughout the state of Louisiana on April
21. Race directors are being recruited for
each of the runs. These volunteers will be
United Methodists from our local churches
who are also members of local certified

Conference sets April 21, 2012 for 5K/Mile walks

See 5K, page 6

Twice-weekly English classes at First Grace United Methodist Church in New Orleans are part of the educational min-
istry nurtured through the National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministries. UMNS photo courtesy of the Rev. Oscar
Ramos-Gallardo

Save the date!

Conference-wide 
5K Run/Mile Walk

April 21, 2012

Benefitting 

Imagine No Malaria

A UMNS CoMMeNtAry
By oSCAr rAMoS GAllArdo



Bishop Hutchison and the Extended
Cabinet itinerated the Districts in the fall
of 2010 to discuss our ministry together
as an Annual Conference. One of the
focal points of those sessions was to
introduce four types of congregations;
On the Move, Faithful and Strong,
Rekindling the Vision, and Passing the
Mantle. Each local church was asked to
self-identify the description that best suit-
ed them. It has been reported that the
local church conversations leading to the
selection were a meaningful experience.
The ministry of this past year in local
churches, and the experiences of the
2011 Charge Conferences have been
informed and enriched by these models
of church identification.

A series of gatherings is being offered
to churches identified in each of the four
areas. These gatherings are designed to
provide further information and conver-
sation in the individual groupings. Each
group will be invited to participate in a
day-long conversation with a noted
leader in the greater church community.
A resource book will be recommended
for reading prior to the event as a way of
sharing models for discussion and con-
sideration. Key questions will be
designed to offer additional follow-up
conversation to the congregations after
the gatherings.

The sessions are as follows:
Passing the Mantle Churches

December 3, 2011
First United Methodist Church in
Pineville
10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
The resource leader will be Rev.

Stephen Gray, a Senior Consultant with
New Church Specialties, a company that
trains coaches and assists pastors world-
wide to Start, ReStart and ReFocus their
churches. He is the co-author of the
resource book, Legacy Churches. In
addition, resource persons from our
Conference will be guide discussions
related to the process identified in the
United Methodist Book of Discipline and
in regard to the financial considerations.
Up to five persons from these congrega-
tions are invited to attend this session.
Other persons are also invited to attend if

they are interested in
learning about
Passing the Mantle
as a consideration.
Churches who par-
ticipate are invited to
learn about this
option without mak-
ing a decision at that
time.

The District
Superintendent will

assist in ongoing conversations.
Faithful and Strong Churches and

Rekindling the Vision Churches

March 3, 2012
RiverCenter in
Alexandria
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Dr. Lovett Weems will lead this gath-

ering and conversation. Dr. Weems is
Distinguished Professor of Church
Leadership and Director of the Lewis
Center for Church Leadership at Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington,
D.C. He is well known for his work
with research in congregational vitality
and leadership. He is the co-author of
Bearing Fruit, the resource book that
will be used in this session. Once again,
these self-identified churches will be
invited to bring up to five people (includ-
ing the pastor) to this session. The table
conversation groups will be divided as
either Faithful and Strong or Rekindling
the Vision.

On the Move Churches

February 11, 2012
The plans for this gathering are still

being finalized. The On the Move
Congregations will soon be informed of
the specific details of this conversation.
We are asking that these churches hold
this date on their calendars.

Letters of invitation will be sent to
each pastor and lay leader in the church-
es who identified themselves as one of
the four types of congregations. On-line
registration will be done through the
Conference office. Information regarding
registration will be publicized in the near
future. The cost of registration will
include the resource book and a light
lunch.
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Conference gatherings of self-identified
groups assist Conference churches  

Rev. Don Cottrill

Conference, district and congregational
leaders seeking to respond to Council of
Bishops’ Call to Action to create vital con-
gregations can find invaluable help from a
leadership development process for local
church leaders developed by the General
Board of Discipleship (GBOD).

Next month, the Tennessee Annual
Conference will become the first confer-
ence to adopt GBOD’s Innovative
Leadership Project (ILP), which is
designed to help congregations that are
looking for ways to become vital, to stay
vital or to increase vitality.

“The ILP is a breath of fresh air as it
charts a course for equipping and empow-
ering congregations to expand and revital-
ize ministries,” said Bettye P. Lewis,
Director of Connectional Ministries for the
Tennessee Conference. “It provides a holis-
tic approach for developing growth strate-
gies related to one's community context.

“Designed for local church teams of
both clergy and laity, the project explores
spiritual/theological foundations, enhances
leadership development and designs a dis-
cipleship system for church vitality,” she
said.

Developed by Craig Kennet Miller,
Director of Pastoral Leadership at GBOD,
ILP is available to any group of churches,
or even a single church. A new round of
training will launch on Nov. 5, but ILP is
also designed so participating churches can
set their own schedule for the seven-month
training period.

“Part of the idea of the Innovative
Leadership Project is that you participate in
four seminars over the course training peri-
od with your church team, and you do that
with other churches,” Miller said. “The
Tennessee Conference is developing a
strategy to invite churches to participate in
the Innovative Leadership Project and to
provide the seminars for the churches that
will be participating. They see this as way
for their conference to respond to the Call
to Action.”

ILP helps leaders look at the whole sys-
tem of the congregation and how it con-

nects to its members and to the people who
live in the community where the church is
located. The project is designed for church-
es in a group (district, cluster or city) to
gather for the seminars and learn together.
Between the seminars, church teams and
individuals work on various assignments
with the goal of developing and improving
various ministry areas in the congregation. 

Each ILP team of 5-10 people should
include the lead pastor, staff related to the
overall program of the church and key laity
who have influence in the congregation.
During the course of the training, team
members will:

•    Learn how to start new ministries in
their congregations and evaluate current
ministries

•    Build knowledge and develop strate-
gies around the Call to Action Drivers of
Change related to creating vital congrega-
tions

•    Learn to use an assessment tool that
enables their church to develop a plan for
its future

With each church’s $300 registration, all
materials needed for the Innovative
Leadership Project are provided in a kit,
including 10 Innovative Leadership
Guidebooks, a USB flash drive with the
presentation material for the four
Innovative Leadership Seminars and tools
that can be reproduced for church leaders.
In addition, three GodFilms videos which
are used in the seminars are also included.

Webinars are available throughout the
year from GBOD to train people to lead
the seminars. For a complete overview of
the program, go online to
http://churchleaderUMC.com or contact
Miller at cmiller@gbod.org.

GBOD’s mission is to support annual
conference and local church leaders for
their task of equipping world-changing dis-
ciples. An agency of The United Methodist
Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand
Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit
www.gbod.org for more information or call
the Communications Office at (877) 899-
2780, Ext. 1726.

In Memoriam
Lenora Collins 

October 6, 2011

Billie Smith
October 7, 2011

Rev. John Lee
October 13, 2011

Innovative leadership project helps create
vital United Methodist congregations



When the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries started work in Russia 20
years ago, the primary goal was to deliver
food to the Moscow area.

But a changing political climate also led
to the opportunity to re-establish
Methodism in the former Soviet Union,
and the agency wasn’t the only denomina-
tional entity interested in church growth in
the region. 

Under the board’s sponsorship, the
Russia Initiative, which also includes the
Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus, has created
a thriving partnership among the denomi-
nation’s annual (regional) conferences, con-
gregations and institutions.

Now, as the Board of Global Ministries
continues to redefine its role as the denomi-
nation’s mission leader and a 21st century

missionary-sending agency, the Russia
Initiative provides one possible “roadmap”
to change, says Thomas Kemper, the
board’s top executive.

The initiative’s model of retaining cul-
tural identification and fostering financial
self-reliance should be studied, Kemper
told directors during his report at the
board’s Oct. 10-12 annual meeting.

How to engage effectively in global
mission is a constant topic of discussion by
both the Board of Global Ministries and the
denomination at large. Most of the 10 new
missionaries commissioned during this
week’s meeting will engage in new or
expanding mission activities, Kemper said.

A new strategic plan for mission focuses
on everything from streamlining the
agency’s operations to tailoring missionary

placements to reflect new global realities to
expanding mission partnerships.

Such partnerships even include other
mission agencies that might have been con-
sidered competitors in the past. To illustrate
that point, Kemper invited the Rev. Dick
McLain, president of The Mission Society,
to preach during the board’s Oct. 11 wor-
ship service. 

Incorporated in 1984 as the Mission
Society for United Methodists, the organi-
zation set itself up as a secondary agency to
send missionaries outside the United States.
Kemper acknowledged the tense relations
between the two organizations in the past. 

“We are trying to lay aside animosities
from 20, 30 years ago, recognizing that the
society … proceeds in its work as a general
missionary-sending organization, but not

one constituted or operated in opposition to
the General Board of Global Ministries,”
Kemper told directors.

In fact, both Kemper, a member of the
Germany Annual Conference with exten-
sive mission experience, and McLain, who
first joined The Mission Society in 1986 as
its first director of missionary personnel,
spoke of the friendship that has developed
between them over the last 18 months.

Cooperation can benefit both agencies,
Kemper said. “We know that openness
between the two agencies helps both to
deal with real issues that arise in mission
areas where we each have personnel or
may plan to have personnel,” he explained. 

In his sermon, McLain offered board
directors and staff a welcome from the
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See Looking Ahead, page 7

Ten volunteers from Russia arrived in
Louisiana on Oct. 6 to help with United
Methodist construction projects in Baton
Rouge, Slidell, and New Orleans. 

The Russian delegation, consisting of
seven men and three women, worked on
the Baton Rouge District Habitat build on
Oct. 8 with volunteers from area United
Methodist churches. Then from Oct.10-
15, they worked through the Epworth
Center in Slidell with rebuilds on homes
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 

While in Baton Rouge, the group was
housed by members of First United
Methodist Church. Supporters of the
Epworth Center, a United Methodist
based disaster response ministry, provided
lodging for the team while they were in
Slidell.

Evgeny Belozertsev, leader of the
Russian contingent, has served as facilita-
tor for all  United Methodist mission
teams from the United States since the
early 1990s. In an effort to “give back” to
the Americans who have so faithfully
helped the Russian church, Belozertsey
began bringing Russian teams to the
United States in 2009. So far, he has led
teams to Texas, West Virginia, and now,

Louisiana.
Every year for 20 years, Louisiana

Volunteers in Mission has sent one or two
teams to provide help to First United
Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg,
Russia. Evgeny’s organization, Volunteer
21st Century in Moscow, supplies an offi-
cial letter of invitation to each group
member, an essential step in obtaining a
visa to visit Russia. He also supplies
guides and transportation around
Moscow, securing reservations for hotel
rooms and for train or plane travel inside
Russia. 

Evgeny came to the United States for
the first time in 1991 as a guest of Habitat
for Humanity, volunteering in a home-
building project in Washington State. The
ideas of nonprofit organizations and vol-
unteerism were virtually unknown in the
old Soviet Union.  Inspired by what he
saw, Evgeny began to promote those con-
cepts among his Russian contact.
“Bringing a team to Louisiana fulfills his
long-time dream of building a true part-
nership with American volunteers,” wrote
Monica Bradsher, a member of First
UMC in Baton Rouge.

United Methodists from Russia volunteer with construction projects

Board of Global Ministries looks ahead to future mission trends

Thomas Kemper, top executive of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, speaks during an Oct. 11 service where 10 new missionaries were commissioned.
The service took place at First United Methodist Church in Flushing, a Korean-American congregation in the Queens borough of New York City. Bishop Hans Växby
(back, right), who leads conferences in Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, preaches during an Oct. 11 commissioning service for new missionaries of the United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries in New York. Växby urged the group to ‘do what it takes’ to be faithful to their calling. UMNS photos by Cassandra Zampini.
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St. Peter United Methodist Church in
Jeanerette and St. James United Methodist
Church in New Iberia have recently
worked together is mission to serve the
community of New Iberia.

Each church hosted a clothing drive and
distributed items to homeless citizens.
Close to 100 people from both churches
helped with the effort.  St. Peter UMC also
sponsored a health and job fair. Volunteers
from New Iberia Comprehensive and two
other organizations participated.
Participants received free diabetes and cho-
lesterol tests. 

“These exciting events helped to fulfill
the churches’ mission of reaching ‘up’ to

God and ‘out’ to the community. These
churches are committed to remembering
the poor and demonstrate it by being active
every month in their respective communi-
ties,” said Rev. Junius Egby, pastor of both
churches.  

For October, St. Peter and St. James
UMCs are raising awareness regarding
domestic violence and breast cancer. The
churches are offering training on breast
self-examination and sponsoring testi-
monies given by survivors of cancer and
domestic violence.  Event coordinators are
Deidre Lewis and Sandra Lockett of St.
Peter and Ronika Arceneaux of St. James.

As part of the church’s efforts during
the recent conference-sponsored Town &
Country Academy, Downsville United
Methodist Church adopted the local high
school for ministry. 

In addition to previous efforts with the
church and the Downsville High School, a
schedule of activities is being put in place
by the church’s NOW Committee. A grant
of $2,500 that the church received from the
conference will be used to provide addi-
tional school resources, gifts to staff and

students, outreach services for the needy,
and food and supplies for school lunch-
eons.      

A church representative wrote, “Our
ministry efforts have been appreciated by
the school staff and students. The church’s
membership has grown spiritually and has
been inspired by working together toward a
common goal. In the end, Downsville
UMC has learned to consciously use their
spiritual gifts to share the grace of God
with others.”

Roberts United Methodist Church in
Denham Springs went all out in cele-
bration of a 117-year history on their
Founders Day, Aug. 27. In a reenact-
ment of the days when Plainview
School became Plainview Episcopal
Methodist Church on Sundays,
Professor Michael Harrell oversees
the schoolwork of his student, Trey
Keller. At top, the Roberts UMC litur-
gical dance team includes (front)
Lakia Scott, (back, from left) Talaysia
Posey, Tamyra Posey, Keaira Gross
and Melanie Key. Roberts UMC pas-
tor, Rev. Deborah Williams, intro-
duced guest speaker Rev. Davis
Clark, pastor of Jordan UMC in Baton
Rouge. Following his sermon, she
gave the benediction dismissing the
congregation to a reception in the
Fellowship Hall. Roberts is the first
African American and the oldest
church in Denham Springs,
Louisiana. It was established in 1894
in a log cabin that was also used as a
school.  

Roberts UMC - Denham Springs Downsville UMC

St. Peter UMC - Jeanerette
St James UMC - New Iberia

St. Peter United Methodist Church in Jeanerette recently sponsored a free health
and job fair for the community. St. James UMC in New Iberia, along with St. Peter
UMC, worked together to host clothing drives and distribution of items to home-
less citizens.
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Douglas United Methodist Church
adopted Choudrant High School several
months ago as part of an outreach program
known as Adopt-A-School. The school,
which is 10 miles down the road from the
church, has been the recipient of school
supplies for students, breakfast for the
teachers, and a catered BBQ for the faculty
and staff.  

“Many of my church members went to
Choudrant, and now their kids and grand-
kids go to the school. This ministry has
really taken off because of personal con-
nections that already existed with the
school,” said Rev. Jeremy Jones, pastor. 

The church is currently working on an
aluminum can and Box Tops for Education
drive to raise money so that the school can
meet the unexpected needs during the year.
“There are always students who break a
book bag and cannot afford a new one, or
students that need help in buying lunch
each day, or students who need a school
uniform for one reason or another.  In addi-
tion to the drive, we are going to provide

Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for stu-
dents and their families who may not have
the income to celebrate,” said Rev. Jones.

For many years, the church has held a
Fall Fun Festival.  This year’s event will
add a gumbo cook-off and cake auction,
with awards for the “best” gumbo and pro-
ceeds from the auction going to help
Adopt-A-School. “We are making a con-
centrated effort to publicize our Trunk or
Treat in the hopes that the Fall Festival will
attract new people to the church family,”
said Rev. Jones.

Douglas UMC is also coordinating an
outreach program to local nursing homes
and hospitals in our area called “Little
Lights.”  Youth from the church visit resi-
dents and patients and bring them small
gifts to brighten their days.  Currently, new
“little lights” are being mentored to carry
on the program as the original “little
lights” are graduating from high school this
year.  The outreach is led by Douglas
UMC member Lisa Chandler.

First United Methodist Church in
Eunice has watched its youth ministry,
called CLUB 3:16, thrive in recent months.
Attendance at Wednesday night programs,
launched in August, has grown from 11 to
an average of 35 in October. 

One of the early goals for the kids was
to earn a CLUB 3:16 t-shirt by first attend-
ing three consecutive meetings, then, on a
designated meeting night, reciting John
3:16 and the names of the first 10 books of
the New Testament. 

In late October, each member of the
group will be given a Bible of their own.
Over the coming weeks and months, there
will be a deliberate emphasis on teaching
the kids about the Bible and its significance
for the world.  “Just as the smart phone ads
tout, ‘There’s an app for that,’ CLUB 3:16
teaches that no matter the mood, emotion
or circumstance, ‘There’s a verse for
that!’,” said Dwight Jodon, CLUB staff.

The fast-paced program typically
includes a mix of prayer, birthday celebra-
tion, devotionals, music, scripture search,
games and a featured activity. The meeting
always ends with a meal.  Past activities
have included “Top Chef” night, T-shirt
night, a face painting competition, missions
guest speaker, ARK Day for children of the

community, painting The Loft (the upstairs
youth room), and mystery movie night.
Future activities include Bible night, soft-
ball night (featuring celebrity umpires from
the congregation), Trunk-Or-Treat and sea-
sonal activities for Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

The church currently has a unique
demographic with regard to youth and chil-
dren.  Almost all of the kids are junior high
age and younger, which bodes well for a
thriving youth ministry over the next 10
years. Plans are moving quickly to equip
The Loft to provide a fun, comfortable
space where the kids can gather, play
games, read and just hang out. CLUB 3:16
staff say they “want to seize the opportuni-
ty to write good things on each child’s
Page of Life.”  

First UMC is excited that this ministry
has already drawn in several new families
whose children were not previously associ-
ated with a church at all. One family has
also begun attending Sunday worship for
the first time as a family as a result of the
child’s participation on Wednesdays.

Find out more about CLUB 3:16 by vis-
iting www.FUMCeunice.org. 

Members of United Methodist Women share a moment of prayer after the
installation of new officers during the Louisiana Conference’s Annual Meeting
of United Methodist Women at Broadmoor United Methodist Church on Oct. 8. 

Douglas UMC - Choudrant

Annie Baker, a resident of Ruston Nursing and Rehab Center, receives a visit
from Kylie Farrar and Halie Chandler of Douglas UMC’s “Little Lights” program. 
Faculty and staff of Choudrant High School are served lunch by Douglas UMC
members Mary Baker and Connie Hennen.

First UMC - Eunice
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running clubs. Guidelines and support
provided by local running clubs will play
key roles in putting on the runs. The race
directors will work with volunteer com-
mittees, and the committees will engage
other volunteers from as many local
churches as possible in planning and put-
ting on these events. 

As with our “Day of Caring” event,
there is a task for every size church.

Depending on available volunteers and
resources, churches can:

•Provide a representative on one of the
race planning committees

•Provide volunteers for the day of the
run/walk

•Provide participants in one of the
run/walks

•Gather prayer partners to offer up
prayers on April 21 for the success of the
event and the safety of the participants

During this spring’s “Day of Caring,”
more than half of the Louisiana United
Methodist churches played a role by
organizing food drives, working on
Habitat projects, holding health fairs and
more. With the “Imagine No Malaria
Run/Walk,” all of our churches will be
working in unison to make this event a
huge success. The race sites have been
chosen to make volunteering as conven-
ient as possible for every local church.

This type of event has a strong appeal for
children, youth and young adults! 

Details regarding the conference-wide
event are progressing in order to give
churches as much time as possible to plan
for participation. As with the “Day of
Caring,” the conference will secure bill-
boards, TV commercials, press coverage,
and possible reporting at the 2012 General
Conference to promote the initiative state-
wide and globally. 

At the end of April, Alabama residents
were stunned by a record 62 tornadoes that
killed 250 people and left homes, business-
es and municipalities in tatters.

All but two of those tornados touched
down somewhere in the United Methodist
North Alabama Annual (regional)
Conference. This week, directors of the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
approved a $1 million grant to that confer-
ence to assist in the state’s recovery.

The directors also approved other large
grants including $1.2 million to the Asian
Rural Institute, an ecumenical campus
damaged by the March 11 earthquake in
Japan; $463,000 to the Dakotas Annual
Conference to assist those coping with
spring flooding that destroyed more than
3,000 homes, and $200,000 for Project
HEAL of South Florida Urban Ministries,
providing services for Haitian refugees and
evacuees after the 2010 Haitian earthquake.

The size of these grants is not unprece-
dented, said the Rev. Cynthia Fierro
Harvey, UMCOR’s top executive, who
noted the grants address a variety of global
needs. “From Japan to Haiti to North
Alabama – because of the incredible con-
gregations across the connection — we are
able to respond,” she said.

Although funds had been low earlier in
the year, particularly for U.S. disasters, “we
had faith that the people of The United
Methodist Church would respond as they
always do, and they did,” Harvey told direc-
tors during their Oct. 11 board meeting. 

Rebuilding in Japan

The year’s major disasters began with
Japan’s earthquake and tsunami. UMCOR
has received $11.8 million for its relief and
recovery assistance there.

The Asian Rural Institute, which had
received a $150,000 grant from UMCOR
in April, is in the process of restructuring
its campus. Several buildings were declared
unsafe, and the location was close enough
to the leaking Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
to prompt concerns over radiation. The
institute has made efforts to decontaminate
its soil through a process called “phyto-
remediation.”

Its recovery process is outlined in a $6.6
million comprehensive reconstruction plan.
Other donors include Lutheran groups, the
United Church of Christ, the United
Church of Canada, American Friends of
ARI, Episcopal Relief and Development,
the Japanese government and the United
Church of Christ in Japan. 

“Priority is being given to core facilities
that are most essential for carrying out our
training program,” the plan stated. “The
extent of the damage of the earthquake has
required us essentially to restructure the
entire ARI campus.”

Other new grants related to the Japan
earthquake and tsunami include $300,000
for emergency assistance through Church
World Service and $200,000 to support
advocacy work on responsible nuclear
power by the Japan Ecumenical Disaster
Response Office of the National Christian

Council in Japan.
That advocacy work is probably “the

biggest challenge” of the recovery, said
Melissa Crutchfield, UMCOR’s head of
international disaster response. Nuclear
safety, she explained, “is the big question
creating a lot of anxiety in Japan.”

Responding to spring storms

U.S. disasters took their toll in 2011.
The grants for Alabama and North Dakota
come from the $4.9 million raised by
UMCOR for spring storms, said the Rev.
Tom Hazelwood, who leads U.S. disaster
response.

With its $1 million grant, the North
Alabama Conference expects to help at
least 2,000 families return home or relocate
to new homes. The long-term recovery
plan will help train and provide case man-
agers, set up a structure to facilitate the
repair and rebuilding of homes by volun-
teer teams, and establish leadership and the
communications necessary to implement
the plan.

The June flooding disaster in the
Dakotas Conference is primarily centered
on the Minot, N.D., region but also
includes communities along the Missouri
River in North and South Dakota as well as
the Devils Lake, N.D., area.

Floodwaters, rushing in at 75 miles an
hour, swamped Faith United Methodist in
Minot and damaged 35 homes of its mem-
bers, but the congregation was able to con-
tinue its community outreach by moving its
popular food pantry to a trailer in a strip-

mall parking lot.
The recovery plan of the Dakotas

Conference focuses on providing better
support by having an associate coordinator
in the Minot area and assisting with unmet
financial needs. “This funding will go to
buy supplies, to help individual families
and to hire someone … to manage volun-
teers,” Hazelwood said.

UMCOR directors also approved a sec-
ond $100,000 grant to the Tennessee
Annual Conference for recovery from 2010
flooding in 29 of the state’s counties.

Continued work in Haiti

The relief agency has received $45 mil-
lion for its long-term recovery plan for the
2010 Haiti earthquake. Of that amount,
Crutchfield said, $26 million had been
spent or committed by May this year. The
remaining sum is expected to go toward
projects focusing on education, livelihoods,
health and shelter. 

New Haiti grants approved this week
included $275,000 to Haitian Artisans for
Peace International to help strengthen the
rural community of Mizak and the Project
HEAL grant to assist Haitians in Florida.

UMCOR directors also approved distri-
bution of the remaining $2.5 million of a
three-year Haiti response plan for United
Methodist Volunteers in Mission, which is
to be released in six-month intervals.

UMCOR provides 1 million dollar grant for Alabama tornado relief

The Rev. Kelly Clem (right) and Christine Kirchberg-Jones clear tornado debris in Harvest, Ala., in May 2011. A UMNS file photo by Reed Galin. Children pump water in
front of the rubble of the Mellier Methodist School near Petit-Goâve, Haiti, in November 2010. A UMNS file photo by Mike DuBose
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society’s 200 missionaries in 37 countries
and 33 staff in its Norcross, Ga., offices.
“Every member of our community rejoic-
es that I’m here today,” he added.

The new realities of the mission field
are not just global but also local, McLain
pointed out. For example, 35 percent of
the residents in a community near the
society offices are recent immigrants and
85 percent are Muslims.

Such diverse communities offer “amaz-
ing opportunities and significant chal-
lenges to churches all over America,”
McLain said. “While the content of the
gospel has not changed, the context in
which we proclaim it has changed dramat-
ically, almost overnight.”

Dana Robert, a Boston University
School of Theology professor, and David
Scott, a doctoral student there, offered a
taste of their research into that new con-
text during an Oct. 10 presentation to
board directors.

As it was a century ago, Christianity
remains the world’s largest religion, but
the population it encompasses has
changed. “We are a truly multicultural
faith today, with roughly one-fourth to
one-fifth of Christianity represented on
different continents,” Robert explained.

The configuration of Christianity also
has shifted. In 1900, one-third of all
Christians were Protestants, but today, she
reported, “that percentage is less than one-
fourth.” Instead, indigenous churches and
new denominations are experiencing rapid
growth that “may not have any relation-
ship to something like the Methodist
church.”

United Methodist membership has
declined in the West and experienced
growth in Africa and Asia. However, the
global growth rate isn’t as strong as some
independent or related churches.
“Worldwide, UMC growth is lagging
behind sister denominations,” Scott said.

Directors were invited to ponder possi-
ble explanations for such trends, including
the idea that United Methodists are stuck
in a North American, mid-20th century
denominational model.

Kemper said the Board of Global
Ministries is indebted to the insights of
scholars such as Robert and Scott as it
continues to organize the church’s global
witness — in new mission arenas, such as
Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Mongolia —
and in established ventures, such as the
Russia Initiative.

Missionaries themselves are more
diverse than ever, representing a variety of
cultures and nations.

Those commissioned this week include
a missionary pilot and air-safety adminis-
trator from the Democratic Republic of
Congo, a Korean-American couple
assigned to the United Methodist mission
center in Kazakhstan, an Oklahoma pastor
headed to Jerusalem and an attorney work-
ing with immigrants in Iowa.

Twenty-five new young adult mission-
aries were commissioned Aug. 18 for two-
to three-year terms.

Another 17 summer interns served at
mission sites in the United States. Eleven
young people served as Global Justice
Volunteers this year in Kenya, and 15 are
scheduled to serve in the Philippines.
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The Rev. Dick McClain, president of The Mission Society, speaks during the
Oct. 11 worship service at the annual meeting of the United Methodist Board of
Global Ministries in New York. McClain and Thomas Kemper, the board’s top
executive, are encouraging cooperation between the two agencies. Dana
Robert, Boston University School of Theology professor, shares mission
research with directors of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries in
New York. Robert and her associate, David Scott, spoke Oct. 10 during the
board’s annual meeting. UMNS photos by Cassandra Zampini.

police, who have found the perfect victims
among our Latino community. 

The theft of salaries has been astronomi-
cal, and our efforts to pass local laws to
punish these crimes seem to be unproduc-
tive.

Every year we face a number of bills in
the Louisiana legislature similar to the anti-
immigrant laws, such as the ones in
Alabama, Indiana, Georgia and Arizona.
Thank God that up to now we have not
allowed any of these proposals to become
law in Louisiana.

A better future

However, not all the news about New
Orleans is bad. The city is showing signs of
vitality, renovation and a profound convic-
tion that the future will be better. 

The United Methodist Church has sent
more than 90,000 volunteers in the last six
years. The denomination has contributed
more than $60 million for the purpose of
helping the needy. 

The U.S. Justice Department investigat-
ed local police for the enormous number of
abuses against Latinos. The new mayor has
created ways and forums to listen and
respond to the needs of New Orleans’
diverse citizens, including its vibrant
Latino population. 

The purchase of homes, the establish-
ment of organizations and the openings of
businesses and churches among the Latino
population have increased, a positive sign
that our community is beginning to estab-

lish itself in the city.
The United Methodist Church has

responded to the growing Latino communi-
ty in the New Orleans area by creating a
social and spiritual ministry nurtured
through the National Plan for
Hispanic/Latino Ministries. 

El Mesías, the oldest Latino congrega-
tion in the Louisiana Annual (regional)
Conference, has been joined by two other
ministries in the metropolitan area of New
Orleans: The community of faith “La
Gracia” and the community of faith “El
Pacto.” 

We have also developed the “La
Semilla” center — a Hispanic-Latino
Center for Educational Development —
with the goal of creating an educational
culture that will inspire the Latino youth to
attend college and more Latino people to
master the English language and finish
their high school education. We believe this
will help end many social problems and the
negative stereotype of Latinos as people
who work only in physical, dangerous and
low-paying jobs.

La Semilla is trying to attack the obsta-
cles that hinder people from getting an edu-

cation, like a lack of proper documentation,
confusion about how to navigate the educa-
tional system and a dearth of role models
to follow. The center is also trying to
address low incomes, image problems and
low self-esteem, especially among the
youth. 

We want to mobilize the Latino commu-
nity around an educational project to devel-
op economic assistance and connect profes-
sional Latinos with our needy youth so
they have role models to follow. La Semilla
envisions in the near future establishing
itself in other cities and communities in
Louisiana. The Latino communities have
obvious differences that we as United
Methodists must understand, but we also
encounter common problems and social
issues that require the denomination’s assis-
tance and creativity if we want to succeed. 

“I understand the message of the
Methodist Church, pastor,” said a member
of the La Gracia community of faith to me.
“The gospel of Jesus Christ is the integral
salvation which pushes us to reach a better
version of ourselves.”

“And something better is yet to come,” I
replied. 

*Gallardo is an ordained elder in the
Indiana Annual (regional) Conference of
the United Methodist Church. He has a
been missionary of the National Plan for
Hispanic/Latino Ministries since 2001 and
has served in the Louisiana Conference
since 2007. Write to him at
orgallardo@msn.com.
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The Revs. Oscar and Juanita Ramos and their children, Damara, 13, and Joel
Emilio, 10, are in ministry with the Latino community in New Orleans
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Year End Gifts
The Year is Almost Over

If you haven’t reached your charitable goals yet 
this year, we can help.

Request or download our end of year gifts 
brochure and learn the many ways to make a gift 
to your United Methodist Church without dipping 
into savings.

Best of all, you will be supporting 
the ministries you love while 
enjoying tax benefi ts on this 
year’s return and well into 
the future. 

Get our end of year gifts brochure —
One for yourself or more for your church!
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-Encourage the children in your church
with Pockets. This award-winning devo-
tional magazine published by The Upper
Room is designed for children 8 to 12
years old. Each monthly issue has a differ-
ent theme and includes stories, games,
activities, poems, daily Bible readings,
recipes and more. Pockets connects with
young Christians both in words and
images, making it a valued resource for
Christian educators. For more information,
go to http://pockets.upperroom.org/.

-Get free online help for your church’s
leaders. Do you need to know some gener-
al principles and specific strategies for
meeting the vitality goals you have set for
your congregation? Participate in the webi-
nar Plan Now to Meet Your 2012 Goals,
designed especially for Church Council
leaders, at 6:30 p.m. CDT on Oct. 27. Or
people who are entrusted with managing
church funding can learn practical ideas in
the webinar Finishing the Year Financially
Strong at 6:30 p.m. CST on Nov. 10.
Register for either webinar at (see the right
column after launching link):
http://www.gbod.org/committee_resources.

-Looking for ways to help children
learn about and participate in giving to
Mission? The United Methodist Children’s
Fund for Christian Mission is an excellent
way make mission work become real to
children. The fund, part of GBOD, uses
teaching activities to help children learn
about missions, practice care of others,
develop habits of discipleship and practice
generosity. The projects, which change
annually, are in Arkansas, Haiti, Michigan
and Kenya for 2011. They are selected by
the General Board of Global Ministries.
For more information, go to
http://www.bit.ly/nwmFSAl.

-Consider sharing your space with a
new congregation. If your church wants to
reach out to people of a different culture,
think about sharing your building with a
congregation that speaks their language.
The “Sharing Spaces” presentation from
GBOD’s Path 1 and General Board of
Global Ministries offers insights into
strategies for successful collaboration.
Check out this PowerPoint resource at
http://www.bit.ly/pjOHr2.

P.S. Check out the GBOD Youth 2011
store and get t-shirts and other great stuff
at HUGE discounts.  Go to:
http://store.GBOD.org/.

SAVE THE DATE

Older Adult Ministry Conference

March 22, 2012

First UMC, Baton Rouge

March 23, 2012

First UMC, Pineville

Rev. Dr. Richard H. Gentzler, Jr.
Guest Speaker

Four ways to
better equip vital
congregations


